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Video: Me Church   Sometimes we can all fall into that trap.  We can be tempted to think that church should revolve around 
us - that what our church does, what it focuses on, what its goals are should be to bless us, make our lives easier and better. 
 
But we are not supposed to be the focus of church.  God’s primary goal for us as a community of his people is not to make 
us happier, more fulfilled and more comfortable.  He has a higher and greater goal for his church.  He wants us to be 
focussed on him first of all, but also on others, especially those outside of his church. 
 
This is what Paul expresses as he talks about prayer to the Colossians.  His heart was to lead others to Christ.  Colossians 4:2-
6: “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I 
should. 5 Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be 
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” 
 
1. Be Committed to Prayer 
Just as breathing is essential to our physical health, so prayer is vital for our spiritual health.  We need to be constantly in 
contact with our heavenly Father for his guidance and direction, his peace and joy to fill our minds, his power and strength 
in our lives, his love and compassion in our hearts.   
 
And as believers we have such an amazing privilege in prayer.  Because of the sufficiency of Christ’s death and resurrection 
we can “…approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need.” Hebrews 4:16  Confidently, boldly, we can com into God’s presence with the certainty that God accepts us and is 
eager to listen to us.   
 
Prayer is so important, and we are so privileged - and yet most of us struggle in our prayer life.  It doesn’t come 
automatically.  It doesn’t always just flow naturally.  It just doesn’t happen effortlessly. 
 
a) Faithful 
That’s why Paul calls us to be faithful in prayer. “Devote yourselves to prayer.” Colossians 4:2.  Prayer is difficult.  Prayer is a 
battle – a spiritual battle with those forces of evil who know more about the power of prayer than we do.   
 
And so we need to be steadfast, persistent and dedicated to coming into God’s presence in prayer.  We need to make a 
decision in our lives to set aside time to pray and set aside the other demands of life to focus on prayer.  We need to make 
the effort to focus on God, ask him for what we need, and spend time listening to him and communing with him.   
 
This was one of the keys to Paul’s effectiveness.  He was dedicated to prayer.  He told this church that “We have not 
stopped praying for you.” Colossians 1:9   And Epaphras, the one who had planted this church was also a man of prayer.  
“He is always wrestling in prayer for you.” Colossians 4:12    
 
But what about us?  Are we faithful in prayer?  Are we committed to praying – individually and as a church? 
 
Leonard Ravenhill was an evangelist and author in the previous century.  He wrote these challenging words:  “The church 
has many organizers, but few agonizers; many who pay, but few who pray; many resters, but few wrestlers; many who are 
enterprising, but few who are interceding… Tithes may build a church, but tears will give it life. That is the difference 
between the modern church and the early church. In the matter of effective praying, never have so many left so much to so 
few.”   
 
b) Watchful  
We need to be faithful in prayer.  But we also need to be watchful: “Being watchful.” Colossians 4:2.  We need to be fully 
awake and alert as we pray.   
 
It reminds us of Jesus’ command to his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane.  The spiritual battle was raging that night 
and Jesus wanted his disciples to be aware of this struggle and to be ready for action, so he said to them: “Watch and pray 
so that you will not fall into temptation.” Mark 14:38 
 
They needed to be awake and attentive to what was going on so that they could pray effectively and with passion for the 
strength they would need to stand the onslaught of evil. 
 
The spiritual battle is still raging against God’s people – and we need to be alert and on our guard.  We need to be standing 



firm in our faith and praying for God’s purpose to be fulfilled.     
 
So praying is not mindlessly repeating a prayer.  That empty and passionless ritual has no place in our lives if we’re following 
Jesus!  Prayer is where the battle rages.  It is where we are energized and strengthened for the challenges ahead.  So let us 
watch and pray so that we will not fall into temptation! 
 
c) Grateful  
But prayer isn’t just a struggle.  It’s not just a battle ground.  It should also be a place of gratitude and joy.  We should pray, 
“Being thankful.” Colossians 4:2 
 
We’ve seen a real emphasis on gratitude in Paul’s letters already.  How could it be anything different, when Paul has spent 
so much time focussing on the supremacy and the sufficiency of Christ?  If in Christ we have been given everything that we 
need to stand right before God – fully forgiven, totally free from condemnation and having fullness in Christ – then what 
else could we do other than spend our lives saying thank you to God?  Gratitude is the only proper response to God’s grace.     
 
d) Purposeful  
But Paul also wanted their prayers to have a clear purpose.  Of course we can pray to God about anything and everything in 
our lives.  We believe that there is nothing too small, too insignificant to bring it to God. 
 
But when we pray, God wants us to have a very clear focus.  He wants us to put the important things first.  This is so clear 
when we see what Paul asked this church to pray for him. 
 
2. Be Humble and Ask for Prayer  
In a way it is surprising that Paul felt that he needed their prayers.  “And pray for us too…” Colossians 4:3  Paul knew that he 
needed God’s help.  He was humble enough to recognise his total dependence on God’s power, God’s love and God’s Spirit.  
And so he was committed to prayer.  In the good times and in the tough times, Paul poured out his heart to the Lord in 
prayer. 
 
But Paul was also humble enough to recognise his dependence on God’s people.  Even though he was an apostle and a 
church planter, a man who had seen numerous people’s lives changed and sins forgiven – he knew that he couldn’t go it 
alone in his Christian life.  He was not ashamed to ask his friends to pray for him!   
 
In many of his letters, Paul asked the churches to do just that: “Brothers, pray for us.” 1 Thessalonians 5:25  He knew that 
he could pray for himself.  He was confident of his direct access to the throne of grace – and yet he knew that there was 
something special when God’s people come together in prayer.   
 
Of course we need to be careful here.  God doesn’t need a set number of prayers before he can work in power.  God can 
work through just one person.  James 5:17 states: “Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.”   
If we need to stand alone in a situation, if we are the only one who knows what is happening, if we cannot share our needs 
with others, then we can pray confidently that God hears our prayer and will act in power according to his will.  As someone 
has said, one man with God is a majority.   
 
But there is something really special about God’s people get together with one heart and one purpose and pray.  Jesus said: 
“Where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:20  Jesus has chosen to reveal his 
presence and power in a special way when his people come together, united in his name.   
 
This comes from recognising the sufficiency of Christ.  If Jesus is enough for us to be right with God, then the youngest and 
weakest Christian has the same right of direct access into God’s presence as Paul had.  When we pray, we don’t stand on 
our goodness, wisdom, Bible knowledge, or maturity.  We stand in Christ!  “We have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus.” Hebrews 10:19 
 
a) An Open Door    
It maybe surprising that Paul felt in need of prayer – but it’s even more surprising what Paul asked this church to pray for.  
“Pray …that God may open a door for our message.”  Colossians 4:3 
 
Paul prayed for an open door – but not what you might think.  He was in chains, in prison for sharing the good news of 
Jesus.  It was an uncomfortable and uncertain situation – difficult and dangerous.  I’m sure there were many things he’d 
have loved to be different.  But on the top of Paul’s prayer list was not better living conditions, not a full pardon, not an 



open door of a prison cell – but an open door for the gospel!   
 
His heart’s desire was for more opportunities to share the gospel, to proclaim the mystery of Christ – the message of full 
and free forgiveness through faith in Jesus that had been hidden for ages in the past and had now been revealed and 
entrusted into his hands. 
 
This is what God wants to be at the top of our prayer list.  Jesus taught us to start pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:9–10   We are called to pray, as 
we are called to live, with the coming of God’s kingdom and the fulfilment of God’s will as our primary goal and our greatest 
desire.   
 
b) An Open Mouth 
So Paul believed that he needed God to create the opportunities to share the gospel.  But he also believed that he needed 
God’s help to take these opportunities.  His second prayer was: “Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.”  Colossians 
4:4 
 
Again Paul shows great humility here.  By this time he was an experienced apostle, evangelist, church planter and Bible 
teacher.  He had seen God work through his ministry in truly amazing ways and had seen hundreds of people come to 
Christ.  But Paul was not relying on his experience or knowledge.  He knew that he needed God’s help, God’s strength, God’s 
power.  As Jesus said in John 15:5 “Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
 
If we are going to see God’s kingdom grow in Enniscorthy, then we need to be committed to praying for open doors for the 
gospel and the open mouths of his people – for opportunities to speak about Christ and for the eagerness to take those 
opportunities and share the glorious message of salvation through faith in Christ!   
 
3. Be Ready to Take Opportunities  
We need a real sense of urgency as we share the gospel!  Paul says, “Make the most of every opportunity.”  Colossians 4:5  
Other translations say to redeem or make the best use of the time.   
 
This is because our mission in life is so important and the need is so great.  Paul tells the Ephesians that they should be 
“making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:16   
 
a) To Share Christ 
There are so many people who have not yet trusted in Christ.  The Bible declares that they are lost and heading for a lost 
eternity.  There is no other hope for our family members, our friends, our community, our country.  “Salvation is found in 
no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12  
 
This reality should burden and break our hearts and it should motivate us into action to fearlessly share with others the 
hope that is in Christ alone.   
 
4. Be Wise In our behaviour 
But it is also important that this urgency is balanced by wisdom.   We mustn’t be like this guy!  Video: Real Christians of 
genius! 
 
The message of Christ is so important that we need to “Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders.” Colossians 4:5  How 
we act has serious consequences on others, so we need to be so careful that nothing that we do or say turns people away 
from considering who Jesus is and what he offers to them.   
a) Be Gracious 
Of course there is an offence of the gospel itself.  Paul says, “We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling-block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles.” 1 Corinthians 1:23 When people hear the truth of their sinfulness and their need of forgiveness 
through Christ, many stumble, reject or criticise.  We can’t prevent this from happening.  We cannot remove this possibility 
without changing the message.  And if we do that, then there is no good news.    
 
We mustn’t change the message of Christ, even although some will struggle to accept it.  But how we share it can either 
help or hinder people from accepting it.   
 
Paul says: “Let your conversation be always full of grace.” Colossians 4:6  Our message is all about God’s grace.  It is about 
God’s unconditional love – that he loves each of us as we are, that he values us so much that he sent his Son to die in our 
place so that we can be forgiven and brought into his family.  It is a message of unconditional love and outrageous grace! 



So if we share this message in an unloving and ungracious way, then why would anyone listen to us?  If we speak in a way 
that belittles another person, that ridicules their ideas, that attacks their worth – then we will not be affective in leading 
them to Christ!  We need to be gracious as we speak about God’s grace! 
 
b) Be Salty 
But being gracious is no excuse for being bland and uninteresting.  Paul also wants our conversation to be “seasoned with 
salt.” Colossians 4:6   
 
He wants what we share to be interesting and attractive.  It should never be boring.   It should stand out as being different 
from what other people say in this world.  That’s because what we share is not based on the wisdom of this world, but it is 
centred on Christ and his work in this world and in our lives.   
 
We should stand out in this world as “children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you 
shine like stars in the universe.” Philippians 2:15 
 
c) Be relevant 
We should be different, but Paul also wants us to be relevant. “So that you may know how to answer everyone.” Colossians 
4:6 
 
I’m sure everyone is relieved that the exams are now finished.  I still remember one of the pieces of advice whenever it was 
exam season – always read the question.  You could write an amazing answer, showing extensive knowledge, and using 
complex arguments and impressive grammar – but if it didn’t answer the question being asked, then you would get nothing 
for it! 
 
It can be the same in our witnessing.  If we’re not answering the questions people are asking, then what impact will we 
have? 
 
That means of course we need to be willing to listen to people.  We need to be like Philip when he spoke to the Ethiopian.  
“The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?”35 Then Philip began 
with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.” Acts 8:34–35  
 
We need to listen.  But we also need to be prepared with answers.  Peter wrote: “Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”  1 Peter 
3:15  
 
This is the balance that is so important.  Our mission is urgent, and we must make the most of every opportunity.  But our 
mission is so important, that we must act wisely towards others so that we do not destroy these opportunities.   
 
Conclusion 
But in all of this, the priority is clear.  Paul was not absorbed with his personal needs and wants.  He was not focused on 
himself.   Instead in his prayer-life as in his ministry, he was passionately concerned for others to come to know his Saviour 
and his Lord. 
 
Are we?  Is this our heart?  Are we concentrating on our God-given mission of leading others to Christ?   
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