
ECF 14th July 2013  God is Willing  Mark 1:40-45 
1. What is God like? 
A school teacher asked a boy in her class what he was drawing. Without pausing to look up, he said, “I’m drawing a picture 
of God.” 
 
The teacher smiled and said, “But nobody knows what God looks like.” 
 
The boy carefully put down his crayon, looked her squarely in the eye, and declared, “After I'm finished here they will.” 
 
The question of who God is and what he is like has been debated endlessly down the centuries.  Even today, in this age of 
scepticism and secularism many people have their own ideas of who God is and what he is like.  They are like the boy in the 
story, drawing their own picture of God. 
 
But we need more certainty than that.  If we are to trust in God with our lives, if we are to depend on his salvation, if we are 
to commit ourselves to following his will for our lives – then we need something more concrete than our or someone else’s 
imagination.  We need to know for sure what God is like.   
 
a) Jesus Christ 
The amazing news is that because of Jesus we can.  Because of Jesus, we can know God, we can be sure of what he is like, 
because as we saw in Colossians 1:15: “He is the image of the invisible God.”   
 
Jesus is the full revelation of God.  “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.” 
Hebrews 1:3  
 
And so over the next few weeks, we’re going to take another look at Jesus as presented in Mark’s gospel.  We’re going to 
investigate his character, his nature, his heart, his goals, his priorities.  We’re going to watch him interact with a variety of 
different people to see how he responded to them, what he said to them, how he treated them, what he called them to do.  
And as we do this, we will see what God looks like.  Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:6   
 
Let’s start by following on from where we left off at our church weekend away  in Mark 1:40-45: “40 A man with leprosy 
came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” 
41 Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 
42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 
43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44 “See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the 
priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45 Instead he went out 
and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in 
lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.” 
 
2. He is willing to be approached 
a) A desperate need 
“A man with leprosy came to him.” Mark 1:40  We’re removed from that time, so I think we could miss the shock of this 
statement.  People with leprosy were not supposed to come to anyone! 
 
Leprosy is a terrible disease that often led to horrible disfiguring and eventually death.  At that time it was incurable.  This 
man was in a hopeless situation.  But it wasn’t just a physical problem.  To prevent its’ spread, a person with leprosy was 
segregated as an outcast from society.  He was also ceremonially unclean and excluded from the temple.  So leprosy had 
isolated this man from his family, his community, even his God.   
 
When people saw him, some would turn away, others would run, others, out of fear, would shout at him or throw stones to 
drive him away.   In most people’s eyes, this man was unclean and unwanted.  Someone to be avoided and forgotten.   
 
b) An open invitation 
But not by Jesus.  When out of desperation this man “came to him and begged him on his knees.” Mark 1:40 Jesus didn’t 
run away from him.  He didn’t drive him off with threats or stones.  Instead he allowed him to come near.  Jesus was willing 
to be approached. 
 
This is what God is like.  He is willing to be approached – even by desperate sinners.  In a sense our problem is not unlike 
this leper’s.  We too have a disease that impacts every aspect of our lives.  Our sinfulness brings sickness, death and decay 
into our lives.  “The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23  It deforms our characters and leads us to do horrible things.  And 



this causes separation between us and those that we love.   
 
But ultimately it separates us from God.  Our sin forms a barrier to intimacy with our Creator.  “Your iniquities have 
separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2 
 
And yet, God is still willing to be approached.  He wants us to come to him.  He longs for us to reach out for him, to come on 
our knees and ask for help.  Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
Matthew 11:28 
 
And he assures us that if we do approach him, he is eager to welcome us.  Jesus said: “Whoever comes to me I will never 
drive away.” John 6:37   If we come humbly to God this morning, even as we are with all of our issues, problems and 
difficulties – he will not drive us away.  He will not reject us.  He is willing to be approached.  “Come near to God and he will 
come near to you.” James 4:8  
 
3. He is willing to care 
But Jesus wasn’t only willing to be approached.  He was also willing to care.   
 
a) A Statement of Faith 
This leprous man came up to Jesus and said: “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”  Mark 1:40  This was an amazing 
statement of faith.  Perhaps he’d heard some of the amazing things that Jesus had already done.  Perhaps he’d started to 
believe that Jesus really was the Messiah, the one sent from God.  Whatever the reason, this man didn’t seem to struggle to 
believe what seemed impossible – that he could be healed by Jesus.   
 
b) A Question of Love 
This man didn’t doubt Jesus’ ability to heal him.  But he wasn’t sure whether Jesus would want to heal him.  “If you are 
willing…”  Mark 1:40   He was confident of Jesus’ power but uncertain of his will.  He recognized Jesus’ ability, but was 
uncertain of Jesus’ love. 
 
Maybe it was because this is how everyone else treated him.  If he’d been abandoned by his family, by his community, even 
by God’s people, if they’d treated him as worthless and unworthy of their care – then perhaps this is what God thought of 
him.  If other people were not willing to care – then why should Jesus? 
 
I think this is a struggle that many of us can have.  Does God really love me?  Does he really care?  Am I really precious in his 
sight? 
 
It can be difficult to accept God’s love, when we’ve been hurt, abused or rejected by others.  It can be difficult to think that 
God loves me when those who claim to follow him don’t seem to care about me.  It can be difficult to think that God values 
me when our world values those who perform well, who look good, who do amazing things.  We often just don’t feel good 
enough, attractive enough, important enough to be really loved by God! 
 
c) A Response of Compassion 
But when we look to Jesus, we can see that God is willing to care.  When he saw this man and heard his desperate plea, 
Jesus was “filled with compassion.”  Mark 1:41 
 
This word compassion literally means to be moved deep down in our inward parts, our intestines, our gut.  Jesus felt this 
man’s pain deep down within himself.  Looking at this man, understanding his suffering and isolation, listening to the self-
doubt and feelings of unworthiness in his statement, hit Jesus right here in his gut!   
 
Often when we see deep suffering on the news or another TV program, we are tempted to look away, to switch off, or to 
change the channel to replace the uncomfortable and upsetting images of suffering with something lighter, less worrying, 
less disturbing.   
 
But Jesus didn’t turn away.  He was willing to let the pain of others touch him.  He was willing to allow it to impact the 
deepest part of his being.  He was willing to care.   
 
Have you ever struggled with the problem of suffering in the world?  Have you ever imagined God sitting somewhere up in 
heaven unmoved, undisturbed by the struggles of his creatures on earth. Why doesn’t God stop all the suffering in the 
world?  Doesn’t God care?   
 



But Jesus reveals that God is not aloof, distant or uncaring.  He is the God who weeps at the grave of his friend Lazarus, who 
has compassion over harassed and helpless people even although he is tired, who weeps over the rebelliousness of 
Jerusalem, who sympathises with us in our weakness.   
  
“The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18  He is a God who cares, 
who allows the hurts of others to impact him, who feels the suffering of his children, who experiences their pain, who cries 
their tears. 
 
4. He is willing to touch 
I think most of us care as well.  We have a level of love for others.  But our  compassion is limited.   
 
There is a story about a sick man went to the doctor’s with his wife. The doctor examined the man and ran some tests while 
his wife waited in the waiting room.   When the doctor emerged with a concerned look on his face, the wife became 
anxious. 
“Doctor, will my husband be okay?” she inquired. 
“I’m afraid your husband is very ill,” the doctor replied. “And if left untreated, he will most certainly die.  But, don’t worry, 
there is a cure.” 
“A cure?” she asked. 
“Yes. With rest and proper nutrition, the disease will go into remission and your husband should live for many more years. 
Here’s what I want you to do: Take your husband home and treat him like a king. Fix him three home-cooked meals a day, 
and wait on him hand and foot. Bring him breakfast in bed. Don’t let him do anything that you can do for him. If he needs 
something, you take care of it. Give him a back rub in the morning and full-body massage every evening. Oh, and one more 
thing. Because his immune system is weak, you’ll need to keep your home spotless at all times. Do you have any 
questions?” 
The wife had none.  “Do you want to break the news to your husband, or shall I?” asked the doctor. 
“I will,” the wife replied. 
She walked into the examination room. The husband, sensing that something was wrong, said, “It’s bad, isn’t it? What have 
I got?” 
His wife answered with a tear in her eye, “The doctor said you’re gonna die.” 
 
Most of us will recognise that at times we are like that wife.  We want to be loving.  We want to care.  But we have a 
threshold of care above which our selfishness kicks in.  When it becomes too costly, we’re tempted to duck from the 
challenge of sacrificial love. 
 
a) To Come Near 
But Jesus’ doesn’t.  When the leper came to him, “Jesus reached out his hand.” Mark 1:41.  That is significant.  For years, 
everyone had stepped back and recoiled from him.  Jesus was the only one who moved towards him.   
 
Jesus came near to us.  He is “Immanuel—which means, ‘God with us.’” Matthew 1:23  He is the one who came from the 
heights of heaven down to this earth.  He came into this world so that he could come into our lives.  He is God with us.   
 
b) To Get Involved 
But Jesus did not just reach out – “Jesus… touched the man.” Mark 1:41.  Before this man was healed, while he still had 
leprosy, while he still carried the scars and disfigurement, Jesus touched this man.  In fact it says that he gripped him.  It 
wasn’t a hesitant, tentative touch, but a firm and unmistakable one.   
 
This touch didn’t heal him physically – that came later with his words.  But this touch healed this man’s heart. 
 
There is something really special about a loving touch – a hand on a shoulder, a warm handshake, a hug - especially if we’ve 
been on our own for a while.  This man had been isolated from everyone.  This could’ve been the first human touch, the 
first expression of love that this man had received in years.  All the rejection, isolation, loneliness and fear was overcome 
with this warm, enthusiastic touch from Jesus.   
 
Without words he said: “I love you.  I care.  I want to identify with you.  I want to share your pain.  I want you to know that 
you’re important to me.  I want you to know that there is nothing that can stop me loving you.”  
 
This was a costly love.  According to the Mosaic Law it made Jesus unclean.  For that moment, Jesus shared in his 
uncleanness.  But Jesus was willing to become contaminated for this man.  He was willing to be involved in his problem.   
 



And he’s willing to do the same in our lives.  He’s willing to reach out and touch us in our messed up lives.  He’s willing to be 
associated with us, before we’ve been cleaned up.  He’s willing to get involved in our issues and problems.   
 
This is what the cross is all about.  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:21  Jesus touched us in our sin and took upon himself our sinfulness so that we could 
experience his righteousness.  He became unclean so that we could become clean.  
Have you experienced Jesus’ touch in your life? 
 
5. He is willing to heal 
Jesus was willing to touch the untouchable.  But he was also willing to cure the incurable.  “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 
Mark 1:41  With those words Jesus declared that he was both willing and able to heal him.  “Immediately the leprosy left 
him and he was cured.”  Mark 1:41 
 
a) Everyone who believes 
God is both able and willing to make us whole.  The cross of Jesus declares that we’re important to God, that he loves us, 
that he’s willing to be approached, he’s willing to care about us, he’s willing to touch our lives and that if we come to him 
that he is willing to heal us completely.  Jesus said: “Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” John 5:24 
 
We don’t need to wonder if God will accept us into his kingdom.  We don’t need to worry if he will save us or not.  Jesus 
shows us that if we come to him in repentance and faith, we can be confident that he will say, “I am willing be clean” 
because “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:13 
 
6. He is still willing 
But this incident doesn’t end with this man’s healing.  Jesus proceeds to warn him: “See that you don’t tell this to anyone. 
But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to 
them.” Mark 1:44 
 
Initially it sounds strange.  But there were reasons for Jesus’ command.  Jesus wanted to teach a respect for God’s law – he 
came to fulfil it rather than abolish it.  He wanted this healing to be a clear and undeniable witness to the priests.  This was 
also early on in Jesus’ ministry and he wanted to explain the character of his mission before people flocked to him as a 
miracle-working king.  He knew that huge popularity would hinder his ability to share the gospel with people.  
 
a) Even when we fail  
But the man who’d been healed didn’t understand this.  And he didn’t even honour the one who’d healed him with simple 
obedience.  Instead he went about doing exactly the opposite of what Jesus had told him: “He went out and began to talk 
freely, spreading the news.”  Mark 1:45 
 
The result was what Jesus knew it would be.  “Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely 
places.” Mark 1:45  This man’s disobedience hindered the spread of the good news of God.   
 
And yet the amazing thing is, that Jesus still healed him.  Throughout his life, Jesus showed that he knew how people would 
respond to him – and yet he was willing to let them approach him, willing to care about them, willing to touch them and 
heal them – even although they would fail him! 
 
2 Timothy 2:13 declares “If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”  Even when we fail him, 
even when we mess up, God is faithful to who he is.  He is always loving.  He is always gracious.  He is always willing to reach 
out to people in need.   
 
This doesn’t excuse our unfaithfulness.  But it encourages us that even if we’ve failed him, even if we’ve walked away in 
disobedience, then if we come to him today and humbly kneel before him then  
 He is still willing to be approached,  
 He is still willing to care 
 He is still willing to reach out and touch our lives 
 He is still willing to heal. 
Jesus shows to us that God is willing. 
 
The big question is, are we?  Are we willing to come near to him?  Are we willing to accept his love?  Are we willing for him 
to touch our lives? Are we willing to allow him to heal us? 


