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In a short story the author Ernest Hemingway tells the story of a Spanish father and his teenage son.  The relationship 
between this father and son became strained and eventually shattered.  The rebellious son—whose name was Paco, a 
common Spanish name—ran away from home.   
 
It was then that his father began a long and arduous search to find him. Eventually as a last resort, the exhausted father 
placed an advert in a Madrid newspaper, hoping that his son would see the ad and respond to it. The ad read, ”Dear Paco,  
Please meet me in front of the newspaper office at noon. All is forgiven. Love, Father.” 
 
As Hemingway tells the story, the next day at noon, in front of the newspaper office, there were 800 Pacos, all seeking 
forgiveness from their fathers. 
 
This world is crying out for forgiveness.  The failures and mistakes of the past can often haunt us: 

 The words we’ve said, that as soon as they come out of our mouths, we wish we could take them back.   

 The times we’ve responded selfishly, acted cruelly, gave in to temptation.  The things we did, that just thinking about 
makes us feel ashamed.  

  And then there are the thoughts and attitudes that if displayed for everyone to see, would make us hide our face in 
shame.   

 
And no matter how much we try and excuse ourselves, make allowances for our choices, or push them down and try and 
forget about them, still the memory of these faults can weigh us down and hold us back from living the life we want to.   
 
But this doesn’t need to be our experience.  Jesus, as the perfect revelation of God, shows us that God is forgiving, and that 
his forgiveness is unconditional, complete and instant.  Read Mark 2:1-5: “A few days later, when Jesus again entered 
Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. 2 So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside 
the door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. 4 Since 
they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging 
through it, lowered the mat the paralysed man was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, 
your sins are forgiven.” 
 
1. The Greatest Service  
Last week we saw that God is willing.  He is willing to be approached, to care, to reach out and get involved in our problems, 
to heal.  This is God’s heart.  And he wants it to be our heart too.  God wants his children to follow in his example.   
a) Sacrificial Love 
That is what these four amazing men did as they served their friend in the greatest way possible.  “Some men came, 
bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.” Mark 2:3  They loved their paralysed friend. They were willing to get 
involved in his life and in his problems.  They didn’t get tired of caring for him when he could do nothing in return.   
 
Of course they couldn’t heal him.  They couldn’t fix his problem.  That was beyond their ability.  But they were willing to do 
everything that they could.  And that meant bringing him to Jesus!   
 
And it meant not giving up when “They could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd.” Mark 2:4.  It meant not being 
defeated when nobody would move to let them through. 
 
They were willing to go above and beyond what might’ve been expected.  They were willing to put in the effort of carrying 
this man up the outside steps and onto the flat roof.    
 
This roof was probably made of branches and rushes laid over beams and then covered with dried mud.  So it meant that it 
was relatively simple to dig through it.   “They made an opening in the roof… after digging through it.” Mark 2:4  But even 
so, they had to expect that the owner of the house wouldn’t be happy with their actions.   
 
Some have suggested that this house was possibly Peter’s house – the same house Jesus stayed in while he was previously 
in Capernaum.  If that was the case, then they’d need to deal with that strong and sometimes hot-headed fisherman.  But 
they were willing to face him and repair the roof if need be.   
 
And they were prepared to take the criticism of those who disagreed with their actions and were annoyed at their 
interruption of Jesus’ teaching as they “lowered the mat the paralysed man was lying on.” Mark 2:4 
 
This is what real love does.  It doesn’t give up. It isn’t easily put off.   It is committed, faithful, active and sacrificial.  And this 



is the kind of love that should motivate us in our Christian service.   
 
Do we love people enough to do the greatest thing we can do for anyone – to bring them to Jesus?  Do we love them 
enough to let their needs disturb our plans and agendas?  Do we love people enough to cover the cost of this ministry?  Do 
we love people enough to face the criticisms of those who think that we’re going too far? 
 
“Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18   Do we love people enough to do 
everything we can to bring them to Jesus?   
 
b) Active Faith 
But these men didn’t do all of this just because they cared about their friend.  They also did it because they believed in 
Jesus.  “Jesus saw their faith.” Mark 2:5   
 
They were all convinced that Jesus could heal this man.  They believed that he had the power and authority to overcome his 
paralysis.  But more than this, they believed that Jesus was the only one who could heal him.  If there was anyone else, they 
surely would have given up and taken him there.  But they believed that Jesus was the only hope.  Nobody else could help! 
 
Do we believe in Jesus’ power to work in people’s lives and set them free?  But more than this, do we believe that Jesus is 
the only one who can do this? That “Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12 
 
Do we love others and believe in Jesus enough to be committed to bringing people to Jesus?  
 
2. Our Greatest Need 
These men showed great love and faith when they brought their friend to Jesus.  But I don’t think they expected Jesus to do 
what he did.   
 
a) Jesus’ Surprising Words 
They wanted this man to be physically healed.  But instead, Jesus said, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  Mark 2:5  This wasn’t 
because Jesus didn’t care about his physical condition.   We’ll see in a minute that Jesus dealt with this as well.   
 
Neither was it, that this man’s personal sin had led to this illness.  Over the years many have wrongly declared that if 
someone is ill or suffering then they must’ve done something to deserve it.  Job’s friends were of that mindset, and God 
severely dealt with them. 
 
Even Jesus’ disciples fell into that trap.  When they came across a man who had been blind from birth they asked Jesus, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” John 9:2  But Jesus refuted this idea completely and 
declared: “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his 
life.” John 9:3   
 
Of course if we reject God’s ways and his will, then we’ll often suffer serious consequences.  But there is no simple, direct 
correlation between sins and suffering.  Personal suffering is not necessarily caused by personal sin. 
 
b) Our Spiritual Need  
Instead I believe that Jesus spoke first about forgiveness, because this was the man’s greatest need.  Although his paralysis 
was a serious situation, it was not as serious as his sin. 

 His paralysis would prevent him from living his life as he wanted to.  But his sin would rob him of life completely. 

 His paralysis would dominate his years on earth.  But his sin would send him to a lost eternity. 

 His paralysis would impact his relationship with his friends and family.  But his sin had destroyed his relationship with 
God. 

 
“The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23, eternal death, spiritual death, separation from God and everything that he gives.  
And so if our sin is not dealt with, then we will lose everything.  Forgiveness of our sin is our greatest need.   
 
3. The Greatest Blessing   
But amazingly, in an instant, Jesus gave him just that.  He said, “Your sins are forgiven.”  Mark 2:5.  There was no limit to this 
forgiveness.  Jesus didn’t put any  restriction on it.  Instead he simply declared that all of this man’s sins had been wiped 
from his record.  His past, present and future sins were all dealt with for all time in one amazing miraculous declaration. 
 



We struggle to forgive like this.  A man who was telling his friend about an argument he’d had with his wife commented, “I 
hate arguing with her, because every time we have an argument; she gets historical.” 
 
“You mean hysterical.” The friend corrected. 
 
“No,” he insisted. “I mean historical. Every time we argue she drags up everything from the past and holds it against me!” 
 
Have you ever fallen into that trap?  When we forgive, sometimes what we mean is that I’ll let you off with it, as long as you 
don’t do it again. 
 
a) Complete Forgiveness 
But God’s forgiveness is complete.  When God forgives, he completely separates the sinner from their sin.   Psalm 103:12 
“As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”   And Micah 7:19 says: “You will… 
hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.”  When God forgives our sin, he completely disposes of it! 
 
When the Moravian missionaries first went to the Eskimos, they couldn’t find a word in their language for forgiveness, so 
they had to make one up out of different words.  This turned out to be: “Issumagijoujungnainermik”.   It means: “Not-being-
able-to-think-about-it-anymore.”   
 
And that is what God’s forgiveness is all about.  He promises never to think about it again.  “I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no more.” Hebrews 8:12 
 
When God forgives, he completely, totally, without reservations, wipes our record clean.  He will never treat us as our sins 
deserve.  With God, forgiveness is full, complete and instant.     
 
And as a result, the sin that once separated us from God is removed and we can enjoy intimacy with him.  “Therefore, since 
we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1  
 
4. The Greatest Gift 
For many people this just sounds too good to be true.  They reject the idea that God would forgive so freely and completely.   
 
The teachers of the law present that day thought Jesus’ was going too far.   “Now some teachers of the law were sitting 
there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?”  Mark 2:6-7 
 
a) Only God can offer it  
In a sense what they were saying was true.  Only God can forgive.   
 
If I did or said something that deeply offended and upset you, I would feel really gutted.  I would be disappointed in myself 
and feel guilty.  And because Lorna cares about me, she’d want to help.  So she might say, “Andrew, don’t worry, I forgive 
you.”   
 
Those words might make me feel a bit better.  But if you heard about it, I guess you’d be outraged.  You’d say that Lorna 
had no right to forgive me of something that I did against you.  You’d rightly claim that only the offended party can truly 
offer forgiveness. 
Our wrong words, actions and attitudes often hurt others.  But ultimately our sin is against God.  Psalm 51:4: “Against you, 
you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.”  Our sins are transgressions against his law, offences against his 
holiness and rebellions against his rule in our lives.  Our sins are against God and so only God can forgive.   
 
But of course, what the teachers of the law didn’t realize what that Jesus could declare forgiveness because “In Christ all the 
fulness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” Colossians 2:9  As God incarnate, Jesus had the right to forgive. 
 
b) Only Jesus has provided for it  
But that didn’t mean it was an easy thing for Jesus to do.  God is a holy and just God  and so he cannot brush our sins under 
the carpet.  He can’t simply turn a blind eye to our wrongdoing.  Our sin need to be dealt with.  If death is the wage that sin 
deserves then, as the writer of Hebrews states, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” Hebrews 9:22  
 
So how can God be just and the one who justifies the guilty?  How can God forgive sin and punish it as the same time?  
 



The teachers of the law probably believed that God did this through the animal sacrifices made by the priests in the temple.  
This is what they depended on, and perhaps why they believed that this man’s sins could not be forgiven.  He hadn’t made 
the right sacrifices, he hadn’t gone through the proper ceremonies.   
 
But as Hebrews 10:4 states, “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” Yes the sacrificial system 
was given by God.  But it’s value was not to fully deal with sin.  Rather it was to point forward to the one who would: “These 
are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.” Colossians 2:17    
 
Jesus is the only one who is able to forgive because he is the only one who took the punishment for our sins.  It is only 
because of the cross, that we can be forgiven.  “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 
Ephesians 1:7  Only because of the uniqueness of Jesus, and because of the power of the cross, God can be just and holy 
and at the same time, forgive the sinner!   

 
c) Only Faith is needed to accept it  
And so Jesus, on the basis of who he is and what he accomplished on the cross, did have the right to declare that this man’s 
sins were forgiven.  But the amazing thing is, that Jesus wanted to forgive this man.  After all, he had done nothing to 
deserve it.   
 
He lay there, guilty before God.  Responsible for his own failures, his own falling short of God’s standards.  He’d done 
nothing to clean up his life.  He hadn’t even done anything to get to Jesus.  He was paralysed, after all.  And yet Jesus 
forgave him! 
 
Some people have the idea that Jesus did his part, but we also must do ours’ in order to be forgiven.  Perhaps Jesus takes 
95% of the work, but we need to also do our 5%.  But that’s not what the Bible says.  Romans 5:6: “When we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”  While we were helpless, paralysed by our sin, unable to do anything to make 
ourselves right with God, Jesus did everything that was required.  All we need to do is simply accept this forgiveness as a gift 
of grace.   
 
God is forgiving, not because we deserve it, not because we’ve worked for it.  But God is forgiving because that’s who he is.  
God delights to declare that our sins are forgiven, that our iniquity has been washed away, that our transgressions have 
been blotted out.  “The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him.” Daniel 9:9  
 
5. The Greatest Joy 
a) Irrefutable Proof 
But how could this man know that Jesus had the right to say this?  How could he know for sure that his sins were forgiven?  
Well Jesus answered this and the criticism of the teachers of the law in a dramatic way.  Mark 2:8-9: “Immediately Jesus 
knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these 
things? 9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?”   
 
Obviously, it is easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven!” because it is impossible to see whether or not the forgiveness has 
taken place.  But Jesus wanted this man to know that he’d been forgiven, and he wanted us to know that he has authority 
to forgive our sins.   
 
And so he said, Mark 2:10-12:  “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.…” He said 
to the paralytic, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of 
them all. “This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”  
 
Jesus did was what visible, so they could know that Jesus had the authority to do what was invisible.  He healed this man’s 
body to show that he was able to forgive his sins!  It was irrefutable proof.   
 
Jesus doesn’t want to leave us guessing whether we’re forgiven or not.  He wants us to know that he has authority to 
forgive sins.  He wants us to know that we are forgiven, that “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.” Hebrews 10:10   
 
b) Uncontainable Joy 
That’s because being forgiven changes our lives.  This man went home changed.  Not only walking and carrying his mat.  He 
also “went home praising God.” Luke 5:25.  He went from being paralysed and powerless to being a praise leader!   
 
This is the power of forgiveness.  “Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.” Psalm 32:1  



Forgiveness releases us from the burdens of the past and the fear of the future.  It removes us from the prison of guilt and 
regret.  It sets us free to live our lives for God and to praise him with joy!   
 
Conclusion 
Do you know that freedom and joy?  There’s a story from the states back in 19th Century.  In 1830 George Wilson was 
convicted of robbing the United States Mail and was sentenced to be hanged.   But it seems that George had some 
influential friends.  So they approached President Andrew Jackson and asked for a pardon. 
 
Amazingly, he agreed and a pardon was issued.  But George refused to accept it. The matter went to Chief Justice Marshall, 
who concluded that if George refused to accept it, there was no pardon and he had to be executed.  And so he was.  He 
could have been released.  But he refused.   
 
What about us.  Jesus has shown us that God is forgiving.  He wants to forgive us because he loves us as we are.  He has the 
authority to do it because Jesus paid the price for it in full on the cross.  All we need to do is to put our faith in him and 
receive his instant, free and complete forgiveness.    God wants to declare to us, “All is forgiven.”  Will we allow him? 
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