
ECF 18th August 2013 God is Looking for Commitment Mark 3:7-35 
There are some things that you cannot do by half.  Have a look at this?  Video: Canyon Swing 
 
To jump off a cliff into that canyon, you simply have to be fully committed.  You have to trust your ropes, commit to the 
leap and take that step of faith.  You can’t do it by half.  It is an all or nothing kind of thing! 
 
Jesus showed that this is what God is looking for in our lives.  He’s not content with a half-hearted acknowledgement of his 
presence, or a watered down version of Christianity.  He is calling us to a wholehearted, whole-life commitment!  In Mark 3, 
we can see 5 groups of people who each respond differently to Jesus – but only one group showed the commitment that 
God is looking for in our lives.   
 
1. The Critics 
Over the past couple of weeks we’ve seen how the Pharisees and the teachers of the law opposed Jesus.  As he continued in 
his ministry, this opposition and criticism grew stronger.  Mark 3:22: “And the teachers of the law who came down from 
Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” 
 
Jesus’ opponents couldn’t question the reality of his power.  We’ve recently read how Jesus instantly heal a man from 
leprosy, another from paralysis and another from a shrivelled hand.  These miracles were clear and unmistakable and 
irrefutable.  Jesus’ critics didn’t question their existence, because they couldn’t. 
 
Instead, they questioned the source of Jesus’ power.  They claimed Jesus was demon-possessed and that the power behind 
Jesus’ ministry was from Satan himself.  They claimed that the power in Jesus, was the power of evil!  
 
a) Jesus Sets People Free 
But Jesus showed how flawed their argument was.  Mark 3:23-27: “So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: 
“How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided 
against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 
27 In fact, no-one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he 
can rob his house.” 
 
Jesus was setting people free from the controlling influence of demons.  He was setting people free from the oppression of 
evil and leading them into the light of God’s presence, the joy of God’s kingdom and the love of God’s family.  It was 
ridiculous to suggest that he was doing this through the power of Satan.  It would mean that the kingdom of evil was 
fighting against itself.   
 
But instead Jesus was entering the strong man’s house and carrying off those who used to belong to him.  He was invading 
the kingdom of darkness and was rescuing those who used to be held captive by him.  That’s because on the cross, Jesus 
would defeat once and for all the power of Satan.  That victory was revealed when he rose victoriously from the grave!  
 
Now Jesus is alive and can set people free – no matter how imprisoned by sin and evil they once were! “He has rescued us 
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” Colossians 1:13 
 
If we have put our trust in Jesus, then we can be confident that Jesus has rescued us from the kingdom of evil.  He has set us 
free.  And he will keep us safe because: “the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” 1 John 4:4  
 
b) People can choose not to be 
But Jesus will only save those who want to be saved.  Jesus continued by warning his critics of the danger of their hardening 
attitude.  Mark 3:28-29: “I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 29 But whoever 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.” 
 
These words have caused some people a great deal of concern.  They’ve worried that they have committed the 
unforgiveable sin.   
 
But firstly, we should notice, there’s a wonderful promise here:  “All the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven 
them.” Mark 3:28  Our God is a forgiving God.  He loves to forgive our sins, to wipe them from our record, to remove them 
even from his memory!   
 
Whatever we have done or have not done in our lives – when we come to Christ, he forgives everything: “The blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7 When the Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, and points us to Christ and 



enables us to put our faith in him – then we will be forgiven.   
 
But if like these teachers of the law, someone makes a firm and unchanging decision that this gracious work of the Holy 
Spirit is the work of Satan, then there is no forgiveness possible.  It is an eternal sin, because that firm and unchanging 
attitude cuts someone off from the only means of forgiveness.  That’s because: “Salvation is found in no-one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12  
 
To reject the work of the Holy Spirit in pointing us to faith in Jesus is to reject God’s salvation.  This is the serious 
consequence of condemning Christ.  It is ultimately to condemn ourselves.  We need to heed that warning, and share it with 
others.  
 
2. The Concerned  
But there was another group of people who were in danger, even although their reaction to Jesus was softer.  Mark 3:20-
21: “Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 
21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.” 
 
It is not clear if it was Jesus’ family, or others, who were saying that “He is out of his mind.” Mark 3:21  But Jesus’ family 
were concerned that he’d gone too far.   
 
They saw the crowds following him, they saw the pressure that Jesus was under, and they were worried that he’d lost the 
plot.  Perhaps they thought he should pull back from his public ministry.  Perhaps they thought he was putting himself in too 
much danger.  Perhaps it was just, as John records that, “even his own brothers did not believe in him.” John 7:5 
 
So in a mixture of care and worry and doubt, his mum and his brothers came to him, “to take charge of him.”  Mark 3:21.  
His family came to arrest him, to take him out of that situation, away from his ministry – for his own good, so they thought! 
 
a) We Must not Restrict Jesus’ Claims  
There are many today who want to do something similar.  They claim to respect Jesus, even to love him as a great teacher, a 
moral leader, a good person, a wonderful example.  But they want to take charge of him and pull him back from his more 
astounding claims!  
 
They say things like, “Jesus never claimed to be the Son of God.”  “Jesus never meant for people to follow him.”  “It was the 
early church leaders that embellished the record of his life.”  “He didn’t really rise from the dead.”  “He’s not really coming 
back to judge the world.”  They claim to want Jesus, but they want a sanitized version of him!  A safe version.   
 
But Jesus won’t allow us to minimise his claims.  He declares that if we want to accept him, then we need to commit our 
lives totally to him.  “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” Mark 8:34  
Accepting Jesus means, to accept him as the forgiver of our sins, and the leader of our lives.  We need to give him our lives 
daily.  We need to follow his will!   
 
b) We must follow Jesus’ Commands  
This is what it means to be part of his family.  Mark 3:31-35: “Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, 
they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are 
outside looking for you.” 
33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 
34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does 
God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 
This is surprising to some extent.  We know that following Jesus means we should respect our parents and love our family.  
Paul wrote in Colossians 3:20: “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.”   And Jesus himself 
expressed this love and respect for his mum from the cross when he provided continued care for her by asking his trusted 
disciple to look after her.   
 
So there is absolutely no grounds for using this passage to say that it is ok for us to disrespect or neglect our natural family.  
But it does show us what it means to be part of Jesus’ family!  
 
If being physically related to Jesus, like Mary was through giving birth to him, or like his brothers were by sharing the same 
mum, was not sufficient for being part of God’s family – then being physically related to a Christian is certainly not enough.   
 



Nobody enters into God’s kingdom because their mum or dad or brothers or sisters are Christians.  We only become part of 
God’s family, through a personal commitment to accept Jesus as Saviour and Lord.  “Whoever does God’s will is my brother 
and sister and mother.”  Mark 3:35 
 
We need to repent, to turn away from living our lives our own way, and trust in Jesus and follow his commands as the 
perfect revelation of God’s will.  This is the commitment that he is looking for.  This is what brings us into a family 
relationship with Christ and the joy of his fellowship!   
 
3. The Crowd 
At this point in time, it looked like many had chosen to do this, because huge crowds followed Jesus.  Mark 3:7-8: “Jesus 
withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed. 8 When they heard all he was doing, many 
people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.” 
 
a) Looking like a Follower 
Jesus was popular.  People flocked to him from all over the region.  They came to hear his teaching, to see his miracles and 
to experience his power.  But not all of them came to accept him as Lord. 
 
Most of you know that I’m not much of a gardener.  It is just not my kind of thing.  As a result my knowledge of different 
plants is pretty poor.  If you asked me to identify a tree sapling, I really couldn’t tell if it was an apple tree or a pear tree.  
But there is one way I could be sure.  If we waited until the tree produced its fruit, then it would be easy to tell.  The one 
that produces apples is the apple tree! 
 
It was similar with this crowd.  From a human perspective, we couldn’t point out those who had truly accepted Christ.  Of 
course Jesus knew where they stood with him.  But this reality only became clear, over time.   
 
Over time, some left because Jesus’ teaching was too difficult for them to accept.  “On hearing it, many of his disciples said, 
“This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”” John 6:60  
 
Over time, some left because Jesus didn’t live up to their expectations of what the Messiah should do.  John records that 
“They intended to come and make him king by force.” John 6:15  They wanted a political king, who would lead an army to a 
military victory over the Romans and a time of financial prosperity.   
 
Over time, some left because it became too costly to follow Jesus, like the rich young ruler who “went away sad, because he 
had great wealth.” Mark 10:22   They were willing to accept Jesus on their own terms – but not on his! 
 
And over time, some left, simply because they were just following the majority.  On Palm Sunday they welcomed Jesus into 
Jerusalem with shouts of praises.  Just five days later, they joined in with others as they shouted “Crucify him!” Mark 15:13.  
 
b) Lacking the Proper Fruit 
Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21.  Not everyone who attends a church, or sings songs of praise, or who hangs 
around with Christians are committed to Christ.  Without a wholehearted commitment to follow Christ, without that leap of 
faith to put our life in Christ’s hands, we are only going through the motions, we are only part of the uncommitted crowd.  
And sooner or later, our lack of connection with Christ will become clear – and with serious consequences. 
 
4. The Counterfeit 
That was the case for “Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.”  Mark 3:19.  He was numbered among the twelve apostles.  Jesus 
knew of course, but everyone else who looked at him, thought he was one of the committed.   
 
And yet, he was a counterfeit.  He looked like the real thing, but inside, he’d never committed himself to Christ.   He’d never 
accepted Jesus as Lord.  He’d never declared that Jesus was number one in his life. 
 
It seems that money had taken primary place in his life.  “He was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help 
himself to what was put into it.” John 12:6  He had stolen from their mission fund.  He choose money instead of an 
authentic relationship with Christ. 
 
And it was after Mary broke the alabaster jar of perfume, spending money extravagantly on Jesus, that Judas decided to go 
to the chief priests and ask: “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” Matthew 26:15  
 



Instead of denying himself and following Jesus, Judas prioritised himself and betrayed Jesus.  And as a result, even although 
in so many ways he was close to Jesus, he never entered into a real relationship with him! 
 
Shockingly, Jesus says that Judas will not be the only counterfeit believer.  “Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” Matthew 7:22–23   Looking the part, doing Christian things, going 
to Christian events is not enough.  God is looking for us to be committed to his Son.   
 
5. The Committed 
That was the final group: Mark 3:13-15: “Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they 
came to him. 14 He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send 
them out to preach 15 and to have authority to drive out demons.” These weren’t the only ones that were committed to 
Jesus, but the apostles that Jesus chose to lay the foundation of the new community that he was bringing in were truly 
committed to him.   
a) Not Perfect 
Not that they were perfect.  

 The list of people starts with “Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter).” Mark 3:16.  He would deny Jesus at the most 
critical of times.   

 The list also included “James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means 
Sons of Thunder)” Mark 3:17 which is probably because they were more comfortable with condemning others and 
competing for honour than Jesus’ ministry of mercy and grace. 

 There was also “Thomas” Mark 3:18.  He struggled with doubt and refused to believe the resurrection without seeing 
the physical proof for himself.   

 And the rest were not that different.  On the night that Jesus was betrayed, “everyone deserted him and fled.” Mark 
14:50  

 
b) But Dedicated 
But despite their failures, their heart was committed to Christ!  They’d left everything to follow Jesus.  They’d taken that 
leap and put their faith in him.  They’d given him their lives.  They’d dedicated themselves to following him!   
 
And as a result, he brought them into a life worth living.  They were given a purpose and calling to change the world as they 
were sent “to preach” Mark 3:14 the good news of the kingdom of God through faith in Jesus.  They also saw God work in 
power as they also were called: “to have authority to drive out demons.” Mark 3:15 
 
But most wonderful of all, they were given the amazing gift of the presence of Christ!  “That they might be with him.” Mark 
3:14.  Jesus became their Saviour, their Teacher, their Counsellor, their Comforter, their Shepherd, their Friend, their Lord!   
 
Conclusion 
Yes there is a cost in true discipleship.  Committing our lives to Jesus does mean that we need to leave everything and 
follow him!   
We need to stand against the condemnation of the critics.   
We need to go beyond what is acceptable to the concerned.   
We need to step out from the crowd. 
And reject the temptation of the counterfeit.   
 
But if we truly commit our lives to Christ, if we give him our all – accepting him truly as Saviour and Lord – then we can live 
out God’s purpose for our lives, we can experience God’s power in us, and most wonderful of all, we can enjoy God’s 
presence with us!    Are we ready to make that commitment?  Are we ready to take that leap and give our lives to Christ? 
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