
ECF 15th December 2013 God is Glorious Mark 9:2-8 
This is such a busy time of year.  There are Christmas cards to write, shopping to do, presents to buy, dinners to plan, 
houses to decorate, people to visit, families to spend time with, parties to organise, Christmas movies to watch, extra 
Christmas services to attend.  Sometimes it seems like an endless list of things to do. 
 
No wonder it can be so difficult to keep our focus on what we believe is the real message of Christmas.  In the busyness of 
everything else, it is so easy to lose sight of God’s gift of his Son!  This time of year should be all about Jesus.  It should be 
one of the easiest times to remember him and focus on him.  And yet it so easy to let Christ be squeezed out of Christmas. 
 
But I don’t think that this is just a problem at Christmas.  Giving God the proper place in our lives is always difficult. It always 
takes effort and commitment.  There are always many things, even good things, that can take our focus away from him.  As 
a result God is often squeezed out to the corners of our lives.  He becomes marginalised, confined to the periphery of our 
lives.  We restrict his access to our lives and minimise his impact on our lives.   
 
One of the reasons for this is often that we’ve lost sight of who God really is and how crucially important he is in our lives. 
We’ve allowed other things to crowd him out, simply because deep down, we think other things are more important than 
him!  We reduced the great and awesome God to a giver of gifts when we need a hand, an emergency service in a tight 
squeeze, an insurance policy just in case, or even just a cute little baby in a manger.   
 
But in our next section of Mark, Jesus shows us that God is greater, more glorious and more important than this.   
 
Mark 9:2-8: “After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were 
all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world 
could bleach them. 4 And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one 
for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) 
7 Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to 
him!” 
8 Suddenly, when they looked round, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.” 
 
1. He is More Necessary Than We Think 
Six days after Jesus gave his challenge to deny themselves, take up their cross and follow him, he took Peter, James and 
John up a mountain.  Mark says “they were all alone.” Mark 9:2.  But Jesus wasn’t looking simply for solitude.  Luke tells us 
that he went there to pray.  Jesus was again seeking intimacy with his heavenly Father.  As we’ve seen before, Jesus knew 
the importance of private time alone with God.  At the centre of Jesus’ life and ministry was his relationship with God!   
 
But the disciples weren’t as focussed on prayer.  In fact, they fell asleep: “Peter and his companions were very sleepy…”  
Luke 9:32  They nearly missed this whole event because they were so sleepy!   
 
Unfortunately, these disciples were not the last followers of Jesus to fall asleep in a prayer time.  I think we’ve all been 
there.  Some of us have snoozed through prayer times, others have let our minds wander and our focus be taken up by 
something else.  I think it is because we struggle to see the importance of times of prayer.  They seem like an optional extra.  
Not really a matter of life and death!   
 
a) We need to give God our attention 
But those who really pray – those who pray with vigour, with energy, with passion – are those who recognise their need.  
They give God their full attention because they knew that they desperately need him!   
 
The Psalms are full of these desperate prayers to God – not just for the things they need from God, but more than this, for 
the presence of God himself.  “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?" Psalm 42:1–2  
 
Until we realise our need of God’s help, his grace, his power, his peace, and most of all his presence, then we will never 
really see our need of spending time in prayer!  
 
2. He is more glorious than we can imagine 
The disciples had missed the prayer time, but when they woke up, they saw something happen beyond their imagination.  
Mark says about Jesus that “He was transfigured before them.”  Mark 9:2  Jesus’ appearance completely changed. 
 



Mark 9:3 says: “His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.” Daz, Bold, Persil or 
even Vanish, could get clothes as white as his.  This was a unearthly whiteness – a supernatural brightness!   
 
Luke reports that: “the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.” Luke 9:29  
And Matthew records: “His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.” Matthew 17:2 
 
The gospel writers were struggling to describe something that none of us have seen.  Jesus literally shone – brighter than 
white, than lightning that lights up the evening sky, than the sun that shines at midday.  He was more glorious than we can 
imagine!  But why?  What was happening?  What did this mean?   
 
a) Don’t Miss his True Identity 
I thin many of us are used to the idea of Jesus as this humble, poor looking man – a man who on the outside looked 
ordinary, just like everyone else.  Isaiah prophesies of him: “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him.” Isaiah 53:2  There was nothing extra-ordinary about how Jesus looked.  In 
appearance, Jesus was in many ways an ordinary man.   
 
But appearances can be deceiving.  How Jesus looked and who he is, was very different.  Jesus may have looked ordinary, 
but he is far from ordinary!  Rather this is the miracle of the incarnation - that in Mary’s womb, God was manifest in flesh, 
the person of God was confined to a little human body.  Paul describes this famously in Philippians 2:6-7:   
“Who, being in very nature God,  
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
7 but made himself nothing,  
taking the very nature of a servant,  
being made in human likeness!”  
 
So during his life on earth, Jesus’ appearance did not fully represent who he was.  The true glory of his deity, the full 
awesomeness of majesty, the extent of his power, real the true magnificence of his holiness was hidden.   
 
But for a moment, on this mountain it was as if the veil was lifted, the fog cleared and his glory burst out.  For a short time, 
Jesus allowed his glory to radiate through His whole being.  And these disciples were privileged to catch a glimpse of the 
true nature of Jesus, the Son of God!  Peter would later write: “We were eye-witnesses of his majesty.” 2 Peter 1:16   This 
mountaintop experience was a revelation of the true glory of Christ!   
 
b) Don’t Misunderstand his Cross 
This was such an important lesson for his disciples.  They would soon see him arrested, ridiculed, condemned, tortured, 
nailed to a cross in agony and shame.  They needed to know that this was not because Jesus had been mistaken, 
overpowered or defeated.  Rather this was because the Son of God willingly set aside his glory, “he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death—even death on a cross.” Philippians 2:8.  The cross is not the defeat by evil of a powerless man, 
but the victory over evil of our glorious God!   
 
And they needed to know, that one day, he would be exalted again.  His glory would be revealed to the whole world.  One 
day he will return “in his Father’s glory with his holy angels.” Mark 8:38 
 
And it was this reality that would encourage them to follow him, even on the path of suffering.  If we have trusted in Jesus, 
then we are called children of God and “If we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.” Romans 8:17   Understanding the glory of 
Christ helps us to understand not only the true identity of our Lord and Saviour and his cross, but his glorious future and our 
share in that glory!   
 
c) Don’t Minimise his Power 
I think it is so important for us to have a fresh revelation of the glory of Christ, especially at this time of year.  We rightly 
focus on Jesus as a baby lying in the manger, but we mustn’t forget that he is at the same time our Lord, our God who is 
more glorious than we can ever imagine.   
 
Yes, in his grace and his love Christ calls us to come to him as we are, with all our struggles and weaknesses.  But we mustn’t 
come arrogantly or carelessly as if we’re coming to our equal.  We’re coming to worship our holy, powerful, glorious God 
and so we must “Worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.”” Hebrews 12:28–29   
We need to come and bow before him and worship him as Lord and God.   
 



3. He is more significant than any other  
Of course, this means that they needed to recognise Jesus’ true significance in God’s kingdom.  This was an amazing part of 
the lesson of that day.  When Jesus was transfigured before the disciples, he was not on his own: “There appeared before 
them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.” Mark 9:4 
 
a) Don’t Focus on the Servants of God  
Moses was one of the greatest leaders the nation of Israel ever had.  He led them out of slavery in Egypt and for 40 years in 
the desert.  He took them right up to the border of the Promised Land.  And he gave them their law:  “The law was given 
through Moses.” John 1:17  As the writer of the first 5 books, the Pentateuch, his foundational role in the nation was crucial.  
  
Elijah was widely recognised as one of the most stunning prophets of the Old Testament era.  He did amazing things for God 
– especially on Mount Carmel where he had this amazing face-off against the 450 prophets of Baal.  You can read the 
amazing incident in 1 Kings 18 but basically he and the prophets of Baal had a contest to see whose God could set fire to 
their sacrifice.   
 
The prophets of Baal went first and they danced and shouted and cut themselves in an attempt to get their god to send fire 
onto their sacrifice.  They did this from morning until evening – but nothing happened.   
 
Then Elijah took his turn.  He built his altar with 12 stones.  Then he got 12 jars of water poured on his sacrifice.  Then he 
simply prayed.  “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am 
your servant.” 1 Kings 18:36   And fire fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the water.  And then the 
people fell down and cried: “The LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is God!” 1 Kings 18:39 
 
And here these two amazing men of God were, talking to Jesus.  No wonder, Peter wanted to keep them all there.  In his 
fear and desperate need to say something, he blurted out, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” Mark 9:5  “We’ll make sure they’re comfortable,” Peter was saying, “just 
let’s keep these guys here.” 
 
b) Don’t Neglect the Son of God  
But Peter hadn’t understood the situation correctly. This is why God intervened at that point and spoke to them from the 
cloud that enveloped them:  “This is my Son, whom I love.”  Mark 9:7 
 
Yes, as representatives of the Law and the Prophets, Moses and Elijah were important servants in God’s kingdom and it was 
a privilege to see them.  But someone far greater was there.  Not a servant of God, but the Son of God!  And so when the 
disciples next looked round, “they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.” Mark 9:8   
 
In an age with so many distractions, when so many people compete for our attention, when there are so many famous 
teachers and celebrity preachers, we need to reemphasise the uniqueness of Christ.  Jesus is more significant than anyone 
else.  And so spending time with him, developing our relationship with him, is the most important thing we do.  “Let us fix 
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.” Hebrews 12:2 
 
When we fail to do this, our lives lose their proper focus, perspective and purpose.  We fail to live the life that we were 
designed, created, called and redeemed to live.  Because life really should be focussed on Christ.  He is more significant than 
any other. 
 
4. His words are more important than everyone else’s  
One of the symptoms that shows that we’ve lost this proper perspective is that we place an unhealthy emphasis on our 
ideas.  It sounds crazy, I know, but so often we fall into the trap of thinking that our thoughts, our ideas, our plans are just as 
valid as God’s.   
 
a) Don’t Demand our Way  
When that happens prayer stops being about our passionate plea for “your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10 and it becomes all about our will, our wants, what we feel we need.   
 
We become like Peter was when Jesus revealed God’s plan of the cross to his disciples?  “Never, Lord… This shall never 
happen to you!” Matthew 16:22.  We start to give God advice about what he should do, as if we know better.   
 
Or we start to treat his commands like suggestions that can be adapted, changed, twisted to conform to our personal 
preferences or our changing culture.  We forget that his commands are not something arbitrary but that they are his call to 



live in a way that is consistent with his purity and holiness – that he calls to us, “Be holy, because I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16  
 
b) Listen to God’s Word   
On this mountain Peter called Jesus, “Rabbi…”  Mark 9:5 as a mark of respect.  But Jesus was not just a teacher like all the 
rest.  His words were not up for debate.  His ideas were not open to correction or improvement.  If Jesus truly is the Son of 
God, then his words carry an authority like no other.   
 
So when God spoke from the cloud, he said: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”  Mark 9:7  The disciples had to 
listen to Jesus - more than that, they had to obey him – because Jesus’ words are more important than any other.  He is the 
Word of God, the revelation of God to this world!    
 
So his words are even more important than the Law that Moses shared with the nation of Israel.  His words are more 
important than the Word of the Lord that Elijah and the other prophets shared.  That’s not because their words were not 
revelation from God!  Rather it is because Jesus is the full and final revelation of God. “In the past God spoke to our 
forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things.” Hebrews 1:1–2 
 
This is why the message of Christ should be at the centre of our lives – they are God’s final words to us.  There will never be 
an update or upgrade.  Nobody else’s words can ever claim to rival his.  Nobody else’s advice, thoughts, directions or 
instructions are as important.  We can never base our lives on any better foundation than the Word of God that is Jesus 
Christ.  As Peter declared on a day when he got this: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We 
believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” John 6:68–69  
 
Conclusion 
And so this is why we mustn’t let anything distract us from making Christ the centre of our lives.   

 He is more necessary than we think 

 He is more glorious than we imagine 

 He is more significant than any other 

 His words are more important than any other 
 
So let’s not let anything take our focus away from him.  Let us fix our eyes on him.  Let us listen to him.  Let us follow him.  
Let us worship him!   
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