
ECF 8th December 2013 God is Able to Open Blind Eyes Mark 8:22-38 
Over the past few months, in Mark’s gospel, we’ve seen Jesus heal people in many different extraordinary ways.  Jesus 
often healed people through touching them – he took Peter’s mother-in-law by the hand and helped her up, he touched the 
leper and spoke to him, he took Jairus’ daughter by the hand and told her to get up.   
 
Other times he simply spoke and people were healed – as he did to the man with the shrivelled hand in the synagogue, the 
man who had the legion of demons and for the daughter of the Syro-Phoenician woman.   
 
And sometimes Jesus healed in one-off ways that stood out as different – like when he healed the haemorrhaging woman 
through her touching the hem of his cloak and when he healed the deaf and mute man by sticking his fingers in his ears, 
spitting and touching his tongue. 
 
But there was something that was identical in each of these amazing miracles.  The healing was instant, total, complete.  
Through the power of Jesus, these people’s lives were immediately transformed. 
 
But the miracle recorded in the middle of Mark 8, is different.  In fact it is unique among all the recorded miracles of Jesus.  
That’s because it didn’t happen instantly.  The man who came to Jesus was not immediately healed.  There were two-
distinct stages to his healing.  So why?  Why did Jesus heal this man differently?  Let’s read Mark 8:22-26: “They came to 
Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him. 23 He took the blind man by the hand and 
led him outside the village. When he had spat on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see 
anything?” 
24 He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.” 
25 Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw 
everything clearly. 26 Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t go into the village.” 
 
1. Many People Cannot See the Truth 
a) Blind Eyes 
“Some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him.” Mark 8:22 This blind man was in obvious need.  He 
lived in complete darkness, with every aspect of his life dominated by his blindness.  He desperately needed help.   
 
b) Blind Minds 
But he wasn’t the only one suffering from blindness that day.  There were many people whose spiritual eyes were blind.  
They had eyes, but could not see!  Jesus talked about this afterwards as they walked along the road:  Mark 8:27-28: “Jesus 
and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 
28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”   
  
Many people saw what Jesus did, they heard what he said, they experienced his miracles – but they didn’t understand who 
he was.  Some like the Pharisees concluded that he was an evil imposter.  Others like Herod saw him simply as a threat to 
their position.  Others were so impacted by his obvious commitment to God and passion for people that they concluded 
that he must be a returning prophet – like John the Baptist or Elijah.  But all of them were in the dark as to who Jesus really 
was. 
 
Even Jesus’ disciples struggled to understand Jesus’ true identity.  Just last week, we saw the disciples worrying about not 
having any bread.  At that time Jesus asked them: “Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened?” Mark 
8:17  And people today still struggle to answer the question of who Jesus really is.  These are some answers that people 
give.  Video: Who is Jesus? 
 
Many see Jesus as just a great teacher, a good man reinvented by the biblical authors, a con-man, a deluded man, or even a 
mythical person who didn’t even exist.  But really we should not be surprised.  Paul says that “The god of this age has 
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.” 2 Corinthians 4:4  Satan has blinded the hearts and minds of those who haven’t accepted Jesus.  They are walking in 
darkness.   
 
This may explain our frustrations in trying to share our faith.  We can preach the gospel faithfully, we can explain what the 
Bible says, we can seek to give answers to people’s obstacles to faith, w can even demonstrate the reality of what God has 
done in our lives - But all our efforts on their own will never bring people to an acceptance of Christ!   That’s because they 
are blind to that truth!  They need their eyes opened!  And that is beyond our power! 
 
  



2. Jesus Can Open Blind Eyes 
But we can rejoice this morning because Jesus has shown us that God is able to open blind eyes and darkened minds.   

 
a) Partial Sight  
When the people begged Jesus to touch the blind man Jesus removed him from their sight.  “He took the blind man by the 
hand and led him outside the village.” Mark 8:23.  Again Jesus is not a publicity seeker and he wouldn’t pander to the 
crowd’s desire to see the spectacular.  He was ministering to this one individual out of compassion, with sensitivity and 
grace. 
 
Jesus spat on the man’s eye, put his hands on him.  And then he asked: “Do you see anything?” Mark 8:23 
 
Now, if you were reading through Mark’s gospel, you’d assume you’d know what would come next.  You’d expect the man 
to open his eyes, be amazed at everything he saw and start to praise God for his amazing healing.  After all, again and again, 
he is the one who could raise the dead, calm the storms, cast out demons with a word.  And so we know that he has the 
power to heal this man’s blind eyes instantly.   
 
Later on Jesus will demonstrate his power in this way.  When he met Bartimaeus outside of Jericho, Mark records: “Go,” 
said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.” Mark 10:52 
 
And yet surprisingly, the man was not instantly healed.  Instead he said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.”  
Mark 8:24  This was a miracle.  He could see much more than he could before.  Where before there had been complete 
darkness – now there was an appreciation of light, shapes, movement.  But there was no clarity, no definition, no accuracy 
in his vision!  So what was happening?  What was Jesus doing? 
 
b) Supernatural Revelation 
I think that this was a picture of what had been happening in the lives of his disciples.  They used to be blind – just like the 
others who didn’t understand the identity of Jesus.  But their minds were being opened to the true identity of Jesus.  Mark 
8:29: “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.” 
 
This was an amazing declaration – especially considering where they were, in the region of Caesarea Philippi.  This city had 
been known as a worship centre dedicated to the worship of Pan, the Greek nature god.  Then, later, Herod the Great built 
a marble temple to Augustus Caesar, who had given him the town.  And Philip the tetrarch later in the same emperor’s reign 
further adorned the town, renaming it Caesarea in the emperor’s honour.  
 
But here in the town made famous by its worship of a pagan god and dedicated to honour the Roman Emperor, Peter 
declared that Jesus is the Christ.  He is the truly anointed one.  He is the promised Messiah, the rightful king, God’s chosen 
one who was coming to establish God’s kingdom.   
 
But of course Peter and the other disciples couldn’t take the credit for this insight.  They couldn’t boast that they had seen 
Jesus’ true identity when others had been blind to it.  That’s because they didn’t come to this conclusion through their 
greater intelligence, deeper discernment or better knowledge.  No, this was because of the miraculous work of God in their 
lives.  This was the result of supernatural revelation.  Jesus said to Peter: “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was 
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.” Matthew 16:17  
 
If we’re here this morning as people who know the true identity of Jesus, then we cannot be proud about it.  We cannot and 
must not look down on others who struggle to see this.  We must not think of ourselves as superior.  We can see who Jesus 
is, not because of our greater intellect or sensitivity, but because of the revelation of God in our hearts.  “For God, who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:6 
 
If we know Jesus this morning, then we can rejoice that God has opened up our hearts and minds and we can fall on our 
knees in gratitude and praise. 
 
3. We Need to Accept God’s Truth 
Peter had been blessed with an amazing revelation.  But very soon it became clear that his understanding of Jesus was at 
this stage only partial.   
 
  



a) Not Mankind’s Way 
Mark 8:31-32: “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about 
this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.” 
 
Jesus had opened the eyes of Peter and disciples.  They’d accepted to some extent who he was.  They’d grown in their 
understanding of God and his kingdom.  But at this stage, their eyesight was dim.  Like that blind man, they had no clarity, 
no definition, no accuracy in their vision!   
 
Peter had seen Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, the anointed one from God bringing in God’s kingdom.  But he hadn’t 
understood the true nature of this kingdom and he hadn’t understood how Jesus was going to initiate it.  He hadn’t 
understood the necessity of the cross.  In fact, he refused to accept it. 
 
That’s why Jesus had to strongly rebuked Peter: Mark 8:33: “But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  Peter’s 
viewpoint, his ambition and his understanding was based on human ideas.  His mind was still focused on a Messiah reigning 
in an earthly kingdom and bringing earthly riches and freedoms.  He hadn’t understood or accepted God’s plan of salvation. 
 
In fact, Peter continued to struggle with this despite Jesus’ repeated warnings.  Even on the night Jesus was arrested, Peter 
still was resisting God’s plan.  In the garden he tried to stop the arrest by fighting with the high priest’s servant.  And in the 
courtyard where Jesus was interrogated, Peter denied Jesus three times because he was so confused by the seeming defeat 
of his Messiah.  
 
I think many people that we meet are still at this stage.  They’ve been blessed with some kind of understanding about Jesus.  
They accept that he is the Son of God, that he was born of Mary, that he died on a cross - but still they have not had the 
revelation of the necessity of the cross.  They haven’t grasped that through the cross they can receive the free and full gift 
of eternal life.  “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:18  
 
b) But the way of the cross  
But you know, if we were honest this morning, I think that we’d have to admit that sometimes we still struggle to accept 
God’s way.  Yes, many of us here have understood that Jesus had to die and rise again to pay for our sins.  And by simply 
trusting in him we have received his forgiveness and grace.   
 
But we struggle to see that following Jesus, means that we too need to take up our cross.  Mark 8:34 “If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  
 
We need to be careful what Jesus is saying here.  Sometimes we talk about people having a heavy cross to bear, meaning 
that some people seem to have great difficulties in their life - like an illness, a difficult family setting or a disability or 
limitation of some sort!  But for Jesus, the cross was not a picture of a burden or difficulty in life.  It was a means of death.   
 
A man carrying his cross, was a man walking to his execution.  He was a dead man walking.  So Jesus was saying that when 
he calls people to follow him, he calls them to deny themselves and to die to themselves.   
 
This is what it means to be a Christian.  It is someone who has turned their back on serving themselves and doing what they 
want.  That life with their plans, their desires, their ambitions at the centre is dead and gone. 
 
And instead, they have committed to following Jesus – accepting him as Lord of every day, every decision, every plan, every 
relationship, every aspect of our lives.   
 
Being a Christian is the way of the cross.  It is to say, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 
 
Of course that can be difficult.  Not only do we need to battle our own self-centredness.  We also need to suffer the ridicule 
of the world.  “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” Mark 8:38   To follow Jesus means that we are 
willing to lay down our lives for him and be willing to be rejected and ridiculed for him. 
 
But Jesus showed us that the way of the cross leads to future glory.  It did for him, and it will for us.  Jesus went on to teach 



this to his disciples: “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will 
save it.” Mark 8:35 
 
If we hold onto our lives for ourselves, if we demand our plans, our goals, our will – then we will end up losing everything!  
But if we give our lives to Jesus, if we trust in his atoning sacrifice for our sins, if we accept him as Lord of all – then we will 
receive his forgiveness, acceptance, love, adoption into God’s family, direct access to God, true freedom, fulfilment and 
purpose in our lives, and the certain hope sharing in his glory in heaven! It is in losing living for Jesus that we find true life. 
 
4. Jesus Can Fully Dispel the Darkness 
Of course this is difficult to accept.  The way of the cross goes against our human logic and selfish natures.  But there was 
hope for Peter and the disciples with their warped ideas of God’s kingdom.  There is hope for a world that thinks it know 
better than God.  And there is hope for us, who struggle to accept God’s ways.   
 
a) Clear Sight 
Jesus didn’t leave the man with partial sight, seeing people like trees walking around.  Jesus again put his hands on the 
man’s eyes.  “Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.”  Mark 8:25  Now the man 
saw everything.  Now he had clarity, definition, accuracy and recognition.   
 
b) Full Understanding 
This is what happened to Peter and the disciples.  Jesus again opened up their minds.  He started with teaching them about 
the necessity of the cross, as he did in this passage.   
 
But this revelation was completed with his own death and resurrection.  It was only when they saw him, risen from the 
grave and victorious over death, and received the gift of his Holy Spirit, did they fully understand the power of the cross and 
the reality of God’s salvation plan.  And then they were ready to share this news with the world.   
 
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up and declared about Jesus that:  “This man was handed over to you by God’s set 
purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God 
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on 
him.” Acts 2:23–24   He understood that the cross was not only necessary, but it was part of God’s great plan of salvation to 
bring forgiveness and freedom and a future to mankind!   
 
And he understood that following Jesus also meant the way of rejection and suffering.  His letter focuses on this issue: “If 
you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.” 1 Peter 4:16  
 
c) The Light of the World 
And God can do the same work of revelation in our lives, and in the lives of those around us.  Jesus promised us: “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12  
 
We do not need to live in the darkness of blindness or with the fuzziness of partial sight.  If we come to Jesus, and humble 
ourselves before him, he will open our eyes and he lead us into his truth.   
 
God is able to open blind eyes.  He is able to soften hard hearts.  He is able to reveal truth to closed minds.  I pray that God 
will do this in our lives – and in the lives of those around us.    
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