
ECF 12th January 2014 A Committed Community Romans 12:1-21 
Video: Fan or Follower 
There are lots of people who are willing to be fans of Jesus – to be enthusiastic admirers of him, to be his casual 
acquaintances who turn up now and again to enjoy his presence, receive a few blessings and cheer on those giving their all 
on the field. 
 
But Jesus is looking for more than that from us.  He has called us to follow him, to be a committed and involved member of 
his church.  Our Mission Statement says, “Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship aims to see people changed by Jesus and 
become COMMITTED members of community of believers…”  
 
Read Romans 12:1-2:  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing 
and perfect will.” 
 
1. God’s Commitment to Us 
When Paul urged his readers to respond “in view of God’s mercy.” Romans 12:1, he was pointing them back to what he’d 
described in the previous 11 chapters of his letter.   It is God’s plan of salvation: the good news of the Father’s love for a 
guilty world, Jesus’ willing sacrifice on the cross to pay the full price of our sins so that we could be declared righteous in 
God’s sight, and the empowering work of the Holy Spirit to transform lives and enable us to live a brand new life.   
 
It is God’s commitment to us.  “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Romans 5:8  And it is in view of this – his unconditional love, sacrificial death, and faithful presence in our lives – that Paul 
calls us to be a committed community!   
 
God doesn’t call us to be committed so that we can be saved, or so we can pay God back for our salvation – but as an 
expression of our love and deep gratitude for all that God has done in our lives.  Our commitment should be a reflection of 
and a response to God’s commitment to us.   
 
2. Our Commitment to God 
So our commitment should naturally be, first and foremost, to God.  But Paul calls us here to a challenging level of 
commitment.   
 

a) A Complete Sacrifice 
I think that when we recognise what God has done in our lives, it’s relatively easy to give to him a part of our lives – a couple 
of hours on a Sunday, a 5 minute quiet time each day, a percentage of our income put in the offering box.  But “to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices.” Romans 12:1 is not about giving God part of our lives, it is about giving God all of our lives.  
It is a complete sacrifice to God. 
 
It means that we give him our heart – loving him as first in our lives.  Jesus said the first and most important commandment.  
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” Matthew 22:37  
 
But it also means that we live out this out in practical, everyday ways.  It means that we give him 

 Our eyes to read his Word.   

 Our minds to investigate his truth. 

 Our lips to praise his name and share the gospel.  

 Our feet to walk in his paths. 

 Our ears to listen to those in despair and discouragement. 

 Our arms to express God’s love to the lonely and hurting.   

 Our hands to do his work, reaching out to this world. 
 
This doesn’t mean we should be constantly in church services or ministries.  But it means that everything that we say, 
everywhere we go, everything that we do will be done for God.   “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17   
 

b) A Dedicated Sacrifice 
So Paul calls us to make a decisive dedication of our lives to God!  To be offer our lives as “holy and pleasing to God.” 
Romans 12:1  Holy means set apart for God’s use.  So although we’ll never be perfect here on earth, being committed to 
God means we’re willing to be set apart from this world and be dedicated to God.   



 
It is what we declare in our baptism.  It is a crucially important declaration that we have decided to give our life to Christ 
and be dedicated to living for him.   
 

c) A Daily Sacrifice 
And we need to live this out every day by refusing to just go along with what this world thinks is ok.  “Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world.” Romans 12:2  We’re supposed to be different from this unbelieving world, with 
different attitudes, values, morals and goals.   
 
That’s because we’re committed to God’s attitudes, values, morals and goals.  So our lives need to “be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.” Romans 12:2.  The word transformed here is the same word used of Jesus when he went up a 
mountain with Peter, James and John and “he was transfigured before them.” Mark 9:2.  As we saw a few weeks ago, Jesus’ 
appearance was changed as his clothes became dazzling white as his true glory was revealed.   
 
We need to express in our lives the inner transformation that happened when we trusted in Jesus.  We are a new creation, 
and God wants us to be committed to living this out as we allow God’s Word and God’s Spirit to renew our thinking and 
convictions.   
 
“Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is.” Romans 12:2  We’ll be able to know God’s will, and prove 
through our experience that although it is not easy or comfortable, God’s will is always “good, pleasing and perfect.” 
Romans 12:2.   
 
We will be passionately committed to God’s will in our lives.  As Paul says in Romans 12:9, we will “Hate what is evil, cling to 
what is good.”  We’ll then we will run from everything that God hates and we’ll stick like glue to the good that he loves.   
 

d) An Enthusiastic Sacrifice 
Clearly this is a costly sacrifice.  Giving God our lives and standing out from the crowd is not easy.  But if we are going to 
honour God and what he has done in our lives then we can’t be reluctant, half-hearted or indifferent in our service for him.   
 
“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.” Romans 12:11  If God is who he says he is, if we 
believe that he is worth serving, if we are amazed and grateful for his love and grace in our lives, then we will be excited, 
passionate, eager to live for him and serve him with our lives.   
 
It is a willing and enthusiastic sacrifice that Paul says “This is your spiritual act of worship.” Romans 12:1  This is the 
commitment that shows our appreciation of God, that honours him.  He deserves nothing less than our lives laid down in 
complete, dedicated, daily and enthusiastic commitment to the one who loved us and gave himself for us.    
 
3. Our Commitment to Each Other 
But if we are doing this we will also be committed to each other.  
a) Be Connected to each other 
That’s because being a Christian means being part of the Body of Christ.  Romans 12:4-5: “Just as each of us has one body 
with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the others.”   
 
When we trusted in Christ we were also connected to every other follower of Christ.  We became part of the community of 
believers.  Peter says “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.” 1 Peter 2:9 
 
This is an central part of God’s plan of salvation.  Jesus didn’t just come to save individuals, but to save a people for himself.  
The Church, the community of God’s people, is at the centre of God’s plan for our lives.   
 
We’re united as one people and God wants us to live out our faith in association with each other.  Fellowship with other 
believers isn’t an optional extra for us.  It is an integral part of what it means to be a follower of Christ!  To be an isolated 
Christian, separated from other believers, is to miss a huge part of God’s plan for our lives.   
 
Our membership is a way to formally express this commitment to each other – to make a clear statement that we’re in this 
Christian life together.  If you’d like to know more about becoming a member then please just speak to me afterwards. 
 
b) Be Co-Workers with Each other 
But this commitment needs to be expressed in our everyday lives too.  The teaching of the Body of Christ emphasises not 



just our connectedness, but also our partnership in working together for a common good.  Our goal is not just our individual 
growth and fruitfulness, but for the growth and fruitfulness of God’s community. 
 
For that to happen, each of us need to fulfil our God-given role.  Romans 12:6:-8: “We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is 
teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give 
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”   
 
We’ll cover this in more detail in our Network course, but this passage teaches us that we’ve all received a spiritual gift – a 
special enabling by God to serve him.  These gifts are different, according to God’s plan for our lives.  No-one has every gift.  
No-one has no gift.  The key is that God wants us to be committed to discovering, developing and using the gifts he has 
given us for the benefit of others. 
 
So this is what church is.  It’s not a group where some people serve and others watch and criticize.  Rather it is a body, 
where each member does its part because we’re eager to serve God just as he has designed us to.  And as a result we’re 
able to do more together than we could ever do on our own! 
 
c) Be Devoted to each other 
But we’re not only to be connected to each other and work together as the Body of Christ.  We are also called to “Be 
devoted to one another in brotherly love.”  Romans 12:10  God doesn’t want us to be casual acquaintances, members of a 
club, or even just fellow-worshippers who attend the Sunday services or colleagues who work together.  He wants us to be 
committed to each other because we’re brothers and sisters in Christ!   
 
Our faith in Christ hasn’t only brought us into a relationship with God as our Father, but into a relationship with God’s 
people as our family.  “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26  And so God wants us to live as 
family.   
 
The old saying goes, “You can choose your friends but you can’t choose your family.”  And it is the same in the church 
family.  We don’t have the right to pick and choose which followers of Jesus are our brothers and sisters in Christ.  So Paul 
says, : “Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.” Romans 12:16  God 
has united us together, and so we need to accept each other and be committed to each other in love.   
 
d) Be Authentic with each other 
But if our relationships with each other are going to be real and committed, then we also need to be authentic with each 
other.  That can be difficult as most of us like to hide some aspects of who we are.  Have a look at this:  Video: Masks 
 
“Love must be sincere.”  Romans 12:9. It literally means, love must be without hypocrisy.  The actors in the theatre in Paul’s 
day were called hypokritēs.  They wore a mask to hide who they were so they could pretend to be something they were not.   
 
But if we are going to be committed to each other as God wants, we need to take our masks off.  We need to be real with 
each other.  We need let other people get to know us as we really are –with our faults and failings.   
 
Of course this can be difficult.  It can feel uncomfortable and dangerous.  What if we open up to people, and they judge us, 
condemn us or reject us?  But if we want to experience Christian fellowship we need to take those masks off. 
 
Maybe we need to start by not only being real with each other – but by being real with ourselves.  “Do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God 
has given you.” Romans 12:3.  We need to see ourselves as we really are.  That means we need to see our faults and failings.  
We need to own up to our limitations and weaknesses.  But also we need to see ourselves as loved by God, accepted by 
Christ, indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  When we accept our true value in God’s sight, then this can give us the confidence, the 
security to be vulnerable with others. 
 
e) Be Helpful to Each Other 
This authenticity will also grow as we support each other through the different times of our lives.  Paul challenges us to 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice” Romans 12:15  He doesn’t want us to compete for honour – like the world does.  Instead, 
he wants us to do everything we can to “Honour one another above yourselves.” Romans 12:10.  Not to flatter them, but to 
acknowledge them, to highlight their achievements, to express gratitude for what they’re doing.  
 
But God also wants us to be committed to each other in the difficult times in our lives.  So as well as rejoicing with those 



who rejoice, he wants us wants us to “Mourn with those who mourn!” Romans 12:15  We’re not to be fair-weather friends 
who disappear when the clouds roll in.  God wants us to share in our times of sadness and sorrow.   
 
He also wants us to share in our times of need.  “Share with God’s people who are in need. Practise hospitality.” Romans 
12:13  To open our wallets, our homes, our fridges, our calendars to provide what we can to support those in need. 
 
He also wants us to share in the times of struggle.  “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:12  
Being committed means that when troubles, distress or pressures come into other people’s lives, we do not give up, we 
don’t walk away.  We are patient, steadfast, hopeful and prayerful!   
 
Of course God wants us to be committed to each other because that’s what he is like.  He says to us: “Never will I leave you; 
never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5  And he wants us his children to be equally faithful to each other.  
 
f) Be Gracious with Each Other 
This faithfulness even extends to when we are hurt and offended by each other.  Our aim should be to “Live in harmony 
with one another.” Romans 12:16. God wants us to be united with common priorities and purposes.  
 
So Paul says, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”  Romans 12:18  We are not to go 
looking for a fight or an argument.  We’re to do what we can to get along with each other.   
 
But this will not always be possible.  But even then, when we’re hurt, offended, criticised or condemned, God wants us to 
remain committed by being gracious to each other.  This means we refuse to retaliate or seek revenge:  “Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil.”  Romans 12:17    
 
And instead we should show grace to those who’ve sinned against us: “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse.” Romans 12:14  We need to express love to those who hurt us and in doing this “overcome evil with good.” Romans 
12:21  Being committed to others means that we express the same mercy and grace to others that God expresses to us.   
 
Conclusion 
So this is God’s purpose for our lives.  He wants us to be a committed community. 

 Committed to living each day for him as a complete, dedicated and enthusiastic living sacrifice.   

 Committed to living with each other – as the Body of Christ and as brothers and sisters in the Lord.  

 And to do all of this as a response to and a reflection of the amazing commitment of God to us who loved us so much 
that he gave his own Son for us. 

Andrew Burt 
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