
ECF 19th January 2014 A Celebrating Community Luke 19:28-40 
Last February, Emma Anderson was dragged from a train by a security guard in Miami.  The security guard had asked her to 
leave the train, but she refused.  So the security guard grabbed her shopping trolley to put it onto the platform and force 
her off the train.  But Emma, who was 82 years old, held on and was dragged  with her trolley onto the platform where she 
fell and bruised her shoulder.  The whole thing was videoed by horrified passengers on their mobile phones. 
 
So what had Mrs Anderson done that warranted this treatment?  What crime had she committed that meant it was so 
important to get her off the train?  Well amazingly, it was because there is a strict no dancing, no singing and no instrument 
playing on the Miami-Dade county trains – and Emma Anderson was singing gospel hymns and tapping to them on her thigh 
with a rolled up piece of paper. 
 
I don’t know how pleasant Mrs Anderson’s singing is, and I know we should obey the laws of our land as long as they don’t 
go against God’s – but I have to say I am impressed by this woman’s refusal to let anything stop her from praising her God!   
 
I think we all need a bit more of that passion for praising God.  Our Mission Statement says, “Enniscorthy Christian 
Fellowship aims to see people changed by Jesus and become committed members of community of believers, CELEBRATING 
what God has done…”   We believe that however we feel, whatever we are going through, wherever we are and whatever 
anyone says, God wants us to be a celebrating community. 
 
This morning we’re going to read a passage that we often reserve for the run up to Easter, but it’s a great passage that 
encourages us to be a celebrating community.  Luke 19:28-40: “After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 
saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no-one has ever 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 
34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks 
on the road. 
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully 
to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
 
1. Celebrate Enthusiastically 
Some of us grew up with the idea that praising God was a very serious and sombre thing.  It was always done with quiet 
reverence and respectful solemnity.   And of course God is a holy and awesome God, so it is essential that we “Worship God 
acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’” Hebrews 12:28–29.  We must never be flippant or 
irreverent in our worship of God. 
 
And there are also times when we need to stop, wait in God’s presence in quiet reflection and silent wonder.  Psalm 46:10 
encourages us to “Be still, and know that I am God.”  
 
But that’s not the only way we can worship the Lord.   On this day when Jesus entered Jerusalem sitting on a donkey, his 
disciples were anything by quiet or sombre.  “The whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices.” Luke 
19:37   
 
This was a noisy, energetic and enthusiastic expression of praise.  It was so boisterous that nobody in Jerusalem missed it.  
Matthew records, “When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, ‘Who is this?’” Matthew 21:10  
This was a praise time that rocked a city and everybody noticed.   
 
a) God deserves it! 
In fact the Pharisees accused the disciples of disturbing the peace.  They commanded Jesus: “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!”  Luke 19:39  Of course they weren’t only annoyed by the noise, but by what was being said.  They didn’t believe 
that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was good enough reason for this disturbance. 
 
But Jesus did.  He didn’t rebuke his disciples.  He didn’t tell them to turn it down a notch or too.  Instead, he challenged the 



Pharisees: “If they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” Luke 19:40.  This day was so special, so amazing, that God had to be 
celebrated.  If God’s people refused to do it, then God’s creation would step in!   
 
Jesus believed that God deserves all of our enthusiastic and energetic praise.  Frequently the Psalms encourage us to do the 
same,.  Psalm 95:1–3:   
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.  
For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.”  
 
2. Celebrate Joyfully 
But the disciples didn’t just celebrate and praise God loudly that day because he deserved it, because it was the right thing 
to do.  This was also an expression of their joy!  “The whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices.” 
Luke 19:37  It was almost like this praise just burst out in joy!  
 
a) Because God is at work 
The disciples were praising God “for all the miracles that they had seen.”  Luke 19:37.  They were amazed by all that they’d 
seen Jesus do: Lepers healed, blind eyes opened, demons cast out, paralysed legs strong again, storms calmed, crowds fed, 
dead people raised, broken hearts healed, families restored, lives transformed.  And they needed to celebrate all the 
amazing things that they’d experienced!   
 
The amazing thing is, that the best was still to come.  They’d not yet seen the most amazing example of God’s love 
expressed in Jesus’ willing sacrifice of himself on the cross.  They hadn’t yet seen the risen Christ and understood his victory 
over sin, death and the powers of evil.  They hadn’t yet stood and watched as Jesus ascended into heaven to sit at his 
Father’s right hand.  And they hadn’t yet received the gift of the Holy Spirit that would bring God’s presence to each of them 
in a miraculous way.   
 
No wonder when they experienced all of this, joy-filled praise marked their new community.  “Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 
praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people.” Acts 2:46–47  
 
b) Because Jesus is King 
On Palm Sunday they were also rejoicing that Jesus was coming as king.  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” Luke 19:38  Of course most of them were still thinking of a political king and a earthly kingdom.   
 
How much more should our hearts rejoice this morning because we welcome Jesus, not just as the King of the Jews with a 
temporary and earthbound kingdom, but as the “King of kings and Lord of lords.” Revelation 19:16  
 
c) Because we are Saved 
They also were rejoicing in God’s salvation.  Their cries that day were “Hosanna to the Son of David… Hosanna in the 
highest!” Matthew 21:9.  Hosanna means save.  It was an enthusiastic expression of praise and hope in God’s salvation.   
 
But they hadn’t yet experienced the joy of knowing that their sins were totally, completely, once and for all time forgiven!  
They hadn’t yet realised the security and certainty of the salvation that Jesus had brought!  How much more should we be 
people who “Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.”  Psalm 100:2? 
 
3. Celebrate Eagerly 
So celebrating God isn’t supposed to be a heavy duty or dry responsibility.  It’s not something we do together because we 
have to.  We should be eager to celebrate him because we want to.  It should be an expression of our joy in him and it is 
also a  crucial part of fully enjoying who God is. 
 
Sports fan shout their support of their team from the terraces.  Parents attending their kids graduations stand and clap.  
Fans at a concert sing along with their hands up in the air.  They do all this, not because they are told to – but because they 
are eager to express their joy – and not being allowed to would ruin their enjoyment of these events.   
 
The act of praising something or someone is an integral part of not only expressing our appreciation, excitement and joy – 
but also fully experiencing this joy!  CS Lewis wrote: “I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not 
merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation… In commanding us to glorify Him, God is 
inviting us to enjoy Him.” 
 



God’s desire for us to be a celebrating community is not only an invitation to praise him, honour him and give him thanks 
for all that he has done in our lives.  It is an integral part of how we enjoy him.  To miss out on this celebration is to miss out 
on fully enjoying our God!  “It is good to praise the Lord  and make music to your name, O Most High.” Psalm 92:1 
 
4. Celebrate Creatively  
And we can do this in many ways.  For centuries, music has been central in praising God.   
 
a) With Music  
We’re encouraged to use all instruments in celebrating our God.   
“Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,   
praise him with the harp and lyre,  
praise him with tambourine and dancing,   
praise him with the strings and flute,  
praise him with the clash of cymbals,   
praise him with resounding cymbals.” Psalm 150:3–5 
This is why Maggie has started our music group – to encourage those who are learning a variety of instruments to use those 
gifts in celebrating our God!   
 
b) With Singing  
Singing is also a central part of our worship and praise.  Paul encourages us to “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord.” Ephesians 5:19   
 
Paul talks about a variety of different kinds of songs here.  There is something special about the psalms that have been sung 
by God’s people down through the centuries, but there is also something special about a new expression of praise to God:  
“Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the saints.” Psalm 149:1  
 
Paul also talks about a variety of singers.  It is not the task of a few qualified and competent singers.  We’re all called to be 
involved in singing praise to our Lord and speaking encouragement to each other!   
 
In fact, through Jesus, we’ve become a kingdom of priests: “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 1 
Peter 2:9  We all have this right to present a sacrifice of praise to God, so however musical we are, we mustn’t miss out on 
this amazing privilege.   
 
c) With Physical Expressions 
But music and singing is not the only way that we can express our praise to God.  On Palm Sunday there were not only loud 
shouts of joy and enthusiastic singing.  There was also a donkey, a procession, palm branches waved in the air in celebration 
and “people spread their cloaks on the road.” Luke 19:36 as an expression of honour.  And we too can celebrate our God in 
many different ways. 
 
A number of the Psalms we’ve read this morning mention dancing.  “Praise him with tambourine and dancing.” Psalm 150:4  
I’m no dancer and I come from a tradition that didn’t dance!  My Granda used to say, “No body movements in the church!”  
He was a great man of God, but I think he got that one wrong!   
 
We can also express an attitude of worship through kneeling: “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the 
Lord our Maker.” Psalm 95:6  or through lifting our hands in thanks and gratitude: “Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and 
praise the Lord.” Psalm 134:2  
 
I don’t think God forces us to celebrate him in certain ways.  He has made us different, with different personalities and he is 
inviting us to express our praise and worship in ways that reflect our individuality and our own unique relationship with 
him!   
 
d) With Serving 
But also we need to remember that we express our praise through our whole lives.  As we were thinking about last week, 
God wants everything that we do to be part of our sacrifice of praise to him: “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17 
 
5. Celebrate Genuinely 
But whatever we do, the key thing is that this celebration of God is genuine. 



 
a) Not Just words 
There were many in the crowd when Jesus rode into Jerusalem who were just going along with the flow.  They’d never 
made any commitment to Jesus and were just caught up in the excitement of the day.  In less than a week, they’d join with 
the Pharisees in calling for Jesus to be crucified!  That’s why on this day of celebration Jesus wept over Jerusalem: “he wept 
over it.” Luke 19:41.  
 
The crowd were celebrating enthusiastically, but they were not celebrating genuinely, because it didn’t come from their 
heart.  As Jesus said: “These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” Matthew 15:8  
 
b) But with all our heart  
But if our worship and praise is going to be acceptable to God, then it needs to be a true reflection of our hearts.  “I will 
praise you, O Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name for ever.” Psalm 86:12  
 
Praising God with all our heart, means that we will want to do this to the best of our ability.  Wholehearted praise is not a 
casual, indifferent, anything goes kind of activity.  Just ok in our praise, is not OK when it is for God.  We want to worship 
God to the best of our ability.  True worship needs to be passionate, focussed and with a desire for excellence.   
 
But it also means that ultimately the style of music, whether loud or quiet, whether modern or traditional, whether we sit 
or whether we stand, whether we’re musical or tone deaf isn’t the most crucial thing.  What matters most is that we’re 
genuinely bowing before God in praise to honour him and express our love for him!  
 
6. Celebrate Consistently 
This also means that true worship is not an occasional activity, but a life-long commitment to honour and glorify God each 
day.  We’re called to celebrate God consistently, whatever is happening in our lives. “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: Rejoice!” Philippians 4:4 
Of course life makes this difficult.  When we go through personal struggles or suffering, when things don’t turn out as we’d 
like, when we’re disappointed, discouraged or hurting, when we’ve been criticised or condemned like Jesus and the 
disciples were that day – the last thing we sometimes feel like doing is rejoicing in our Lord.   
 
But the amazing thing is, that no matter what we are going through in our lives, no matter what our circumstances and 
challenges are, we always have many reason to rejoice in the Lord.  That’s because who he is and what he is doing in this 
world and in our lives doesn’t depend on our circumstances.  So however we feel, God invites us to turn our eyes to him, to 
rejoice in him.   
 
Conclusion 
One of my favourite Psalms, Psalm 13 talks about this.  It describes how even in the darkest night, even in the deepest 
struggle we can look to the Lord and find reasons to celebrate in him: 
“How long, O LORD? Will you forget me for ever? 
How long will you hide your face from me?  
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts  
and every day have sorrow in my heart?  
How long will my enemy triumph over me?  
Look on me and answer, O LORD my God.  
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death;  
my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,”  
and my foes will rejoice when I fall.  
But I trust in your unfailing love;  
my heart rejoices in your salvation. 
I will sing to the LORD,  
for he has been good to me." Psalm 13 
 
I pray that together we will increasingly be a celebrating community.  That no matter what we are going through or what 
anyone says, we will celebrate our God enthusiastically, joyfully, eagerly, creatively, genuinely and consistently; that we will 
be a community of his people who glorify his name and enjoy him forever. 
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