
ECF 5th January 2014 A Changing Community 2 Peter 1:3-11 
An old farmer brought his family into the big city for the first time.  They had never seen buildings so tall or sights so 
impressive.  The farmer dropped his wife off at a department store and took his son with him to the bank—the tallest of all 
the buildings.  
 
As they walked into the lobby, they saw something else they’d never seen before. Two steel doors opened.  An old and 
haggard woman walked in, and the big doors closed behind her.  The dial over the door swept to the right and then back to 
the left.  The doors opened again and a beautiful young lady came walking out.  The farmer and his son stood there amazed.  
Eventually the farmer turned to his son, “Billy, go get your mother…” 
 
Of course it was just a lift, but wouldn’t it be great to have a machine that could instantly transform people?  Maybe there’s 
someone you’d like to put into that kind of machine.  Maybe we’d even like to try it out for ourselves! 
 
But changing our lives is much more difficult.  Every year people try to change their lives through New Year Resolutions.  We 
resolve to change our lifestyles, our habits, our behaviour – eat more healthily and exercise more frequently, spend less 
money but more time with family and friends. And some succeed in making small but significant changes to their lives.  But 
many more of us give up after a few weeks and return to old habits and routines.   
 
But we don’t need to be defeated!  We don’t need to resign ourselves to never changing.  We don’t even need to settle for 
small changes in our lives.  We can experience much more radical change.  This year, our lives really can be different.  Video:  
Endless Possibilities 
 
1. Believe that God can change our lives 
We are here this morning because we believe that God can change our lives.  It is the first part of our church mission 
statement:  “Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship aims to see people changed by Jesus...”  We believe that people don’t need to 
stay the same.  We believe don’t need to accept the status quo.   
 
a) A Difficult Change  
This isn’t because we have confidence in ourselves.  We don’t believe that people will change if they just put in more effort 
or more commitment.  We’re not naïve and think that it is an easy thing for people to change.  As Jeremiah 13:23 states: 
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who are accustomed to doing evil.”  
We can change the externals of our lives, some of our habits an behaviour through will-power and determination.  But on 
our own we are unable to radically change who we are.  We cannot change our hearts.   
 
b) A Radical Change  
But we believe that Jesus can.  Peter gives us this amazing promise in his second letter.  Speaking of Jesus, he says: “His 
divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own 
glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.” 2 Peter 1:3–4  
 
This is not a small change, a little tweak or fine-tuning of our lives.  Neither is Peter talking about  a change simply in our 
lifestyle or behaviour.  He is talking about something much more radical - a much more fundamental transformation of our 
lives.  He is talking about us living a life characterised by godliness, by decency, honesty and integrity.  A life that is radically 
different from the corruption of this sinful world.   
 
In fact Peter says that it is so radical a transformation that we “participate in the divine nature.”  2 Peter 1:4.  As mind-
blowing as it sounds, Peter says that we can take on God’s very nature.   
 
Paul says that is was God’s plan for our lives all along.  We were: “Predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son.” 
Romans 8:29  God’s plan is to make us just like Jesus.  To be like him in our convictions – so that we think like Jesus; in our 
character – so that we react like Jesus; in our conduct – so that we act like Jesus.  This is not so that God would love us 
more.  God loves us as we are  - totally, completely, unconditionally, eternally!  But he wants us to change so that we can 
experience his love, express it and share it with others.  
 
c) A Supernatural Change   
This change will not be complete in any of our lives until Christ returns.  Paul promised: “We will not all sleep, but we will all 
be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.” 1 Corinthians 15:51–52   And John promised that 
then “When he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 1 John 3:2  
 



But the impact of what Peter says here is that this kind of life is possible in part right now because “His divine power has 
given us everything we need.” 2 Peter 1:3.  Jesus has already given us everything we need to live this life out increasingly in 
our lives!   
 
This process started “through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”  2 Peter 1:3.  When we 
trusted in Jesus, when we first responded to Jesus’ call on our lives and put our faith in him our lives were changed.  We 
received his forgiveness, we were declared righteous in God’s sight, we were eternally adopted into God’s family, we were 
given a new nature and we received the Holy Spirit into our lives!  At that moment we began a brand new life. 
 
But the amazing truth is that God is not finished with us yet.  He is still changing our lives.  From the moment we trusted in 
Jesus, God has been working in our lives to enable us to live out the inner transformation of conversion.  As Paul writes: 
“We… are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory.” 2 Corinthians 3:18  He is working to make us 
more like Jesus in our convictions, our character and our conduct.   
 
Sometimes this process seems painfully slow.  Often it doesn’t happen as clearly as we would like.  But we do not need to 
give up and resign ourselves to the same struggles year after year.  God can change our lives, even when the path is unclear.  
Change is God’s purpose for our lives.  Christ has already provided everything we need to experience it out.  And God is 
committed to continuing this until it is completed.  Do we believe this?   
 
2. Go and put our faith into action 
But if we want to see our lives and the lives of those around us changed, we need to do more than just believe that God can 
change our lives.   
 
Two construction workers had taken a lunch break and opened up their lunch boxes. One of them looked inside his box and 
said, "Not cheese again! I can't believe it. I hate cheese. This is the third time this week I've had cheese. I can't stand the 
stuff!" 
 
The other one said, "Why don't you just ask your wife to make you something different?" 
 
The first one replied, "But I don't have a wife. I made these myself."   
 
It is a ridiculous idea – that someone could be frustrated with getting the same lunch when he himself had made it every 
morning.  And yet I think we often do this in our lives.  We expect our lives to change – while all the time we do the same 
things. 
 
a) A Different Life 
But Peter knew that change will not happen without us.  If we want to increasingly experience the new life that Jesus has 
called us to, then we need to be willing to go and do things differently.  “For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.” 2 Peter 1:5–7 
 
Peter lists a number of characteristics which God wants to see in our lives.  

 “Goodness” 2 Peter 1:5  or moral excellence. 

 Spiritual “knowledge” 2 Peter 1:5  which comes through the Holy Spirit and is focused on the person and Word of God 

 “Self-control” 2 Peter 1:6, which means to keep our passions and desires under control. 

 “Perseverance” 2 Peter 1:6  to be able to steadfastly endure under adversity, without giving up or giving in. 

 “Godliness” 2 Peter 1:6  – reverence toward God. 
 
These 5 focus on our internal life and our relationship with God.  The last two focus on our relationship with others. 

 “Brotherly kindness” 2 Peter 1:7 – practically caring for others. 

 “Love” 2 Peter 1:7  – desiring the highest good for others.   
 
These are some of the ingredients that God wants to increasingly see in our lives.  They’re some of the Christ-like 
characteristics that God is working in our lives to produce.   
 
b) A Costly Commitment  
But the crucial thing here is, this doesn’t happen automatically.  Yes, Christ has given us everything we need for life and 
godliness.    But we need to get involved in this process.  We need to “make every effort to add to your faith…”  2 Peter 1:5  
 



Of course faith is the essential foundation of our Christian lives.  But we need to go beyond just believing in Christ.  We need 
to add to it.  We need to put our faith into action in our everyday lives.  We need to cooperate with God, working with him.   
 
And this doesn’t come without cost.  To add means to give generously.  If we’re going to become more and more like Christ, 
if we’re going to participate more fully in God’s divine nature, then we need to be willing to put every bit of diligence and 
effort that we can, along with the enabling power of the Holy Spirit, to grow in our Christian lives:  

 We need to give time to reading God’s word and to prayer. 

 We need to fellowship with other believers and allow God to speak through his people.   

 We need to allow God to reveal our sin and be humble enough to repent and allow God to change us.  

 We need to be willing to put our faith in action in obedience to God’s commands and service in his kingdom.   
This is what it takes for us to become more Christ-like.  It requires a commitment to give our best.   
 
c) A Next Step  
But I think one of the biggest challenges is that this is a long-term commitment.  The change Peter describes here is not an 
instant change.  It is a growth-process, a life-long journey of transformation to become more like Jesus.   
 
So there will be many calls to service and challenges that we need to answer, there will be times of success and of struggle 
up ahead that today we know nothing about.  But we don’t need to know all twists and turns of our journey with Christ to 
be committed to this process.  We don’t need all the answers about where and how and when we will serve God before we 
move forward.  Paul called us “Only let us live up to what we have already attained.” Philippians 3:16   
 
All we need is the next step in our journey with Christ.  All we need to do is respond to what God is calling us to today.  So 
what is the next step that Jesus is calling you to make in this process of transformation?  What is the next change that God 
wants to make in our lives?   

 Maybe for some it is to accept Christ for the first time?  If we haven’t yet put our faith in Christ, then this must come 
first! 

 For others we need to get serious about allowing the Holy Spirit to fill us, to take control of each and every area of our 
lives. 

 For others, perhaps it is to recommit our time to reading God’s Word and spending quality time in prayer.  . 

 For some it may be to deal with that ungodly attitude or behaviour that we’ve allowed into our lives.  

 Maybe we need to accept God’s call into serving in his kingdom.   

 Maybe there is someone God is calling you to reach out to in love.   
What can we commit to doing this year to continue this journey of becoming more like Christ? 
 
3. The Risk is worth it  
Of course, this talk can all feel too uncomfortable.  Change can feel too risky.  It can even be frightening.   We feel safer in 
the familiar and well-known.  Change risks unsettling our lives.  It is costly.  So why would we commit ourselves to this 
process?   
 
a) The cost of stagnation 
2 Peter 1:8-9: “For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is short-sighted and blind, 
and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.” 
 
God’s plan is for continual change.  He wants us to “possess these qualities in increasing measure.”  2 Peter 1:8.   But 
allowing God to transform our lives unsettles us.  It makes demands of us.  An increasingly Christ-like life is not comfortable 
or easy!  It is costly.   
 
But not changing is even more costly.  If we don’t grow in our faith, then we will be “ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  2 Peter 1:8  We will become useless and unfruitful in God’s kingdom. 
 
We will also show that we are “short-sighted and blind.” 2 Peter 1:9.  We’ll be like those without spiritual insight - focused 
only on the immediate, the temporary and ultimately insignificant, rather than the future, the eternal and the important.    
 
But worse still, we’ll show that we’ve “forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.” 2 Peter 1:9  We will show 
ourselves to be forgetful, maybe even ungrateful of the miracle of our forgiveness and the cost that our Saviour willingly 
paid to bring it to us.   
 
The cost of staying the same is great.  It removes our usefulness in God’s kingdom, it tricks us into focusing on the 



unimportant and fading and it dishonors the sacrifice of our Lord. 
 
b) The Blessing of Growth 
But the blessing of growth is wonderful.  “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election 
sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:10–11  
The change that we see in our lives doesn’t save us.  We are saved by grace alone and not by our efforts or works.  But the 
transformation of our lives does give us increasing assurance that we belong to Christ.  It makes “your calling and election 
sure.” 2 Peter 1:10, not because we are what we should be, or are what we will be – but because we are not what we used 
to be!   
 
It will also give us stability and security in our walk with God.  “For if you do these things, you will never fall.” 2 Peter 1:10.  
Maybe it’s a bit like riding a bike.  Trying to stand still on a bike without falling is nearly impossible.  But if we’re moving 
forward, balance becomes much easier.  We stand strong in our Christian lives when we’re moving forward and following 
our Lord! 
 
But the ultimate reward for a growing, Christ-honouring life is a personal welcome by our Lord into his kingdom. There will 
be 
“a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:11  
Is a life of growth risky?  Yes.  Is it worth it?  Absolutely.   
 
 “Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship aims to see people changed by Jesus…”  because this is God’s goal for all our lives.  He 
wants to transform our lives and make us just like Jesus.   

 Do we believe that God can change our lives this year? 

 Are we willing to go, to step out in that life of obedience to his commands? 

 Are we willing to risk our comfort and ease, for a life of honoring our Lord and his welcome home? 
If we are, then this year will be filled with endless possibilities!   
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