
ECF 16th February 2014  Galatians 1:1-10  There is Only One True Gospel  
In many situations in life accuracy is absolutely crucial.  A missing word, a decimal point in the wrong place, a slight error in 
direction can lead to disastrous results.  In England in 1631 the royal publishers of a Bible lost their licence and were heavily 
fined because they missed out one word!  Unfortunately for them it was the word ‘not’ in Exodus 20:14.  It was only a small 
error but it meant that the seventh commandment was changed to read, “Thou shalt commit adultery.” 
 
A missing word meant that a few years ago in Hawaii, a law was passed for a cigarette-tax to raise money for medical care 
and research.  Unfortunately, only 1.5 cents was raised – instead of more than the $8 million lawmakers intended, because 
legislators failed to specify that they should get 1.5 cents from each cigarette sold. 
 
Sometimes a small error is even more tragic.  On September 1, 1983, Korean Airlines (KAL) flight 007 was on the last leg of a 
flight from New York City to Seoul, via Anchorage, Alaska.   But for some reason the flight navigation system started to 
direct the plane slightly off course.  It was just a small deviation, but as the flight continued it ended up far from where it 
should have been.  Eventually it entered into Soviet airspace where two Soviet fighters shot it down, thinking it was on a 
spying mission.  All 269 people on board were killed. 
 
In many areas of life accuracy is really important.  It is strange then that when it comes to faith and our relationship with 
God, many times people say that accuracy is not that important.  The film star Dennis Quaid is a spokesman for patient 
safety.  His campaign for greater care and accuracy in the medical world started when in 2007 his newborn twins nearly 
died after they were given an overdose of the blood thinner Heparin.    
 
And yet when it comes to his faith, he doesn’t think the same level of accuracy is important.  In an interview where he 
described himself as a Christian he said: “What I find is that we're all human beings and that it's all very similar, what we 
believe.  At the bottom, there's really not that much difference between Christians and Muslims and Hindus and Buddhists. 
We all worship God.”   
 
It is what many declare today:  “What’s true for me might not be true for you – but all roads lead to God.  It doesn’t matter 
what you believe, as long as you’re sincere.”  
 
You’ll not be surprised to find that the Bible doesn’t agree.  In his letter to the church in Galatia, Paul taught that what we 
believe is vitally important.  He believed that the changes to the gospel that the churches had accepted had drastic and far 
reaching consequences.  He called them to realise that there is only one true gospel! 
Galatians 1:1-10: “Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him 
from the dead— 2 and all the brothers with me, 
To the churches in Galatia: 
3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from 
the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a 
different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to 
pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to 
you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I 
would not be a servant of Christ.” 
 
1. We Need the Gospel from God 
This would probably have been a difficult letter for Paul to write.  The churches of Galatia that he was writing to probably 
included the churches that he himself had planted in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe.  He was writing to 
Christians that he knew, that he had a relationship with and that he cared about deeply. 
 
But this wasn’t a friendly “Hello, how are you?” kind of letter.  He was writing because there were severe problems in this 
church and they stemmed from a serious challenge to Paul’s authority in his ministry and the accuracy of his message.  And 
so, even in his greeting at the beginning of this letter, he starts to defend his ministry and his message.   
 
a) Paul was Sent by Christ  
Did you notice how Paul described himself at the start?  “Paul, an apostle.”  Galatians 1:1.  The apostles were a very select 
group of followers of Jesus.  Their ministry was unique and limited to that time.  They were personally chosen, appointed 
and commissioned by Jesus as witnesses of his resurrection and inspired by Christ’s Spirit to be the foundation of his church.  
They were the authorised messengers, the special representatives of Jesus.  
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Paul wasn’t part of the original 12.  But as we’ll see next week, he was called and appointed by Christ on the road to 
Damascus.  That means although, although he is keen to show that he is not alone in his beliefs: he mentions “All the 
brothers with me.”  Galatians 1:2 – he does not look to others for his authority in his teaching.   
Paul’s authority doesn’t come from the church or from a group of men: “sent not from men or by man.”  Galatians 1:1  Paul 
was not appointed or sent or authorised by a committee.  He was not sent out to speak on behalf of the church.  
 
Instead he was “sent… by Jesus Christ and God the Father.” Galatians 1:1  He is a representative of Christ.  Called by Christ 
into a relationship with himself and sent by him into the world to represent Christ and declare the gospel of Christ.   
 
b) Paul’s Message was from Christ  
Why was this important for Paul to assert so strongly at the start of his letter?  Well it wasn’t because he wanted position or 
recognition.  It was because he needed to defend his apostolic authority in order to defend the accuracy of his message. 
 
If Paul was just a guy sharing his own thoughts and ideas, then we could take pick and chose the bits of Paul’s teaching we 
like and edit or reject the bits that we don’t.   
 
But if Paul really is an apostle of Jesus Christ; if he speaks and writes because he was personally appointed and authorised 
by Christ – then his teaching is from Christ and we need to accept what he says.  We don’t have the right to be selective or 
dismissive of what he says.   
 
Jesus said: “I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who 
sent me.” John 13:20.  If we want to accept Christ, if we want to know God, then we need to accept the apostles that Jesus 
sent.  If Paul is an apostle, then we need to accept the message that he taught! 
 
2. We Need the Gospel of Grace 
So what was the message that Paul taught?  Well, in this letter, Paul will explain that in some detail, but in his greeting we 
have an amazing summary of it. 
 
a) We can be Reconciled to God 
He writes: “Grace and peace to you.”  Galatians 1:3  This wasn’t just some throw-away greeting for Paul.  This was the heart 
of his gospel message.   
 
His gospel was a message of peace.  This is what his gospel brings.  Peace with God, peace with men and peace within 
ourselves.  It is a reconciliation of the relationships that sin destroyed.  It is the wholeness that our hearts long for!   
 
b) We can be Rescued By Christ 
And this can be ours because of the rescue mission of Christ, “who gave himself for our sins.” Galatians 1:4  Paul’s gospel 
was the message that Jesus died for our sins.  His death was a sacrifice to pay for our transgressions and take our 
punishment.   
 
Paul will go into more detail about this in chapter 3 where he will teach us how “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 
law by becoming a curse for us.” Galatians 3:13  This declares why no other gospel will do - because only Jesus could have 
paid for our sins.  As both fully man and fully God, as both perfect in his holiness and in his love, Jesus was the only possible 
mediator between God and us.   
 
Paul wrote to Timothy: “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 
himself as a ransom for all men.” 1 Timothy 2:5–6  There is no other Saviour because there is no other sacrifice for our sin!   
 
He did this “to rescue us from the present evil age.” Galatians 1:4.  The gospel is God’s rescue plan!  It is his plan to free us 
from the present evil age, under the control of the evil one, and bring us into the new age to come, under the lordship of 
Christ.   
 
So Jesus didn’t just come to forgive us, but so that having been forgiven we could then go on to live in the freedom of the 
age to come. “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” Galatians 5:1  Jesus has brought us the fullness of peace with 
God and the freedom to live in peace with others and to fulfil God’s plan for our lives.   
 
And all this is “according to the will of our God and Father.”  Galatians 1:4  The gospel is God’s rescue plan!  It is the 
expression of his amazing, unconditional, unlimited love for us!  That is why all the glory goes to him for ever and ever. 
 



c) If We Receive the Gift of Grace 
And miraculously, this is offered to us as a gift of God’s “Grace.”  Galatians 1:3  Grace is God’s unmerited and unearned 
favour.  It is the gift of righteousness given to people like you and me, who have messed up in a variety of ways, who have 
sinned against God.   
 
And Paul’s gospel is that grace is the only way we can become right with God.  We can only be reconciled to him and enjoy a 
relationship with him through accepting God’s amazing, outrageous, wonderful grace by faith!  We can’t do anything to 
contribute to this.  Paul’s gospel is that Salvation comes through Christ alone, by grace alone, through faith alone!   
 
3. We Need to Reject Any Other Gospel 
But this is exactly what the Christians in Galatia were beginning to doubt and why Paul felt compelled to write to them.   
 
Usually when Paul wrote a letter to Christians, he started by praying for them or praising them or thanking God for them.  
But in this letter, there is no prayer, praise, thanksgiving or commendation.  That’s because the situation was so serious and 
the issue was so urgent.  Paul gets right down to it.   
 
a) They were preaching a Different Gospel 
There were those who had come among them and led them into “turning to a different gospel.” Galatians 1:6 
 
As we’ll see throughout this letter, the false teachers were what we could call ‘Judaizers’.  Their message can be 
summarized by Acts 15:1: “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
 
It wasn’t that they taught people to reject Jesus.  They still taught that we need to believe in Jesus in order to be saved.  
They simply said that it wasn’t enough.  You also needed to be circumcised and keep the Mosaic law as well.  It was 
basically, you need to finish what Christ has begun.  You need to add your works to the work of Christ.  You must finish 
Christ’s unfinished work.  Jesus has done his part in dying on the cross, now you need to do your part in keeping the law and 
living the life. 
 
Does that sound familiar?  I think it should.  I’ve met many people who feel the same.  Respectful, religious and good living 
people who appreciate the fact that Jesus died on a cross for them.  They are touched by his expression of love and by his 
willingness to lay down his life for them.   
 
But in their minds, that can’t be enough.  They can’t just expect to be forgiven on the basis of what Jesus has done.  They 
need to do something more.  In Paul’s day it was things like circumcision and special ceremonies that were emphasized.  
Today it might be baptism, or church attendance, or good living, or charity work.  And so people are sincerely devoting 
themselves to trying to be good enough to be accepted by God – hoping that they’ve done enough to get to heaven.   
 
Is that bad?  Is it a big deal?  If it makes people try to live better and be more religious, can it be all that wrong?  
 
b) They were Deserting God 
Well Paul clearly says yes!  In fact, his words are quite shocking.  He says that those who preach it should be condemned! “If 
anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned.” Galatians 1:9  He 
wants them to come under the divine ban!  He wants God’s judgement to fall upon them.   
 
This wasn’t a hot-headed exaggeration of someone who had lost their temper.  He repeats this again to show that.  Neither 
was it an arrogant or proud thing to say. Paul says that this should happen to anyone who preaches a false gospel – even 
himself: “even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you…”  Galatians 
1:8 
 
Paul says that it doesn’t matter who preaches a different gospel, whether they look angelic, have charismatic personalities, 
do miracles or have a massive following.  Paul calls us to reject them if their gospel is not the same as that preached by the 
apostles, as contained in the New Testament!  
 
Neither is this, as some think, an expression of hatred that is incompatible with the message of love that Christ preached.  In 
fact Jesus himself was similarly uncompromising in his condemnation of false teachers: “If anyone causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his 
neck.” Mark 9:42  
 
What Paul writes here is an expression of his love!  First of all it is an expression of his love for God!  That’s because he 



knows that to teach that the work of Christ had to be added to, is to devalue what Christ accomplished on the cross.  “If 
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” Galatians 2:21 
 
And it is because he knows that those who were turning to this different gospel were “deserting the one who called you by 
the grace of Christ.”  Galatians 1:6  That’s why Paul was so shocked with these Christians.  They had been saved by God’s 
grace and now they were turning their back on him. That’s because if you turn from the gospel of grace, you also turn away 
from the God of grace!   
 
c) They were Destroying Lives  
But these strong words are also an expression of love for others.  He knows that this different gospel will destroy lives.  
These teachers were not improving or adding to the gospel.  Instead they were “trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.”   
Galatians 1:7  They’d distorted it, twisted it.  In fact, they’d reversed – turned it upside down. 
 
And what they ended up with was not good news at all.  It is a message “which is really no gospel at all.”  Galatians 1:7  It 
was not good news of salvation.  Instead it enslaved people again into an endless bondage of law-keeping and Do It Yourself 
righteousness that ultimately will fail every time!   
 
As we will see throughout this letter, when we alter the gospel, we don’t just make a small change – we lose everything!  
Without the true gospel of grace there is no salvation, no Spirit, no inheritance as sons, no freedom from slavery, no power 
to change our lives, no relationship with God.  So those who distorted and perverted the gospel of Christ were condemning 
their listeners and followers to slavery, failure and ultimately a lost eternity!   
 
So that is why Paul was so strong in his condemnation of these teachers of a different gospel.  He desperately wanted to 
stop the destructive influence of their doctrines on other people. 
 
Of course that brought him into conflict with some.  Some would accuse him of being arrogant, intolerant and simply 
wrong.  But Paul refused to compromise because his goal was not to please other people and fit in with what they thought.  
Instead he was focussed on fulfilling the call that he received from Christ on the road to Damascus:  “If I were still trying to 
please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10 
 
Conclusion 
We live in an age in which it is considered very narrow-minded and intolerant to say that there is only one gospel, one way 
to God, one truth.  For many it is unacceptable and smarts of arrogance and pride. 
 
But if we are going to be faithful to God, if we are going to honour the one who died for us to rescue us from sin, and if we 
really care for those who are still lost and need to hear God’s rescue plan we need that same uncompromising commitment 
to the one true gospel of grace.  

Andrew Burt 
Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship 

February 16th 2014 
 
 


