
ECF 23rd February 2014 Galatians 1:11-24  The True Gospel is From God 
There are so many opinions in our world over what is true.  So how are we to decide what is true?   Have a look at this: 
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Is truth based on what our parents told us, or what our teachers taught us, or what other people think?  Or is it acceptable 
just to say that truth is whatever I say it is?  Is my personal opinion the most important? 
 
This is important because what we accept as true changes everything.  Last week we started looking at Paul’s letter to the 
churches in Galatia. These churches had begun to accept a different gospel from what Paul preached.  This message taught 
them that trusting in Jesus was not enough for salvation – they also needed to follow certain rules and regulations of the 
Jewish faith.   
 
But Paul wrote to challenge them to reject this new gospel and return to the one he preached – that salvation is found in 
Christ alone, by grace alone and through faith alone. 
 
But who was right?  Which one should we listen to?  How do we decide? In the next section, Paul encourages us to accept 
what he says, not because it was a tradition handed down to him, nor because it was his own personal opinion or ideas, but 
simply because it is a revelation from God.  The true gospel is from God!   
 
Galatians 1:11-24: “I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. 12 I did not 
receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. 
13 For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to 
destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of 
my fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me 
so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not consult any man, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who 
were apostles before I was, but I went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. 
18 Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none 
of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am writing to you is no lie. 
21 Later I went to Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only heard 
the report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they praised 
God because of me.” 
 
1. The Gospel is God’s Revelation 
Have you noticed how much emphasis is placed on our personal opinions these days.  News programs used to just tell us 
what is happening in the world.  Now they invite us to phone in, text or tweet so we can have our say about what is going 
on.   
 
Current affairs shows often used to be based on a panel of informed experts debating the issues.  Now the emphasise 
getting the opinions of the audience.  In fact I heard that Vincent Brown starting a new program without any invited 
politicians or experts.  He just wants an open discussion with anybody – because our personal opinion is what matters most.   
 
And when it comes to issues of morality, ethics and faith, often what people base their beliefs on is their own personal 
opinion.  “I think that it is right that…”  “Or I think God wouldn’t say…”  “Or I couldn’t believe in a God who would…” 
 
But history tells us that our personal opinions aren’t the most reliable:   
In 1936 the New York Times declared emphatically, “A rocket will never be able to leave the Earth's atmosphere.” 
 
In 1954, the National Cancer Institute declared that “If excessive smoking actually plays a role in the production of lung 
cancer, it seems to be a minor one.” 
 
In 1962, Decca Recording Company rejected the Beatles saying: “We don't like their sound, and guitar music is on the way 
out.” 
 
And in 1969, Margaret Thatcher stated: “It will be years - not in my time - before a woman will become Prime Minister.” 10 
years later she was elected as the British prime minister.  
 
a) Not a human Invention 
But we can trust Paul’s gospel, because it was not his personal opinion.  “The gospel I preached is not something that man 
made up.”  Galatians 1:11  Paul did not invent it.  He didn’t think it up.   



 
Actually he never would have come up with this gospel because it went against everything that he believed.   In his early life 
Paul was fanatical about his law-based religion.  “I was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was 
extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.” Galatians 1:14   
 
Paul was rapidly climbing the ladder of Pharisaical Judaism.  The Pharisees were obsessed with keeping the Mosaic law.  By 
some estimates there were 613 laws and they believed that by keeping them, they’d be accepted by God.  And Paul was 
dedicated to keeping all of them.  He was “In regard to the law, a Pharisee… as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.” 
Philippians 3:5–6 
 
So there was no way that Paul on his own would have come up with a gospel that said, “It is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no-one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8–9 
 
b) Not a Human Tradition 
Neither was Paul’s gospel based on what other people said.  “I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it.” 
Galatians 1:12  He was not following the teachings of a Christian preacher or the traditions of a church.   
 
Paul would never have been convinced by the Christians to do this because he had been violently opposed to the church 
and its teachings.  He says: “I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it.” Galatians 1:13 
 
c) But a Divine Revelation 
So Paul’s gospel was not the invention of his own mind, nor was it the tradition of the church that he accepted.  Instead he 
declared: “I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.” Galatians 1:12  Paul’s gospel came as a revelation from God.   
 
2. The Gospel is God’s Power for Transformation 
This is what transformed Paul’s life.  Somewhere on the road from Jerusalem to Damascus, Paul received a revelation when 
he met Jesus face to face. 
 
a) Converted to Christ! 
This revelation was not only from Jesus.  It was also of Jesus.  “God… was pleased to revel his Son in me” Galatians 1:16  
Paul had been persecuting the Christians because he believed that Jesus was an imposter, a blasphemer and a false 
Messiah.  But God opened his eyes that day to see that Jesus truly is the Christ; that he is the Son of God; and that he is the 
Saviour of the world.  
 
It was this divine revelation that turned Paul’s world upside down.  Suddenly he realised how wrong he was.  Suddenly he 
realised that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.” 1 Timothy 1:15.  And that day, 
Paul put his faith in Jesus.  He accepted Jesus as his Saviour and his Lord and he received the salvation that Jesus came to 
provide.   
 
b) Called by grace 
And this was all of God’s grace.  Paul says that “God… called me by his grace.” Galatians 1:15.  Paul was not searching for 
truth on that road to Damascus.  He was not open to hearing from God.  He was not sensitive to the work of the Spirit.   
 
In fact Paul was fighting against God, against Christ, against his people. He neither deserved mercy, nor asked for it. Yet 
mercy found him, and grace called him.  That day the proud Pharisee realised that nothing of his religious heritage, 
background or his obsessive rule keeping gave him a right standing before God.  
 
That’s why he says to the church in Corinth: “By the grace of God I am what I am.” 1 Corinthians 15:10. It was by grace that 
God met Paul that day.  It was by grace that God revealed his Son.  It was by grace that God accepted this sinner.   
 
c) Chosen before birth 
Why?  Because in his grace, God had chosen Paul.  “God, who set me apart from birth.” Galatians 1:15  Before Paul had 
taken his first breath, before he could do anything to earn or deserve it, God chose Paul to belong to him.   
 
We struggle to get our heads around this – and especially hold onto this truth at the same time as holding onto the truth of 
our free will choice.  And yet the Bible is  clear about this:  “He chose us in him before the creation of the world… In love he 
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 1:4–5  
 
The story of Paul’s salvation did not start on the road to Damascus.  It started way back in eternity past when God loved 



Paul and God chose him to be adopted into his family!  Salvation is all about what God has done by his grace in our lives!   
 
So Paul’s life was transformed not through his own ideas or through listening to teachings of the church.  It was the work of 
God in his life.  By grace, God had chosen him.  By grace, God had called him.  And by grace God had saved him. 
 
d) Commissioned to Preach 
And it was by this same grace, that God commissioned him to go and preach the gospel. Paul says that God called him “So 
that I might preach him among the Gentiles.” Galatians 1:17 
 
Paul went from being a proud Pharisee to a preacher of God’s grace; from a hate-filled bigot to a humble bringer of good 
news; from an adversary of Christ to an apostle of Christ; from a persecutor of churches to a planter of them.  This was the 
amazing news that people heard: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to 
destroy.” Galatians 1:23.   
 
This is the amazing power of the gospel to transform lives.  No wonder Paul declared with such confidence: “If anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17  Meeting Jesus changed his life and he 
wanted other people to experience this change for themselves.  This is why Paul devoted his life to sharing the gospel 
everywhere he went and to as many people as possible.   
 
3. The Gospel is God’s Message of Salvation 
But still people questioned the source of Paul’s gospel.  “Ok, perhaps he did meet Jesus on the road to Damascus,” they 
said, “but didn’t Paul just became a preacher of Jesus through visiting Jerusalem?  Wasn’t he just taught and appointed by 
some of the Christians there.” 
 
That was an important accusation for Paul to address.  If Paul was only a graduate of a theological college in Jerusalem, if his 
teaching was simply based on what he heard from others– then he came with no more authority than any other religious 
teacher.   
 
He would have no authority to declare the gospel so dogmatically.  He would have no right to condemn those who preached 
a different gospel.  He was just another teacher from a different school of thought and people could make up their own 
mind which message they liked best! 
 
So Paul gives us a brief biography of his early Christian life to prove that this was not the case.   
 
a) Paul spent time in Arabia 
According to Acts, when Paul trusted in Christ, “At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.” 
Acts 9:20.  Already Paul knew enough to passionately declare the gospel in the very city that he had visited to persecute 
Christians. 
 
But soon afterwards, he went into Arabia: “I went immediately into Arabia.” Galatians 1:17  Nobody knows for sure why 
Paul went there.  Some suggest that he went there to preach the gospel.  Others suggest that this time was a quiet time of 
solitude where Paul could study the Scriptures and spend time with God as the gospel of grace was fully revealed to him.   
 
But throughout this time, Paul wasn’t under the teaching of those in Jerusalem.  “I did not consult any man.” Galatians 1:16  
His message came from God, not from them! 
 
b) Paul returned to Damascus 
After some time, Paul “later returned to Damascus.” Galatians 1:17.  Perhaps it was then that his preaching really impacted 
people’s lives.  Luke records: “Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that 
Jesus is the Christ.” Acts 9:22 
 
Unsurprisingly this stirred up trouble with the Jewish authorities and they planned to kill him.  They constantly watched the 
city gates to arrest and kill him.  It was then that some of Paul’s friends put him in a basket and lowered him down through 
an opening in the city walls.   
 
c) Paul briefly visited Jerusalem 
It was then that Paul visited Jerusalem: “After three years, I went up to Jerusalem.” Galatians 1:18  So it was only after Paul 
had been follower Christ and preaching the gospel for at least 3 years that he visited Jerusalem.   
 



And he only met two of the apostles, Peter and James the brother of Jesus.  These two were leaders in the church in 
Jerusalem, but Paul says that he did not go to be appointed or authorised by them but “to get acquainted with Peter.” 
Galatians 1:18  And this visit only lasted a couple of weeks: “stayed with him fifteen days.” Galatians 1:18 
 
d) Paul went to Syria and Cilicia 
Part of the reason for this was because of another plot on Paul’s life.  It was then that Paul says “I went to Syria and Cilicia.”  
Galatians 1:21.  This may have included time in Damascus, Antioch and Tarsus, his home town.   
 
But the key point Paul was making was that he had no more contact with the churches of Judea. “I was personally unknown 
to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.”  Galatians 1:22 
 
So Paul’s visit to Jerusalem was only after 3 years into his ministry, it lasted only for 2 weeks and he saw only 2 of the 
apostles.  It was ludicrous to suggest that the apostles in Jerusalem were the source of Paul’s gospel. 
 
As we’ve seen, Paul was “an apostle – sent… by Jesus Christ and God the Father.”  Galatians 1:1.  And it was God who chose 
him, called him, converted him and commissioned him to preach the gospel to the gentiles.   
 
And it was God who revealed to him what he had to preach to the Gentiles.  No one else directed him, no-one else taught 
him or influenced him.  He “I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.” Galatians 1:12   
 
Conclusion 
Only an encounter with Christ could explain the radical change in Paul’s life from a proud Pharisee and persecutor of the 
church to an apostle of grace to the Gentiles!   
 
And only a revelation from God could explain the source of Paul’s message of salvation in Christ alone, by grace alone 
through faith alone.   
 
Paul’s gospel was not a human invention.  It is not a human tradition.  It is God’s revelation of salvation!  And this is why 
Paul declared it with such confidence: “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes.” Romans 1:16 
 
So what about us?   

 Are our beliefs based on human invention or human tradition? 

 Or have we accepted God’s revelation through Jesus Christ?   

 Have we experienced the salvation that he alone can give by his grace and through faith?   

 Are we confident in declaring this message to a confused world because we know that it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes? 
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