
ECF 2nd February 2014 A Caring Community 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 
Have a look at this.  It’s an advert from Thailand, so it is subtitled.  Video: True Move 
 
This is actually a mobile phone company, but it’s a great slogan: Giving is the best communication.  It powerfully reminds us 
of how giving, especially when it is without hope of return, can impact people’s lives so powerfully.   
 
And this should characterise us as a community of God’s people.  Our church mission statement says that: “Enniscorthy 
Christian Fellowship aims to see people changed by Jesus and become committed members of community of believers, 
celebrating what God has done, CARING for others…”   We believe that we should be committed to expressing God’s love to 
this world.  We believe that we’ve been called to be a caring community.   
 
This is an absolutely crucial aspect of what God wants us to be.  This is what Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3:  “If I speak 
in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift 
of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain 
nothing.” 
 
1. The Priority of Love 
a) Without LOVE what we say is offensive 
The church in Corinth were impressed with eloquence and oratory.  They put on a pedestal those who could speak with silky 
smoothness.  Maybe that is why one of their favourite gifts was the gift of tongues, of speaking in unlearned languages.  It 
was also why some of them didn’t really respect the apostle Paul, because he wasn’t as good a public speaker as some 
others were.   
 
But our spiritual maturity is not proved by how well we pray or speak.  Paul says, that even if he spoke eloquently in another 
human or heavenly language, and had not love in his heart – he would be like “a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.” 1 
Corinthians 13:1.  
 
As worshipers entered a pagan temple, they would strike a large cymbal that was hanging at the entrance.  It was an empty 
pagan ritual.  That is what speaking without love is like.  Like a kid with a set of cymbals it would be loud and attention 
grabbing, but in the end empty, of no value, even offensive and annoying.   
 
This morning, we could praise God in beautiful songs, pray eloquently, preach captivating sermons, but if we fail to have 
love in our hearts, then all we are doing is making an empty, meaningless noise that grabs people’s attention but in the end, 
will just annoy and offend.  As Jesus said in Mark 7:6: “These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
me.”  Without love, what we say is offensive! 
 
b) Without LOVE what we know is useless 
And without love, what we know is useless.  Our world is impressed by knowledge.  People put their degree certificates up 
on the wall, or write their letters after their name.  Others display their knowledge on quiz shows and table quizzes because 
it’s fun to show that you know things that others don’t.  Even in church, we can be tempted to show off our knowledge of 
Bible verses and theology.   
 
And of course knowing the truth of God’s word is absolutely crucial in our lives.  But Paul says, here that “If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge...but have not love, I am nothing.”  1 Corinthians 13:2.  If we don’t 
know love, what we know is useless.   
 
The Pharisees knew a lot about God.  They could quote from Scripture.  They could engage in discussion and arguments 
about the tiniest details of theology.  But they missed God’s love.  So Jesus said to them:  “Woe to you Pharisees, because 
you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God.”  
Luke 11:42 
 
It is possible to fall into that same trap today.  We could spend all our time studying the Bible and working out exactly what 
is right and what is not.  We could ensure that our theology is correct and our statement of faith is accurate.  But if we don’t 
have love, if we don’t express this love to all those around us, then our knowledge is useless.   
 
That’s because if we don’t know love, then we don’t know God.  “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God 
is love.”  1 John 4:8.  As we’ve just celebrated in our communion, our God is love.  This is who he is.  This is his essential 
character.  And this love was supremely expressed at the cross when Jesus demonstrated God’s love for us by dying for us 



while we were still in rebellion against him.   
 
So it is impossible to know God and not to know love, because God is love.  So true knowledge of God is seen in a heart 
filled with his love!  
 
c) Without LOVE what we do is worthless 
Without love, what we say is offensive and what we know is useless.  But without love, what we do is also worthless.  “If I 
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.” 1 Corinthians 13:3   
 
We could have faith that moves mountains. We could give all our money away to charity.  We could be dedicated in serving 
inside and outside of the church.  We could be first to turn up at every church service and last to leave.  We could be 
committed to speaking for Christ at every opportunity we have.  We could even sacrifice our lives for the cause of Christ.  
But if this isn’t motivated by love, then Paul says it’s worthless.   
 
Paul couldn’t say it any stronger.  A lack of love doesn’t just reduce the value of what we say, know, or do.  It removes it 
completely.  The Message paraphrase says: “So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without 
love.” 1 Corinthians 13:3.  Love isn’t an optional extra.  It’s not a spiritual gift that some have and some don’t.  It is the heart 
of the Christian life!  The first fruit of the presence of God!   
 
God wants everything we do to be motivated and directed by love: “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself 
through love.” Galatians 5:6.   
 
So that’s why we need to be a caring community.  This is why love needs to be at the heart of who we are and everything 
that we do.  Without love, what we say is offensive, what we know is useless and what we do is worthless.   
 
2. The Properties of Love 
But what does this love look like?  Well, Paul in this chapter goes on to describe some of the properties of love.  He shows 
us that the love that he is talking about is much more challenging than we might immediately think.  1 Corinthians 13:4-7: 
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  7It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 
 
a) Unconditional 
This love that God is looking for is unconditional.  It is not for some idealistic dream of people always living in harmony.  It is 
a love that is expressed in a community where hurts are caused, disappointments occur, wrongs are done.  
 
So “Love is patient”  1 Corinthians 13:4  When people are difficult, it suffers long.  It doesn’t give way to bitterness or 
rejection.   
 
And “it is not easily angered.”  1 Corinthians 13:5.   When difficult issues are dealt with, love doesn’t lose it’s temper.  It 
doesn’t lash out.  It refuses to be provoked.  Love swallows those angry words before they come out of our mouths.   
 
Not that it hides from confrontation.  “Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.”  1 Corinthians 13:6.  Love 
gets no satisfaction from highlighting the failures of others, but it is pleased when the truth comes out because it seeks 
honest relationships. 
 
But love handles those difficult discussions with grace, gentleness and politeness because “It is not rude.”  1 Corinthians 
13:5 
 
But throughout all problems, it’s goal is forgiveness and restoration.  And when forgiveness is offered, it is complete 
because “It keeps no record of wrongs.”  1 Corinthians 13:5.  It doesn’t keep secret records of failures.  Wrongs and hurts 
are not stored up to be brought up when someone fails us again.  Love wipes the slate clean.   
 
It forgives as we have been forgiven by God.  “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us.” Psalm 103:12  When it forgives, it refuses to remember their sins any more. 
 
b) Active 
True love is unconditional.  But it is also a love that is expressed in action.  “Love… is kind.”  1 Corinthians 13:4.  Love doesn’t 
just passively put up with people.  It positively does good for people.   



 
It seeks the good of others and expresses itself in compassionate action and caring service.  John wrote: “Let us not love 
with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18 
 
That’s because God’s love is an active love.  “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son…”  John 3:16.  And 
he wants our love to also be actively expressed in giving of ourselves to others.   
 
c) Selfless 
And in all of this, it is totally selfless.   “It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.” 1 Corinthians 13:4.  It doesn’t 
envy the success or possessions of others.  It doesn’t boast in its own achievements or victories.  It doesn’t seek its own 
prominence, it’s own glory. 
 
“It is not self-seeking.” 1 Corinthians 13:5  Love doesn’t assert itself and demand its own rights.  Instead its greatest concern 
is for others.  Love is willing to lose out if it would benefit others.  It is truly sacrificial because it follows in the footsteps of 
Jesus “The Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 
 
d) Faithful 
And it is a love that is faithful.  “It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”  1 Corinthians 13:7   
Real love carries with it a promise that says “I will always love you.”  It doesn’t stop loving, even when it is let down again 
and again. 
 
That’s because God never stops loving us!  “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” Jeremiah 31:3  
 
Real love is much more than an emotion.  It is a choice, a promise to always seek the good of others, no matter what.  Real 
love lasts.  In fact, it is eternal. “Love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 13:8.   
 
This is the kind of love that God is looking for in our lives.  It is a commitment to love others unconditionally, actively, 
selflessly and faithfully.  To love others as he loves us. 
 
3. The People we should Love 
And God wants us to express this in the context of all our relationships.   
 
a) Caring for our Families 
This should impact our families.  Have a look at this: Video: Love life ALT 
 
This is a crucial aspect of our caring community.  As Christians we are called to express God’s love to our spouses, our 
children, our parents, our brothers and sisters:  
“Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.” Ephesians 5:22 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church…” Ephesians 5:25 
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord.” Ephesians 6:1 
“Fathers, do not exasperate your children…” Ephesians 6:4  
Following Christ should transform our home-life as he calls us to be ambassadors of his love in our families.   
 
b) Caring for our Church 
But God is also looking for this kind of depth of love in our church family.  In fact our love for each other is to be the defining 
characteristic of our church: “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:35  
Church was designed as a place where we can experience and express the love of God.   
 
This is what marked the early Christian community in Jerusalem.  Their love for each other was active and selfless and as a 
result they had a huge impact on their generation.  They lived in a time of real poverty and desperate need and yet, Luke 
could record that “There was no needy persons among them.”  Acts 4:34 
 
This was not some miracle of God in blessing bank balances and causing bumper crops to grow.  This was because the 
church cared for each other.  “For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from 
the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.” Acts 4:34-35  They voluntarily 
and sacrificially gave out of their own resources to care for each other! 
 
c) Caring for our World 
But of course this love cannot be confined to our own families and our own church.  It is a love that should move us to care 



for our world.  Jesus made this clear in his own life and in his teaching.   
 
In response to a question from an expert in the law about who God wants us to love, Jesus told the story we know as the 
Good Samaritan.  The Samaritan was living out God’s command “Love your neighbour as yourself.”  Luke 10:29 when he 
responded to a need by sacrificially caring for a complete stranger.  

 He loved him unconditionally – not based on who he was or what he had done for him.   

 He loved him actively – bandaging his wounds and carrying him to a place where he could recover.   

 He loved him selflessly – with no thought to his own safety, his own convenience or to what this man could do for him.   

 He loved him faithfully – by paying for his continued care and promising to pay for any extra expense he needed. 
 
Jesus challenged the expert in the law to: “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10:37   And he challenges us to do the same - to 
respond to the needs that we know of, by doing what we can to care for others. 
 
It is why as a church we want to use our resources, time, gifts, energy and our money to care for others in our community 
and in our world.  Paul says to us, “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to 
the family of believers.” Galatians 6:10   
 
So who is it that God is calling us to reach out to, in love?  How can we better express love to our families, our church, our 
world? 
 
4. The Possibility of Love 
But sometimes when we talk about the love that God is looking for in our lives it seems impossibly idealistic.  It feels 
unrealistic think that naturally self-centred men and women like us would ever be able to express this depth of love for 
others.   
 
But this is possible because we have experienced God’s love. “We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19.  We are 
people who have been overwhelmed by our experience of God’s unconditional, active, selfless and faithful love.  So in 
caring for this world, we are simply called to reflect the love that God first of all expressed to us.   
 
And we are people who have received God’s love, through his Spirit.  “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit,” Romans 5:5.  And so God is simply asking us to be a channel of his love.  We can increasingly become a caring 
community through connecting with God’s love and letting his love flow into our hearts and overflow out to everyone 
around us. 
 
Conclusion 
So this is a crucial priority for us as a community of God’s people.  We need to be committed to increasingly reflect the 
depth, breadth and height of God’s amazing love to this world.  
 
So as Paul said, “This is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more...”  Philippians 1:9.  I pray that each of us will 
allow God’s love to flood into our hearts and overflow out to our families, to our church and to the world so that we will 
increasingly become a caring community. 

Andrew Burt 
Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship 
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