
ECF 9th February 2014 A Contagious Community  1 Peter 3:15 
Video: Fire-fighters  It would be crazy to train and prepare to be a firefighter and yet not fight any fires.  That’s what they’re 
there for.  That’s what they’re trained to do.   
 
And yet in many ways that’s what we followers of Jesus often do.  We spend lots of time in church, learning about God and 
how he has called us and equipped us to live for him in this world to take the gospel to lost men and women.   
 
And yet, we often decide not to tell anyone.  We stay where it is comfortable, rather than going into a needy world.  We 
keep the message about Jesus to ourselves.  We keep quiet rather than speaking out.   
 
But we believe that God wants us to be different.  Our church mission statement says that: “Enniscorthy Christian 
Fellowship aims to see people changed by Jesus and become committed members of community of believers, celebrating 
what God has done, caring for others and living CONTAGIOUS lives.”   We believe that we should be committed to reaching 
out to the people of Enniscorthy, County Wexford and beyond.  We believe that we should be seeking to impact people’s 
lives, share with them the gospel and introduce them to Jesus.  We believe that we’ve been called to be a contagious 
community.   
 
But how can we be contagious?  How can we impact the lives of those around us and introduce them to Jesus?  Let’s read 1 
Peter 3:15: “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”   
 
1. Speak up for Christ   
Sharing our faith in this generation is not easy.  Many people today are sceptical about faith, critical about churches and 
maybe even disappointed by those who call themselves Christians.  So it might be understandable why we might be 
hesitant, embarrassed or even afraid to speak to other people about Christ.  None of us like to be ridiculed or rejected. 
 
We might also feel inadequate to do this – that we don’t know enough, that we aren’t good at it, that we’re not gifted in 
this area.  I often feel like Moses did when the Lord sent him to Egypt to confront Pharaoh: “O Lord, please send someone 
else to do it.” Exodus 4:13 
 
Peter himself knew this.  When he stood in a courtyard he was given three opportunities to express his commitment to 
Jesus, but three times he denied even knowing him: “I don’t know the man!” Matthew 26:72.  The pressure of the situation, 
the fear of man and his distance from his Lord left him vulnerable to this temptation.   
 
a) Be Courageous 
But Jesus restored Peter and Peter learned from his failure.  On the Day of Pentecost, in the same city that had shouted to 
crucify Jesus, Peter stood up and declared: “God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 2:36  
 
And Peter challenges us to be courageous to do the same.  He says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone.”  1 
Peter 3:15.  He wants us to be courageous in sharing our faith, in preaching the gospel, in being a witness for Jesus.   
 
He knew how difficult this was for his first readers.  He writes in this letter about how many of them were being persecuted 
and attacked for their faith.  But he didn’t want them to cower in fear or be silent under questioning:  “Do not fear what 
they fear; do not be frightened.” 1 Peter 3:14.  He didn’t want them to be afraid of people – what they might say or do.  
 
b) Because Jesus is Lord 
Instead what he called them to: “In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord” 1 Peter 3:15.  This literally means to “Sanctify the 
Lord,” to set him apart as the Holy One!   
 
Peter is challenging us not to fear men, but to fear the Lord.  Not that we should be terrified of him, but that we should 
respect and reverence him as Lord.  We need to recognise his deity, that he is greater and higher than anyone else.  And we 
recognise his lordship - his absolute right to be the Lord of our lives.   
 
If we do, we will submit to his rule in our lives, even when other people pressurise us to do something different.  We will 
depend on him to help us, even in difficult situations.  And we will seek, with all our heart, to obey his commands, to please 
him with our lives, even when it contradicts the way of the world.    
 
And so we will be committed to speaking up for Christ because he has commanded us to “Go and make disciples of all 
nations…” Matthew 28:19.  He has called us not just to be his disciples, but also his disciple makers.   



And so whether we feel like it, whether we enjoy it or whether it is acceptable in today’s society or not, we will be 
committed to speaking up for Christ because our Lord has commanded us to do it – and we are committed to following him 
and want to please him!  This is what Peter and John did before the Sanhedrin, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in 
God’s sight to obey you rather than God.” Acts 4:19 
 
2. Share our Hope in Christ 
But as we speak up for Christ, Peter wants us to share our hope in Christ.  “Be prepared… to give the reason for the hope 
that you have.”  1 Peter 3:15   
 
Hope is about holding onto something that we don’t have yet!  It looks forward with eager expectation of something yet to 
come.  The Christian hope looks forward to a glorious future.  Peter writes about this hope at the start of his letter.  “In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into 
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power 
until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”1 Peter 1:3–5 
 
Our hope is the eager expectation of the fullness of our salvation.  Just now there are problems, difficulties and pain in our 
lives.  But one day we are sure that we will experience the glory of heaven, the freedom of being completely transformed, 
the joy of God’s intimate presence.  And we’re certain that we have an eternal inheritance in God’s kingdom; that no matter 
what, nothing and no-one can ever separate us from God’s love; that one day Jesus will welcome us into his Father’s house.   
 
a) Be Reasonable  
Of course a lot of people have hopes for the future, even a hope of heaven.  But sometimes all these are is simply wishful 
thinking.  Last week a lot of kids were hoping that it would rain even more than it did because they wanted the River Slaney 
to flood and the schools be closed!   
 
But our hope is not just wishful thinking, an unrealistic dream of something good.  It is based on a solid foundation.  Our 
hope is reasonable.  There is a rationale behind it.  This is why Peter wants us to “give the reason for the hope that you 
have.”  1 Peter 3:15   
 
When Peter calls us to give an answer for our hope he uses the word “apologia” from which we get our English word 
apologetics.  Apologetics is about giving reasons for our faith – not necessarily trying to prove it, but showing trying to show 
why it is a reasonable conclusion to come to.   
 
b) Because Jesus is our Saviour 
We can do this because our faith in Christ is based on evidence and a historical reality.  Peter summarises this: “For Christ 
died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made 
alive by the Spirit.” 1 Peter 3:18 
 
Our hope is firmly grounded in the saving work of Jesus Christ.  It is based on the fact that at a point in history, about 2000 
years ago, just outside of Jerusalem, Jesus, the Son of God, was nailed to a cross to pay for our sins.  He died in our place, 
taking upon himself the death sentence that we deserved.  The only truly righteous person died for us, the unrighteous.   
 
He was buried in a tomb – a tomb borrowed from a secret disciple.  But on the third day he rose again proving that his once 
and for all payment was accepted by God.  This declares that whoever we are and whatever we’ve done, our sins can be 
completely forgiven if we simply put our faith in Jesus.   
 
This is the reason for our faith, this is the basis of our hope – and this needs to be at the heart of the message we share.  We 
speak up because Jesus is our Lord and we have a message of hope in this world, because Jesus is our Saviour! 
 
3. Speak with the Love of Christ 
But as we do this we also need to speak with the love of Christ.   
 
a) Be Gentle 
Yes our message is crucially important.  And it is urgent, because, “Now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of 
salvation.” 2 Corinthians 6:2.  We don’t know how long people have to accept Christ.  We don’t know how many more 
opportunities people will have to hear the gospel.  So we should be passionate about sharing this wonderful message. 
 
But we must never be pushy as we share the message of Christ. Peter says, “Do this with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 
3:15 



To be gentle is to be kind and gracious.  It is the opposite of being rude, insensitive or aggressive.  To speak with respect 
means that we don’t talk down to people, we’re not arrogant or proud.  Instead we honour and value others and respect 
their right to consider, to question, to doubt. 
 
So we mustn’t try to argue people into the kingdom, or manipulate them or force them into a decision.  We must never 
violate their rights as an individual.  We need to give them time to work through their issues and the right to reject Christ, if 
they want. 
 
b) Because Jesus loves the World  
That’s because at the heart of our evangelism must be love – the unconditional, active, selfless and faithful love of God that 
we were thinking about last week.  This is what it means to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.   
It was love that took Jesus to the cross.  He is “The Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.”Galatians 2:20  He 
loved us so much that he would rather suffer the torture of separation from his Father on the cross, rather than separation 
from us!   
 
But he also loved people so much that he never violated people or forced his way into their lives. He was gentle and 
respectful and loving.  He allowed people to ridicule and reject him if that is what they choose!  
 
And if we’re going to continue his mission to the world and be used by him to draw people into relationship with God then 
we need to be motivated and guided and driven by that same love.  
 
Only Christ’s love flowing through our hearts will motivate us to keep going with the gospel when it gets tough, when it 
costs us energy, time and money, when it is at times disappointing, discouraging, upsetting.  That was Paul’s experience.  He 
writes: “For Christ’s love compels us...” 2 Corinthians 5:14  It was the love of Christ will give us the genuine and passionate 
care for people to motivate us to keep sharing the gospel with a dying world.   
 
And only Christ’s love will enable us to do this in a caring and sensitive way.  Without this love, we will just be “a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal.” 1 Corinthians 13:1   
 
4. Show the Power of Christ 
So we need to be willing to speak up for Christ, share the message of Christ and speak with the love of Christ.  But did you 
notice that Peter describes us doing all of this in response to people’s questions.  We are to speak up for Christ “to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason…” 1 Peter 3:15  He is suggesting that our Christian lives that will stimulate questions in 
people’s minds.   
 
a) Be Different  
That’s because he believes that Christians should be different.  In this letter, Peter challenges Christians again and again to 
be different from the world around us.  He writes his letter “To God’s elect, strangers in the world.”  1 Peter 1:1 because he 
believes that if we belong to God, then we don’t really belong to this world.   
 
And this should change how we live.  “As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance.” 1 Peter 1:14.  This is because trusting in Jesus should radically change our values, morals, priorities and goals.   
 
Peter goes on in this letter to describe how this should be revealed in a whole variety of aspects of our lives.  He talks about 
how we should be different in how we speak to others, in how we care for and show respect to other people, in how we 
honour and obey our government institutions, in how we love our husbands or wives, in how we seek first to obey God’s 
will rather than our own desires, in how we love our brothers and sisters in Christ and willingly serve them, and especially in 
how we respond to suffering and wrongful accusation and attacks.   
 
In each of these areas of our lives, Peter expects us to live differently from others.  And it is this difference that other people 
will notice.  He says that we should “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” 1 Peter 2:12   
 
He also writes: “Wives… be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won 
over without words by the behaviour of their wives.” 1 Peter 3:1.   
 
Peter believes that living consistently with different goals, priorities and values will impact the hearts and minds of those 
around us.  It will challenge their thinking, it will break down their resistance to the gospel and it will lead them to ask– 
“What is the reason for their hope?  Why are they so different?”   



c) Because Jesus has Changed Us  
It is that question that Peter wants us to be eager to answer, and the answer is of course Jesus!   
 
We’re not called to be different because we are better than others, nicer than them or more religious.  We are called to be 
different because Jesus has changed us.  “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and 
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” 1 Peter 2:24 
 
We are people who have accepted Jesus into our lives as our Saviour and Lord and this has transformed our lives.  We’ve 
been forgiven, we’ve been adopted into his family, we’ve been sanctified by his Spirit.  And Peter is simply calling us to live 
up to who Jesus has made us to be: “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light." 1 Peter 2:9 
 
So it is our different kind of life, produced by the power of Jesus, that is the foundation on which we can share our faith.  
When people see that we are different, they will ask us why, and we will give them the answer – it is all because Jesus loved 
me so much that he died for me to pay for my sins and change my life and bring me into his wonderful light!     
This helps us to remember that the goal of evangelism is not our glory – to prove ourselves right, to make a name for 
ourselves, to build a reputation.  Neither should it be our church’s glory – to see our church grow and develop.  It should be 
for Jesus’ glory.  He must be the centre of our message and the reason for sharing it.  “We do not preach ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 2 Corinthians 4:5   
 
Conclusion 
It’s not easy to speak up for Christ today.  It’s not easy to share the message of Christ, in the love of Christ.  And it’s certainly 
not easy to show the power of Christ in our changed lives! 
 
But it is our amazing privilege.  God wants to use us to transform people’s lives for all eternity – to bring lost people into his 
family – and through that to glorify his Son increasingly in this world.  I pray that each of us will be willing to play our part in 
this great mission and that we will increasingly be a contagious community.     
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