
ECF 16th March 2014 Galatians 1:1-10 Unity in the True Gospel 
There’s a story told about a church in Wales that was trying to decide on a new pastor.  But the problem was, that there 
were two opposing groups that couldn’t decide.  One Sunday, the two groups both sent preachers to the pulpit.  Both spoke 
simultaneously, each trying to shout above the other.  Both announced their hymns, and the congregation sang two--each 
trying to drown out the other.  
 
Then the groups started shouting at each other.  Bibles were raised in anger.  The Sunday morning service turned into a riot.  
Through it all, the two preachers continued trying to out-shout each other with their sermons.   Eventually someone called 
the police and they were all sent home.  But even when they were leaving, the rivals were still arguing.   
 
Now I couldn’t confirm whether that story is true or not – I kind of hope it isn’t.  But unfortunately it is the kind of thing that 
has happened in many churches. Disagreements between Christians have often resulted in churches filled with arguments, 
fights and ultimately division. 
 
But Paul knew that Christ’s goal was that the church would be united, that we would be one! And so unity was an important 
goal for Paul.  He was determined to do everything that he could to maintain the unity of the church.   
 
But this unity was under threat.  As we’ve seen already, false teachers had infiltrated the churches in Galatia and were 
preaching “a different gospel.” Galatians 1:6.  They were teaching that salvation was not in Christ alone, by grace alone, 
through faith alone.  They were teaching that to be accepted by God, you also needed to keep the rules and regulations of 
the Mosaic law. 
 
That’s why they were trying to undermine Paul’s influence.  If they managed to get people to believe that Paul’s apostleship 
was inferior to that of the apostles in Jerusalem and that his gospel was different from theirs’ and incomplete – then 
perhaps they could to drive a wedge between Paul and the other apostles.  And in that gap, people might be more open to 
accept their teaching. 
 
Sadly people are still trying to do this.  They claim that Paul preached a different gospel from James, Peter, John or even 
Jesus.  They say that we need to choose one or the other.  But in our next section of his letter to the Galatians Paul 
confronts this lie by showing that all the apostles were united in the true gospel of Christ!   
 
Galatians 2:1-10: Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. 2 I went 
in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those 
who seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my race in vain. 3 Yet not even Titus, who was with me, 
was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. 4 This matter arose because some false brothers had 
infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. 5 We did not give in to them for a 
moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you. 
6 As for those who seemed to be important—whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not judge by 
external appearance—those men added nothing to my message. 7 On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with 
the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the Jews. 8 For God, who was at work in the 
ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. 9 James, Peter and 
John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognised the grace given 
to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. 10 All they asked was that we should continue to 
remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 
 
1. Facing the Same Battle  
Last time we looked at this letter we read how Paul wrote: “The gospel I preached is not something that man made up.” 
Galatians 1:11  Paul wanted us to be confident in his gospel, because it wasn’t a man-made invention or tradition.  Instead it 
was a revelation from God.   
 
To prove this he described how he’d only made one visit to Jerusalem.  This came after 3 years of following and serving 
Christ, and then he only met 2 of the apostles, and only stayed for 15 days.   
 
But here he is showing us that his gospel is precisely the same as that of the other apostles.  He received it independently, 
but it was identical to the gospel preached by the other apostles.  He does this by referring to another visit to Jerusalem 
which happened 14 years later.   
 
a) Paul’s Genuine Care  
Paul says that this came about “in response to a revelation.” Galatians 2:2  He was there because God had spoken and 



revealed that he wanted him to be there.  Paul doesn’t say what this revelation was, but it seems likely that this may be a 
reference to a prophecy given by a man called Agabus that a severe famine was coming.  
 
In response: “The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. 30 This they 
did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.” Acts 11:29-30 
So Paul, Barnabas and Titus may very well have arrived in Jerusalem primarily to express their genuine care for their Jewish 
brothers and sisters who were struggling in poverty.   
 
b) Paul’s Gentile Companion 
But while Paul was there a challenge arose over the true gospel.  Titus, one of Paul’s companions “was a Greek.”  Galatians 
2:3.  He was a Gentile and so uncircumcised.  But he had put his faith in Jesus and so was saved by grace! 
 
But there were some in Jerusalem who didn’t think this was good enough.  “Some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to 
spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves.” Galatians 2:4  These were not true followers of Christ, 
but they’d sneaked in among that church community to spy on the Christian’s freedom in Christ.  They wanted to pull the 
Jewish believers back in under the bondage of trying to keep the law to be right with God!   So of course, they didn’t believe 
that an uncircumcised Titus was acceptable to God!  
 
But this wasn’t just an issue of the acceptability of one man.  This was a battle over what the gospel really was.  If Titus was 
not accepted then no-one was unless they kept the Jewish law.   
 
So this was exactly the same battle that was raging years later in the churches in Galatia.  And it was the same battle that 
arose even later in Antioch when people came from Jerusalem claiming that: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the 
custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” Acts 15:1   
 
And of course we see the same battle today as various people declare that simply trusting in Jesus is not enough to make us 
right with God.  They say that unless we are baptized, unless we attend their church, unless we keep their rules, unless we 
are good enough, we cannot be saved. 
 
c) Paul’s Private Consultation 
When this battle arose in Antioch, Paul and Barnabas headed for Jerusalem for a public meeting of all the apostles and 
leaders in what is called the Jerusalem council.  But this time Paul confronted the issue by speaking “privately to those who 
seemed to be leaders.”  Galatians 2:2   
 
These were the apostles Peter, James and John, but did you notice how he refers to them?  He describes them in a 
roundabout way as “those who seemed to be important.” Galatians 2:6 and “those reputed to be pillars.” Galatians 2:9.  
Paul wasn’t trying to put them down.  He has already acknowledged that they “were apostles before I was.” Galatians 1:17 
and was trying to emphasize his unity with them.   
 
Instead, Paul speaks this way probably because the false teachers were exaggerating the status of Peter, James and John in 
order to lift them above Paul.  Paul was just correcting this error by showing that despite appearances they were his equals 
as “God does not judge by external appearance.”  Galatians 2:6  
 
But the crucial thing is that Paul “set before them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles.” Galatians 2:2  He shared the 
message that he had been preaching among Jews and Gentiles in many different towns and cities for over 14 years and that 
he was still preaching.   
 
And he says did this, “for fear that I was running or had run my race in vain.” Galatians 2:2.  This wasn’t because he needed 
assurance from these men that his gospel was right.  He knew that he was preaching what God had revealed to him.   
 
But he didn’t want his ministry to be in vain.  He didn’t want all his work of leading people to Christ, encouraging Christians 
to grow in their faith, building up the churches to be beacons of light in this dark world to be destroyed by false teaching.  
 
 He knew that this battle was a battle for the survival of the church.  The life, the unity and the mission of the church is all 
based on the gospel that we preach.  Without the true gospel, there is no salvation, no life, no unity, no church.  And so Paul 
says, “We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you.” Galatians 2:5   
 
And we need to be willing to fight this same battle today.  No matter how difficult it is at times, no matter how much we are 
criticised for it, we need to take our stand for the truth of the gospel because it is literally a matter of life and death!   



2. United through faith with the Gentiles  
So what was the outcome of Paul’s confrontation?  Amazingly, it was unity!  First of all the apostles declared that they were 
united though faith with the Gentiles.  Paul says that “Not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised.” 
Galatians 2:3  The apostles fully accepted Titus, the Gentile believer, without any requirement to add to his faith in Christ.   
 
He didn’t need to be circumcised to be saved.  He didn’t need to follow the law.  His faith in Christ and his death on  the 
cross was enough for salvation and uniting him with the others.  “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
Galatians 3:26 
 
It is a wonderful truth for us this morning.  If we have faith in Christ, if we have trusted in his death on the cross, then we 
are part of his church!  We don’t need to add anything to be right with God.  We don’t need to follow certain rules or 
regulations.  We don’t need to go through any religious rituals.  We are fully accepted by God through our faith in Christ.  
Through Christ our sins are completely forgiven. Through Christ we are declared righteous in God’s sight.  Through Christ we 
are adopted into God’s family.  Nothing more is needed.   
 
3. United in Preaching the Same Gospel   
This meant that the apostles agreed that they were united with Paul in preaching the same gospel.  The false teachers 
claimed that Paul’s gospel was only partially true.  It was helpful, but incomplete.  But Paul could say about Peter, James and 
John that “those men added nothing to my message.” Galatians 2:6 
 
People may claim today that the Paul’s letters preach a different message from Peter, James and John.  They may claim that 
we need to chose which gospel to accept.  But Peter, James and John wouldn’t agree!  They knew that they were all 
preaching the same gospel!   
 
Of course the apostles have different styles, because their inspiration didn’t obliterate their individual personality and 
background.  They also have different emphases because they were preaching to different audiences who had different 
problems and challenges.  Paul says “I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as 
Peter had been to the Jews.” Galatians 2:7 
 
Peter focussed on preaching to the Jews, who had grown up worshipping one God and working to keep his laws.  In his 
ministry, Paul focussed on preaching to pagan Gentiles, most of whom would have grown up worshipping many gods and 
living with loose morals.  Because of that, their methods, their delivery, their approach had to be very different.  But their 
message was the same.   
 
We are called to share the gospel with different people in different situations.  How we present the gospel might therefore 
be very different.  But there is only one true gospel and that is the one preached by all the apostles: “It is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no-one can boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8–9   And we need to faithfully preach this gospel of salvation in Christ alone, by grace alone through faith 
alone. 
 
4. United by experiencing the Same Grace 
The apostles were also united because they knew that they had experienced the same grace.  “James, Peter and John… gave 
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognised the grace given to me.” Galatians 2:9  They knew that 
Paul did not deserve the privilege of being a disciples of Jesus and an apostle to the Gentiles.  They knew about his past 
prejudice and persecution.  But they knew that in his grace God had called him.   
 
But they also knew that it was in his grace that God had called them.  They also didn’t deserve the privilege of being 
ambassadors of Christ.  James, the Lord’s brother, had initially rejected and ridiculed him.  John, with his brother, had got it 
so wrong when they wanted to call fire down on a Samaritan village and they tried to work it so they could sit at Jesus’ right 
and left hand.  And Peter, well we know how he totally failed his Lord when at the most crucial time, 3 times he denied even 
knowing Jesus.  And yet, in his grace, God had called them all.   
 
We too have been united in experiencing the same grace.  We all can say with Paul:   “By the grace of God I am what I am.” 
1 Corinthians 15:10.  
 
5. United in Serving the Same God  
The apostles were united because they recognised the same grace in each of their lives – but also because they knew they 
were serving the same God!  “God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in 
my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles.” Galatians 2:8 



In the early days of these apostles, “They had argued about who was the greatest.” Mark 9:34.  They were fighting for 
prominence and position.  The result was disunity and division.   
 
But the apostles had matured since then.  They’d grown out of this.  Now, the apostles were not serving themselves.  They 
were not building their own followings, their own kingdoms.  Now they were serving God.  They were follow Jesus’ 
command to “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.” Matthew 6:33   
 
These apostles were united in a common goal of seeing God’s kingdom grow to God’s glory and his honour!  And so they 
were delighted to accept that God was working through Paul’s ministry, just as he was doing through theirs’.   
 
We must never be motivated by selfish ambition or a desire to make a name for ourselves.  Our goal must always be to 
serve God, to bring him glory and to build his kingdom.  And if it, then we will be united with all those who are doing the 
same.   
 
6. United by expressing the Same Generosity 
The apostles knew that they were united with Paul and so they didn’t add anything to the gospel that Paul was preaching.  
But they did have one request: “All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor.” Galatians 2:10 
 
They encouraged Paul to continue to care for the Christians in Judea who were suffering in poverty.  It was a request to 
practically express their unity in Christ through love! 
 
And Paul says that this was “the very thing I was eager to do.” Galatians 2:10.  As we saw at the start, Paul was probably 
there in Jerusalem to bring a gift from the Christians in Antioch.  And he continued to support them in the following years.  
In fact during his 3rd missionary journey, he organized  a collection from a number of the churches he planted to the 
Christians in Jerusalem! 
 
Unity is not just something to give lip-service to.  It is something to express practically through our actions and our giving!   
 
Conclusion 
Many years ago, John Wesley was deeply concerned about the rise of different denominations in the church.  Then one 
night he had a dream.  In his dream, he was brought to the gates of Hell.  
There he asked, “Are there any Presbyterians here?” 
“Yes!”, came the answer.  
Then he asked, “Are there any Baptists? Any Episcopalians? Any Methodists?”  
The answer was “Yes!” each time.  
 
Very distressed, Wesley was then brought to the gates of Heaven.  There he asked the same question, and the answer was 
No!  There were no Presbyterians.  No Baptists.  No Episcopalians.  No Methodists. 
 
“No?” Wesley asked, “Who then is inside?” 
The answer came back, “There are only Christians here.” 
 
If we have faith in Christ, if we are preaching of the same gospel and if we have experienced of the same grace – then we 
need to realise that we are united in the same church, and we need to be committed to serving the same God and 
expressing the same generosity and love.  Unity in the true gospel is God’s goal for his church.   
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