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It is amazing how God speaks into people’s lives.  Today we’re here to celebrate how God has spoken into Damien’s life.  This happened 
through the clubs, church and Bible studies that he has come to.  But God works in lots of different ways to bring people to that point of 
trusting in him.   
 
1. A Strange Mission 
In Acts 8, Luke tells us about a strange command that Philip received from God.  “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to 
the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” Acts 8:26 
 
At that time, Philip had been serving God in Samaria and seeing God work in many people’s lives.  So why would God take him away 
from this growing church community and tell him to go to a desert road where nobody lived?   
 
Philip didn’t know why?  But he was willing to obey because he was committed to following God’s commands.  But God knew what he 
was doing.  God sent Philip to this desert road to meet one man – because one person is important to God.  
 
2. A Searching Man 
Acts 8:27-28: “So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 

28 
and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading 

the book of Isaiah the prophet.”   
 
a) Important- Crown 
This guy was a government official of Ethiopia – an area that is now part of southern Egypt and northern Sudan.  He had a really 
important job.  In that country, the queen mother, whose title was Candace, was the one who ruled the nation on behalf of her son the 
king.  And this man was “in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians.” Acts 8:27.   
 
That meant he had a really powerful and prestigious job.  He was the treasurer to the ruler.  He’d reached the top of his profession.   
 
b) Wealthy - Car 
This was probably why he was such a wealthy man.  He was “sitting in his chariot.”  Acts 8:28.  At that time most people walked.  Some 
more well-to-do rode animals.  But only the wealthiest had chariots.  So this man was sitting in the modern day equivalent of a Porsche 
or a Lamborghini! 
 
c) Religious - Praying 
This guy was important, wealthy, but he was religious.  Although he was from Africa, he’d come to realize that the God of Israel was the 
one true and living God.  Luke doesn’t say whether he had converted fully to Judaism or not, but he wanted to honour and obey God.  In 
fact he had travelled over 200 miles on a pilgrimage “to Jerusalem to worship.” Acts 8:27   
d) Searching – Magnifying Glass – searching symbol 
In many people’s eyes, this man had everything he needed.  A significant job, enough money to enjoy life and a bit of religion, some kind 
of connection to God.   
 
But even although this guy had all of this, there was still something missing in his life.  There was still a hole that his position, wealth and 
religion couldn’t fill.  There was still a longing in his heart for something more.  He hadn’t found the satisfaction, peace or joy that he 
desired.  The answer to what we need cannot be found in a job, in money or in religion.  We need something more!   
 
3. A Significant Meeting 
a) Reading – Scroll/Kindle 
And that is what God sent Philip to tell him about.  Acts 8:29-30: “The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  

30 
Then 

Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. In those days people always read out loud.  I know it seems 
really strange but people hadn’t learned how to read quietly into themselves.  So as Philip obeyed the Lord and ran alongside the chariot 
he heard this Ethiopian eunuch reading the Bible.   
 
Of course he only had what we would call the Old Testament, and he was reading from the prophecy of Isaiah, written over 700 years 
earlier.  As he was running alongside, Philip asked him a simple question, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  Acts 8:30 
 
It is an obvious question, isn’t it?  Reading the Bible isn’t just a ritual to mindlessly follow.  We should read because God wants us to 
understand his truth and to trust in him and follow his commands.  So understanding what we are reading is really important.   
 
b) Confused - Questions 
But this guy was confused.  He didn’t understand what he was reading.  So he answered Philip: “How can I,” he said, “unless someone 
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.” Acts 8:31 
 
That’s kind of sad isn’t it?  That this man was a religious man.  He had just been involved in a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  But nobody had 
explained the truth of the Bible to him.  He was searching for the truth, but nobody had answered his questions, nobody had helped him 
understand.   
 



But this is what God had sent Philip to do. The man was reading from Isaiah 53:
 
 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth. 
33 

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? 
For his life was taken from the earth.” Acts 8:32-33 
 
It is an amazing passage of the Bible – but the Ethiopian didn’t understand what it was about.  “The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, 
please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?”Acts 8:34 
It was an important question.  Who was the prophet writing about?  Who was led like a sheep to the slaughter?  Who was silent?  Who 
was deprived justice?   
 
c) Explanation - Cross 
For the Ethiopian they were difficult questions.  For Philip, the answer was clear:  “Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture 
and told him the good news about Jesus.” Acts 8:35  Isaiah had written his book 700 years earlier, but Philip knew that he was writing 
about Jesus.  Isaiah 53 is one of the clearest and most powerful prophecies about the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus!  Philip 
explained this to the man.  
 
But in this prophecy, Isaiah doesn’t only tell us what happened to Jesus, but why it happened to Jesus.  He says this: Isaiah 53:5: 
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;  
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” 
 
Jesus came to take up our suffering.   He took our place.  He came to die for our sins.  The punishment for our sins were placed on Jesus 
and he died on the cross to pay for them in full.  He paid our death sentence.  And so nothing more is needed.  And so all we need to do 
is 

 A - Admit that we have sinned against God 

 B - Believe that Jesus died to pay for our sins in full 

 C - Commit our lives to Jesus, asking him to be the forgiver of our sins and the leader of our lives  
 
If we do this then God promises that we’ll have peace with him!  We’ll be reconciled to him.  There’ll be nothing that we need to fear, no 
guilt that we need to carry, nothing more that we need to do.  We’ll be accepted into God’s kingdom, adopted into God’s family and 
assured that we have a place in heaven prepared for us.  
 
This is what Philip told the Ethiopian about.  And the Ethiopian accepted what Philip told him.  He admitted that he had sinned against 
God and that he could not make himself right with God.  He believed that Jesus died in his place, that he was pierced for his 
transgressions and crushed for his iniquities.  And he committed his life into God’s hands asking him to forgive his sins, heal his heart 
and reconcile him to himself!   
 
d) Saved – Faith (falling into Father’s hands) 
And at that moment, he was saved!  All his sins were forgiven.  He received the gift of the Holy Spirit living within him and he was 
brought into God’s family.   
 
Today we’re celebrating that the same thing happened in Damien’s life.  A number of years ago, he admitted that he had sinned against 
God and that he could not make himself right with God.  He believed that Jesus died in his place.  He committed his life to God, and 
Jesus came into his life as the forgiver of his sins and the leader of his life.   
 
And this is the gift that God wants to give to everyone who trusts in Jesus.  Romans 10:13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.” Whoever we are, whatever we have or have not done, we can be saved today by simply putting our faith in Jesus and 
trusting in him!  If you haven’t received this gift yet, then today it can be yours!   
 
4. A Special Moment  
That moment the Ethiopian trusted in Jesus.  But as they travelled along, they came across a pool of water.  “As they travelled along the 
road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptised?”" And he gave orders to stop 
the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptised him. Acts 8:36-38 
 
a) Baptised – Water 
This is what Jesus commanded his followers to do as a public and physical declaration of the invisible and spiritual miracle of salvation 
that happens the moment we trusted in Jesus: 

 He went down into the water, declaring that through his faith in Christ, he has been united with Christ in his death - that Jesus’ 
death on the cross paid for his sin. 

 He went right under the water as a declaration that his old life under condemnation through sin was dead and buried – gone 
forever.   

 And he came up out of the water as a declaration that he had entered into a new life with Christ. 
This was a declaration and celebration of the brand new life that started moments earlier when he put his faith in Jesus and accepted his 
salvation!   
 



And this is what Damien is going to do today.  He is going to be baptised as a public and physical declaration of his faith in Jesus.  He will 
go into the water to show that Jesus died for his sin.  He will go under the water to show that old life under the penalty of sin is gone 
forever.  And he will come up out of the water as a declaration that he has entered a brand new life of following Jesus.   
 
b) Rejoicing - Smile 
No wonder that Luke records that the Ethiopian “went on his way rejoicing” Acts 8:39.  He had experienced the amazing joy of God’s 
salvation.  Before he had been confused, trying to make himself right with God through religious activities – but now he knew that he 
was a child of God – forgiven and accepted because of his faith in Jesus.   
 
That’s why today is a celebration.  We are rejoicing that Damien has committed his life to Jesus and has chosen to follow him.  And that 
God has committed himself to Damien and has promised that he will never leave him or forsake him.     
 
So what about you?   
Do you understand what Jesus has done for you?  
Have you accepted Jesus as the forgiver of your sins and the leader of your life? 
Have your declared your commitment to him in baptism as he has commanded you to do? 
Are you rejoicing in the salvation that Jesus won for us on the cross?   
 
Whoever we are and whatever we have done, this is what God wants for each of us.   
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