
ECF 27th April 2014 Galatians 3:1-14  The Gifts of the True Gospel 
Charles Blondin was a famous tight-rope walker in the 19th century.  He was most famous for his crossings of the Niagara 
River on a 1100 feet long tightrope in 1859.  He made 17 crossings in total, each one more daring than the last.  Once he 
crossed it blindfolded, another time pushing a wheelbarrow.  Once he carried a stove, stopped half way across and cooked 
himself an omelette.  And another time he crossed on stilts.  
 
But his most difficult crossing was in August 1859 when he crossed the gorge with his manager, a man called Harry Colcord, 
on his back.  It was an amazing expression of his manager’s trust in his ability.   
 
But can you imagine that Blondin got to the half-way point on that tight-rope and his manager tapped him on the shoulder, 
“Look, thanks for bringing me this far.  But I feel bad with you doing all the work, and me just sitting here.  I think I should 
take it from here.  Let me walk the second half of the way.”   
 
Do you think that would be a good idea?  Of course not.  It would be absolutely crazy.  He’d never make it across safely.  The 
only sensible approach at that half-way point would be to continue to trust in the one who had brought him so far!   
 
1. Don’t Be Foolish 
This is kind of like what the Galatians were doing.  Paul writes in Galatians 3:1: “You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched 
you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.” 
 
They’d heard the truth of the gospel.  Just as we did last week, they’d clearly seen the disturbing and yet glorious cross of 
Christ and they’d celebrated his wonderfully empty tomb!  And they’d understood the reason why Jesus had gone through 
all of this and the salivation that he provided for them by it.  And they’d trusted in Christ and experienced God’s forgiveness 
and grace. 
 
But now, they were starting to think that they couldn’t just trust in Jesus to save them.  They were starting to believe that 
they had to do their part as well – that they had to get down and try and walk that tightrope of law-keeping, of religious 
rules and rituals, in order to be right with God.  It was crazy.  They were being ridiculous.  Paul was amazed that they 
could’ve gone from the truth of what they knew, back to this lie that wasn’t even good news.  
 
Of course Paul knew that these ideas had come from false teachers who had come into their church communities.  But he 
also realised who was behind all of this.  Jesus says about Satan, “He is a liar and the father of lies.” John 8:44  
 
So Paul wants to shake them up, help them to see how ridiculous their behaviour is.  And he does this by reminding them 
about three amazing gifts of the true gospel that they received simply through their faith in Christ.   
 
2. The Gift of the Spirit 
The first one is the gift of the Spirit.  Read Galatians 3:2-5: “I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the 
Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you 
now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 4 Have you suffered so much for nothing—if it really was for nothing? 5 Does 
God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you 
heard?” 
 
a) All believers have the Holy Spirit 
Paul knew that these Christians in Galatia had received the Holy Spirit.  That’s because the Spirit’s role is crucial in anyone 
becoming part of God’s family.   
 
When we first of all trusted in him, Jesus says that we are “born of the Spirit.”  John 2:8.  This is our entrance into the new 
life as part of God’s kingdom.  Without this new birth we cannot be part of God’s family.   
 
At the same time, “We were all baptised by one Spirit into one body.” 1 Corinthians 12:13.  The Spirit brings us into the 
body of Christ, the church.   
 
And he also seals us.  “Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance.” Ephesians 1:13–14   The Spirit’s presence is God’s stamp of ownership on us.  He is the first 
instalment of all that God has for us, and the guarantee that we will experience it all!   
 
This means that there is no such thing as a Christian who has not received the Holy Spirit!  Paul in Romans 8:9 says that “If 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.” If we have not received the indwelling Holy Spirit, 



then we are not in Christ, we’ve not been saved, we’re not part of God’s family. 
 
b) We received the Spirit by Faith 
So the presence of the Holy Spirit is the privilege of all who have trusted in Jesus.  Paul asks his readers an easy question: 
“Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?”  Galatians 3:2  The answer is obvious.  
When Paul came to preach the gospel to them, they were uncircumcised Gentiles.  They weren’t following the law.  They 
didn’t have to go through numerous rituals or ceremonies.  All they did was listen to the gospel, accept the truth of it for 
themselves and put their faith in Jesus.  At that moment, they experienced the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit in their lives! 
 
And Paul saw the reality of this in their lives.  “Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you 
observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?”  Galatians 3:5  God worked in power among them in signs, 
miracles and most of all through transformed lives!  And this all happened when they were still uncircumcised and unaware 
of the rules that the false teachers were now imposing.   
 
This is the wonderful reality for us too.  If we’ve put our faith in Jesus, if we’ve trusted in him, then at that moment, the 
Holy Spirit came into our lives to indwell us – and he will never leave us.   
 
We don’t need to do anything to bring him into our lives.  There is no standard that we need to reach.  No rules that we 
need to keep.  If we have faith in Christ then we have the presence of God within us.  “Don’t you know that you yourselves 
are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?" 1 Corinthians 3:16   
 
c) We Are Called to live by the Spirit 
And so Paul’s question is: “After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?” 
Galatians 3:3.  If they were born into God’s family by the Spirit, and baptised into the church by the Spirit, and were sealed 
as belonging to God by the Spirit, and have experienced God’s power in our lives through the Holy Spirit – and if they’d 
experienced all of these wonderful gifts through simple faith in Christ – then why would they think that they should stop 
and go back to a law-based religion? 
 
Instead our lives should be simply about allowing the Holy Spirit to continue his work in our lives.  We’ll see later in this 
letter how we should “live by the Spirit” Galatians 5:16 and “keep in step with the Spirit” Galatians 5:25 and so allow the 
fruit of the Spirit to grow in our lives.   
 
In his other letters he warns his readers not to grieve the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:20) nor quench his work in our lives (1 
Thessalonians 5:19), but to continually “Be filled with the Spirit.” Ephesians 5:18, allowing the Holy Spirit to have control 
over our decisions and attitudes and actions.   
 
This is how we grow and advance in our Christian lives.  If we have the Holy Spirit, then we can keep moving forward, 
experiencing the presence and depending on his power.  
 
3. The Gift of Righteousness 
But faith in Jesus didn’t only bring them the gift of the Holy Spirit.  It also brought the gift of righteousness. Galatians 3:6-9: 
“Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 7 Understand, then, that those who 
believe are children of Abraham. 8 The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the 
gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who have faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith.” 
 
a) The Man of Faith  
The Judaizers claimed to have the Scriptures, the Old Testament and the teaching of Moses on their side.  They claimed that 
in order to be right with God, people had to keep the laws that had been at the centre of the Jewish faith for centuries.  But 
here Paul went even further back than Moses.  He went to the father of the Jewish nation and showed that Abraham was 
justified by faith in God. 
 
 Abraham had received a call from God to “Leave your country… and go to the land I will show you.”  Genesis 12:1.  He also 
received a promise, “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you.” Genesis 12:2  Amazingly Abraham obeyed this 
call, despite the fact that at that time his wife was childless.  For years, Abraham lived as a nomad, wandering around the 
land that would ultimately become Israel’s around 600 years later.  
 
One day the word of the Lord came to Abraham.  He said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars – if indeed you can 
count them… So shall your offspring be.” Genesis 15:5 It was an amazing promise from God.  It was also highly unlikely as 



Abraham was in his eighties and his wife in her seventies.  But against all odds, Abraham believed God’s word.   
 
And Genesis 15:6 states: “Abram believed the LORD and he credited it to him as righteousness.”  Crediting is an accounting 
term.  Righteousness was put on his account.  He was declared to be right with God.   
 
Crucially, Abraham didn’t do anything to deserve this, to earn this or to pay for this.  He didn’t obey any rules, he wasn’t 
circumcised at this time, he didn’t have a load of laws to keep.  Instead he simply believed in God’s word, and God credited 
his account with righteousness. 
 
This is what Paul quotes here as he writes to the Galatians and he called Abraham “the man of faith.”  Galatians 3:9.   He 
was justified, declared right with God, through faith alone!   
 
b) The Children of Abraham  
And so Paul sees Abraham, as the father of all who are justified by faith.  “Those who believe are children of Abraham.” 
Galatians 3:7 
 
The Gentile believers in the Galatian churches are children of Abraham.  They heard God’s word in the gospel that was 
preached to them.  They trusted in God’s promise of salvation through faith in Jesus.  And so God credited righteousness to 
their account – through faith, without working for it, without being circumcised, without keeping the law.   
 
c) The Fulfilment of a Promise  
This was the fulfilment of God’s promise to Abraham.  When he was called to leave his home, God promised “All peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you.”  Genesis 12:3 
 
Paul understood this blessing to be the blessing of justification, being declared right in God’s sight.  And so this promise was 
“that God would justify the Gentiles by faith.” Galatians 3:8.  And so this promise was being fulfilled in their lives as God 
declared them righteous through faith!   
 
So why would these Galatian believers think that they should go back to a law-based religion when they have been declared 
right with God and children of Abraham through their faith in Christ in fulfilment of God’s great promise?  And in the same 
way, why would we? 
 
4. The Gift of Life 
But there is another gift that came to them through faith.  Galatians 3:10-14: “All who rely on observing the law are under a 
curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 
11 Clearly no-one is justified before God by the law, because, “The righteous will live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on 
faith; on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”  
 
a) The curse of the Law 
The law said, “Do and live!”  In v12 Paul quotes from Leviticus 18:5: “Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys 
them will live by them. I am the Lord.”  This is the way of the law.  It promises life to those who perfectly obey all of the 
words of the law.  Those who keep the law have the blessing of life in all its fullness, spiritual and eternal life, which is life 
lived in relationship with God!  
 
But the law also promised a curse for those who failed to keep it.  Paul quotes from Deuteronomy 27:26 when he states 
that “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Galatians 3:10  If anyone 
breaks the law, they come under the condemnation of the law, which is the terrifying consequences of spiritual and eternal 
death – separation from God forever.   
 
So there is life for those who keep the law, but death for those who don’t. But the problem is, that nobody is able to reach 
that 100% mark.  “No-one is justified before God by the law.” Galatians 3:11 because all of us have fallen short of that 
standard in our thoughts, attitudes, words and actions.  All of us have sinned. 
 
And so “All who rely on observing the law are under a curse.”  Galatians 3:10  There is a judgement hanging over everyone 
who is trying to get right with God through their own works, their good lives, their religious activity, their law-keeping.  They 
are under a curse, they are lost and heading for a lost eternity.  The law says, “Do this and live.”  But we can’t and so it 
leaves us condemned. 
 



b) The Redemption of Grace 
But there is another way.  Grace says, “Believe and live!”  Paul quotes from the prophet Habakkuk, “The righteous will live 
by faith.” Galatians 3:11  Life in all it’s fullness, spiritual life lived in fellowship with God that will last for all eternity is the 
blessing of all who put their faith in Christ.   
 
This is only possible because Christ took the curse of the law upon himself.  The law declared that “Cursed is everyone who 
is hung on a tree.” Galatians 3:13  When a criminal was executed, their body was then fixed to a stake or hung on a tree as a 
visible symbol that they had been rejected by God.   
 
When Christ was crucified, it was as if he was hanged on a tree – and so he was seen to have been rejected by God.  That is 
why the gospel of Jesus dying on a cross was such a stumbling block to the Jews.  They could not accept that Christ, the one 
anointed by God as Messiah, could die under the divine curse. 
 
But Christ was forsaken by God not because of his own sin, but because he took upon himself our sin.  He became sin for us.  
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.”  Galatians 3:13  He bought us from the slavery 
to the law and the condemnation of the law by taking upon himself the curse of the law! 
 
Maybe we could think of it like this.  We’re standing in an open field when we can see a roaring prairie fire in the distance.  
It is coming towards us too quickly for us to outrun.  And we cannot fight it ourselves.  But we could take a match and set 
fire to the grass around us.  When that fire has burnt the grass completely, if we stand in that burnt area then when the 
prairie fire comes, we’re going to be safe because the fire cannot burn where it has already been. 
 
In the same way, our only hope is to stand in that one area where the curse of the law has already been fully felt.  If we 
stand in Christ, if we trust in the one who has already borne the curse for us, then we have nothing to fear.  We cannot be 
touched by that curse again.  We are safe.  We have eternal life.   
 
Conclusion 
Paul summarises all of this in Galatians 3:14:  “He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.”  
 
If we have faith in Jesus, and in him alone, then  

 Christ has given us the gift of eternal life by buying our freedom.   

 So that we might share in the blessing of righteousness given to Abraham 

 And so that we might receive the promise of indwelling and empowering Holy Spirit! 
 
None of this depends on how good we are, how religious we are or how dedicated to law-keeping we are.  So we don’t need 
to listen to those who tell us that we have to keep their rules and regulations.  Instead we can be confident that if we have 
put our faith in Christ, and in Christ alone, then all these amazing gifts are ours.  And we can rejoice, that we are totally 
saved, that we’ll never be lost and that one day, God will bring us safely home. 

Andrew Burt 
Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship 
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