
ECF 11th May 2014 Galatians 3:26-4:7 We Are Sons of God Through the True Gospel 
Video: Who Am I? 
We all have different roles in life, but which one really defines our identity?  Is it our family role, our work, our education, 
our nationality, our hobbies, our personalities, our looks?  Or is it even our church membership, our knowledge of the Bible, 
our spiritual gifts, our ministry role?  Which one describes who we really are? 
 
This is important because it impacts how we see ourselves, it changes what we prioritise in our lives, and it determines why 
we do things.  Our sense of identity influences our purposes, motives, standards, how we value ourselves and others.   
 
The false teachers in Galatia were telling Christians to believe that their identity was wrapped up in their obedience to the 
law of Moses.  They were saying that if they followed the rules and regulations of the law then they’d be members of God’s 
kingdom, accepted and loved by him.   
 
But Paul knew that God doesn’t want us to try to become someone through our efforts.  Instead, he wants us to know that 
if we have faith in Christ then we already have the greatest identity because we are sons of God.  Read Galatians 3:26-4:7: 
“You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 He 
is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were children, we were in slavery 
under the basic principles of the world. 4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a 
son, God has made you also an heir.” 
 
1. We have a New Identity  
The churches of Galatia were mainly made up of Gentile Christians.  Before they’d come to faith in Christ they had been 
“excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the 
world.”  Ephesians 2:12.  They were God’s enemies, separated from him, with no rights to God’s presence.  They were lost 
and heading for a lost eternity! 
 
But now, Paul told them, “You are all sons of God.” Galatians 3:26  This was their new identity.  They’d been brought into 
God family, with full rights and privileges.   
 
a) Slavery from the Law  
This wasn’t something that they’d earned, achieved or worked for.  In fact this was something the law could never have 
given them.  The Jews had the wonderful privilege of being God’s people, his chosen nation.  But under the law, they never 
experienced the privilege of being fully sons of God.   
 
Paul pictures it using the status of children in his day in Roman society.  Under Roman law, the status of a little child was 
pretty low, even if he was the heir to a great estate.  In fact Paul says “As long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a 
slave.”  Galatians 4:1  One day the child would inherit everything that has been promised to him, but as a child, his 
experience would be no better than a slave.   
 
“He is subject to guardians and trustees.” Galatians 4:2   The guardians watched over him and the trustees protected his 
estate.  They ordered him about, directed his affairs and disciplined him.  He’d no freedom, no liberty.   
 
This would all continue “until the time set by his father.” Galatians 4:2.  Under Roman law the age of maturity for a child 
was set by his father.  It was only then that the boy would be acknowledged as an heir and be given the privileges of a son.   
 
“So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.” Galatians 4:3  The nation of 
Israel were heirs of the promise which God made to Abraham.  But under the law, they did not yet inherit the promise.  
They’d not yet experienced the freedom and the privilege of sonship. 
 
Instead they lived under the bondage to the law.  They were restricted by it.  It confined and controlled them, told them 
what to do and what not to do.  And when they disobeyed these rules, the law rebuked and punished them.  
 
b) Sonship from Christ  
This continued for over 1400 years, until the point “when the time had fully come.”  Galatians 4:4.  There were perhaps 



some natural reasons why this was the right time.   

 The Romans had brought a measure of peace and a road system that allowed extensive travel.  

 The Greeks had provided a common language.   

 The Jews had established synagogues around the Mediterranean countries introducing the truth of the one true God 
and the promise of the Messiah.  

 
But primarily this was the right time because it the Father’s choice!  God decided that it was time for this period of 
childhood to end.  And so he set in motion the mission of Jesus that would set us free and establish us as sons of God. 
“God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law.” Galatians 4:4  In this short phrase, Paul declares the deity, the 
humanity and the righteousness of Christ.   
 
He is God’s Son, equal with the Father: “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.” 
Hebrews 1:3  And so he was uniquely qualified to fully represent the Father to the world and reconcile the world to God. 
 
He was born of a woman and so he is fully human and able to redeem humanity: “There is one God and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5  
 
And he was born under the law.  He was born into the Jewish nation and throughout his life he lived under the 
requirements of God’s law.  Through this he showed that unlike anyone else, he perfectly fulfilled the righteousness of the 
law so he could redeem us who are unrighteous.  “Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18  
 
And the result of his death and resurrection was that he is able “to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the 
full rights of sons.”  Galatians 4:5  Jesus is able to set people free from the bondage to the law.  No longer do they need to 
live under its limitations, restrictions and condemnation.  Instead they can enter into mature sonship and inherit all of the 
rights and privileges of the sons of God!   
 
And so this is our new identity “through faith in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26  If we’ve repented of our sin, if we’ve turned 
away from living our lives our own way and put our trust in Jesus – then the amazing news is that God has forgiven us all our 
sins, he has declared us righteous in his sight and he has adopted us into his family and given us the full privileges of being 
sons of God. 
 
No wonder John writes: “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!” 1 
John 3:1  We can never become any more than this.  We will never be any less than this.  This is our present privilege and 
our eternal identity!  This is who we are!   
 
2. We have New Clothes  
Of course we often don’t feel like this.  And we sometimes don’t look like this.  But Paul says that in God’s sight we do, 
because we have new clothes.  When a Roman father declared that a child came of age, he would give his son a special 
white toga, called the toga virilis.  The boy would take off his old toga of childhood and put on the white toga which would 
show that he had entered into manhood and the full privileges of being his father’s son.   
 
Maybe this is what Paul had in mind when he says that “All of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ.” Galatians 3:27  When we were baptized, we publicly and physically declared what had happened invisibly and 
spiritually when we trusted in Jesus.  It is our faith in Jesus that unites us with Christ, but our baptism expresses this 
outwardly.   
 
a) Clothed with Christ  
And Paul says that all who have been united with Christ have been clothed with Christ.  It is as if we have taken off those old 
clothes, dirty and tattered from our old life of sin, and instead we have put on the new, white, pure robes of Christ.   
 
So when God looks at us, he does not see us as sinners, contaminated by sin and weighed down by failure.  Instead in God’s 
sight we stand accepted as his sons, dressed in Christ’s righteousness.  So we can say with Isaiah:  “I delight greatly in the 
Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of 
righteousness.” Isaiah 61:10   
 
3. We have a New Community  
And this new identity and new status brings us into a new community of true equals.   
 



a) United in Christ  
If we are in Christ, then we are all sons of God and “You are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28  This means that in this 
community human distinctions mean nothing.   
 

i) No Distinction of Race  
There is no distinction of race.  “There is neither Jew nor Greek.” Galatians 3:28.  It doesn’t matter where we come from, 
our ethnic or religious background.  We are all equal – equal in our need for salvation, equal in our inability to achieve it 
ourselves and equal in the fact that God offers it to us freely in Christ!  “There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace.” Romans 3:22-24 
 

ii) No Distinction of Class 
There is no distinction of class.  “There is neither… slave nor free.” Galatians 3:28 
Even in the best  human society, the family we’re born into, the area where we live, the education we receive divides and 
gives some people privileges over another.   
 
But in Christ, none of this matters.  “God does not show favouritism.” Romans 2:11  It doesn’t matter what our job title is, 
what our qualifications are, what our bank balance says.  If we are in Christ this morning, then we are all sons of God, and 
we all have equal status and privileges.   

iii) No Distinction of Sex 
There is also no distinction of sex.  “There is neither… male nor female.” Galatians 3:28  In the ancient world, even in 
Judaism, women were usually seen as inferior and exploited and ill-treated.  But Paul says that in Christ men and women 
are truly equal.   
 
This doesn’t mean that our differences are obliterated.  We are still men and women, and in marriage and in the church we 
can have different roles.  But it means that we are all equally sons of God, with the same status, the same rights and 
privileges!  Each of us are declared to be “Abraham’s seed.” Galatians 3:29 and equal members of the community of faith.    
 
Our church communities should reflect this.  We should “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you.” Romans 
15:7  In our church we should reject all ideas of superiority, hierarchy, prejudice  or inequality.  But even if the local church 
fails in this area, we can rejoice that God has accepted us.  No matter who we are, where we are from, or what we have 
done in our lives, we are accepted as sons of God!   
 
4. We have a New Confidence  
This new identity as sons of God, clothed in Christ and members of his new community is life-changing.  It is so important 
that God doesn’t want us to miss it.  He doesn’t want to leave us guessing, hoping that we’re accepted.  And so in addition 
to the promises of his Word, God has also given us the gift of his Spirit.  
 
a) The Spirit of Christ  
“Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts.”  Galatians 4:6  The Holy Spirit is the spirit of Christ.  
The same Holy Spirit who came to indwell Christ throughout his ministry, has now come to live in all those who have trusted 
in Christ.  He seals us for the day of Christ.  He brings to us the presence of Christ.  He teaches us the truth of Christ.  He fills 
us with the power of Christ.  And he forms in us the character of Christ.   
 
b) The Spirit of Assurance 
But Paul also says that he gives us the assurance that we are in Christ.  He is “The Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
Galatians 4:6   
 
In the Old testament, there are many amazing names and titles of God.  These names reveal truths about God’s character, 
majesty, strength and love!  He is Elohim which means God, reminding us of his power and might; Adonai, the Lord; 
Yahweh, he is “I Am who I am”; El-Shaddai, “God Almighty”; El-Elyon “the most high God”; Yahweh-Rapha “The Lord our 
healer”; Yahweh-Rohi “The Lord my Shepherd”  Yahweh-Tsidkenu “The Lord our righteousness”.   
 
But the nation of Israel wouldn’t have normally called God, Abba.  It would have sounded too familiar, too personal.  It is an 
Aramaic word which means Father, or maybe more accurately Dad or Daddy.  It is a homely word.  It speaks of family, 
intimacy, a close loving relationship.  It is the word that Jesus himself used in intimate prayer to God when he was in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 
 
But the Holy Spirit speaks into our hearts, into the depths of our being and assures us that we can call out to God in this 
way.  He puts the words of sonship on our lips.  



 
He assures us that we are sons of God - that we truly do belong to God.    
 
He encourages us that we don’t need to stand on ceremony at a distance from God.   He removes our fear and terror in 
God’s holy presence.  Instead he leads us right into the throne room of heaven.  He gives us the confidence to call God our 
Father and assures us that our Father hears our cries, cares about our needs and will answer according to his perfect will – 
because we are sons of God.   
 
This is the assurance of our sonship.  It is not through some spectacular gift or sign, but by the quiet inward witness of the 
Spirit.  “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.” Romans 8:16  The Spirit convinces us that we 
truly are sons of God, that we belong to him and have full access to him.   
 
This too is God’s work of grace.  God sent his Son into the world so that we might have the status of sonship.  And God sent 
his Spirit into our hearts so that we can have the experience of sonship!   
 
5. We have a New Certainty  
But even although our experience of sonship is so wonderful now – in this time, it is  only a taste of what is to come.  The 
presence of the Holy Spirit is “a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance.” Ephesians 1:14  He is the first instalment of God’s 
presence and the assurance that there is much more to come.   
 
As we look to the future, there are lots of things we don’t know.  There are many things that are hidden from us.  But we 
can be certain that our future is glorious.  That’s because, “Since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.”  Galatians 
4:7   
 
a) Joint Heirs with Christ  
When God declared us to be sons, he also declared that we will share in Christ’s inheritance.  We are “heirs of God and co-
heirs with Christ.” Romans 8:17  When Christ returns again we will share in his glory and his glory will be fully revealed in us.   
 
Just now we might not look much like sons of God.  “But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is.” 1 John 3:2  
 
Conclusion 
So the Galatian Christians didn’t need to follow the law to become members of God’s kingdom.  They didn’t need to work to 
be accepted by God.  They were in Christ, and so they were sons of God, clothed in Christ, united in Christ, indwelt by the 
Spirit of Christ and joint heirs with Christ.   
 
And if we have put our faith in Christ – then this is also who we are.  This is our true identity.  We don’t need to do anything 
to produce this.  We don’t need to do anything to keep it. All we’re called to do is to live it. 
 
We can celebrate our new identity; experience our new intimacy with God; serve as part of the new community of the 
family of God; keep our eyes fixed on our hope in God; and  every day live in the freedom, joy and security of knowing that 
we are sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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