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There are lots of different incidents recorded in the Bible where water plays a central part.  This morning I just want to look at a few of 
them, and see if they can help us to understand a little more about what Edel’s baptism is all about.  I’ll need some helpers as well to 
hold up my pictures, so I hope we’ll be able to get some volunteers. 
 
1. The Flood - God’s Judgement 
In the first book of the Bible we can read about Noah.  He was told by God to build a huge boat that could contain lots of different 
animals.  Can anyone tell me why he was told to do this?   
 
Yes, it was because there was a flood coming – a flood that would destroy the whole world.  God said to Noah: “I am going to put an end 
to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth." Genesis 6:13  
God sent that flood because of the evil lives of people.  It was God’s judgement on the sin of mankind. 
 
And so the flood is serious reminder of God’s judgement on sin.  And that is a really important thing for us to remember because 
whether we think of ourselves as the best person in the world, or close to the worst, we’ve all sinned against God.  The Bible says that 
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23  
 
And so all of us stand guilty before God’s righteous judgement and all of us deserve to be separated from God forever.   
 
We often don’t like to think about this, but if we are going to be know God in our life, then the first stage is to admit that we are a 
sinner, and that we deserve God’s judgment.   
 
In being baptised, Edel is declaring that she accepts that she is a sinner – and that she deserved to be judged guilty by God.   
 
2. The Red Sea - God’s Rescue Plan 
Of course that’s not all that Edel is declaring this afternoon.  Water also reminds of God’s rescue plan.   
 
Does anyone remember this event from the second book of the Bible?  It is Moses leading the people of Israel through the Red Sea.  
Through 10 devastating plagues, God had rescued his people from Pharaoh’s cruel rule and from harsh slavery in Egypt.  But Pharaoh 
changed his mind and with 600 of his chariots chased down the people of Israel.  
 
When he caught up with them, he thought he had them cornered on the banks of the Red Sea.  But Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea and the Lord divided the sea in two, creating a dry road for the people to walk through.  When Pharaoh and his armies tried to 
follow, the sea suddenly started flowing again, drowning them all.  God rescued his people by bringing them through the Red Sea.   And 
so the Red Sea is a reminder of God’s rescue plan.   
 
And so Edel’s baptism is her declaration that she has believed in God’s rescue plan for her.  “For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save what was lost.” Luke 19:10  
 
Edel has not only admitted that she was a sinner, deserving of God’s judgement.  She has also believed that Jesus came to save her – 
that he came to die in her place, taking upon himself the punishment that she deserved.  We are rejoicing this morning that Edel has 
been rescued by God, that she is saved because of her faith in Jesus. 
 
3. The Jordan – A New Life 
And because of her faith in Jesus she has been brought into a brand new life.  After 40 years wandering in the desert the people of Israel 
stood on the banks of the River Jordan.  The river was in flood and so looked like an insurmountable barrier to them entering into the 
land of Canaan, their new homeland that God had promised to them hundreds of years earlier.   
 
But under the leadership of Joshua, the people stepped forward in faith and God opened up the River Jordan allowing them to walk on 
through into their new land.  This was the start of their brand new life as God’s people living in God’s land.   
 
And Edel’s baptism is her declaration that she too has entered into a brand new life.  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “If anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17   This new life started the moment she trusted in 
Jesus and asked him into her life to be the forgiver of her sins and the leader of her life. 
 
And her baptism in a few minutes with declare this: 

 She will go down into the water, declaring that Jesus died for her sins and through her faith in Jesus, she has been united with Jesus 
in his death.   

 She will go down into the water to show that her old life under the condemnation of sin is dead and buried – it is gone forever.   

 And she will come up out of the water as a declaration that she has entered a brand new life of following Jesus with a commitment 
to live out this new life for Jesus.   

 
4. Water to Wine – A New Relationship 
But when we come into the gospels, some of the incidents with water show the kind of new life that Edel has entered into .   
 



Jesus first miracle took place at a wedding in a place called Cana.  This wedding was of course a celebration of a new relationship 
between the bride and bridegroom.  But when the party was in full swing when they ran out of wine.  Many of you will remember what 
happened next. 
 
Jesus told the servants to fill six stone water jars with water.  They didn’t know what was going to happen, but they filled the jars to the 
brim.   Then Jesus told them to draw out some of the water and take it to the master of the banquet.  The servants were puzzled, but 
they did it anyway.  But when the master of the banquet tasted it, he was amazed because it was the best wine of the whole wedding 
party.   
 
Jesus had changed the water into wine, so that a wedding party wouldn’t be wasted.  So that this new marriage relationship could be 
properly celebrated.  
 
And today we’re also celebrating a new relationship – Edel’s relationship with Jesus.  Through her faith in him, she is now a child of God 
and part of the bride of Christ, the church, loved by Jesus and forever joined to him.  This is what eternal life is all about: “Now this is 
eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” John 17:3 
 
5. Sychar’s Well  - A New Gift 
But through her faith in Jesus, Edel has also received the life-giving Holy Spirit.  In the days before water pipes and taps (and water 
meters of course) people used to have to go to the village well to get their water.  One day, a Samaritan woman was going to the well 
outside of her village called Sychar.  She was going in the hottest part of the day, probably to avoid the rest of the woman in the town!   
 
She was surprised to find that a Jewish man was sitting on the well, because Jews and Samaritans did not get on in those days.  She was 
even more surprised when this man spoke to her and asked for a drink of water.  But when she questioned why he spoke to her, he said: 
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living 
water.” John 4:10  The man was of course Jesus, and he was speaking about the eternal life that comes through the work of the Holy 
Spirit.   
 
Although she didn’t understand it at first, that day, this woman began to experience what this meant as she trusted in Jesus and began 
to experience the joy of living out this new life.  And today, we’re celebrating that Edel has received this wonderful gift in her life.  Jesus 
said: “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will 
flow from within him.” John 7:37–38   
 
When anyone trusts in Jesus, he is the brings us into eternal life, who washes us clean, who sets us apart for God, who comes to live 
within us, who starts the work of transforming us and fills our hearts with God’s love, God’s joy and God’s peace.   
 
6. Storm on Galilee - A New Power  
And the Holy Spirit brings with him new power to live this new life.  Once the disciples were in the middle of a storm in the Lake of 
Galilee.  Even although many of them were used to working on the sea, they were terrified because they knew that their boat was in 
great danger of sinking.   
 
But Jesus came to them, walking on the water.  He demonstrated that even in the toughest of storms and darkest of nights, that he is 
still watching over us and can come to rescue us. 
 
But Peter, who was always jumping into situations, asked Jesus:  “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water.”" Matthew 14:28  
Jesus told him to come, and in amazing faith, Peter stepped out of the boat and started to walk on the water. 
 
After just a few steps, Peter took his eyes off the Lord and realised how dangerous his situation was.  As he did this, he began to sink and 
called to for Jesus to save him.  Jesus reached out his hand and saved him again!  But that day, Peter did the impossible  Because of his 
faith in Jesus, Peter walked on water!  He experienced the power of God through faith in Jesus.   
 
And the new life that Edel has entered into is also marked with new power.  Jesus promised: “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you…” Acts 1:8  Of course, don’t expect her to walk on the water in the pool – but she has God’s power in her life to live 
a brand new life.  Through God’s power, she is increasingly able to live a different kind of life – a new life of serving God and serving 
others. 
 
7. A Bowl of Water – A New Purpose 
Just before Jesus went to the cross, he had a final meal with his disciples.  It was usual for people to have a servant to wash their feet 
before they ate, or if there was no servant, water would be provided for people to do it themselves.  
 
But that night, Jesus took a basin of water, wrapped a towel around his waist and went from one disciple to another and washed their 
feet with water and dried them with a towel.  They were all shocked.  This was a lowly job, for the least of them, not the greatest. 
 
But Jesus said, “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.” John 13:14  By this 
amazing example, Jesus showed that this new life of following Jesus should be marked by service – serving God and serving others. 
 



And this is the new life that Edel has entered into.  As she is baptized, she is declaring that she has been brought into the Body of Christ, 
with specific gifts and abilities, and a call on her life to serve God with everything she is and everything she has.   
 
Conclusion 
So each of these watery events from the Bible helps us to understand what Edel is declaring this afternoon. 

 She was a sinner – and that she deserved to be judged guilty by God.   

 But she has trusted in Jesus, God’s rescue plan. 
And so she has entered into a brand new life, a life characterised by. 

 A new relationship with Christ. 

 A new experience of the Holy Spirit. 

 A new power to live for God. 

 A new purpose in serving God and serving others. 
 

But the amazing thing is, that this new life is open to all of us.  All we need to do, is do what Edel did to enter into that new life – simply 
trusting in Jesus, asking him to come in and forgive us our sins and lead our lives.  I pray that each of us will know the joy of that new life 
through faith in Jesus.  
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