
ECF 3rd August 2014 Galatians 6:11-18 The Characteristics of the True Gospel 
Sometimes fakes are easy to spot.  Probably we wouldn’t buy a Nokla phone or Suny Ericssom, buy an Anmani suit, or 
Abidas sports gear?  Would you buy a Panasaonic speaker, or enjoy a Sunbucks coffee, or a Bucksstar coffee?  Would you 
have it your way at King Burger or have some finger licking chicken at OFC?  
 
I don’t think we’d be fooled by these Chinese counterfeits.  But other counterfeit products are more sophisticated and so 
more and more people are being fooled by them – whether they are fake clothes, jewellery, medicines, technology, cars, 
computer software – even ID’s and university degrees.  The United States recently estimated that the counterfeiting 
business has grown more than 10,000 percent in the past 20 years and costs American businesses about $250 billion a year 
in lost revenue.   
 
But counterfeiting is not a new problem.  As we’ve seen over the past few months, in his letter to the Galatians, the apostle 
Paul warned about this.  Of course Paul didn’t write about fake products but about something even more serious - a fake 
religion, a false gospel that wasn’t really good news at all.   
 
As he finishes up his letter, Paul gives one final warning against getting fooled by this false gospel by comparing it with the 
characteristics of the true gospel.  Galatians 6:11-18: “See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand! 
 12 Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they 
do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Not even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they 
want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your flesh. 14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
means anything; what counts is a new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of God. 
17 Finally, let no-one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.” 
 
1. The Importance of the True Gospel 
Most of Paul’s letters in the Bible were dictated to someone who would write it down for him.  But at the end of his letters, 
Paul usually added his own personal postscript in his own handwriting.  It was like his signature at the end to prove it was 
from him.  This is the section that we’ve just read.   
 
But the strange thing here is that Paul says: “See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!” Galatians 6:11  
Some people have suggested that Paul used these large letters because he had a problem with his eyes.  You might 
remember that when he visited Galatia, he was ill, but the Galatians were so committed to him that he says “If you could 
have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me.” Galatians 4:15.  So it’s possible that Paul had a 
serious eye problem. 
 
But most people think that Paul used these large letters as a way to emphasize what he was about to write to them – in a 
similar kind of way that some people write parts of a letter, e-mail or text in block capitals!  He was saying, “MAKE SURE 
YOU DON’T MISS THIS!” 
 
That’s because it is so important that we’re not fooled by a false gospel.  It is absolutely crucial that we believe and live out 
the true gospel!  And so Paul spells out to us what true Christianity looks like! 
 
2. A New Creation 
First of all, true Christianity is about a new creation.   
 
a) Not Focussing on an External Ritual 
The false teachers were “trying to compel you to be circumcised.” Galatians 6:12.  They were saying that faith in Jesus was 
not enough to become right with God.  You also needed to be circumcised.  Their motto was: “Unless you are circumcised, 
according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” Acts 15:1   
 
But Paul wrote “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything.” Galatians 6:15.  That ritual can’t save anyone.  It 
was an external sign for the people of Israel in the Old covenant.  So to pull it out of God’s old covenant with Israel and 
impose it on the Gentile believers was not only unnecessary, it was also wrong and took away from their faith in Christ.  
Earlier Paul wrote “If you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all.” Galatians 5:2   
 
This doesn’t just apply to circumcision.  It applies to any external religious ritual  – whether it is baptism, church attendance, 
special days, a certain lifestyle or experience.  These cannot save us and if we are trusting in them, then we’ve walked away 
from trusting in Christ, we’ve been alienated from Christ and we’ve rejected his grace.  



b) But Focussing on an Internal Transformation 
So Paul says: “What counts is a new creation.”   Galatians 6:15.  It isn’t a religious ritual or an external change that brings us 
into God’s family.  It is the internal transformation that happens when we put our faith in Christ. 
 
When the good-living, highly-religious Nicodemus visited Jesus one night, he was shocked when Jesus said to him: “No-one 
can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” John 3:3  Jesus went on to explain that he wasn’t talking about 
something physical here.  Instead he was saying that in order for us to be saved and brought into God’s kingdom, we need a 
new start, with a new standing before him, a new nature and a new heart. 
 
And this spiritual rebirth doesn’t come through circumcision, baptism or any other religious rite.  It is comes through the 
supernatural work of God’s Spirit when we personally put our trust in Jesus.  That night, Jesus went on to say, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." John 
3:16 
 
The true gospel is not about external rituals or religious ceremonies.  It is about an internal, spiritual transformation that 
happens when we personally put our faith in Christ Jesus.  That is what matters. This is what brings us into relationship with 
God!  
 
3. A New Confidence  
And if we’ve experienced this new creation then it brings us into a new confidence before God. 
 
a) Not Confidence in Ourselves 
The false teachers in Galatia wanted them to be circumcised so “that they may boast about your flesh.”  Galatians 6:13.  
They believed that this ritual that they’d performed would begin to make their followers right with God.   
 
But in order to be fully right with God, they also needed to keep the rest of the law of Moses.  They said things like: “The 
Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law of Moses.” Acts 15:5   
 
Yes, Jesus died for our sins, they said.  But in order to be forgiven by God, in order to be accepted by him and to be 
righteous in his sight, you also need to follow the rules, regulations and rituals that God gave to Moses.  They believed 
salvation was something you had to work for, strive for and achieve through effort and obedience.   
 
The big problem was that this is impossible.  Paul stated “Not even those who are circumcised obey the law.” Galatians 6:13  
As we’ve seen throughout this letter, it is impossible for anyone to fully obey the law because the standard is too high for us 
to achieve.  The law demands 100% perfection, total holiness.  But our sinful natures and selfish hearts mean that each and 
every one of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.   
 
And so “by observing the law no-one will be justified.” Galatians 2:16  If salvation depended on obedience to the law, then 
none of us could be saved.  The law can’t save us.  It can only show up our sinfulness and our need of a Saviour! 
 
b) But Confidence in Christ  
That’s why Paul refused to put confidence in himself.  He had more reason than most to be tempted to do this. He told the 
Philippian church: “If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more” Philippians 3:4 
 

 If religious ritual made us right with God, then Paul was: “circumcised on the eighth day.” Philippians 3:5 

 If religious heritage made us right with God, then Paul was “of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of Hebrews” Philippians 3:5 

 If sincerity and passion for our religion made us right with God then Paul said “as for zeal, persecuting the church.” 
Philippians 3:6 

 If keeping religious rules made us right with God then Paul was : in regard to the law, a Pharisee… as for legalistic 
righteousness, faultless.” Philippians 3:5-6 

 
But Paul rejected all of this.  On the road to Damascus, he turned his back on it, counting it all as nothing.  That’s because he 
recognised that none of this made him right with God.   
 
Instead Paul put his confidence before God in Christ and in Christ alone: “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Galatians 6:14   He was confident that Jesus had paid the price in full for his forgiveness and so the only 
reason why Paul was sure that he was accepted by God was because he’d put his faith in Jesus’ death on the cross to pay for 
his sins.   



This is the true gospel.  It is not about trusting in what we have done or are trying to do.  It is trusting in what Christ has 
done on the cross when he died for our sins.  It is rejoicing that we are accepted by God, because we have accepted Christ 
as our Saviour and Lord!   
    
4. A New Call  
And when we do this, accept a new call to a different kind of life. 
   
a) Not Performing for Others 
The false teachers in Galatia taught what they did because they were focused on what other people thought of them.   They 
were “Those who want to make a good impression outwardly…”  Galatians 6:12  They wanted other people to admire them 
and their message.   
 
That was because they wanted an easier, more comfortable life.  “The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted 
for the cross of Christ.”  Galatians 6:12  They knew that a message that focused on circumcision and obedience to the law of 
Moses would be more acceptable to the leaders of Judaism in Jerusalem and so they’d be less likely to be attacked or 
imprisoned by them. 
 
And the same is true today.  A religion focused on external rituals and obedience to rules is much more acceptable than the 
true gospel of an internal transformation through trusting in the cross of Christ.   
 
That’s because the cross offends people.  It says that “Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18  The cross says that we’re sinners and deserve punishment.  It says that we can’t save 
ourselves no matter how much we try.  It says that if we are going to be right with God we need to accept that, by dying in 
our place, Jesus did for us what we could not do for ourselves.   
 
And so the cross calls us to humble ourselves – admit our sinfulness, acknowledge our powerlessness and accept God’s 
salvation as a gift – a gift that is so precious, so amazing, so priceless, that we could never pay for it, earn it or be worthy of 
it.   There is no place for pride at the foot of the cross.   
 
That’s why many people reject it and look for a religion without the cross.  Others try to dilute the challenge of the cross by 
saying that it is simply an example for us to follow or that “God has done his part, now we need to do ours!” As a result they 
criticise and condemn those who teach the necessity of the cross, the power of the cross and the sufficiency of the cross!   
 
b) But Following Christ 
But Paul wasn’t going to be silenced by popular opinion.  He wasn’t going to conform to the world’s ideas.  He wrote that 
since trusting in Jesus: “the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” Galatians 6:14 
 
When he trusted in Christ, he died to this world of unbelief and this world died to him.  He turned his back on it, and left it 
for dead.  And so instead of pandering to the opinions of others, he was committed to following Christ. 
 
That is what the true gospel is.  It is a radical call to turn our back on this world and its system of beliefs, ideas, standards 
and morals.  And instead, it is a call to follow Jesus, to believe his words, accept his teaching, stand on his promises, live by 
his standards and walk in his way – no matter what anyone else says about it.   
 

i) The way of suffering 
This will cost us.  Paul says “let no-one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.” Galatians 6:17.   
 
Some people claim that these marks were like Christ’s nail-scars in his hands and feet.  But only Jesus died for our sins.  
Christ’s sacrifice was a payment that will never be repeated.  
 
Instead, what Paul is talking about here are the scars left from the persecution he suffered because he preached the gospel 
of the cross of Christ. “Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, 
once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked.” 2 Corinthians 11:24–25  Nobody could question Paul’s commitment to 
Christ, because he bore the scars to prove it.   
 
The false teachers preached a compromise message because they didn’t want to experience opposition.  But Paul was 
willing to preach the true gospel, even when it was costly.  And following Christ in this world still costs us today in many 
different ways.  
 



ii) The Way of Salvation 
But it’s worth it.  Following Christ is not only the way of suffering.  It is also the way of salvation.  Paul wrote: “Peace and 
mercy to all who follow this rule.”  Galatians 6:16   
 
If we trust in the cross of Christ, then we can know peace with God because no longer are we enemies of God, separated 
from him and heading to a lost eternity.  We’ll receive the mercy of God and not the punishment that our sins deserve 
because on the cross, Jesus took our place.  “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5  
 
This is the gift of God’s grace.  Paul began his letter with his usual greeting of grace: “Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Galatians 1:3 and here he finishes his letter with similar words: “The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.” Galatians 6:18  
 
This is what the true gospel is all about.  It is about God’s grace – his wonderful, amazing, radical, outrageous free gift of 
salvation – of forgiveness, righteousness, adoption, redemption, transformation and glorification.  The Christian life, is the 
way of God’s grace!  And God’s grace is all that we need and all that we long for.  
 
5. A New Community 
And if we accept it, then we will be brought into a new community of God’s people.  Through Jesus, Paul and his readers 
had become “brothers” Galatians 6:18.   
 
The false teachers rejected this.  They claimed that some people there were not included in God’s community because they 
didn’t match the required standard, they hadn’t followed the right rituals, they did obey their religious practices.   
 
But God’s people are not those who follow certain rules or rituals. God’s people are those who have experienced the new 
creation through faith in Christ, whose only confidence is in the cross of Christ and who have turned their back on this world 
and its values and standards and have chosen to follow Christ, through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Conclusion 
This is the true gospel.  But the question we need to ask ourselves is – have we accepted it or have we been following a false 
gospel? 

 Have we accepted Jesus as our Saviour and experienced this new creation?   

 Have we decided to trust in Christ’s death on the cross alone for our right standing before God?   

 Have we answered his call to follow Jesus and walk by the Spirit?  
 
If we have, then we can be confident that we are God’s people.  We don’t need anything else.  We can be sure that Jesus is 
enough – that we have truly been saved by grace alone, through faith alone and by Christ alone!   
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