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As you know, this week the leaving cert results came out.  Thousands of students nervously went into school to find out 
how they had done.  Some were thrilled.  Others not so much!   
 
For some of us the memory of these exams are still vivid.  For others of us, perhaps a more fading memory.  But I’m sure for 
all of us whose school days are behind us – we’re glad that we don’t need to go through the whole exam experience again! 
 
But in reality, tests don’t end when we leave school.  There are tests throughout our lives, and these are much more 
important than those in school.  How we respond in these tests can determine whether we’ll experience all that God has 
planned for us or not.  Have a look at this: Video: Tested 
 
In his early life in Egypt, Joseph experienced a number of difficult tests.  He didn’t know it at the time, but how he 
responded to them, the choices he made, the things he said and did, made a huge difference in determining the outcome of 
his life.  His faithfulness would not only honour his God, but would also prepare him for the challenges ahead.  Read: 
Genesis 39:1-4a: “Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the 
captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 
2 The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that 
the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favour in his eyes and 
became his attendant.” 
 
1. The Test of Service 
Joseph had gone from hero to zero in such a short time.  He’d been the favourite son of a large and wealthy family.  He’d 
even worn an ornament robe to set him apart from his brothers.  And he’d hopes and dreams of a great and glorious future.   
 
But now his whole life had fallen apart.  His brothers hated him.  His dad thought he was dead.  The merchants looked on 
him as a chance for a quick profit.  And Potiphar, bought him as a slave, who’d do whatever he told him, or else! 
 
Everything had been taken from him - his family, his position, his freedom, his comfort, his future.  Joseph must’ve been 
tempted to give up; to give in to feelings of bitterness, resentment and anger; to try to get back at Potiphar and the rest of 
the world that had wronged him so much. 
 
And yet, Joseph didn’t.  The one who’d been given a special robe to show that he didn’t have to work, was faithful in his 
work.  Each day, Joseph showed up with a willing attitude and an eagerness to do his best.  So much so, that Potiphar 
noticed that there was something special about Joseph.  Joseph worked with such diligence, commitment and integrity that 
“Joseph found favour in his eyes.” Genesis 39:4. 
 
a) Be Faithful in Small Things 
It is relatively easy to be passionate and enthusiastic when we’re doing what we want and love; when we’re doing 
something significant and exciting; when we enjoy it and are instantly appreciated and rewarded.  But how do we cope 
when God asks us to do something in the background that nobody else sees, something mundane and ordinary, something 
that we’d never choose ourselves, something difficult and unpleasant?   
 
There’s a story about an 11th-century German king, King Henry III who grew tired of court life and the pressures of being 
king.  So he applied to a monastery to live for God there.  The leader of the monastery, Prior Richard, asked him, “Your 
Majesty, do you understand that the pledge here is one of obedience? That will be hard because you have been a king.” 
 
 “I understand.” Henry replied, “The rest of my life I will be obedient to you, as Christ leads you.” 
 
“Then I’ll tell you what to do,” said Prior Richard. “Go back to your throne and serve faithfully in the place where God has 
placed you.” 
 
I think we often can be tempted to think like this guy.  We think that to serve God we need to go somewhere else, do 
something exciting.  But often, what God wants is simply faithfulness where he’s placed us – in our families, our 
neighbourhoods, our workplaces, schools or colleges.  Paul wrote “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving.” Colossians 3:23–24   
 
Wherever we are, and whatever job we’re doing, God wants us to do it for Christ.  Nobody else might see what we do.  
Nobody else might care.  It may seem insignificant and unimportant.  But if we do it with our whole hearts, for the Lord, 



then he will accept it, appreciate it, be honoured by it, and one day he will reward it.   
God is pleased when we serve faithfully! 
 
b) God Uses Small Things 
And although we might not always see the material success that Joseph did, we can be sure that God will work through our 
faithful service. 
 
Through this time, God was preparing Joseph.  This was a crucial training ground for him.  He needed to learn how to serve 
before he could learn how to lead!   
 
God was also impacting Potiphar because he didn’t only notice the result of Joseph’s good work, he also understood the 
reason for it.  “His master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything he did.”  Genesis 
39:3   
 
Potiphar’s name means one “devoted to the sun”.  He was part of a culture that worshipped many different gods and 
goddess, including a number of sun gods.  But Potiphar understood that Joseph had a relationship with the Lord and it was 
the Lord who was blessing him.  Because Joseph was faithful in the test of service, he demonstrated the power of God to a 
pagan soldier. 
 
During these 2 weeks we’re running a number of events to share the gospel with our community.  But this isn’t the only way 
we share the message of Jesus. Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 
 
Although we might not always realise it, we’re living in our mission-field.  God’s goal is that through us, through our attitude 
and actions, our faithfulness, honesty and integrity, people around us will understand God’s love and grace and be drawn to 
the salvation that we’re celebrating today.   
 
God doesn’t need us to do big things for him.  He just asks us to be faithful and let him work through us, whatever he calls 
us to do.   
 
2. The Test of Success 
Joseph passed the test of service.  But then he faced another test.  Genesis 39:4b-6: “Potiphar put him in charge of his 
household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.  From the time he put him in charge of his household and of 
all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on 
everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 6 So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in 
charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.” 
 
Joseph was so faithful that Potiphar made him his personal servant and made him overseer of his whole house.  This must 
have been an amazing time for Joseph.  Things were finally looking up.   
 
But success brings its challenges too.  It’s not just the difficult times that test us.   Proverbs 30:8–9 says “Give me neither 
poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the 
Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonour the name of my God.”  Yes, times of struggle and need are tough 
tests in our lives.  But so is prosperity and blessing.  We need to be careful when things start to look up.  As I used to hear 
when I was growing up: “It takes a steady hand to carry a full cup!” 
 
Success brings with it a strong test.  So “If you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!" 1 Corinthians 
10:12  
 
a) Faithful in Good Times  
But amazingly, success didn’t go to Joseph’s head.  He served with the same faithfulness and commitment at the top, as he 
had at the bottom. 
 
And so “the Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.” Genesis 39:5  Joseph continued to faithfully 
serve the Lord and he continued to be blessed by the Lord.  Joseph’s integrity was so unquestionable that Potiphar stopped 
checking up on him.  He completely trusted him with everything he had. 
 
Circumstances don’t need to change our lives.  God’s calls to us is that “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ.” Philippians 1:27  God wants us to be consistent and faithful to him in bad times and in good.   



3. The Test of Seduction 
Joseph was doing really well.  He’d been promoted.  He was trusted.  But doing the right thing doesn’t mean that everything 
will go smoothly.  Joseph’s success drew some unwanted attention. Genesis 39:6b-7: “Now Joseph was well-built and 
handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 
 
What would Joseph do?  I’m sure he was tempted.  He was a teenager.  He was a slave.  He was far from home.  Here’s the 
boss’s wife asking him to sleep with her.  What harm could it do?  And if he didn’t, she could make it really difficult for him. 
 
a) Faithful in Private Things  
But look at Joseph’s response. Genesis 39:8: “But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not 
concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9 No-one is greater in this 
house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a 
wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or 
even to be with her.” 
 
Joseph refused to rationalise away this sin.  He refused to compromise on his principles.  Potiphar had trusted him with 
everything.  He’d recognised Joseph’s hard work and integrity and rewarded it with respect and responsibility.  How could 
Joseph betray this man by sleeping with his wife? 
 
But Joseph saw more than a test of his commitment to Potiphar.  He also saw a test of his commitment to God.  “How then 
could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”  Genesis 39:9  Joseph knew that what Potiphar’s wife was demanding 
was wrong in God’s eyes.  And Joseph, first and foremost, lived for God. 
 
And so “he refused to go to bed with her.”  Genesis 39:10  He didn’t say that he’d think about it.  He didn’t leave the 
possibility open for another time.  He point blank refused.  And he continued to refuse when she persisted in seducing him.  
He was faithful in this private matter as he had been in his public service. 
 
i) Overcoming Temptation  
The temptations that we struggle with might be different.  They come to us in different ways.  But we too need to have that 
same clarity in recognising what sin is - a wilful rejection of God and his ways, and that even if it is fun for a while, it always 
leads to disaster: “The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23   
 
And we need a clear resolution in our lives to resist temptation and refuse to give into sin in our lives – even when no-one 
else is looking. 
 
But the great thing is that we’re not on our own in this.  Hebrews ays about Jesus: “For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was 
without sin. 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:15–16  Jesus endured and overcame the strongest of temptations and so we can go 
to him, knowing that he understands and sympathizes with our struggles and can help us to overcome!   
 
ii) Fleeing From Temptation  
Sometimes this means that we’ll need to stand strong in the face of incredible  pressure.  But sometimes it means we need 
to get out of the situation where we’re tempted.  Joseph didn’t only refuse to go to bed with her.  He also “refused… even 
to be with her.”  Genesis 39:10.  As far as he could, he avoided her.  He realised his vulnerability and he got as far from the 
temptation as possible.   
 
Paul tells Timothy to “Flee the evil desires of youth….” 2 Timothy 2:22  and Jesus told us to pray: “And lead us not into 
temptation.” Matthew 6:13  Faithfulness is not always simply shown by resisting tempting situations, but by staying away 
from those tempting situations! 
 
4. The Test of Suffering 
Joseph stayed as far from Potiphar’s wife as he could.  But one day, she trapped him. Genesis 39:11-15: “One day he went 
into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and 
said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 
13 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, 14 she called her household servants. 
“Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I 
screamed. 15 When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 
 



In her anger at being refused, Potiphar’s wife accused him of attacking her.  When Potiphar returned home, he was told the 
story and shown the cloak as evidence.  Genesis 39:19-20:  “When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This 
is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger. 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where 
the king’s prisoners were confined.” 
 
Joseph had done nothing wrong.  He’d been passed the test of service, success and seduction.  But now he faced the test of 
suffering – suffering unjustly for doing the right thing. 
 
Doing the right thing, doesn’t mean everything will turn out great.  Suffering is a test that each of us will face in some way.   
 
a) Faithful in Tough Times  
But amazingly, Joseph responded to this test the same way he’d always done – not with anger, bitterness or resentment, 
but again with faithful service.  “The warder put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made 
responsible for all that was done there.” Genesis 39:22 
 
And God calls us to do the same in our times of suffering.  Whatever happens.  However our life turns out, he calls us to 
faithfully serve him: “If you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  To this you were 
called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” 1 Peter 2:20–21  
 
5. The Faithfulness of God  
Joseph faithfully overcame the test of service, of success, of seduction and of suffering.  And as we’ll see, this faithfulness 
not only honoured God, but prepared him and enabled him to experience all that God had planned for him.  But how did he 
manage to stay faithful through it all? 
 
Well the key was the faithfulness of God.  Four times this passage states that “The Lord was with Joseph.” Genesis 39:2, 3, 
21, 23  Joseph’s faithfulness in these situations was in response to and dependent on God’s faithfulness to him!  
 
This is the same for us.  1 Corinthians 10:13 states: “And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  God is faithful to his 
people, faithful to his promises, faithful in his power and in his presence.  And so we can faithfully stand in the tests of life 
because our Lord stands with us.   
 
And even when we at times fail these tests, when at times we struggle or stumble and fall, as we all do, we can get back up 
again because no matter what, our God is faithful.  “If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown 
himself.” 2 Timothy 2:13  
 
Conclusion 
If we want to experience God’s amazing plan for our lives, we need to be faithful – in the small things as well as the big, in 
the good times and in bad, in private as well as in public.  But we can stand in all these tests because we don’t stand alone.  
We can know that no matter what, God is with us and will enable us to stand! 
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