
ECF 31st August 2014 The First Minister Genesis 41 
After she woke up, a woman told her husband, “I just dreamed that you gave me a pearl necklace for Valentine’s day. What 
do you think it means?”  
“You’ll know tonight,” he said.  
 
That evening, the man came home with a package and gave it to his wife. Delighted, she opened it—until she discovered 
that it was a book entitled, The Meaning of Dreams. 
 
Not every dream that we have comes true.  Most of our dreams are not hidden messages, but just the workings of our 
mind.  If your dreams are as strange as mine, then you’re probably glad about that.  But occasionally, God has spoken 
through dreams, and when God makes a promise, then we can be sure that he will fulfil it however unlikely it seems. 
 
After 13 long and difficult years, Joseph’s dream of greatness and glory, seemed more improbable than ever before.  
Languishing in a foreign prison, far from anyone who loved him, seemingly forgotten by those he’d helped, Joseph’s future 
looked completely bleak.   
 
But God had promised and, although it looked impossible, God would keep his promise.  Joseph’s life was about to be 
transformed in the most spectacular way.  Read Genesis 41:1-8“When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He 
was standing by the Nile, 2 when out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. 
3 After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the riverbank. 4 And the 
cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. 
5 He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven ears of corn, healthy and good, were growing on a single stalk. 6 After 
them, seven other ears of corn sprouted—thin and scorched by the east wind. 7 The thin ears of corn swallowed up the 
seven healthy, full ears. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream.  8 In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for 
all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no-one could interpret them for him.” 
 
1. A Hidden Future 
“Pharaoh had a dream.” Genesis 41:1.  It was a strange dream of cows and corn, of fat being swallowed by thin.  And 
Pharaoh was deeply troubled by it.  It stuck with him, disturbed his mind, distressed him.  He was sure there was a hidden 
purpose and meaning in it.  The problem was that he couldn’t work out what that was. 
 
 
a) Don’t Turn To Others 
And so he turned to his advisers.  “He sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt.”  Genesis 41:8.  These men 
belonged to a guild of sacred scribes and priests who were experts in the occult, divination and sorcery.  They claimed to be 
able to reveal the hidden meanings of dreams and give insight into the future.   
 
But they couldn’t.  Pharaoh’s experts couldn’t interpret his dream.  They couldn’t remove his distress.   
 
Their failure is another reminder to us today, to stay well away from fortune telling, tarot cards, psychic readings, astrology, 
horoscopes or any other attempt to tell us what is going to happen.  The Bible is clear that they can’t be trusted.  They leave 
us like Pharaoh, wondering in the dark because, like his magicians, they can’t tell us the truth about our lives: “The idols 
speak deceit, diviners see visions that lie; they tell dreams that are false, they give comfort in vain. Therefore the people 
wander like sheep oppressed for lack of a shepherd.” Zechariah 10:2  
 
b) Trust in God  
And so as God’s people, we should have nothing to do with any of them.  Other people may rely on them or just think 
they’re a harmless bit of fun, but we need to see that they are far more dangerous than that.  Turning to them is a rejection 
of God’s rightful place in our lives.  “Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the 
Lord your God.” Leviticus 19:31  
 
If we’re following Jesus, then we need to accept that the future is in God’s hands.  He knows the end from the beginning, 
and so we need to trust in him alone for our future.  This is what the new Christians in Ephesus realised.  Acts 19:19 records 
that “A number who had practised sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly.”  They clearly and 
resolutely turned their back on their past and trusted in God for their future.  Are we willing to do the same?   
 
2. A Revealed Future 
Amazingly, this is what Pharaoh came to do.  Read Genesis 41:9-15: “Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I am 
reminded of my shortcomings. 10 Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and he imprisoned me and the chief baker in 



the house of the captain of the guard. 11 Each of us had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 
12 Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he 
interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his dream. 13 And things turned out exactly as he interpreted 
them to us: I was restored to my position, and the other man was hanged.” 
14 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his clothes, 
he came before Pharaoh. 
15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no-one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a 
dream you can interpret it.” 
 
Here was Joseph’s big opportunity.  He was taken from the dirt and the despair of the prison, to the spotless beauty and 
potential of the palace.  He stood clean and clothed in front of the most powerful man on earth at the time who asked for 
his help. It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for Joseph to make a name for himself. 
 
a) A Humble Response 
I can’t help but think that the 17-year old Joseph would have jumped at the chance. At that time he was just bursting to 
show the world how special he was.  But Joseph had changed since then.  He no longer wore the ornamented robe of the 
favourite son.  Instead he was clothed with humility!  Genesis 41:16: “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God 
will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.” 
 
What an amazing response!  “I cannot do it.” Genesis 41:16  Joseph had been forgotten in prison for years and yet, he didn’t 
grab the limelight.  Instead he pointed Pharaoh to the only one who deserved it.   
 
He reminds me of John the Baptist, who when Jesus started taking the headlines and the followers from him, responded 
with these amazing words: “He must become greater; I must become less.” John 3:30  
 
Wherever we are, we need that same attitude.  We can’t save anyone.  This church cannot change anyone’s life.  Instead we 
need to consistently point people to Jesus.  We need to be like Paul who said, “We do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ 
as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 2 Corinthians 4:5  
 
b) A Consistent Witness  
It was a humble response.  But it was also a powerful witness.  “But God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.”  Genesis 
41:16  Joseph was convinced that God could reveal the meaning of this dream.  He was certain that God would do what no-
one else could do.  And he wasn’t afraid to declare it.    
 
This is the same clear witness that Joseph showed in the prison last week when he told the cupbearer and the baker: “Do 
not interpretations belong to God?” Genesis 40:8  Whether in the prison or in the palace, Joseph was ready to fearlessly 
declare his faith in God.  
 
And we need the same readiness to share our faith because we believe that God can do what no-one else can, that 
“Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts 
4:12  Are we willing to consistently witness to the power of Jesus to save? 
 
3. A Serious Warning 
Joseph confidently declared God’s power, and so Pharaoh told him his dreams and Joseph explained the meaning.  Genesis 
41:25-32: “Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed to Pharaoh what 
he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears of corn are seven years; it is one and the 
same dream. 27 The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterwards are seven years, and so are the seven worthless ears of 
corn scorched by the east wind: They are seven years of famine. 
28 “It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 Seven years of great abundance are 
coming throughout the land of Egypt, 30 but seven years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be 
forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. 31 The abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine 
that follows it will be so severe. 32 The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been 
firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.” 
 
The dream was a warning of coming disaster.  There would be 7 years of abundance, with bumper harvests.  But these 
would soon be forgotten as a severe famine would take hold for the next 7 years.  Nothing would grow.  No harvests would 
be reaped.  
 
a) A Message to Heed 



It was a serious and disturbing message, one that would be difficult to accept.  Times of extended famine were unusual in 
Egypt because of the consistent water supply from the River Nile.  And in times of abundance, when are barns full, it is 
tough to believe in an approaching famine. 
 
And anyway, how could someone forecast the weather in 7 years’ time?  Even with all the technology available today, our 
weather forecasters struggle to tell us 7 days in advance! 
 
But did you notice how Joseph gave this warning?  He said, “God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do.” Genesis 
41:25.   Later:  “God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do.” Genesis 41:28  And, “The matter has been firmly decided 
by God, and God will do it soon.” Genesis 41:32  If anyone else had given this long-range weather forecast, Pharaoh would 
be right to be sceptical.  But this was God’s message to Pharaoh.  And it was reliable and certain!  Pharaoh mustn’t miss this 
warning. 
 
We too have received a long-range warning.  “He has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has 
appointed.” Acts 17:31   Looking around, it is difficult to believe in ultimate justice, when sin will be punished as it deserves.  
We understand why many think that things will continue like they always have.  But we can be sure that a day of judgement 
is coming. 
 
That’s because God has declared that one day everyone will stand before a great white throne of judgement and they will 
be judged according to what they’ve done.  And God has warned us that on that day: “If anyone’s name was not found 
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:15   It is a serious and disturbing warning.  But 
it’s one that we need to heed. 
 
b) A Time to Prepare 
And it’s one that we need to be prepared for.  Joseph knew that Pharaoh’s dream was not just a warning to heed, but an 
opportunity to take.  Genesis 41:33-36: “And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of 
the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the 
seven years of abundance. 35 They should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain 
under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. 36 This food should be held in reserve for the country, to be 
used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.” 
 
It was a good plan.  The famine couldn’t be avoided, but it needed to be prepared for.  The good years must not be 
carelessly wasted.  They were an opportunity to store up enough food to get through the tough years to come.  
 
God has warned us of the coming judgement for similar reasons.  He wants us to be prepared for the judgement to come.  
In of ourselves we all stand guilty.  We have all sinned and fallen short of God’s standards.  But there is a way so that we can 
confidently look forward to that day.  Jesus said, “Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” John 5:24  
 
If we put our faith in Jesus, and his sacrifice on the cross to pay for our sins, then God declares us righteous for all eternity.  
We can be sure that we’ve received the gift of eternal life and that we’ll never be condemned.  
 
But like with Pharaoh, the time to act is now!  Pharaoh couldn’t wait for the famine to hit before he got prepared.  He had 
to take action immediately.   
 
So it is with us.  We mustn’t delay.  One day, the opportunity to trust in Jesus will be gone.  One day it will be too late.  And 
so Paul says, “Now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation.” 2 Corinthians 6:2  Are we ready for that day of 
judgement?  Are we sure that our sins have been forgiven?  We mustn’t delay!  
 
4. A Transformed Life 
Amazingly, Pharaoh didn’t.  He believed that Joseph had spoken the truth.  He accepted the warning from God.  And he 
decided to be prepared.  And so he made a decision that would transform Joseph’s life and save his own nation.  Genesis 
41:37-42:  “The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like this 
man, one in whom is the spirit of God?” 
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no-one so discerning and wise as you. 
40 You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I 
be greater than you.” 41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh 
took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain 
around his neck.” 



 
Joseph had lost his ornamented robe given to him by his foolish father.  He had left behind his cloak of slavery in the hands 
of Potiphar’s wife who falsely accused him.  But now he was dressed in robes of fine linen.  A gold chain around his neck set 
him apart from all the others.  And on his finger was Pharaoh’s signet ring as a sign of his authority.  In an instant, Joseph 
had gone from a helpless and hopeless prisoner to the honoured prime minister, second only to Pharaoh himself, and with a 
glorious future ahead!   
 
It was an incredible transformation.  Moments earlier it would’ve seemed impossible.  And yet, “Nothing is impossible with 
God.” Luke 1:37  God had kept his promises to Joseph.   
 
a) A Glorious Future 
And God still has the power to transform lives.  Romans 6:23 declares that “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   
 
If we put our faith in Jesus, then God takes us who are sinners, who are guilty before him, and he transforms us into saints.  
He declares that we are holy in his sight, dressed in the righteousness of Christ.  He adopts us as sons in his family.  He puts 
his seal of ownership, the Holy Spirit in our hearts.   
 
And he declares that we have a glorious future ahead as we reign with Christ!  God has promised us that if we have trusted 
in Jesus, then “when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 1 John 3:2 
 
Conclusion 
Just now, it might be difficult for us to grasp this.  If we’re going through times of struggle and suffering right now, then it 
might be difficult to hold on to this.  We might not look like children of God.  We might need feel like sons of the King!  We 
might not be able to visualise a future at all.  
 
But we don’t need to lose hope.  We don’t need to give up.  One day our transformation will be revealed and it will be far 
more spectacular, far more miraculous than Joseph’s.  God has promised it – and he always keeps his promises. 
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