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When I was growing up my mum and dad liked us to help out around the house with different chores.  They didn’t force us 
to do them.  Neither did they believe in paying us for doing them.  They simply wanted us to do it out of love for them and 
as an expression of our gratitude for all that they were doing for us.  Sometimes this was ok, even fun.  Other times, it was 
definitely just a chore.   
 
That was especially when we needed to weed the garden.  My dad wasn’t mad into the garden, but he liked working away 
in it - making the place look nice and tidy and colourful in the front garden and growing a few vegetables in the back!  But 
that meant that both front and back had to be weeded!  
 
And weeding is not fun.  It’s boring.  It’s back breaking.  It’s also difficult to know, especially as a kid, what is a weed and 
what is not.  But worst of all, it feels so pointless.  After you finally get all the weeds up, and the flower beds are looking 
great, you just need to wait a week or two, and you’ll see those pesky weeds starting to sprout up all over again!   
 
I hated weeding.  And If you have a look at our garden today, you’ll see that little has changed in that regard.  But I think I’m 
in good company when it comes to my dislike of weeding because Jesus doesn’t like pulling up weeds – not yet anyway!  
That’s what he taught in a parable that is recorded in Matthew 13:24-30: “Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed ears, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come 
from?’ 
28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow 
together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ” 
 
1. Stories to Change our Lives 
We all like stories.  Many of us grew up listening to stories that started with, “Once upon a time in a land far away…”  We 
fell asleep dreaming of dragons and dwarfs, of spinning wheels and castles.  And even as adults we resort to stories in 
books, TV and films for entertainment and escape.  But stories can have a more profound impact on our lives.   
 
Jesus was a great story-teller.  Approximately one third of Jesus’ recorded teaching in the Gospels is in the form of stories.  
We call them parables and over the next few weeks we’re going to look at some of these that are recorded in Matthew’s 
gospel.    
 
a) A Revealed Truth 
Some people describe parables as earthly stories with heavenly meanings.  That can be a helpful definition – as long as we 
don’t lose sight of the fact that these parables don’t just teach about heaven, but also about how to live on earth! 
 
The word parable literally means ‘putting things side by side’.  In his parables, Jesus took familiar things that people could 
relate to and understand, ordinary and everyday people and situations, and put them alongside unfamiliar and spiritual 
truths to help us to come to a new understanding of them.   
 
Jesus used parables that caught the attention, surprised, shocked and stuck in the mind so that he could reveal truth that 
would change lives.  This was in fulfilment of prophecy.  Matthew 13:35 says: “So was fulfilled what was spoken through the 
prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.””  
 
b) A Hidden Truth 
But, to some extent, Jesus also used parables to hide the truth.  This is what Jesus said in Matthew 13:13: “This is why I 
speak to them in parables: ‘Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand.’”  
 
Jesus’ parables are a bit like puzzles.  At first they make us scratch our heads and wonder what Jesus was talking about.  And 
if we stop at that point, then we’re left in the dark, with no more understanding of God or his ways.   
 
But if we’re willing to come to Jesus, listen carefully, and humbly, then he will use these parables to bring his light into our 
hearts and minds.  The Parables of Jesus contain amazing truth that can change our lives - but only if we’re willing to listen 
carefully to him and seek to understand them.   
 



2. A Farming Story 
We can see this with the parable of the weeds.  On the face of things it was a simple story about farming.  A man sowed 
good wheat seeds in his field.  But during the night his enemy, came into his field and sowed weeds, a kind of darnel which 
were poisonous and plagued grainfields in this part of the world.  
 
In the morning the owner’s servants were puzzled about where the weeds came from but asked their master if he wanted 
them to pull them out!  The owner told them that this was the work of his enemy, but he told them to wait because he was 
concerned that pulling the weeds might disrupt the wheat plants as well.  Instead, the owner allowed both wheat and 
weeds to grow until the harvest.   
 
At harvest time the owner ordered the weeds to be collected and burned, and the wheat to be gathered up and brought 
into his barn. 
 
The crowds heard a story about a farmer and fields, but the disciples knew that Jesus was teaching something more.  They 
didn’t know what, but they did the right thing in seeking out the answer.  Read Matthew13:36-43: “Then he left the crowd 
and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands 
for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The 
harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his 
angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the 
fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 
 
3. This World Belongs to Christ 
“The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.”  Matthew 13:37.  This of course means that Jesus is the sower.  It 
also means that he is the owner of the field, as he said the sower, “sowed good seed in his field.”  Matthew 13:24 
 
When you think of it, this is a huge claim, because in this parable, “The field is the world.” Matthew 13:38.  Jesus is claiming 
not just to work in this world, he is claiming to be the owner of it, that this world belongs to him!  Paul wrote about Jesus: 
“For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers 
or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.” Colossians 1:16   
 
a) So Why is there so much evil? 
Of course there are many people who reject this today.  Some reject the truth of any Creator, and so refuse to accept Jesus 
as the Owner.  Others say that Jesus was only a good man or a great teacher and that he never claimed to be God.  We can 
see from this parable, that this is not true. 
 
But there are also others who struggle with this truth because of the presence of evil.  If this world belongs to Christ, if he 
owns it, then why is it in such a mess?  If Jesus really is as loving and powerful as the Bible says he is, then why would he 
allow so much evil in his world? 
 
It’s a problem that has perplexed God’s people for centuries.  Habakkuk complained to God: “Your eyes are too pure to look 
on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked 
swallow up those more righteous than themselves?” Habakkuk 1:13  
 
Do you ever struggle with this?  When you read the newspapers, watch the News on TV or online, do you ever wonder why 
God allows so much evil in his world?  Do you struggle over the ongoing conflict in Syria, Iraq, Ukraine, Sudan, Nigeria, 
Gaza?  Do you feel like crying out to God about the senseless violence and cruelty around us?   
 
Last week I read an item about a report from the UN children’s agency.  It stated that in Brazil, Panama, Colombia and 
Venezuela, murder is the leading cause of deaths for young men aged between 10 and 20.  And then it said that over one in 
ten girls, that’s around 120 million, have been raped or sexually assaulted by the age of 20!  In some countries, such as 
Tanzania, Uganda and Zimbabwe, the figure is a shocking 50% of girls experience sexual assault.   
 
If this world belongs to Christ, then why is there so much evil and why doesn’t he do something about it? 
 
4. Jesus is Planting his People 
This parable doesn’t try to fully answer this issue, but it does help us.  It tells us that Christ is doing something about this 



world.  Jesus is working at planting good seeds in this world and “the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom.”  
Matthew 13:38  These are all those who willingly live under his rule and reign.  If we’ve accepted Jesus as our Saviour, our 
Lord, our King, then this includes us. 
 
a) By his Grace 
This is not something we’ve done accomplished through our goodness, or righteousness.  This is the work of Christ.  He is 
the one who has sown the good seed in this world.  If we’re here today as part of his kingdom, then it’s because he has 
rescued us through his work on the cross.  “He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins." Colossians 1:13–14 
 
And if we have accepted Jesus as Saviour and Lord, then one day he’ll come and collect us and, “The righteous will shine like 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”  Matthew 13:43.  One day the sons of God will be fully revealed: our transformation 
will be complete and our true identity will be undeniable.    
 
b) To Share his Grace 
But that day is not yet here.  For now, he has planted us in this world and he wants us to impact this world and bring his 
kingdom through our lives and through our words.  Paul says that Jesus has called us to be “blameless and pure, children of 
God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the 
word of life.” Philippians 2:15–16.   
  
He calls us to be salt in this world - to have a preserving influence on those around us by living out the life of holiness and 
love that he saved us for. 
 
He calls us to be light in this world.  To shine like stars and dispel the darkness by allowing the light of God’s presence, 
power, purity, love and grace to shine out through our everyday lives.   
 
And he calls us to be his witnesses – to declare the truth of his life-giving gospel to this dead and dying world! 
 
Why doesn’t Jesus do something about this world?  He has.  He came to save us, so that through us he could impact and 
transform this world.  Jesus is bringing his kingdom rule and reign into this world, through his people, his church! 
 
5. Satan is Spreading Evil 
But this doesn’t mean that we should expect evil to disappear from this world – not yet anyway!   This parable doesn’t only 
tell us about the work of Christ building his kingdom, it also tells us about the work of Satan.   
 
a) Our Enemy is Real 
I know many people today dismiss the idea of the devil, or they relegate him to a caricature of a horned creature with a 
pitchfork.  But we need to recognise that he is a powerful and resourceful enemy.  Peter warns us: “Be self-controlled and 
alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” 1 Peter 5:8  Our enemy is very 
real and very dangerous. 
 
b) Our Enemy is Active 
And he is active in deceiving many and leading them away from God.  As Jesus is planting his people in his world, so the 
Devil is planting his weeds: “The weeds are the sons of the evil one.”  Matthew 13:38   
 
They are those who rebel against God’s rule.  They those who refuse to bow before him and accept Jesus as Saviour, Lord 
and King, who do evil and work against God’s purpose and plan for his world. 
 
Sometimes their work is obvious and unmistakable.  This parable comes just after Matthew has recorded how Jesus faced 
direct and forceful hostility from the Pharisees and teachers of the law.  This opposition came to a head at the cross! 
 
But sometimes this opposition is more subtle.  The darnel weed that Jesus talked about here looks like wheat in its early 
stages.  It can only be distinguished from the wheat when the ear appears!  In a similar way, these sons of the evil one are 
not always as obvious as we might think.   Paul says that “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is not 
surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.” 2 Corinthians 11:14–15 Satan is the great 
counterfeiter.  He is planting false apostles and false teachers who might initially look good, but who teach a false gospel 
and lead others into a false religion with a false sense of security about their standing before God. 
 
The message of this parable is, that wherever Christ is at work bringing his light and life through his people, the Devil is also 



at work bringing darkness and death through his!  Yes, the kingdom of heaven is here, but so is the kingdom of darkness! 
 
6. Jesus Will Overcome 
a) No Weeding Now 
And Jesus allows this to happen.  The field owner didn’t send his servants right away to remove the weeds, “Because while 
you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.” Matthew 13:29.  The weeds and wheat are too close 
that weeding would disrupt the growth of the wheat! 
 
So Jesus hasn’t sent his servants to remove all who are part of the kingdom of evil. He knows that doing that would disrupt 
the growth of his kingdom too much.   Instead he is sending his people out into this world, knowing that they will 
experience opposition and persecution, knowing that they will suffer and struggle – but also knowing that through them 
more and more people will come to know him, accept him and come into his kingdom. 
 
Peter says that  “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9  
Jesus is not weeding just now.  Instead he is waiting to allow his people to impact others and draw people into his kingdom.   
 
b) The Harvest is Coming  
But one day, time will be up.  We don’t know when, but one day this age of grace will end.  On the day of harvest, when 
Jesus welcomes his people into the kingdom of their Father, he will collect all of those who belong to the evil one and they 
will face the punishment that they deserve: “They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:42 
 
In many ways, this is a deeply troubling truth.  It should impact our hearts and challenge us deeply.  We need to seriously 
consider which group we belong to.  Revelation 20:15 states: “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he 
was thrown into the lake of fire.”  If we’ve not put our personal trust in Jesus, then our name is not yet written in the book 
of life and we are facing this day of judgement unprepared.  We need to hear this warning and come to Christ for 
forgiveness and salvation. 
 
And if we have trusted in Jesus, then we need to let the truth of this coming judgement break our hearts and motivate us 
and empower us in our commitment to answer Christ’s call to be salt and light in this world. 
 
But this parable should also be a wonderful encouragement for us.  Yes we see evil at work today.  Yes we see opposition 
and injustice and suffering.  But we don’t need to despair.  Jesus is still sovereign in his world.  He is still at work in planting 
his people and building his kingdom.  And one day he will finally and fully remove evil from this world.  One day we will fully 
experience the victory that Jesus won for us on the cross. 
 
Jesus isn’t weeding out evil from this world yet.  But one day he will do it and it will never need to be done again!   
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