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Would you be willing to give up everything that you know and love in order to be one of the first people to live on Mars?  
That’s what Sonia Van Meter has said she’s willing to do.   
 
This 35 year-old woman from Austin, Texas is one of a short-list of 705 people in the running to form a human colony on 
Mars.  In total about 200,000 people applied to Mars One last year.  This Dutch company is only one of a number of 
companies committed to putting people on Mars.   
 
They hope to ship 4 Marstronauts out every 2 years, beginning in 2024, until there is a settlement of up to 40.  The plan is 
that this will be financed, believe it or not, by a reality TV show!   
 
If it goes ahead, this mission of course carries with it huge risk.  Many of us can still remember the Challenger Space Shuttle 
disaster in 1986.  But one thing is certain.  Those who are chosen will be heading out on a one-way journey with no hope of 
return.  
 
Sonia says she is willing to leave her husband and her step-children for her chance of making history.  “This is the biggest 
risk I'll ever take, but some things are worth that risk,” she said.  “If there isn't something out there you're willing to put 
down your life for, you haven't really found what you want in life.” 
 
I don’t know what you think about all of this.  Is it a wonderful adventure, an impossible dream or sheer insanity?  But I 
think we’d agree with her on one point.  There should be something in our lives that we’re willing to lay down our lives for. 
 
That’s what Jesus teaches us in two connected parables in Matthew 13:44-46:  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  When he found one of great value, he went away 
and sold everything he had and bought it.” 
 
1. A Valuable Discovery 
These parables are obviously extremely similar.  They are about two men who come across a great discovery. 
 
One man finds “treasure hidden in a field” Matthew 13:44.  In the days before banks and safety deposit boxes, burying 
valuables in the ground or under the floor of a house was often the easiest way to try and keep it safe from thieves or 
invading armies.  Some people do the same these days when they hide money under the bed or in their sock drawer!  But if 
they died before telling anyone where they’d hidden it, their treasure could lie undisturbed for years. 
  
The other man was a pearl merchant who “found one of great value” Matthew 13:46 .  In those days pearls were highly 
valued, perhaps even more so than gold.   
 
Matthew uses a word here to describe this pearl, that only used 2 other times in the New Testament.  John used it to 
describe the “expensive perfume” John 12:3 that Mary used to anoint Jesus’ feet in an extravagant act of worship.  And 
Peter used it to describe our faith that withstands the test of suffering and is “of greater worth than gold.” 1 Peter 1:7 
 
And so this pearl merchant, this expert recognised that this particular pearl was exceedingly valuable.  It was uniquely 
precious, of immense worth.   
 
a) The Value of Christ 
Unlike last week’s parable, Jesus doesn’t fully explain this one.  That means we need to be a bit more cautious as we try and 
interpret it.  However, the most obvious understanding is that in both cases the valuable discovery that he’s talking about is 
the kingdom of heaven, it is the rule and reign of Christ in our lives. 
 
Jesus is teaching about the immense value of coming into his kingdom, of accepting him as our Saviour and Lord.  Paul 
wrote about “the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” Philippians 3:8  
 
What price can we put on knowing the eternal Son of God in our lives?  What is more precious than receiving the 
forgiveness of our sins that Jesus paid for us on the cross, of knowing that we are declared righteous for all eternity, that 
we’ve been adopted into his family, that are names are written in the Book of Life, that he has prepared a place for us in 
heaven, that he is holding onto us and will never let go and that nothing and no-one can ever separate us from his love?   
 
What is more valuable than welcoming Jesus into our lives as our Redeemer, our Leader, our Counsellor, our Protector, our 



Provider, our Shepherd, our Friend, our God?  He is the greatest treasure, the pearl of great value. 
 
2. Two Ways to Find It 
But of course many people haven’t discovered this yet.  The Pharisees rejected him as a blasphemer and false teacher.  The 
people of Jerusalem did not think he was the kind of king they were looking for.  And Judas thought 30 silver coins was more 
valuable.  And today many people similarly undervalue Christ.  They see him only as a myth, a good man, a prophet or a 
leader of a religion.  So how can people discover the treasure of Christ?  
 
a) Searching for it 
Well some people discover treasure after searching for years.  For 30 years, Reg Mead and Richard Miles walked up and 
down the same soggy field in Jersey with their metal detectors.  They were searching for a 2,000 year old hidden treasure, 
vaguely hinted at by a farmer’s daughter half a century ago.  After years of finding nothing but bed springs and broken 
bottles, in June of 2012 they eventually found a cache of 50,000 handmade coins from the 1st century AD, said to be worth 
around £10 million. 
 
This is like the pearl merchant.  He was “looking for fine pearls.” Matthew 13:46  He had conducted a long and patient 
search.  But when he found this one, he knew that his search was over.  He had found what he was looking for.   
 
Some people find the kingdom of heaven this way.  Nicodemus was a deeply religious man.  As a teacher of the law he 
studied the scriptures.  But he hadn’t found what he was looking for.  Maybe there were still questions and doubts that 
disturbed him.  Maybe he was keenly aware of his own personal failures.  Maybe he wondered how could anyone be right 
before God.  And so “He came to Jesus at night” John 3:2 searching for truth! 
 
These days, some people come to Christ after years of searching.  They have investigated many different religions, 
philosophies and ways of life, testing them and trying them out, only to discover that they’re ultimately empty and 
unsatisfactory.  Finally, after years of searching, they come to discover that Jesus is the one they were looking for all along.   
 
b) Stumbling Upon It 
But not everybody is like that.  Some people find treasure seemingly by accident.  About a year ago, a Californian couple 
were just walking their dog in their own backyard when they came across eight rusty buried cans.  Inside they found 1,427 
rare mint-condition coins dating from 1847 to 1894.  The estimated value of these is something like $11 million. 
 
That’s like the man who found the treasure in the field.  “A man found it” Matthew 13:44.  He wasn’t looking for it.  He was 
just going about his normal work – maybe ploughing the ground ready for sowing – when he came across this extra-ordinary 
find. 
 
Some people discover the kingdom of heaven in the same way.  That was Matthew’s story, the author of this gospel.  He 
was just working in his tax booth, collecting money, making a living, when Jesus walked by and called out to him, “Follow 
me,” Matthew 9:9 and Matthew’s life was transformed.   
 
And people today are still making this extra-ordinary discovery just as they go about their everyday lives.  They’re not 
looking for anything particularly deep or profound, when suddenly they discover Christ!   
 
c) One Treasure 
This is an important lesson to learn if we’re involved in making disciples.  There isn’t just one way that people come to 
Christ.  There isn’t a defined process that people have to go through before they come to this discovery.  Some come slowly 
and painfully to this understanding.  Others come quickly and un-expectantly to it.  
 
All that really matters is that people come to discover the incredible value of Christ and put their trust in him!  There are 
many ways we can come to Christ, but he is the only way to God.  Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No-
one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6 
 
The most important question for us then is, “Have we found this treasure that is Christ?” 
 
3. A Crucial Decision 
The two men came to discover their treasure in different ways.  But when they did, they each made a costly decision.  The 
first man was so determined to get the treasure that he “sold all he had and bought that field.”  Matthew 13:44.  The pearl 
merchant was so determined to own the perfect pearl that “he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”  
Matthew 13:46.  Getting their treasure cost them everything they had. 



a) A Free Gift 
We need to be careful as we understand this part.  The Bible is clear that we can’t save ourselves.  Even if we were to give 
everything we are and have and could do to God, we still could not pay the price of our salvation.    
 
But because of his love, Jesus came to do what we could not do for ourselves.  “Christ died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18  In dying for us, Jesus paid the price of our sin in full, once 
for all.   
 
And so there is no other payment, no other service, no other sacrifice required.  All we need to do is simply accept this 
wonderful gift of salvation by faith in Christ.  “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no-one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8–9. The only way to enter the 
kingdom of God is by a free gift of God’s grace. 
 
b) A Costly Surrender 
And yet, at the same time, there is a cost when we accept Jesus into our lives.  When Matthew was called by Jesus to follow 
him, Luke records that he “got up, left everything and followed him.” Luke 5:28  He left his old life behind and he started 
living a brand new life of trusting in, and following, Jesus.   
 
For Matthew that meant leaving his job and his way of life to physically follow Jesus as he travelled around Israel.  That 
probably won’t apply to us.  But in other ways we will need to leave everything behind.  Jesus said: “Any of you who does 
not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:33  What does that mean? 
 

i) Giving up Self-Righteousness 
If we’re going to have the treasure of knowing Christ, then we need to give up our self-righteousness.  Many of us have a list 
of things that we imagine qualifies us for God’s kingdom.  Maybe it is our religious upbringing, faithful church attendance, 
commitment to family, clean criminal record or our charity giving.   
 
But none of that makes us right with God.  And if we are trusting in it to save us, then we’re not trusting in Jesus.  If we are 
going to be part of God’s kingdom, we need to give up our DIY-righteousness.   
 
This is what Paul did when he met Jesus.  From a religious point of view Paul had everything – religious pedigree, passion 
and performance.  But he said, ”I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” Philippians 3:8   
 
If we are going to have the treasure of knowing Jesus we need to give up the delusion that we are ok the way we are.  We 
need to give up on religion and the idea that we can make ourselves good enough for God.  We need to give up trying to fix 
ourselves.  Instead we need to humbly come and accept that we are a sinner in need of a Saviour! 
 

ii) Giving up Self-Ownership 
We also need to give up our self-ownership.  We all like to be in charge of our own lives.  We don’t want someone to tell us 
what to do, where to go and how to live.  “It’s my life, and I’ll do what I want with it.”   
 
But we can only experience the treasure of the kingdom of heaven if we hand over our lives to Jesus.  Jesus said, “If anyone 
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  Matthew 16:24  A man carrying his cross 
was a dead-man walking.  And so if we want to have Jesus in our lives we need to consider our old life under our control 
dead and gone forever.  We need to turn away from living our way, and instead follow Jesus, accepting that he is in charge.  
 
For most of us, this won’t lead to a change the external circumstances of our lives - this is not about walking away from our 
jobs, families or communities.  But it is about changing how we live in these circumstances.  
 
Accepting Jesus will change our priorities, goals and ambitions.  It will transform what we do with our time, our energies, 
our money.  If Jesus is in charge then his love becomes our motivation, his teaching becomes our truth, his holiness 
becomes our standard, his kingdom becomes our ambition, his honour and glory becomes our highest goal.   
 
This will change how we see people, how we speak to people, how we treat people.  Following Jesus should make us a 
better employee, a more faithful husband or wife, a more patient parent, a more compassionate member of our 
community.  But it could also bring conflict into these relationships as pleasing Jesus takes priority over everything else.  
 
Of course none of us will live that out perfectly in our lives.  We’ll always struggle with the daily implications of living with 



Jesus in charge.  But if we’re going to have Jesus in our life then we need to make this sincere decision to leave our self-
righteousness and our self-ownership and accept Jesus as our Saviour and our Lord!   
 
c) A Simple Decision 
This is the cost of being part of God’s kingdom.  It is a huge ask.  But really it should be a simple decision.  Other people 
might have thought these two men were crazy.  When they sold everything, they probably were criticised and ridiculed.  But 
they knew the value of what was hidden in the field and what the pearl was really worth.  And so they knew that their 
sacrifice was worth it. 
 
In fact Jesus said that after finding the treasure, the first man “in his joy went and sold all he had.” Matthew 13:44  He 
immediately, willingly, eagerly and joyfully gave up everything because he knew that what he was getting far outweighed 
anything that he had to lose.  It was a simple, obvious decision.   
 
And Jesus says that it should be the same for us.  “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me will find it.”  Matthew 16:24  When we try to hold onto our own life, doing what we want and following our own 
path, then it’s guaranteed that we will lose it in the end.  But if we lay it down at Jesus’ feet, then we will find life in all its 
fullness.   
 
Accepting Jesus as Saviour and Lord is a costly decision, but if we weigh it up correctly, it should be a simple one.  What we 
receive as a free gift of God’s grace, far outweighs any sacrifice that we have to make.     
 
4. An Amazing Example 
But even more than this, anything that we need to give up is tiny in comparison to what Jesus gave up for us.  “You know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his 
poverty might become rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:9  
 
Jesus gave up everything.  He left the splendour of heaven and the continual worship of angels to come into this world of 
sin and suffering.  As a man he lived with poverty, oppression and ridicule.  And as our Saviour, he went to the cross where 
he took upon himself our sin, suffered the wrath that we deserved, experienced our hell, died our death.   
 
And he did it all for us.  He went through all of this because in his love, he valued us.  When we were still sinners, when we 
were still rebelling against him, living our own life with no desire to honour him, he saw us and considered us a treasure 
worth giving up everything for, and endured the cross for the joy of bringing us into his kingdom.   
 
Conclusion 
He considered that we were worth giving up everything for.   So what about us?  Is knowing Jesus worth giving up 
everything for?  
 
Is his full and free forgiveness, his total acceptance, his faithful love, his perfect will, his glorious presence, his unlimited 
power, his complete protection, his constant help and ultimately the splendour of eternity with him in heaven, worth giving 
up our lives for?  
 
I pray that each of us will say a wholehearted yes, and that we will accept the gift of God’s salvation and that we will know 
that Jesus is worth it all! 
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