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If you’re looking for job security, soccer management shouldn’t be something you go for.  I read somewhere that the 
average tenure for English Premier League managers is about two years.  But there are a long list of managers whose reigns 
in charge have lasted a much shorter time, from anything between a month and just a few games in charge. 
 
Recently Billy McKinlay was replaced after only 8 days as the manager of the English Championship side Watford.  This is the 
fourth manager they’ve appointed in this season that is only 17 games old.  But incredibly this isn’t the shortest reign of a 
manager.  I think that honour must go to Leroy Rosenior.  He was appointed manager of Torquay in 2007, but he lasted only 
10 minutes!   
 
Sometimes a football manager is called the boss.  But clearly he’s not.  He is an employee, given the privilege and 
responsibility of leadership only as long as the owner is pleased with him. 
 
I think the religious leaders and the nation of Israel had lost sight of a similar fact.  They acted as if the privilege of 
leadership, of being God’s people and being in God’s kingdom was something that was unquestionably theirs.  They acted as 
if it was their right, their entitlement and nobody could question this. 
 
But one of Jesus’ parables confronted this issue and declared that that the kingdom of God was now going to be given to a 
new people.  Matthew 21:33-39:  “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a 
journey. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, 
more than the first time, and the tenants treated them in the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will 
respect my son,’ he said. 
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 
39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
 
1. God’s Generous Provision to His People 
This parable continues the controversy that we were looking at last week between Jesus and the chief priests and elders of 
Israel.  And they understood what Jesus was saying about them.  Matthew 21:45: “When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them.”  That was partly because the vineyard was a common Old 
Testament picture for Israel. 
 
Isaiah wrote:  

“My loved one had a vineyard 
on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones 
and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower in it 
and cut out a winepress as well.”  Isaiah 5:1-2 

This described God’s care for Israel.  God had rescued them out of Egypt, planted them in a new land, provided everything 
that they needed to flourish and be safe as God’s people. 
 
And Jesus deliberately picked the same kinds of images.  When the landowner planted his vineyard, “He put a wall around 
it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower.” Matthew 21:33   He provided everything needed for it to be protected, 
fruitful and secure.  God had provided everything for the nation of Israel to flourish as his people and his kingdom.   
 
a) He Gives Everything We Need  
And God continues to do the same in our lives.  2 Peter 1:3 states that: “His divine power has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness through our knowledge of him.” When God calls us to be his people, he gives us everything we need to 
thrive!   
 
2. Our Responsibility to God 
But in this Jesus’ parable the landowner entrusted the care and the productivity of this vineyard to tenant farmers.  “He 
rented the vineyard to some farmers.” Matthew 21:33 
 
This is when it started to get personal for the religious leaders.  They knew that represented them as leaders of God’s 
people.  They didn’t own God’s kingdom – it still belonged to God and God was ultimately in charge.  But they had been 
entrusted with the care of the people, with leading them in their relationship with their God.  It was a wonderful privilege – 



but it also came with responsibilities.   
 
a) The Fruit of Our Lives 
 “He sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.” Matthew 21:34  It was only natural that the owner should also 
expect his percentage of the fruit.  This was his right, his entitlement – after all it was him who had provided everything that 
this vineyard needed to be fruitful. 
 
In a similar way, the nation of Israel, as God’s people, had the responsibility to produce fruit for God.  The Law commanded 
them that: “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is 
holy to the Lord.” Leviticus 27:30 This was an acknowledgement that these good things were from God, an opportunity to 
give God thanks for all that he had given and a declaration of their continued trust in God to provide. 
 
But God was looking for more than farm produce.  Jesus said that what God was looking for most of all was that his people 
would “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind." Matthew 22:37  He 
wanted them to love him with everything they had, to honour him, to give their lives to please him, to worship him in 
everything they did. 
 
And then to allow this commitment to him to impact their relationships with others.  To “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 
Matthew 22:39  It was this righteousness that God was looking for in their lives.  A right relationship with him and a right 
relationship with others. 
 
b) Privilege Brings Responsibility  
And God is still looking for fruit in the lives of his people.  Paul’s prayer in Colossians 1:10 was “that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God.”  
 
Privilege in God’s kingdom, brings with it a responsibility!  But really this is also a privilege.  What an amazing honour we 
have to be able to give our lives back to the Lord in an act of gratitude and worship, to be able to please him and grow in 
our relationship with him! 
 
3. Israel’s rejection of God 
But unfortunately this is not how Israel saw it.   
 
a) Rejecting God’s Servants 
The tenant farmers refused to give the owner his share of fruit.  Instead they attacked those sent by the owner to collect it.  
“They beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.” Matthew 21:35  They clearly thought that they owed the owner 
nothing.  They forgot that everything that they had was as a result of the generosity of the owner.   
 
But amazingly, the landowner didn’t give up on his tenants.  He wasn’t like a soccer club owner looking for the first reason 
to sack his manager.  He kept on reaching out to his tenants: “Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first 
time.” Matthew 21:36  But they received the same treatment as the others had.   
 
This is a shocking picture of the disloyalty of the leaders of Israel.  Down through the centuries they took everything that 
God, in his generosity and love, gave to them, but again and again they rejected him. “They were disobedient and rebelled 
against you; they put your law behind their backs. They killed your prophets, who had admonished them in order to turn 
them back to you; they committed awful blasphemies.”  Nehemiah 9:26    
 
Israel denied God’s rightful claim on their hearts and lives.  They refused to listen to the prophets that God sent to them.  
They criticised, attacked, imprisoned and even killed many of them.  Jeremiah was beaten and imprisoned, Uriah was killed 
by the sword, Zechariah was stoned to death and many other courageous men and women lost their lives because they 
faithfully declared God’s claims on his rebellious people.   
 
But God in his patience and long-suffering love continued to send his servants to call the nation back to himself.  He refused 
to give up on them.  And so he decided on one last plea to them to repent. 
 
b) Rejecting God’s Son 
“Last of all, he sent his son to them.” Matthew 21:37  Jesus is part of the sequence of representatives that God sent to the 
nation of Israel.  He followed in the footsteps of those who’d suffered as they called the nation back to God. 
 
But he also is also different from them.  He isn’t just another prophet.  He is the Son!  He is unique in his person, his position 



and his relationship to the owner.  “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.” 
Hebrews 1:3  
 
And so he is the last word from God.  “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.” Hebrews 1:1-2.  Jesus is God’s final revelation of himself 
to his people and this world.  His message and ministry is the climax, the fullness of what God wants to say to this world.   
 
Of course the apostles were then also sent into this world.  If we’ve trusted in Jesus, then we’re also commissioned to go 
and make disciples.  But we don’t go with a new message, but simply with the message of Jesus.  “We preach Christ 
crucified.” 1 Corinthians 1:23.  There is no other gospel, no other Saviour.  Jesus is God’s final call to this world! 
 
But Israel was about to reject the Son!  When the vineyard owner sent his son in the hope that they’d respect him, “They 
took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.” Matthew 21:39  They thought that by killing the son and heir, 
they would claim the vineyard as their own.  They would become the owners. 
 
When Jesus told this parable, this hadn’t happened yet.  But Jesus knew their hearts.  He knew that they had rejected him 
and that later that week they’d take him outside of their city and put him to death.   
 
c) Rejecting God’s People 
This reminds us that we shouldn’t be surprised if we’re criticised, ridiculed, ostracised or condemned for following Jesus.  
Jesus warned us “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” John 15:18   
 
4. God’s judgement on Israel 
The tenants rejected and killed the owner’s servants and son.  And so Jesus asked his audience a question: “Therefore, 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” Matthew 21:40  Would he accept defeat and let 
them keep his vineyard?  Would he just give up and let evil triumph?  Of course not. 
 
Drawn into the story, the people replied: “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end.” Matthew 21:41  There was no 
other option.  Through their actions they’d refused to accept the owner’s rights.  And so he had to remove them from the 
vineyard.   
 
a) Losing the Kingdom 
And so from their own mouths, the religious leaders had declared God’s judgement on themselves.  Jesus said: “Therefore I 
tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you.” Matthew 21:43  Their rejection of Jesus would mean that 
God’s kingdom would be taken from their nation as a whole.  They’d lose the privileges of being the people of God.   
 
They rejected Jesus, thinking that they could hold onto the kingdom for themselves.  But instead, their rejection of Jesus 
was the reason why God would remove them from their position in his kingdom. 
 
b) Crushed by the Kingdom 
Jesus described this in Matthew 21:44: “He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be 
crushed.”  The word son and stone are closely linked in the Hebrew language.  So Jesus is both the son and the stone that 
the Old Testament prophets spoke about.   
 
Isaiah 8:14 said about the Lord, that  “He will be a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” To 
some, Jesus would be a sanctuary, a place of safety and security.  But for many, Jesus was a stumbling-block.  He didn’t fit 
into their ideas.  They could not accept the idea of a humble king, a friend of sinners, a suffering saviour.  And because of 
that they’d fall and not enter God’s kingdom.   
 
In Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar dreamt about a rock that destroyed an elaborate statue.  Daniel explained that the statue 
represented the kingdoms of this world, while the rock represented God’s kingdom, and in a future day: “It will crush all 
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure for ever.” Daniel 2:44.  Jesus was claiming that this rock is 
his kingdom.  Those who reject him, will one day be crushed under his judgement.   
 
In both cases, he explained that whether someone stands or falls before God, whether they’ll be raised up or condemned 
on the day of judgment, will depend on how they respond to him.  Those who reject the Son, will be rejected from God’s 
kingdom. 
 
But even after hearing this parable, and understanding the seriousness of it, the Jewish leaders continued to reject him.  



“They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.” 
Matthew 21:46  The refused to repent, and so they would lose out, they would be condemned. 
 
This wasn’t the end of God’s dealing with the nation of Israel.  Paul wrote in Romans 11 about a future revival when Israel 
will turn back to God.  But for now, as a nation they have been put out of God’s kingdom because they rejected God’s Son.   
 
c) Rejecting God’s Son brings serious consequences 
And still today, our relationship to God is determined by our response to the Son!  If we stumble over Christ, if we refuse to 
accept him into our lives, then we will be broken, we will face judgement, we will be condemned.  Jesus said that “Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in 
the name of God’s one and only Son.” John 3:18  Rejecting God’s Son brings serious consequences.   
 
5. God’s Grace to Us  
But if we do accept him, if we put our trust in the rejected son, then we will be brought into his kingdom.  The people didn’t 
only say that the landowner would eject the old tenants but that: “He will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give 
him his share of the crop at harvest time.”  Matthew 21:41 
 
a) Brought into the Kingdom 
And Jesus said, that in a similar way “The kingdom of God will be… given to a people who will produce its fruit.” Matthew 
21:43  This parable doesn’t only picture the loss of the kingdom for those who rejected Jesus, but the giving of the kingdom 
to those who accept him.   
 
There is a new people of God, a new nation committed to loving God, a new community dedicated to honouring and serving 
him with their whole lives.  This is the church!  And so Peter writes: “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.” 1 Peter 2:9 
 
b) Built on Christ 
And this new community of God’s people is built on Christ.  Quoting from Psalm 118 “Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures:  
“The stone the builders rejected 
has become the capstone; 
the Lord has done this, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes.” Matthew 21:42 
Jesus is the foundation stone of God’s people.  He is the centre, the one who brings us together.  Yes, Israel as a nation 
rejected him.  But God, in his wonderful plan has turned the tables and used his Son’s rejection and suffering on the cross to 
build a new people, a new kingdom for himself.   
 
This kingdom is made up of Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, men and women and young people – all who have put their 
trust in him!  And this is us, if we’ve trusted in him!  We are the people of God! 
 
Conclusion 
And so the crucial question we need to answer is how will we respond to Jesus.   
 
It doesn’t matter who we are, or what we think we are entitled to, our religious heritage, our standing in the community.  If 
we refuse to allow Jesus into our lives - then we will for ever be outside of God’s kingdom, and one day we will stand before 
the one we’ve rejected and we will be judged and we will be condemned.   
 
But if we accept him into our lives, if we welcome him as Lord and Saviour, if we trust in him, then we’ll be welcomed into 
God’s kingdom, we’ll be given the right to be a child of God, a member of his new people, with the privilege and blessing of 
living for him each day.   
 
The decision is ours.  What will we do with Jesus?  
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