
ECF 30th November 2014 Matthew 22:1-14 Don’t Miss Out 
Years ago a guy called Walter took his friend Arthur to see a large uninhabited piece of land.  Nothing was around for miles, 
but as the two walked the property, Walter began to paint a picture of all the wonderful things he was going to build.    
 
He told his friend Arthur how it would take all his money to build it and so he needed other people to develop the 
surrounding area with restaurants and hotels.  He wanted his friend Arthur to buy some of the land and get involved in this 
great project. 
 
But Arthur couldn’t see it.  He couldn’t believe that people would drive 25 miles to visit this place.  He said that he’d think 
about it and decide later on.  “Later on will be too late,” Walter urged his friend, “You need to move now.” 
 
But Arthur Linkletter declined the offer.  And so his friend Walt Disney, developed his Disneyland theme park without his 
involvement.  Later on, Arthur estimated that he lost approximately $1 million dollars per step that day by not accepting 
Walt Disney’s offer.  
 
What a missed opportunity!  And yet, this pales into insignificance compared to the missed opportunity that Jesus talks 
about in his parable in Matthew 22.  It is a warning to us not to miss out on the greatest offer of our lives.  Matthew 22:1-
14: “Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet 
for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to 
come. 
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen 
and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, ill-treated 
them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 Go to the street 
corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people 
they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend,’ 
he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. 
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 
 
1. God Is Throwing a Party 
It’s strange isn’t it, how so many people have the wrong idea about God.  They often think that God is angry, stern and 
grumpy – that his main purpose in our lives is to stop our fun and ruin our joy.   
 
Maybe it is not that surprising, as often this is the picture of God that Christianity presents to the world.  Churches have 
often been characterised by dreary, solemn and dull services where people leave feeling bored, uninterested or 
condemned.   
 
When John Wesley founded Kingswood School near Bristol in England, he decreed that no games were to be allowed in the 
school or in the grounds, because “he who plays when he is a child will play when he is a man.”  There were also no holidays 
and children rose every day at 4 in the morning and spent the first hour of the day in prayer and meditation.  And on Fridays 
they fasted until 3 in the afternoon.  That doesn’t sound like much fun. 
 
a) A Lavish Celebration 
And it doesn’t sound like God’s kingdom.  When Jesus described what the kingdom of God is like, he said that it is “Like a 
king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son.” Matthew 22:2  God’s kingdom is like a lavish wedding feast. It a place of 
celebration and festivity, of fellowship and fun, of joy and laughter  
 
And God has spared no expense in providing everything that his guests need to enjoy themselves.  The king declared that 
“My oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready.” Matthew 22:4 
 
This is God’s heart.  His kingdom is not dreary, drab and lifeless.  It is not stern and sombre and reserved.  God is throwing a 
party.  David wrote: “You will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.” Psalm 16:11  He 
wants his kingdom to be filled with enjoyment, delight and celebration.   
 
b) A Celebration of Love 



And the reason for this celebration is the marriage of his son to his bride.  In the Bible, the church is the Bride of Christ.  In 
Revelation, John looks forward to the “wedding supper of the Lamb.”  Revelation 19:9 and sees the New Jerusalem “as a 
bride beautifully dressed for her husband.” Revelation 21:2   
 
This is a wonderful picture because God designed marriage as a wonderful gift to mankind and he protected it by declaring 
it to be a loving, faithful and life-long commitment between a man and a woman.  And so Jesus’ marriage to the church is 
declaration of his faithful love for us.   
In fact, Paul says in Ephesians 5:25: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”  
As husbands we are called to love our wives with nothing less than the total, complete and sacrificial love that Jesus 
expressed on the cross, when he laid down his life.   
 
And so this wedding celebration is a celebration of love.  This is the reason for our joy as Christians.  Psalm 100:4-5 states: 
“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. 5 For the Lord is good 
and his love endures for ever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.”  Today we can celebrate because Christ’s 
love is unchanging and unending.  His love endures forever.  
 
2. Many Are Invited  
God is throwing a party – a lavish celebration of his Son’s love for his people.  And the amazing thing is – “Many are 
invited!” Matthew 22:14 
 
a) The Jewish Nation 
According to the custom of that day, there was an initial invitation to the wedding, like a “Save the Date” notice that some 
people give today.  Later on, at the time of the wedding, there was the second invitation to come because everything was 
ready.   
 
And so in Jesus’ parable, the first ones to be invited to this wedding banquet had already heard about this coming feast.  
“He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come.” Matthew 22:3  
 
This is a picture of the Jewish nation.  Down through the centuries they had heard from the prophets about the coming 
kingdom of God.  They had tasted some of the love and joy and peace that this kingdom would bring, but they eagerly were 
waiting for the coming of their Messiah who would bring the kingdom in all its fullness.   
 
And when Jesus came, he brought the news that that time had come.  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
Matthew 4:17   
 
The Jewish nation were the first to hear this invitation.  This was their honour and privilege as God’s people.   As Paul says 
“The gospel… is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew…” Romans 1:16  
 
b) The World 
Because the initial guests refused to come.  And so the king ordered his servants to “Go to the street corners and invite to 
the banquet anyone you find." Matthew 22:9  There was no restriction, no limit, no conditions.  Anyone and everyone were 
invited, “both good and bad.” Matthew 22:10 
 
This is the universal invitation of the gospel.  Yes, it is first for the Jews, but because of their rejection, the gospel is “then for 
the Gentile.” Romans 1:16 .  The invitation has been thrown out wide to everyone.   
 
Everyone is invited into God’s kingdom.  There are no restrictions.  No conditions.  Whoever we are, wherever we come 
from, whatever we look like, whatever our status or background, whatever our track record or achievements, whatever 
mistakes we have made or wrongs we have done, whether we think of ourselves as pretty good or really bad – we are 
invited. 
 
The gospel is the gospel of whoever.  Jesus said, “Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” John 5:24  God has prepared a place for each of us and 
he longs for us to share in the glory of heaven with him! 
 
This is the gospel that we as a church need to share with the world.  Without restriction or prejudice we need to declare 
that God is inviting anyone and everyone to come into his kingdom.     
 
  



3. But Few Are Chosen  
“Many are invited,” Jesus says, but he goes on to say, “but few are chosen.” Matthew 22:14.  The difficult truth of this 
parable is that not all who are invited enter into the joy of God’s kingdom.  That is determined by our choice. 
 
a) Those who Reject 
The ones who the king invited first, “refused to come.”  Matthew 22:3.  They rejected the invitation, they turned down the 
privilege and dishonoured the provider.   
 
This is another picture of the rejection of the Jewish nation.  Again and again they rejected the invitation from God to be his 
people.  But the king was so desperate for them to come, that he sent more servants.  “Everything is ready.  Come to the 
wedding banquet.”  Matthew 22:4 
 
But again, they failed to respond.  “They paid no attention and went off – one to his field, another to his business.” 
Matthew 22:5  Isn’t that tragic.  They went back to working to provide for themselves, through their farming and their 
business, rather than accepting the lavish gifts graciously offered by the king. 
 
And people do this with God all the time.  Jeremiah 2:13 states: “My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken 
me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.” We turn from the 
one who can provide everything that our heart was designed for and longs for, and instead try and fill that emptiness with 
stuff of our own creation!  Why is it so hard for us to come to the one who has provided all that we need? 
 
But the nation did more than this.  “The rest seized his servants, ill-treated them and killed them.”  Matthew 22:6  I think 
when you read that at first, you think “What? No-one would do that to someone who invited them to a wedding!  Why 
would anyone respond so violently to such a generous offer.”    
 
And then you remember that this is exactly how the nation of Israel responded.  They killed the prophets.  The condemned 
Jesus.  They persecuted the church.  Again and again this privileged nation rebelled against God’s gracious invitation.   
 

i) Will Be Rejected  
And as a result they lost everything.  “The king was enraged.  He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city.”  Matthew 22:7  In AD 70 Jerusalem fell to the Roman army under Titus.  The people were killed, the city was 
burned and the temple destroyed.   
 
The Jews thought that because of their ancestry, they were among the chosen, they were in God’s kingdom.  But they 
rejected God’s invitation and they suffered the consequences.  
 
And today, the consequence of rejecting God’s invitation is equally serious. “Whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 
God’s wrath remains on him.” John 3:36  It doesn’t matter what privileges we have in terms of our upbringing, church 
membership, baptism, good living, status in the community - if we reject God’s invitation, we will lose everything. 
 
b) Those Who Think They’re Good Enough 
But we’ll also lose out if we try and come as we are.  One of those who came into the wedding banquet “was not wearing 
wedding clothes.”  Matthew 22:11   
 
The generous king hadn’t only freely provided the feast, and graciously invited all to come, but he had also provided 
beautiful robes for each person to wear.  In this way everyone was dressed appropriately and no-one needed to be 
embarrassed or feel inferior to others.   
 
But this person didn’t want to accept the provision of wedding clothes.  Maybe he thought it was too much bother to 
change.  Maybe he thought that his own clothes were good enough for the king.  Whatever the reason, he thought he could 
come his own way and on his own terms. 
 

i) Will be Punished 
But the king disagreed.  “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.”  Matthew 22:13  This man’s attitude showed contempt for the king and his standards and his own 
arrogant view of himself.   
 
The message Jesus was teaching is clear.  Everyone is invited.  But you can’t come on your own terms, you can’t come as 
you are.  Isaiah 64:6 says that “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” Even the good things that we do are tainted and 



contaminated by our sinfulness.  In of ourselves, clothed in our own attitudes, actions and achievements we can never 
come into God’s presence.   
 
If we try to come on the basis of our own righteousness, we will be forever barred from the kingdom of God.   
 
c) Those Who Accept God’s Provision 
But if we recognise that we’re sinners in the presence of a Holy God, and if we humbly repent and put our faith in Jesus, in 
his death on the cross to pay for our sins, then we will be dressed in the righteousness of Christ and we will be accepted.   
 

i) Will Be Accepted 
We’ll be able to say with Isaiah, “I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with 
garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness.” Isaiah 61:10  
 
This is the wonderful message of the gospel.  Whatever our background, whatever our struggles, whatever our failures, if 
we accept God’s invitation and God’s provision of righteousness then we will be welcomed into his kingdom.  We will share 
in his love and joy and peace now – and one day we will take our place in his house where we will forever celebrate the love 
of Christ that led him to the cross to die for us. 
 
Conclusion 
But the crucial truth of this parable is that the decision is ours.   
 
A while ago, a woman called Ruthanna Metzgar was invited to sing at the wedding of a wealthy couple. The reception was 
to be held on the top two floors of Seattle's skyscraper Columbia Tower.  She and her husband, Roy, were excited about 
attending. 
 
At the reception, the bride and groom approached a beautiful glass and brass staircase that led to the top floor. A satin 
ribbon at the bottom of the stairs was cut and the announcement was given that the wedding feast was about to begin.  
Bride and groom ascended the stairs, followed by their guests. 
 
At the top of the stairs, a man with a bound book greeted the guests outside the doors. “May I have your name please?” 
 
“I am Ruthanna Metzgar and this is my husband, Roy.” 
 
The man searched the M's, but couldn’t find them.  “Would you spell it please?” 
 
Ruthanna spelled her name slowly. After searching the book, the man looked up, “I'm sorry, but your name isn't here.” 
 
“There must be some mistake,” Ruthanna replied. “I am the singer. I sang for this wedding ceremony.” 
 
"I’m sorry, it doesn't matter who you are or what you did. Without your name in the book you cannot attend the banquet." 
 
He motioned to a waiter and said, “Show these people to the service elevator.”  The waiter led them past the beautifully 
decorated tables to the service elevator.  He ushered them in, and pushed G for the parking garage. 
 
After they had driven several miles in silence, her husband Roy tentatively asked, “What happened?” 
 
With tears rolling down her face, Ruthanna confessed: “When the invitation arrived, I was busy and so  I never bothered to 
reply.  I thought as I was the singer, I could go the reception without accepting the invitation.” 
 
Unless we respond to God’s invitation with humble repentance and faith in Christ, then we also will miss out on the 
opportunity of a lifetime.  We are all invited.  But only those who respond will enter his kingdom.  Have you accepted your 
invitation? 
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