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Have you ever felt like you could really live for God if only…. If only my situation was different, If only my family was more 
supportive, or my job was less demanding, my church was more on fire, my country was less ungodly.  Sometimes we can 
be tempted to think that if only the challenges that we faced in living for God were not as huge, then we’d be able to live 
the life that God has planned for us.   
  
But God’s purpose is not dependent on perfect circumstances.  God’s promises do not need a better environment to be 
fulfilled.  God’s power is not limited to times of revival and enthusiasm.    
 
Over the next few weeks we’re going to see this through the life of an amazing man.  Have a look at this:  Video: Elijah! 
 
Elijah was a wonderful man of God.  We’re going to see him display unbelievable strength and resolve in extremely difficult 
situations.  We’re going to see him confront a king, challenge a nation and call God’s people back to him.   
 
But Elijah wasn’t a superman.  We’re also going to see him at his lowest points, sitting crumpled in hopelessness and 
despair.   
 
But through it all, we’re going to see a man of faith.  A man who was committed to God.  And man who lived up to his 
name.   
 
The Hebrew word for God in the Old Testament is Elohim, often abbreviated as El.  The word jah comes from the word for 
Yahweh, translated the LORD in our Bibles.  Between them is the letter I, which refers to my or mine in Hebrew.  And so 
Elijah means “My God is Yahweh” or “The Lord is my God.”  
 
And this is what Elijah’s life and ministry showed.  Even in the middle of huge difficulties and problems, Elijah stood up and 
declared that the Lord is God!   
 
1. Insignificant Circumstances  
But amazingly, his life started in insignificance.  He is introduced in 1 Kings 17:1: “Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in 
Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few 
years except at my word.” 
 
Elijah was a Tishbite.  He came from a place called Tishbe.  This place was somewhere in Gilead east of the Jordan River, but 
nobody knows exactly where it was.  What we can be sure is that it was off the beaten-track.   
 
It was far away from the capital city Samaria.  It was a place of solitude, where people were rugged and unsophisticated.  
Basically, Elijah came from way out in the sticks.  In the eyes of the world he was a nobody from nowhere until he 
challenged the king.  
 
Of course, God can choose to work through men and women of position and prestige.   

 He worked through Daniel: the handsome and intelligent son of nobility.  

 Nehemiah: the king’s trusted cup-bearer.   

 Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, men of standing in their communities.  
 
But more often than not, God worked through men and women who in the eyes of the world are nobodies from nowhere.   

 He started his nation through a childless old man called Abram from Ur.   

 He rescued his nation through a slave-turned shepherd called Moses.   

 He saved his spies in Jericho through a prostitute called Rahab.   

 He anointed David as king, the youngest son who had been left to look after the sheep.   

 He brought his Son into the world through a teenager from Nazareth called Mary.  
 
a) God’s Nobodies  
And God still does the same.  “God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are 
not—to nullify the things that are.” 1 Corinthians 1:27–28  
 
Why does he do this?  Why does he choose to work through the insignificant and the unlikely.  Well, it is because then God’s 
power is more clearly seen.  “We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not 
from us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7  



Do we ever feel like a nobody from nowhere?  Do we ever feel insignificant and unimportant?  Well, that’s not a problem.  
God loves to take the most unlikely of people and demonstrate his power through them.  He did this with Elijah, and he 
wants to do it through us.   
 
2. Impossible Challenges 
But Elijah’s ministry is all the more amazing considering the impossible challenges he faced as he sought to serve God.   
 
a) A Divided Nation 
The nation of Israel split it two when Rehoboam, King Solomon’s son and King David’s grandson, made a massive mistake 
when he succeeded to the throne.  Instead of listening to older and wiser counsellors, he listened to his pals, and drove a 
wedge between him and his people. 
 
As a result the 10 northern tribes of Israel broke off from the southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin.  They remained under 
the reign of the descendents of David, while the northern tribes made Jeroboam their king.   
 
For the next 200 years or so, until Samaria fell to the Assyrians, the northern kingdom of Israel was ruled by 19 different 
rulers.  These kings reigned from between 41 years to only a week, as there were numerous assassinations, murders and 
political uprisings.  But the Bible records about every single one of these kings: “He did evil in the eyes of the Lord.”  1 Kings 
15:26  
 
Every single of one of these kings rebelled against God and his rule in their lives and their land.  This reign of evil was started 
by Jeroboam, the first king of the northern kingdom.  He set up two golden calves in his territory declaring: “Here are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 1 Kings 12:28 
 
And this situation just got worse as the years progressed.  The 6th king of the northern kingdom of Israel was a guy called 
Omri.  1 Kings 16:25 states: “Omri did evil in the eyes of the LORD and sinned more than all those before him.” As bad as the 
first 5 kings of Israel were, Omri was worse!   
 
b) An Evil King 
But when he died, his son, Ahab, came to the throne, and unbelievably, he was even worse.  1 Kings 16:29-33:  “In the 
thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of Omri became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over Israel for 
twenty-two years. 30 Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him. 31 He not only 
considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of 
the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship him. 32 He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he built in 
Samaria. 33 Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did more to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger than did all the 
kings of Israel before him.” 
 
For 22 long years, Ahab led God’s people further away from living for and worshipping God than all the kings before him 
through four specific sins.   
 
Not only did he follow in the footsteps of Jeroboam with his worship of the golden calves, he also “began to serve Baal and 
worship him.” 1 Kings 16:31  Baal means lord or master and he was worshipped as the most important god of the Caananite 
tribes.   
 
But Ahab didn’t just worship this false god privately.  He also instituted it in his nation when “He set up an altar for Baal in 
the temple of Baal that he built in Samaria.” 1 Kings 16:32.  In this way he enabled, funded and encouraged his whole nation 
into this false religion.   
 
And he also introduced the worship of the mother god Asherah: “Ahab also made an Asherah pole.”  1 Kings 16:33.  These 
were idols to stimulate the worship of Baal’s female counterpart, again leading his people away from the worship of the one 
true and living God!   
 
And all this seems to have started when Ahab, “married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians.” 1 Kings 16:31  
Jezebel is mentioned here because she was the major influence in leading her husband, and thereby the nation, into false 
worship.  
 
In many ways it was Jezebel who was the one who ruled the nation of Israel at this time.  She was the one who killed many 
of the Lord’s prophets and she was the one who threatened Elijah’s life causing him to turn and run.   
 



And so this was the impossible challenge that Elijah faced.  He lived in a nation that had completely rebelled against God’s 
rule and reign in their lives and, under the influence of an evil king and an even more wicked queen, had turned 
wholeheartedly to embrace a false religion.   
 
And yet, even in the face of these impossible challenges, Elijah served God effectively.  He confronted evil.  He challenged 
idolatry.  He changed lives.  And he experienced amazing miracles through the power of God. 
 
c) God Can Overcome 
We all face impossible challenges in our lives.  All of our situations are far from ideal for living for God.  People around us 
have rejected God’s rule and reign.  Our culture often ridicules those who have faith in Christ.  Distractions and temptations 
are in our face each day.   
 
And yet this doesn’t need to prevent us from living the life that God has called us to.  None of this needs to stop us from 
seeing God work in us and through us.  God’s plans are not at the mercy of our circumstances.  We can say with Job, “I know 
that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.” Job 42:2  
 
Like Elijah we can take our stand and see God work in our lives.  Whatever our lives are like, God “ …is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.” Ephesians 3:20 
3. Incredible Courage 
Despite the circumstances that he came from and the challenges he faced, Elijah spoke up for God with incredible courage.   
 
a) To Declare his Faith 
Elijah knew that Jezebel was determined to rid her new land of everyone who remained loyal to the Lord.  1 Kings 18:4 
states that “Jezebel was killing off the LORD’s prophets…” And certainly Ahab wouldn’t have stopped her.  He had clearly 
shown that he was willing to do anything to please her. 
 
As a loyal follower of the Lord, Elijah’s life was clearly in danger.  And yet, without an invitation or any hesitation, Elijah 
came right into the presence of the worst king that his country had ever seen and nailed his colours to the mast.  “As the 
Lord, the God of Israel lives, whom I serve…” 1 Kings 17:1 
 
This morning, we have the amazing freedom to worship God openly.  We don’t need to hide in fear of authorities that want 
to imprison or kill us, as many of our brothers and sisters in Christ do in other parts of this world.  And yet, if you’re like me, 
you know the temptation to keep quiet about your faith in Jesus. 
 
Here it is relatively easy to declare our faith in Jesus.  But when we get home, or go to work or school or college, when we 
hang out with our family or friends, when we’re surrounded by those who ridicule the Bible or only use Jesus’ name as a 
swear word – it’s much more difficult to take our stand. 
 
But Jesus won’t allow us to be secret disciples.  “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” Mark 8:38  If 
Jesus truly is the Son of the Living God.  If he is our Creator, Sustainer, Saviour and Lord, if he really did give his life for us on 
the cross, then he deserves nothing less than our complete loyalty and devotion – in public as well as in private.   
 
If we’ve not already done so, it is time for us to nail our colours to the mast.  It is time for us to courageously declare our 
faith in Jesus as the living God whom we serve!  
 
b) To Declare God’s Judgement  
But Elijah didn’t only declare his faith, he also declared God’s judgement on King Ahab and his nation.  “There will be neither 
dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.”  1 Kings 17:1 
 
In Ireland we often see too much rain.  After this week of wet and windy weather, the idea of a dry spell would be nice.  But 
Israel was accustomed to such dry times.  The nation could easily withstand a few weeks, maybe even a few months of blue 
skies.   
 
But a few years would be different!  Rivers would dry up.  Wells would become dry.  Crops would fail.  Life would be put at 
risk!  This was going to hurt!   
 
This wasn’t an easy message to deliver – especially as it was a direct challenge to Ahab as a worshipper of Baal.  That’s 
because Baal-worshipers believed that their god was the god of rain!  And so this drought, would show without doubt that 



the Lord, and not Baal, controls the weather.  This was a un unmistakable demonstration of the power of God and the 
powerlessness of Baal. 
 
Elijah was basically throwing down the gauntlet to Ahab.  “There’s not going to be any rain here for years – and your little 
idols can’t do anything about it!”  That’s courage! 
 
Today we live in an age of so-called tolerance.  We’re told that every belief is equally valid and that it is intolerant to say 
that anyone is wrong.  We’re supposed to be open-minded and accepting of every person’s ethical and moral standards. 
 
And, of course, as Christians, we must follow Jesus’ example of respecting people’s right to choose what they believe and 
how they live.  There is no place for us to use pressure, manipulation or ridicule as we share our faith.  But we also need to 
be courageous enough to declare the truth of the gospel however it appears to others. 
 
Acts 4:12 says: “Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must 
be saved.” And so we need to be willing to courageously declare that Jesus is the only way to God, and also acknowledge 
that this means that all who refuse to trust in Jesus are lost and under God’s condemnation.  Today, it still takes courage to 
declare the truth of the gospel!   
 
4. Irrefutable Conviction  
So why did Elijah take his stand and speak so courageously in such a hostile environment?  Well, I think this was because of 
his irrefutable conviction in the power, purpose and person of his God.   
 
a) The Power of God  
First of all, Elijah believed that God had the power to control the weather system.  James records that “Elijah was a man just 
like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.” James 5:17 
 
Even with all our advances in technology, we find it difficult enough just to predict what weather we’re going to have, never 
mind controlling it.  But Elijah believed that God had the power to do what nobody else could do. 
 
b) The Purpose of God  
He also believed that this drought was in the purpose of God.   This was based on God’s Word.  In Deuteronomy 11:16-17, 
God had warned: “Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. 17 Then 
the Lord’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut the heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no 
produce.”  
 
In turning to Baal, his people had done exactly what God had warned them against.  And so Elijah was sure that God would 
keep his promise and allow his people to suffer the consequences of their own actions.  Elijah was simply taking God at his 
word! 
 
Real faith is not based on our wishful thinking.  Rather it is always based on the Word of God.  “Faith comes from hearing 
the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ." Romans 10:17   
 
c) The Person of God  
But finally, Elijah’s courage was also based on his confidence in the person of God.  He declared: “The Lord, the God of 
Israel, lives.”  1 Kings 17:1   
 
He knew that the idols of Baal and Asherah were nothing but dead lumps of wood, stone or gold.  But as his name stated, he 
was sure that the Lord is God.  And he was willing to stake everything he was and had on this truth!   
 
Conclusion  
This is the key to the irrefutable conviction that we’ll see in Elijah throughout his life.  Despite the insignificance of his 
original circumstances and the impossibility of challenges he faced, he stood with incredible courage and spoke out for God 
because he believed in the power of God, he knew the word of God, and he was willing to place his whole life in the hands 
of the one, true and living God.   
 
I pray that as we consider the life of Elijah, we will be encouraged to do the same.   
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