
ECF 18th January 2015 1 Kings 17:2-6 Depending on God in Dry Times 
Finding yourself in the desert, in the middle of nowhere, miles from help and with no resources would be a frightening 
experience. Here’s some tips from Bear Grylls:  Video: Worst Case Scenario – Desert Survival Tips 
 
Bear Grylls is an expert in survival.  He makes getting out of impossible situation look possible, even if often extremely 
unpleasant.  I really don’t think I could eat the kind of stuff he eats, no matter how hungry I was! 
 
But surely the best idea is to avoid getting into these impossible situations in the first place.  Don’t go out into the desert.  
Don’t go where there are limited resources.  Don’t go off on your own where you can’t get help.  Stay where it is 
comfortable, safe and secure.  That’s the most sensible plan!  
 
But God had a different idea for Elijah.  Right at the start of the driest years Israel would ever seen, God commanded Elijah 
to head out on his own!   
 
Let’s read from 1 Kings 17:2-6: “Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 3 “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the 
Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan. 4 You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens to feed you there.  
5 So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed there. 6 The ravens 
brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook.” 
 
1. Follow God’s Plan 
This was a strange plan.  Last week we saw Elijah stand up and declare God’s judgement on King Ahab’s idolatrous reign: 
“There will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.” 1 Kings 17:1  His actions were courageous.  
His words full of conviction about the power of the Lord, his God.   
 
But what would Elijah do next?  He had just taken his first step into prophetic ministry.  He’d confronted the worst king that 
the northern kingdom of Israel had ever seen.  He’d issued a direct challenge to Baal, the so-called storm god. 
 
Now, surely he was pumped up and ready for the next phase of ministry, the next challenge in his service for God.  Was that 
going to be a confrontation with the prophets of Baal, a preaching tour of Israel explaining the reason for the drought and a 
call to repentance, or maybe take a leadership role in the community of those still loyal to the Lord?  What did God have in 
store for this faithful and courageous spokesman? 
 
a) Even When it is Confusing 
“Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan.” 1 Kings 17:2.   Nobody is sure exactly where 
the Kerith Ravine is, but it was somewhere east of the River Jordan. 
 
Do you remember where Elijah was from?  Tishbe in Gilead, out in the sticks, east of the River Jordan.  God was basically 
telling Elijah, to turn tail and head back to where he came from.   
 
And not only that.  He was to go and hide there.  Hide from King Ahab and his wicked queen.  Hide from the people of Israel 
at this critical time.  Get out of the limelight, just when he had stepped into it.  Surely it is kind of difficult to be a prophet 
when there is nobody else around! 
 
And what was he to do there?  What important work had he to carry out?  “You will drink from the brook, and I have 
ordered the ravens to feed you there.” 1 Kings 17:4  That’s all.  No important message to deliver.  No miracle to perform.  
No battle to fight.  
 
This was God’s confusing command.  Go back the way you came.  Hide from everybody.  And I’ll keep you alive.   It didn’t 
make much sense! 
 
But that’s often the case with God’s commands. God’s plans are often different from ours.  “’For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the Lord.” Isaiah 55:8 
 
God works in ways that we’d never think of and that we struggle to understand.  He commands us to do things that go 
against what comes naturally.  He calls us to follow him in ways that we’d never choose. 
 
Maybe right now you are sitting here struggling to understand why God is working in a certain way in your life?  Why would 
he allow this to happen?  Why would he ask me to do this?  Why would he not answer my prayers my way?  
 



b) Because he is Lord  
On the face of things, God’s commands didn’t make a lot of sense.  But look at what Elijah did. “So he did what the Lord had 
told him.” 1 Kings 17:5  He left the excitement of his public ministry just as it was starting.  He left the bright lights of the 
capital city.  And he went to sit beside a stream.  And “He… stayed there.” 1 Kings 17:5   
 
We’re not told how Elijah felt.  We don’t know if he was frustrated, confused, angry or relieved.  We’re not told what he 
thought of this plan.  We don’t know if he understood it or agreed with it or not.  All we know is that he obeyed.  He went 
because God had told him to.   
 
Last week, we read how Elijah claimed to serve the Lord: “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve.” 1 Kings 17:1.  
We also saw that his name meant “My God is Yahweh” or “The Lord is my God.”  If that was true, then Elijah had to obey 
God, even when he didn’t understand, even when he couldn’t see why? 
 
Sometimes we ask God to reveal his will out of curiosity, or so that we can consider it!  But God doesn’t want to reveal his 
will so that we can decide whether it is good or not.  God wants to reveal his will so that we can obey it! 
 
This is what it means to follow the Lord.  Jesus said: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24.  It means we acknowledge that Jesus is Lord and commit to going wherever he leads 
– whether we understand it or not, whether we like it or not, whether we can see the purpose in it or not.  We go where he 
leads because we have accepted Jesus as our Lord, and that we believe that his will is always good, pleasing and perfect 
even if it is confusing! 
 
2. Rest in God’s Protection 
So what was God doing?  Why did God send Elijah back east?  Well, part of the reason seems to have been to protect him.  
Over the next few years, as the  rains would fail, the rivers dry up and the crops die, Elijah’s life and ministry would be in 
danger.   
 
a) From His Enemies 
During this time, Ahab was searching for him.  Later on, Obadiah told Elijah: “There is not a nation or kingdom where my 
master has not sent someone to look for you. And whenever a nation or kingdom claimed you were not there, he made 
them swear they could not find you.” 1 Kings 18:10  Elijah was a wanted man. 
 
Perhaps Ahab was looking for him to force him to call off the drought.  After all, Elijah had claimed that “There will be 
neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.” 1 Kings 17:1  If Ahab would have found Elijah, he’d have 
used all his persuasion and power to force Elijah to call for rain.   
 
But more than likely, he was also looking to kill him.  As we’ve seen, Queen “Jezebel was killing off the Lord’s prophets.”  1 
Kings 18:4.  I’m sure Elijah would have been near the top of her list. 
 
The Bible tells us that we’re also on the most-wanted list.  “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour.” 1 Peter 5:8  When we trusted in Jesus we entered God’s kingdom.  That means we became the 
enemy of the Evil One.  He is out to deceive, distract, discourage, defeat and destroy us. 
 
But we can rest in God’s protection.  Paul calls us to “Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against 
the devil’s schemes.” Ephesians 6:11  We don’t need to be afraid because we can warp around us his truth, protect our 
heart with his righteousness, stand in his gospel, be shielded by his faith, be confident in his salvation, and attack the lies 
with his Word.   
 
And we can face the battle in our lives with the assurance that no matter what, we are held securely by our Lord and 
Saviour.  Jesus has promised us: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no-one can snatch them out of my 
hand.” John 10:28   
 
b) From Himself 
God was protecting Elijah from his enemies.  But perhaps God was also protecting him from himself.   
 
Had Elijah stayed, he might have been tempted to compromise – maybe because of the pressure put on him by others, or 
because he would see the terrible suffering that the drought was causing around him, or maybe even because pride would 
stir in his heart as he would be the man of the moment.   
 



Even God’s servants are susceptible to fear, second-thoughts, or pride.  Sometimes God needs to get his people away from 
a situation to protect them from themselves. 
 
After Jesus miraculously fed 5000 men plus women and children from just a small boy’s lunch of 5 loaves and 2 small fish, 
Matthew records that “Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowd.” Matthew 14:22  
 
It seems strange that Jesus would be in such a hurry to send his disciples away – especially as he was sending them into a 
storm on the Sea of Galilee.  Surely there was a great opportunity for more ministry here.  This crowd had just eaten a free 
lunch.  They’d be willing to listen to more teaching.   
 
But John tells us that Jesus knew that “They intended to come and make him king by force.”  John 6:15  The free meal had 
fed their political ambitions and they wanted to force Jesus’ hand and make him king.  
 
But Jesus knew that this is not God’s plan.  He hadn’t come to set up an earthly kingdom by force and provide prosperity 
and political power to Israel.  He’d come to lay down his life on a cross to bring sinners into a heavenly kingdom.   
 
But Jesus was aware of his disciples’ weakness.  He knew that they were susceptible to this kind of thinking.  And so to 
protect their hearts and minds he sent them across the lake.  They were safer in the storm in God’s will than with the 
crowds out of it.  
 
Jesus taught us to pray: “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” Matthew 6:13.  We need to ask God 
to keep us out of situations that would be too much for us to resist.  And we must also be willing to lose out in any way, if it 
means that we stick in the centre of God’s will!   
 
3. Trust in God’s Provision 
So God took Elijah out of a dangerous situation and kept him safe.  But he was also teaching him to trust in his provision.   
 
Growing up in Scotland means I haven’t really experienced many droughts.  I do remember a particularly hot summer of 
1995.  It sticks in my mind because Lorna and I were just becoming ‘good friends’!  I remember going to uni for weeks in 
shorts and t-shirt and being really glad that a lot of my experiments in the lab at that time had to be performed in a big 
freezer.   
 
a) Naturally  
But Elijah didn’t have that luxury.  He had to depend on the cooling water from the brook naturally running through the 
Kerith Ravine.  That doesn’t seem so bad, until you remember that he’d just promised Ahab that there wasn’t going to be 
any rain or dew.  No rain, meant no stream, sooner or later.   
 
And so as Elijah stayed there and as “he drank from the brook.” 1 Kings 17:6 he’d need to keep believing that God would 
continue to provide.   
 
b) Supernaturally  
That would take faith,  but I think it would take more faith to believe in God’s promise of food: “I have ordered the ravens to 
feed you there.” 1 Kings 17:4 
 
This seems so unbelievably odd that some people have gone to extremes to try to find natural explanations for this.  Some 
suggest that the Hebrew word for ravens could be changed a little to stand for Arabs, or some other itinerant peoples.  But 
instead, we just need to believe that the God who created these animals and the world they live in, could also command 
them to take bread and meat to his servant morning and night! 
 
Our situations are very different from Elijah’s.  And probably we’ll never have to depend on such strange food delivery 
methods.  But Jesus taught us to: “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” Matthew 6:26   
 
Like Elijah we need to depend on God’s provision.  We can overcome the worry and stress of thinking that it all depends on 
us, because whether through natural or supernatural means, God will provide for us, his children.   
 
This was Paul’s experience, even through some tough times, and he encourages us with these amazing words: “My God will 
meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 



 
4. Experience God’s Preparation 
Of course, God could have done this differently for Elijah.  Next week we’ll see how God continued to care for him through a 
Gentile woman in Sidon.  And during this time, Obadiah, a follower of God who worked in the palace had protected a 
number of other prophets.  “Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves, fifty in each, and had 
supplied them with food and water.” 1 Kings 18:4 
 
So why did God decide to protect and provide for Elijah in this strange way out on his own?  Well, the passage doesn’t say, 
but it does match with what God often does to prepare his servants.   
 
Before God works in power through his people, he often takes time to work in them.  And that work often happens in times 
of need, solitude and obscurity.   
 

 As we’ve been reading this week in the Community Bible Experience, he called Abram to wander in Canaan for many 
years before fulfilling his promise of a son.   

 Next week, we’ll read how God prepared Moses for 40 years in the desert of Midian, before he was ready to lead his 
people into freedom.  

 Later we’ll read about Joshua’s 40 years of training in the shadow of Moses, and spending time with the Lord at the 
Tent of Meeting, before he was ready to lead. 

 David spent years in the desert running from Saul, learning to depend on God and be an example to his men. 
 

This pattern is also seen in the New Testament: 

 John the Baptist spent his time in the desert on a diet of locusts and wild honey. 

 Paul spent time in Arabia preparing for his difficult and demanding ministry. 

 Even Jesus spent 30 years living in relative obscurity, as well as 40 more days in the desert immediately before 
beginning his public ministry. 

 
These times probably didn’t feel like the most important or pleasant to these people.  They might have felt like they were 
wasting time.  But God knew that they were crucial periods of preparation for the challenges that lay ahead of them. 
 
a) Time Alone with God 
Yes there are times we need to get active and involved in serving the Lord.  There is so much that needs to be done and so 
little time to do it! 
 
But there are also times when we need to “Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10  Times when we need to take a 
step back from the busyness and distractions of our lives and grow in our relationship with and dependence on our Lord. 
 
Sometimes circumstances force us into those experiences.  If you find yourself in that this morning, don’t worry – God is 
faithful to his promise and he will protect you and provide for you through it all.   
 
But if we are going to be able to keep standing for the Lord in these days of difficulty and drought, then we need to be 
willing to take time out each day to connect with God, to rest in his presence, to express our dependence on him, and let 
him speak into our hearts. 
 
Conclusion 
The desert doesn’t seem like a good place to be – and yet because of his faith and obedience, for Elijah it was his training 
ground.  There he learned to follow God’s plan no matter how strange, to rest in God’s protection and depend on God’s 
provision whatever the situation.  There he grew into the man of God we’ll see in the next few weeks.   
 
I pray that each of us will learn to do the same and be ready to serve our Lord.  
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