
ECF 1st February 2015 1 Kings 18:1-16 Caring for God’s People in Dangerous Times 
When I was young, I read lots of stories about men and women of the past who did amazing things for God - people like 
William Tyndale, William Carey, Amy Carmichael, Hudson Taylor, David Livingstone, George Muller, Jim and Elizabeth Elliot, 
Keith Green.   
 
Despite huge challenges and severe struggles, these men and women took the message of God’s love and grace to people 
who’d often never heard it before in incredible ways.  As a result of their sacrifice and hard work, thousands of people’s life 
were changed forever.   
 
More recently I’ve read a bit about Billy Graham, Brother Yun, Jim Cymbala, Bill Hybels, Charles Colson, Philip Yancy – who 
in their own ways, have seen God work through them. 
 
Learning about these amazing Christians has been a huge challenge and encouragement to me.  But sometimes, it can also 
be a bit discouraging.  When I compare my life to theirs, then it just doesn’t match up.  I’ve never seen God work in the 
ways that they did.  My experience of God working through me seems so small and insignificant in comparison!   
 
But is that a problem to God?  Is God disappointed in me because I’m not more like these people?  Or is it ok that my life 
and experience of him have been different? 
 
Elijah was an amazing man of God, who spoke against King Ahab with such courage and conviction in really difficult times.  
During the 3.5 years of drought he saw God miraculously provide for him and wonderfully answer his prayers.   
 
But there were other men and women of God at that time whose experiences were very different.  In 1 Kings 18 we are 
introduced to Obadiah.  His life was very different from Elijah’s, and yet he was also committed to the Lord his God and as a 
result cared for God’s people in a very dangerous time. 
 
1 Kings 18:1-7: “After a long time, in the third year, the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Go and present yourself to Ahab, 
and I will send rain on the land.” 2 So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab. 
Now the famine was severe in Samaria, 3 and Ahab had summoned Obadiah, who was in charge of his palace. (Obadiah was 
a devout believer in the Lord. 4 While Jezebel was killing off the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and 
hidden them in two caves, fifty in each, and had supplied them with food and water.) 5 Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go 
through the land to all the springs and valleys. Maybe we can find some grass to keep the horses and mules alive so we will 
not have to kill any of our animals.” 6 So they divided the land they were to cover, Ahab going in one direction and Obadiah 
in another.  
7“As Obadiah was walking along, Elijah met him. Obadiah recognised him, bowed down to the ground, and said, “Is it really 
you, my lord Elijah?” 
 
1. Stay where God has Placed You 
“Obadiah was a devout believer in the Lord.”  1 Kings 18:3.  He was a committed follower and worshipper of the one true 
and living God.  The way he bowed down in respect to Elijah shows that.  And yet, he didn’t follow Elijah’s path in life.   
 
Elijah had travelled from Tishbe, east of the Jordan, to confront Ahab in Samaria.  Then he had gone back east to the Kerith 
Ravine, then 100 miles north to Zarepheth in Sidon.  Now Elijah was on the move again, following God’s commands to again 
confront Ahab, “Go and present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the land.”  1 Kings 18:1 
 
But while Elijah was doing all of this, Obadiah had stayed in Samaria.  He held a prominent position in King Ahab’s 
government: He “was in charge of his palace.”  1 Kings 18:3.   
 
a) Even when it is Uncomfortable  
This mustn’t have been easy for Obadiah.  Samaria was the focus of God’s wrath and so the city suffered greatly from the 
lack of rain.  “The famine was severe in Samaria.”  1 Kings 18:2   It would’ve been distressing to daily watch the suffering of 
his people. 
 
But it would’ve been even more distressing to live among all that immorality and idolatry.  Under Jezebel’s influence, 
Samaria had been turned into a centre of Baal worship.  Ahab had “…set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he 
built in Samaria.” 1 Kings 16:32  
 
So each day, Obadiah was confronted with the sin of his people.  Each day he’d watch helplessly as his king would lead his 
people further and further from God.  Each day Obadiah had to resist the temptation and pressure to conform to what 



everyone else was doing. 
 
It wasn’t easy for Elijah to confront the king so courageously and then head to the Kerith Ravine and depend on God’s 
provision.  But it wasn’t easy for Obadiah to stay either!  But Obadiah stayed in the city, because he was committed to 
staying where God had placed him.  
 
I think many of us know  what that might have felt like.  We also get tired of being surrounded by a society that on the 
whole has turned from God.  We’re distressed to watch lives fall apart as people try to cope without hope and without God.  
Some of us work alongside colleagues or managers who put pressure on us to compromise our standards and integrity.  
Some of us live in homes where our faith is misunderstood, criticised or even ridiculed.  
 
Maybe the idea of packing it all in and going off into the desert with God seems attractive.  Wouldn’t it be nice to turn our 
back on this fallen and sin-cursed world and leave it all behind? 
 
But this isn’t God’s plan for most of our lives.  Jesus prayed, “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that 
you protect them from the evil one.” John 17:15.  Jesus doesn’t want his people to retreat from this world and live in 
isolated communities.    
 
Yes, he wants us to be set apart from the evil of this world.  We’re called to live as God’s holy people, sanctified through his 
Spirit and his word.  But he wants us to live in this world.  Jesus also prayed: “As you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world.”  John 17:18   He wants us to be salt and light in this dying and dark world.   
 
So God may ask some of us to be like Elijah and leave our community for a life of solitude for a while, but for most of us, he 
wants us to stay where we are.  Even although it is uncomfortable, this is where God has placed us – and if we are devoted 
to him, then this is where we should stay! 
 
2. Serve As God has called you  
Of course, in some ways it is strange to think of this man of God serving the most wicked king Israel had ever seen.  In one 
of the commentaries I read this week, they declared that Obadiah must have compromised in his commitment to God.  
They claimed it was impossible for him to serve King Ahab and serve the Lord at the same time.  But is that true?   
 
a) Even when it is Complicated 
It would have been complicated.  Obadiah must have been confronted with some difficult situations and decisions.  But did 
that mean it was impossible for his to serve God?  
 
When Obadiah met Elijah, he was searching for “grass to keep the horses and mules alive.”  1 Kings 18:5.  The lack of rain 
had led to a huge shortage of grazing land.  And so in a desperate attempt to keep his animals alive, Ahab had sent Obadiah 
to look for grass in one direction as he went in the other. 
 
And these animals weren’t King Ahab’s pets.  They were essential for the defence of his country.  This was a security issue.  
And so as Obadiah was serving Ahab, he was actually serving God and his people.  
 

 Joseph did something similar in Egypt.  As the Prime Minister of Egypt, he served Pharaoh, someone who thought of 
himself as a god.  But at the same time, Joseph was serving the Lord as he saved that nation and his family. 

 Daniel and his friends, they worked for Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.  Sometimes their commitment to God 
brought them into conflict with the king’s commands.  But at other times they served God by faithfully working in his 
government.   

 Despite the fact that Naaman was the commander of Aram, Israel’s enemy, his slave girl served God by telling him 
where he could be healed.   

 Esther was queen to King Xerxes when she served God by speaking up for her people.  

 Nehemiah was an amazing man of faith in God who served as the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. 
 
We don’t need to be like Elijah, living on the edge of society, travelling around preaching God’s word in order to serve our 
Lord.  We can serve him wherever we are, in our everyday jobs, families and communities.  Paul wrote: “Slaves, obey your 
earthly masters in everything… with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”  Colossians 3:22–23    
 
Yes it is complicated.  Sometimes we’ll need to refuse to do what we’re asked.  But we can serve the Lord where we are 
when we faithfully and wholeheartedly do the work he’s put into our hands.  



3. Share with God’s people who are in need 
And that’s what Obadiah did.  He served God by serving in Ahab’s palace.  But he also served God by working against Ahab’s 
wife.   
 
“While Jezebel was killing off the LORD’s prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves, 
fifty in each, and had supplied them with food and water.” 1 Kings 18:4  He didn’t have the power to stop Jezebel and her 
campaign of violence against the Lord’s prophets.  But he saved those that he could!   
 
a) Even when it Is Costly 
This was an expensive thing to do.  Food and water was scarce at this time, and it is then that prices always rise.   
And there’s no mention of Obadiah receiving miraculous deliveries of food by ravens like Elijah did in the Kerith Ravine.  
Neither were his jars miraculously replenished like those of the widow of Zarephath.  Instead Obadiah gave out of his own 
resources to care for his fellow believers.   
 
When we see our brothers and sisters in need, God wants us to do what we can to share our resources with them.  “As we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” Galatians 6:10 
 
This is the costly love that God wants us to express in our lives.  A love that isn’t limited to words and sentiment, but that is 
demonstrated in giving and action, even when it could cost us dear.   
 
That was the case for Obadiah.  His care for these prophets wasn’t only expensive, it could also have been incredibly 
dangerous.  If it had been discovered by Jezebel, he would not have survived.  But he was willing to risk his own safety for 
the sake of his fellow believers. 
 
1 John 3:16 says: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers.” Each day we’re called to put the needs and interests of others ahead of our own and share our time, 
our care, our support, our resources with God’s family.   
 
Other people might not be impressed with these small and everyday acts of service.  But our Lord is.  He has promised us, 
“If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple… he will certainly not lose his 
reward.” Matthew 10:42  
 
4. Speak honestly about your struggles 
But there’s one more lesson from Obadiah that we can learn.  He stayed in Ahab’s palace, served his people there and 
shared with those who were in need despite the cost and the danger.  But Obadiah wasn’t fearless.    Read 1 Kings 18:8-14: 
8 “Yes,” he replied. “Go tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’ ” 
9 “What have I done wrong,” asked Obadiah, “that you are handing your servant over to Ahab to be put to death? 10 As 
surely as the Lord your God lives, there is not a nation or kingdom where my master has not sent someone to look for you. 
And whenever a nation or kingdom claimed you were not there, he made them swear they could not find you. 11 But now 
you tell me to go to my master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ 12 I don’t know where the Spirit of the Lord may carry you when I 
leave you. If I go and tell Ahab and he doesn’t find you, he will kill me. Yet I your servant have worshipped the Lord since my 
youth. 13 Haven’t you heard, my lord, what I did while Jezebel was killing the prophets of the Lord? I hid a hundred of the 
Lord’s prophets in two caves, fifty in each, and supplied them with food and water. 14 And now you tell me to go to my 
master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ He will kill me!” 
 
Obadiah knew that Ahab had been searching for Elijah for years.  He also knew that God was able to take Elijah anywhere 
he wanted.  It wasn’t a ridiculous fear as at the end of Elijah’s life on earth, God did just that!   
 
Obadiah also knew that if he told Ahab that Elijah was here and then God took him away, his life would be under threat.  
Ahab wasn’t the forgiving type!  And so Obadiah was afraid! 
 
b) Even when We Might be Criticised 
It would be easy to criticise him for this.  At this point he looks very different from Elijah.  So far we’ve seen him as a fearless 
man of faith.  Without any apparent hesitation or concern he walked into King Ahab’s presence with a message of 
judgement.  And then, even although he was at the top of Ahab’s most wanted list, he was again willing to speak to the 
king!   
 
But faith and fear are not mutually exclusive.  Devoted followers of God often struggle with their fears and feelings.   

 Moses was terrified when God called him to go back to Egypt to lead his people to freedom.   



 Joshua also knew what it was to be afraid because when he took over from Moses, the Lord’s message was “Be strong 
and courageous.”  Joshua 1:6.   

 Gideon was afraid when God called him to free his people from the Midianites, even although the angel of the Lord 
said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” Judges 6:12 

 The apostle Paul knew fear.  In Corinth, the Lord appeared to him to tell him,  “Do not be afraid.”  Acts 18:9 

 And even Elijah knew what it was to be afraid, as we’ll see in chapter 19. 
 
So I don’t think we should criticise Obadiah for being afraid.  Instead we should respect him for being honest with his 
feelings.  He’s a top government official being open about his struggles. 
 
And anyway, Elijah didn’t criticise him.  Instead he understood Obadiah’s fears and he tried to alleviate them. “Elijah said, 
“As the Lord Almighty lives, whom I serve, I will surely present myself to Ahab today.”  1 Kings 18:15  He promised him that 
he wasn’t going to put him in an impossible situation.  He wasn’t going to trick this faithful servant of the Lord.   
 
But he also reminded Obadiah who they were serving.  The Lord is the Lord Almighty, the Lord of Hosts, the Lord of the 
Armies of Heaven!  If this is who we’re serving, then there is nothing to fear! 
 
And Obadiah listened and obeyed.  1 Kings 18:16 “So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah.”  He took Elijah at his word and did what God was calling him to do.  Obadiah was honest about his feelings and fears.  
But the crucial thing was that despite them, he continued to serve God.   
 
Someone has said, “Courage is not the absence of fear, but the mastery of it.”  And in our lives faith in God is not always 
seen in our lack of fear, but in our obedience to God’s commands despite how we feel.   
 
Conclusion 
Obadiah wasn’t like Elijah.  He didn’t serve God in the same way.  He didn’t see the same miracles or demonstrations of 
power that Elijah did.  But that was ok, because   

 He stayed where God had placed him. 

 He served as God had called him. 

 He shared with God’s people who were in need. 

 And he did all of this despite his own struggles and fears.   
 
God had a plan for Elijah, and he had a different plan for Obadiah.  The important thing was that they fulfilled God’s specific 
plan for their lives.   
 
God hasn’t asked us to live out someone else’s life.  He isn’t looking for us to be just  like other members of his kingdom.  
He’s designed and equipped us differently.  And he’s looking for us simply to be faithful where he has placed us to live out 
his plan and his purpose for our lives.   
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