
ECF 15th March  2015 2 Kings 2:1-14 Serving God in Declining Times 
Celebrating before you cross the finish line is never a good idea.  Have a look at this:   
Video: Don’t celebrate too soo!  In sport it is so important to keep going right to the end.  Relaxing and celebrating before 
you cross the line is always a foolish thing to do.  Finishing well is important.   
 
This is important in life too.  In our Community Bible Experience I was again reminded of the number of the heroes of faith 
who failed to finish well.  People like Noah and Gideon, and Kings like David, Solomon and Hezekiah all served God in their 
early years, only to stumble into sin in later on.  Finishing well is important.   
 
That’s what Elijah did.  He served God right up to the end.  Let’s read 2 Kings 2:1-12: “When the Lord was about to take 
Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord 
has sent me to Bethel.” 
But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 
3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your 
master from you today?” 
“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “but do not speak of it.” 
4 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” 
And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho. 
5 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your 
master from you today?” 
“Yes, I know,” he replied, “but do not speak of it.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” 
And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on. 
7 Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had 
stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to 
the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” 
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 
10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise 
not.” 
11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the 
two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The 
chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them apart.” 
 
1. A Unique Way to Leave 
Elijah did many things that made him stand out from others.  He confronted kings with courage and conviction.  He was fed 
by ravens in the desert and a poor widow in enemy territory.  He prayed and saw a child come back to life and fire fall from 
heaven.  But it is this episode that makes him stand out more than any other.   
 
The famous saying of Benjamin Franklin says, “In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.”  And 
it is partly true.  Although some people do a great job at avoiding tax, as has been in the news recently with some of the 
American companies in Ireland, death seems to come to us all.   
 
But the Bible records that two people avoided death.  Genesis 5:24 says “Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, 
because God took him away.”  He didn’t die.  He was translated straight from this earth to heaven. 
 
The second is here, as a chariot and horses of fire appeared showing the presence and power of God and “Elijah went up to 
heaven in a whirlwind.” 2 Kings 2:11.  Elijah left the earth and went to be with his Lord, without passing through death.   
 
a) One Day Believers will be Caught up 
But one day, this will be the experience of many Christians when Jesus comes back again.  “The Lord himself will come down 
from heaven… and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air..” 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17  
 
All those who have trusted in Jesus and are still alive on that day, we, like Elijah, go to heaven without passing through 
death!  And that could be us! 
 
2. Be Ready to Leave  
Of course unlike Elijah, we don’t know when that will be.  Elijah knew that he was going to leave that day, and he wasn’t the 



only one.  The prophets at Bethel and Jericho asked Elisha: “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from 
you today?” 2 Kings 2:3 
 
Each time Elisha replied: “Yes, I know… but do not speak of it.” 2 Kings 2:3  Maybe it was too upsetting to talk about, or 
maybe he didn’t want this subject to dominate their last day together.  But what is clear is that they all knew that this was 
going to be Elijah’s last day on earth.  This allowed Elijah to get ready to leave.   
 
a) We Don’t Know When  
We, of course, don’t know the day of our departure from earth.  James reminds us of the uncertainty of our lives: “Why, you 
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes.” James 4:14  
 
And despite people’s attempts to do so, the Bible is clear that nobody knows when Jesus is coming back.  “No-one knows 
about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” Matthew 24:36  
 
So we don’t know when our life on earth will be over.  We don’t know when we will see Jesus face to face.  It could be in 
many year’s time.  It could be today.   
 
And so we need to always be ready to leave.  Jesus told us: “So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come 
at an hour when you do not expect him.” Matthew 24:44  Sooner or later, we will stand before our Lord and Saviour.  Jesus 
doesn’t want that day to come as a surprise and shock.  Instead he wants us to be ready for that day.  He wants us to live 
each day as if we might meet him today.    
 
This is what Dr De Haan tried to do.  He was the founder of the RBC Ministries who produce the Our Daily Bread booklet.  In 
his office he kept a two-word motto.  It simply said, “Perhaps Today.”  He tried to live every day in a way that he was ready 
to meet his Lord.  Are we ready to meet the Lord today?   
 
3. Keep Serving God 
Of course this doesn’t mean that we should be sitting around doing nothing but waiting for Jesus to return.  This was Elijah’s 
last day, but look at how he spent it.  He told Elisha: “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.” 2 Kings 2:2 
 
Over the past weeks, we’ve seen Elijah being told by the Lord to go to King Ahab, to hide in Cherith, to go to a widow in 
Zarephath, to challenge the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel, to challenge Ahab in Naboth’s vineyard, to intercept 
Ahaziah’s messengers heading to Ekron.  Each time he did what the Lord said.  
 
And this is what Elijah did again.  He followed the Lord and went from Gilgal to Bethel and then onto Jericho.  Elijah was still 
obeying God’s commands.   
 
This took him to where there were “the company of prophets.” 2 Kings 2:3  These people were dedicated followers of the 
Lord who were learning how to teach Israel the Word of God.  And so Elijah spent his final day encouraging and teaching 
God’s people.  It was his last day, but he was still following the Lord, still serving him.  
 
a) Run to the Finish 
When Paul wrote to the Philippians he was in a prison cell awaiting trial.  His freedom and opportunities for service were 
severely restricted.  His future was uncertain.  But what hadn’t changed was his commitment to keep serving his Lord.  
“Forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus." Philippians 3:13–14  
 
Over the years, the way that we serve God, the places we go, the ministries we’re involved in, will change.  But our 
commitment to keep serving the Lord must not. 
 
My grandmother served God faithfully for many years.  Her husband died before I was born and so she spent a lot of time 
with us as we grew up.  Some of my earliest memories include washing the windows with her and playing badminton with 
her in our back garden.   
 
She moved in with us for a number of years, but eventually her care-needs were greater than my mum could give and so 
she moved into a nursing home.  But still her service for God wasn’t over.  She often told us how she was praying for us, as 
well as praying for all the missionaries that she knew who were serving God all over the world.  Her opportunities to serve 
were limited, but her commitment was still as strong.   



 
This is what it means to be ready.  It means that we are committed to keep serving God for as long as we can.   
 
4. Keep Declaring God’s Power 
But Elijah wasn’t just a man of words.  He was also a man of action – his whole life was about declaring the power of the 
Lord.  And he did this again on his last day.  With Elisha by his side and 50 prophets watching from a distance, “Elijah took 
his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it.”  2 Kings 2:8   
 
About 600 years previously, Moses had raised his staff and God had opened up the Red Sea to rescue his people from Egypt.  
40 years later, Joshua had told the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant to step into the Jordan and it dried up allowing 
the nation to enter into their Promised Land.   
 
Now, Elijah struck the Jordan with his cloak, the symbol of his prophetic ministry, and “The water divided to the right and to 
the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.” 2 Kings 2:8  The message was clear.  The Lord who had rescued 
and provided for his people in the past, was still the God of Israel.   
 
The Kings of Israel had turned to the false gods of the nations around them, but Elijah was again demonstrating, as he’d 
done on Mount Carmel, that “The LORD—he is God!” 1 Kings 18:39 
 
5. Keep Thinking of Others 
Elijah was still serving God and still declaring God’s power.  And despite Elijah’s suggestion for him to stay, Elisha had stuck 
to him like glue.  Elisha knew that this was his last day to be with his mentor, and he didn’t want to miss a thing. 
 
On the other side of the Jordan, Elijah turned to him and asked, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from 
you?” 2 Kings 2:9  Elijah could’ve had a whole host of thoughts, questions, worries in his mind on that day.  But his concern 
was for what he could do for his friend. 
 
Jesus expressed the same selfless concern for others in his last moments.  On the cross, he lovingly placed his mum into the 
care of his trusted disciples as well as reaching out in grace to one of the criminals beside him with the amazing words: 
“Today you will be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:43  
 
But even more amazing, Jesus was on that cross because he was concerned about us.  He is “the Son of Man who loved me 
and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 
 
And Jesus wants us to follow in his footsteps with that same concern for others:  “Each of you should look not only to your 
own interests, but also to the interests of others.” Philippians 2:4   
 
6. Pass on the Baton 
But look at what Elisha asked from Elijah.  He didn’t ask for money or possessions.  His mind was on the work of the Lord: 
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.” 2 Kings 2:9   
 
In those days the firstborn son would be entitled to a double share of the father’s estate, while the younger ones would 
only receive a single share.  Deuteronomy 21:17 refers to this: “He must acknowledge… the firstborn by giving him a double 
share of all he has.”  
 
Years earlier, in obedience to the Lord’s command, Elijah had interrupted Elisha’s work in ploughing a field.  “Elijah went up 
to him and threw his cloak around him.” 1 Kings 19:19.  In this way he had called Elisha into this role of being his apprentice 
and successor.  So in asking for a double portion, all Elisha was doing was asking that this call would be fulfilled, that he 
would be Elisha’s successor.  
 
He knew that Elijah’s ministry had not been easy.  He’d seen the opposition, hardship and danger.  But Elisha knew that 
Elijah had overcome in the power and strength of the Lord.  He wanted the same strength and power to follow in his  
footsteps.   
 
This was God’s gift to give, but Elijah promised: “If you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.” 
2 Kings 2:10  And so when Elisha saw Elijah was taken into heaven, his call was confirmed.   
 
In sadness of loss, he tore his clothes and then: 2 Kings 2:13-14: “He picked up the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and went 
back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak that had fallen from him and struck the water with it. 



“Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and 
he crossed over.”  Elijah’s work was done.  But he had passed the baton onto Elisha, and God’s work would be continued.   
 
We also need to be willing to pass on the baton for God.  The truth that we have received from God is such a precious thing 
that we mustn’t keep it for ourselves.  Paul wrote to Timothy: “The things you have heard me say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others." 2 Timothy 2:2  Paul had grounded Timothy in 
God’s Word and encouraged him in his faith.  Now, he wanted Timothy to share this truth with others, who in turn could 
share it with even more.   
 
7. This is not the End 
And so Elijah’s work was over.  He left this earth in a whirlwind.  But this was not the end for Elijah.  He’d faithfully served 
the Lord his God – and now he went to be with him.   
 
The New Testament demonstrates this.  One day Jesus was transfigured on a mountain.  His face and clothes shone like the 
sun giving Peter, James and John a glimpse of his true glory.   But then, “There appeared before them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with Jesus.” Matthew 17:3    
 
Centuries before, Moses had died and had been buried and Elijah had been caught up to heaven.  But because of their faith, 
they lived on.  They were still very much alive! 
 
And the same will be true of us, if we’ve trusted in Jesus.  Whether we have to pass through death or whether we will be 
caught up alive to meet the Lord in the air when he returns, we can know that we will live on with the Lord.  Jesus said: “I 
am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die.” John 11:25–26  
 
Conclusion 
And this means our lives on earth matter for all eternity.  So let’s not give up or give in too soon.  Like Elijah, let’s finish well.  
Let’s keep on serving God, keep on declaring God’s power, keep sharing God’s truth with others and encourage those who 
come behind us.  Let’s live each day as if this will be the day we meet the Lord our God!.  
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