
ECF 1st March 2015 1 Kings 21 Preaching for God in Depraved Times 
Sometimes we can all be tempted to keep quiet when we should speak up.  Video: Missing the Boat! 
 
There could’ve been loads of reasons why the guy on the bank didn’t shout out to warn the person that he was heading for 
danger.  Maybe he didn’t care.  Maybe he was worried about how they’d react.  Maybe he hoped that somebody else would 
warn him.  But whatever the reason, he shouldn’t have stayed silent.  He should have spoken up.   
 
He should have followed Elijah’s example.  In 1 Kings 21, Elijah was given an assignment by God to again speak up against 
King Ahab.  It was a difficult message, at a particularly depraved time in his nation.  But despite the danger, Elijah refused to 
stay silent.   
 
1. An Honourable Man  
1 Kings 21:1-3: “Some time later there was an incident involving a vineyard belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. The vineyard 
was in Jezreel, close to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2 Ahab said to Naboth, “Let me have your vineyard to use for a 
vegetable garden, since it is close to my palace. In exchange I will give you a better vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you 
whatever it is worth.” 
3 But Naboth replied, “The Lord forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my fathers.” 
 
a) Not Everyone has a Price  
Some people say that everyone has a price, that you can get people to do anything as long as you offer them enough.  
Naboth disagreed.  King Ahab wanted this piece of land because it was near his palace.  He offered Naboth money, or an 
exchange with a better vineyard somewhere else.   
 
But Naboth point blank refused at any price.  This was because he was committed to obeying God’s law.  
 
Leviticus 25:23 said, “The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my 
tenants.”  God had divided up this land and given it to the different tribes and families.  And they  were not free to give it to 
anyone else.  Even if they had to sell some land to pay off a debt, this would return to their family at the Year of Jubilee.   
 
And so: “No inheritance in Israel is to pass from tribe to tribe, for every Israelite shall keep the tribal land inherited from his 
forefathers.”  Numbers 36:7.  So Naboth was honouring God by refusing the king.  He clearly believed that the Lord was a 
higher authority than his king. 
 
b) Obey God Rather Than Men  
It should be the same for us.  Paul commands: “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities.” Romans 13:1.  
We should obey the laws of our land, pay our taxes, give respect and pray for our leaders.   
 
But this submission to human authorities is a limited submission.  When human leaders go against God’s law, then we must 
reply as the apostles did: “We must obey God rather than men!” Acts 5:29  
 
2. Depraved Times 
Naboth did what God wanted him to do, but as what often happens in this sin-cursed and fallen world, he suffered for it.   
 
1 Kings 21:4-16: “So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said, “I will not give you the 
inheritance of my fathers.” He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat. 
5 His wife Jezebel came in and asked him, “Why are you so sullen? Why won’t you eat?” 
6 He answered her, “Because I said to Naboth the Jezreelite, ‘Sell me your vineyard; or if you prefer, I will give you another 
vineyard in its place.’ But he said, ‘I will not give you my vineyard.’ ” 
7 Jezebel his wife said, “Is this how you act as king over Israel? Get up and eat! Cheer up. I’ll get you the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite.” 
8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, placed his seal on them, and sent them to the elders and nobles who lived in 
Naboth’s city with him. 9 In those letters she wrote: 
“Proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth in a prominent place among the people. 10 But seat two scoundrels opposite him 
and have them testify that he has cursed both God and the king. Then take him out and stone him to death.” 
11 So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city did as Jezebel directed in the letters she had written to them… 
15 As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab, “Get up and take possession of the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he refused to sell you. He is no longer alive, but dead.” 16 When Ahab heard that 
Naboth was dead, he got up and went down to take possession of Naboth’s vineyard.” 
 



This incident shows the depth of depravity in the nation of Israel at this time.  But it also reminds us of what is wrong with 
our world!  
 
a) Greed and Selfishness 
The root of this mess was Ahab’s greed and selfishness.  When Naboth refused to sell him his land, “He lay on his bed 
sulking and refused to eat.” 1 Kings 21:4 
 
That’s shocking.  He had so much wealth, land and privileges.  And yet, when someone refused to give him something he 
wanted – he couldn’t cope.  He wanted what he wanted, and didn’t like anyone telling him he couldn’t have it.   
 
I think this is the heart of what’s wrong with this world.  We can’t cope with not getting what we want.  In the Garden of 
Eden, Adam and Eve were literally living in paradise.  God provided them with everything they could ever need.  But they 
still wanted more.  
 
They were prohibited from eating from only one tree: the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  But that’s the tree they 
wanted to eat from most of all: “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, 
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband.” Genesis 3:6   They 
took what didn’t belong to them, and this sin-cursed and fallen world is the result.   
 
And today, people continue to make that choice.  They refuse to allow God to tell them what they can and can’t have or do.  
They believe they have the right to live their lives any way that they want.  Individual choice and personal desires are king.   
 
Of course, if we’re honest, we would admit that we struggle with this too.  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.” Romans 3:23   This sinful root is in our lives and too often we let our desires supersede God’s will.  We take what 
doesn’t belong to us.  Without Christ, we too stand guilty before God.   
 
b) Abuse of power  
Ahab was greedy and selfish, but it was his wife that urged him to take it further.  She ridiculed him for his weakness: “Is this 
how you act as king over Israel?” 1 Kings 21 7  She couldn’t understand why as king, he didn’t just take what he wanted.  
Maybe that is what her dad would’ve done as king of the Sidonians.  
 
But in Israel, the king was not supposed to be the final authority.  The Lord was the ultimate ruler in Israel.  God’s law, and 
not the king, had the final say.  And so when Jezebel used the power of the king to get the vineyard for her husband, she 
was abusing his power.    
 
Today we see many people using their positions of power for their own ends.  It happens in governments, in businesses, in 
communities, in families, even in churches.  But Jesus’ teaching on leadership is very different: “Whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant.”  Mark 10:43  Servant leadership, where we use our privilege and power to serve 
others, is Jesus’ model.   
 
It is also Jesus’ example.  “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” Mark 10:45  As our king, Jesus came to serve us by giving his life for us on the cross – and he calls us to follow in 
his footsteps.   
 
c) Bribery and corruption!   
Jezebel abused her power, but she also abused the law.  She knew that the Mosaic law declared: “Anyone who blasphemes 
the name of the Lord must be put to death.” Leviticus 24:16  
 
She also knew that the law protected the innocent by requiring two witnesses before someone could be convicted: “On the 
testimony of two or three witnesses a man shall be put to death, but no-one shall be put to death on the testimony of only 
one witness.” Deuteronomy 17:6  
 
And so she devised a scheme to bribe two men to give false witness against Naboth.  No doubt for a handsome fee, they 
brought their charges before the people: “Naboth has cursed both God and the king.” 1 Kings 21:13   
 
On the evidence of these false witnesses, Naboth was tried and killed.  2 Kings 9 also tells us that his sons were killed to 
remove any inheritance claim.  And Naboth’s vineyard was taken over by the king.   
 
These actions had the appearance of justice, but they were totally corrupt.  They abused God’s law to do what God hates:  



“There are six things the Lord hates, 
seven that are detestable to him: 
17 haughty eyes, 
a lying tongue, 
hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, 
feet that are quick to rush into evil, 
19 a false witness who pours out lies 
and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.” Proverbs 6:16–19 
This means that all of the injustice, dishonesty, corruption, bribery, fraud and oppression that happens in this world - God 
hates it.  He detests it, “For the Lord is righteous, he loves justice.” Psalm 11:7   
d) Cowardice 
But it wasn’t just the two scoundrels who were complicit in this crime.  The community leaders in Jezreel were also guilty.  
When they received the letters that Jezebel sent to arrange this fraud, “The elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city did 
as Jezebel directed.” 1 Kings 21:11 
 
Naboth had stood up against the king because his request went against God’s law.  But these leaders went along with these 
evil orders.  The Bible commands us to “Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.” Proverbs 31:9  
But out of fear and self-interest these men chose to kill an innocent man rather than stand against the king.   
 
So this was Naboth’s world.  A depraved world of greed and selfishness, where rulers abused their power, where the legal 
system was bought and corrupted, and where others stood silently by. 
 
Unfortunately that sounds all too familiar to us today.  These are the kinds of things we hear on the news daily.  We also live 
in a depraved world where sin is rampant.   
 
3. Preaching God’s Word 
The challenge is how are we going to respond to it?  Are we going to sit silently by, watching sin ruin lives?  Or are we going 
to speak up? 
 
a) A Difficult Message  
1 Kings 21:17-19: “Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 18 “Go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who rules 
in Samaria. He is now in Naboth’s vineyard, where he has gone to take possession of it. 19 Say to him, ‘This is what the Lord 
says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his property?’ Then say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: In the place 
where dogs licked up Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick up your blood—yes, yours!’ ” 
 
This was not an easy assignment for Elijah.  He was again sent to confront the most wicked king that the northern kingdom 
of Israel had ever seen.   
 
And it wasn’t an easy message to give.  It was God’s message that enough was enough.  Judgement was coming!  His sin 
would be punished.  He would die and wouldn’t even be given the dignity of a proper burial!   
 
We also have a difficult message to share to this sinful world.  John 3:36 states: “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 
life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.”  
 
Yes we are called to share the wonderful offer of God’s gift of grace.  We are called to tell people that they can receive 
God’s forgiveness, acceptance and love if they simply put their faith in Jesus.   
 
But we’re also called to warn them that if they refuse this offer, then they are still in their sins, they stand guilty before God 
and one day God will say enough is enough and they will be forever lost.   
 
That’s a difficult message to share, but it is the truth that people desperately need to hear.  They need to hear the warning 
of coming judgment so that they see their need of God’s grace.   
 
b) A Dedicated Messenger  
So what would Elijah do?  Would he confront the king, or would he stay silent? 
 
1 Kings 21:20-24: “Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have found me, my enemy!” 
“I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 21 ‘I am going to bring 



disaster on you. I will consume your descendants and cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel—slave or free. 22 I will make 
your house like that of Jeroboam son of Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have provoked me to anger 
and have caused Israel to sin.’ 
23 “And also concerning Jezebel the Lord says: ‘Dogs will devour Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.’ 
24 “Dogs will eat those belonging to Ahab who die in the city, and the birds of the air will feed on those who die in the 
country.” 
  
Elijah refused to stay silent.  He had been restored to God and restored in his commitment to serve God.  And so he 
courageously went and confronted the king.  He fearlessly declared God’s coming judgement on Ahab and his wicked wife.  
His time was up, his rule was over and his dynasty would be destroyed.   
 
What about us?  Are we willing to share the truth of God’s message?  Can we say with Paul: “I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.” Romans 1:16   
 
Of course this isn’t easy.  It is much easier to stay silent, to leave it for others to do.  If we speak up we might face criticism, 
rejection or ridicule.  But the one who sent Elijah to Ahab, has sent us into the world: “Go and make disciples of all nations.” 
Matthew 28:19  It is our commission, it is the world’s only hope.  And amazingly, God can change lives through us! 
 
4. There’s Still Time for Grace 
That is what Elijah experienced.  1 Kings 21:27-29: “When Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went around meekly. 
28 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 29 “Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before me? 
Because he has humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will bring it on his house in the days of his 
son.” 
 
This wicked king who’d resisted God all through the years of drought, and despite the evidence on Mount Carmel, finally 
humbled himself before the Lord.  His actions showed the genuineness of his repentance.   
 
Unfortunately Jezebel didn’t repent, and his sons followed in his wicked ways and so God’s judgement fell fully on them.  
But as a result of his repentance, Ahab was shown mercy.  His life was spared for now.  The full judgement on his wicked 
dynasty was delayed!   
 
And if you’re here this morning and you haven’t yet trusted in Christ, then today, there is still time for grace.  “Now is the 
time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation.” 2 Corinthians 6:2  If you simply humble yourself before God and put your 
faith in Christ, then you will be fully forgiven, adopted into God’s family, and guaranteed a place in heaven forever.   
 
Conclusion 
This is the message we as followers of Jesus are called to share.  We need to tell this sinful world that condemnation is what 
they deserve and that judgement day is coming.   
 
But we can also confidently declare that whatever they have or haven’t done, however far they’ve gone from God, they can 
be brought into God’s family today.  Our gospel declares that “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
Romans 10:13 
 
This is the message that people need to hear?  Are we willing to speak up and share it?   
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