
ECF 8th March 2015 2 Kings 1:1-17 Confidence in God in Deteriorating Times  
Whether we like it or not, we are influencing those around us.   Have a look at this: Video: I’m watching you dad. 
 
1. Don’t Forget the Power of Example 
I find that a real challenge.  Kids watch how we live, listen to what we say, learn from our example, follow in our footsteps.   
 
This is true in every aspect of our lives, in our wider families, in our neighbourhoods and in our church.  We’re impacting all 
these young lives around us.  But it is especially true for parents and their children.   
 
This has really impacted me again as we read through the Community Bible Experience.  Of course there are exceptions to 
this – kids who fail to follow the good example their parents set, or who break free from their bad example.  Children have 
the privilege and responsibility to make their own choices.  But so often, children follow in their parents’ footsteps – for 
good or for bad.   
 
This was certainly true of Omri’s family.  1 Kings 16:25 states: “Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lord and sinned more than all 
those before him.”   He provided a terrible example for his son, Ahab – and as we’ve seen over the last few weeks, Ahab 
followed in his father’s footsteps.  In fact: “Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before 
him.” 1 Kings 16:30  
 
And although when confronted with Elijah, Ahab humbled himself before the Lord, at least temporarily, still Ahab’s example 
impacted his kids.  When Ahab died in battle, his son Ahaziah became king and 1 Kings 22:52 states:  “He did evil in the eyes 
of the Lord, because he walked in the ways of his father and mother.”  He learned from their example and as a result Israel 
continued to deteriorate and this brought him into direct conflict with Elijah, the prophet of the Lord. 
 
2. Don’t Look for Answers in the Wrong Places 
2 Kings 1:1-4:  “After Ahab’s death, Moab rebelled against Israel. 2 Now Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice of his upper 
room in Samaria and injured himself. So he sent messengers, saying to them, “Go and consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, 
to see if I will recover from this injury.” 
3 But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Go up and meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and ask them, 
‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going off to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?’ 4 Therefore this is 
what the Lord says: ‘You will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!’ ” So Elijah went.” 
 
Moab had been subject to Israel since King David’s time.  But when Ahaziah came to the throne, they seized the opportunity 
to rebel against this control and fight for independence.  This rebellion is recorded in a famous 9th century BC stone tablet 
called the Mesha Stele or Moabite Stone that was discovered in 1868.   
 
Then Ahaziah was seriously injured when he fell through the lattice shielding a window of an upper-story room.  It was such 
a serious injury that Ahaziah wasn’t sure if he would survive. 
 
In this time of crisis, so early on in his reign, it was natural for Ahaziah to be worried.  Any of us in his situation would.  But 
the problem was that instead of turning to God in prayer, Ahaziah sent messengers to a pagan shrine in the Philistine city of 
Ekron, to find out if he would live:  “Go and consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, to see if I will recover from this injury.” 2 
Kings 1:2 
 
Baal-Zebub was one of the local male fertility gods.  The name means “lord of the flies.”  Many suggestions have been made 
about how that name originated, but what is clear is that it later became a name for Satan.  The Pharisees made the 
accusation against Jesus that: “It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.” Matthew 
12:24  
 
So here was Ahaziah, the leader of God’s people, turning his back on the true and living God, and instead putting his trust in 
a false god, a pagan idol, a demonic religion.  He was acting as if “there is no God in Israel.” 2 Kings 1:3  
 
a) Trust in the Lord  
People still look for answers in the wrong places.  They look for answers about their past, present or future in fortune 
tellers, tarot cards, psychic readings, astrology, horoscopes, mediums and a load of different religions and worldviews.  But 
these can’t give us the answers we long for:  “The idols speak deceit, diviners see visions that lie; they tell dreams that are 
false, they give comfort in vain.” Zechariah 10:2  
 
And even more seriously, by looking for answers in these wrong places, people are turning their back on the only one who 



can give them what they’re looking for.  Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father 
except through me.” John 14:6 
 
And so God wants us to come to him with our questions, doubts, worries and cares.  He wants us to trust in him.  He wants 
us to place our past, our present and our future in his hands because he alone knows the end from the beginning, he alone 
can watch over us, provide for us, protect us and rescue us.   
 
This morning we need to turn away from all others and declare: “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God 
is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” Psalm 18:2 
 
Ahaziah looked for the answers in the wrong places.  And so Lord sent Elijah to intercept these messengers and deliver his 
message. “You will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!”  2 Kings 1:4 
 
It was another tough assignment for Elijah, with a difficult message.  But by now we’re not surprised to see Elijah carrying 
out God’s commands.  His name declared that “The Lord is my God”  and he again faithfully lived up to it.  He met the men 
and delivered the message.   
 
3. Don’t Resist God’s Word 
And so the messengers returned to Ahaziah, not with a false message from a false god, but with the truth from the true and 
living God.  2 King 1:5-6: “When the messengers returned to the king, he asked them, “Why have you come back?” 
6 “A man came to meet us,” they replied. “And he said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent you and tell him, “This is what 
the Lord says: Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending men to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? 
Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!” ’ ” 
 

Ahaziah was surprised to see his messengers back so soon.  And he’d probably be shocked to hear what they had to say.  
They told him about a man who’d given them a message of impending death from God. 
 
a) A Message from Elijah  
These messengers didn’t know Elijah, and so they simply described the one who met them as a man.  But if Ahaziah was 
going to respond in the right way, he needed to know who it was.  2 Kings 1:7-8: “The king asked them, “What kind of man 
was it who came to meet you and told you this?” 
8 They replied, “He was a man with a garment of hair and with a leather belt round his waist.” 
The king said, “That was Elijah the Tishbite.” 
 
Growing up, Ahaziah would probably have learned a lot about Elijah and his messages of judgement from the Lord.  Maybe 
he’d even been with his dad on one of the occasions Elijah had confronted him.  Whatever the case, hearing about this man 
dressed in a garment of hair with a leather belt and an uncompromising message convinced Ahaziah that it was Elijah!   
 
There was another prophet who dressed in a similar way.  Like Elijah, John the Baptist lived for a time in the desert and 
“John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt round his waist.” Matthew 3:4.  And this fits with the 
role that John fulfilled in God’s kingdom. 
 
Malachi 4:5 prophesied:  “I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.” As a 
result, people believed that Elijah would return to prepare the way for the Messiah.   
 
When his disciples asked him about this, Jesus said, “Elijah has already come, and they did not recognise him, but have done 
to him everything they wished.” Matthew 17:12  Jesus was speaking about John the Baptist, because he had fulfilled this 
role of preparing the way for the Messiah, in the same style and clothing as Elijah.  
 
b) A Message from God 
So Ahaziah knew that this message came from Elijah.  But that meant that this message was from the Lord, because Ahaziah 
knew that Elijah was the Lord’s prophet.  He was God’s spokesman.  So Ahaziah faced a decision.  What would he do with 
this message of judgement from God?   
 
Last week we read what his dad did when Elijah confronted him with a message of judgement: “When Ahab heard these 
words, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went around meekly.” 1 Kings 21:27  As a 
result he was shown mercy. 
 
But this time, Ahaziah didn’t follow his dad’s example.  He refused to repent.  Instead he dug his heels in and sent his men 



to arrest Elijah.  2 Kings 1:9: “Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his company of fifty men. The captain went up to Elijah, 
who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, “Man of God, the king says, ‘Come down!’ ” 
 
This wasn’t a polite invitation.  Elijah was going to be taken in front of the king, whether he liked it or not!  This was a 
forceful arrest of God’s representative.  It was another act of rebellion against God!   
 
c) The Bible is God’s Word 
When we read the Bible, we’re not just reading words on a page that some man has written.  We are reading the inspired 
Word of God because “All Scripture is God-breathed.” 2 Timothy 3:16 
 
So it is God who is speaking to us through this book and how we respond to the Bible is how we respond to God.  If we resist 
it, reject it, rebel against it or ridicule it – then we are doing this to God.   
 
And so “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” Hebrews 4:7  If we’ve been challenged through reading the 
Bible, if we’ve heard the call to humble ourselves, to confront the issues in our hearts, to turn around in our lives – then we 
mustn’t resist.  We need to repent and ask God for forgiveness and restoration.  Resisting God’s word is a serious issue.    
 
4. Don’t Forget who is In Charge  
And so the soldiers came to arrest Elijah.  They ordered him to come down from the hill.  2 Kings 1:10 “Elijah answered the 
captain, “If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!” Then the fire fell 
from heaven and consumed the captain and his men.” 
 
a) Protecting His Servant 
This can seen quite a disturbing and unnecessarily cruel incident.  But we need to realize that Elijah’s life was being 
threatened.  Ahaziah had shown his intent to cause Elijah harm.  So God was protecting his servant. 
 
Today, God doesn’t want us to do the same as Elijah here.  When Jesus and his disciples came across a Samaritan village 
who didn’t welcome him, James and John asked: “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 
Luke 9:54  They wanted to copy Elijah and destroy these Samarians. 
 
“But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they went to another village.” Luke 9:55-56  He hadn’t come to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through his sacrifice of himself on the cross.  
 
But this incident is a reminder about how God can protect his people from the spiritual battle that we are all part of.  If 
we’ve put our faith in Jesus then we don’t need to be afraid of the unseen spiritual forces of evil in this world, “because the 
one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” 1 John 4:4  We are held in our Saviour’s hand and no-one can 
snatch us away.  We are secure in our Father’s love and nothing and no-one can ever separate us from him.   
 
b) Demonstrating his Authority  
But this wasn’t just about personal protection for Elijah.  The question was really about whether Ahaziah was in charge and 
had the authority to command God’s servants to obey him – or was God in charge, with the authority to command 
Ahaziah’s servants to obey him? 
 
And so this was like at the contest on Mount Carmel.  The fire from heaven was a demonstration of the power and authority 
of God over his people and even over the king.  Ahaziah followed the Baal, the so-called storm god, but Elijah demonstrated 
again that the Lord is God!   
 
But Ahaziah wasn’t about to concede this fact.  Instead of repenting, he again rebelled against God.  2 Kings 1:11: “At this 
the king sent to Elijah another captain with his fifty men. The captain said to him, “Man of God, this is what the king says, 
‘Come down at once!’ ” 
 
Adding this note of urgency, this captain demanded Elijah to bow to the kings’ command.  But Elijah again refused.  2 Kings 
1:12:   “If I am a man of God,” Elijah replied, “may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!” Then 
the fire of God fell from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men.” 
 
But still Ahaziah refused to humble himself before God.  2 Kings 1:13-14: “So the king sent a third captain with his fifty men. 
This third captain went up and fell on his knees before Elijah. “Man of God,” he begged, “please have respect for my life and 
the lives of these fifty men, your servants! 14 See, fire has fallen from heaven and consumed the first two captains and all 
their men. But now have respect for my life!” 



This captain had orders to carry out – but he recognized who was really in charge.  In contrast with the demands of the 
other two captains, this guy humbly asked Elijah to come with him. And God responded with mercy.  2 Kings 1:15-17: “The 
angel of the Lord said to Elijah, “Go down with him; do not be afraid of him.” So Elijah got up and went down with him to 
the king. 
16 He told the king, “This is what the Lord says: Is it because there is no God in Israel for you to consult that you have sent 
messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Because you have done this, you will never leave the bed you are lying 
on. You will certainly die!” 17 So he died, according to the word of the Lord that Elijah had spoken.” 
 
Ahaziah had rejected God’s authority in his life.  He had worshipped false gods, he had looked for answers in from demonic 
forces, he had attacked God’s spokesman, he had refused to accept God’s power – but ultimately he faced God’s judgment.  
He learned who really was in charge. 
 
c) Accept Jesus as Lord  
Many people today live and act as if they’re in charge of their lives.  They claim the right to decide what to do and how to 
live.  But we must never forget who really is in charge in this world. 
 
One day the world will be forced to acknowledge that Jesus is Lord when they face him as judge.  God has declared that “at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:10–11   
 
But today we have the opportunity to willingly accept him as Lord.  We can bow before him, accept his authority in our 
lives, admit our guilt in falling short of his standard, accept his offer of forgiveness and grace, and receive him as our Saviour 
and Lord.   
 
In these deteriorating times in his nation, Elijah stood confidently in the Lord his God.  Are we willing to do the same today? 
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