
ECF 26th April 2015 1 Timothy 1:12-20 Remember God’s Amazing Grace 
In one of his books, Max Lucado tells the story of Maria from Brazil.  Her husband had died when her daughter, Christina 
was an infant.  And so the young mum, got a job as a maid and did what she could to raise her daughter in a poor village.  
 
But as she grew up, her daughter Christina dreamed of the big city.  She longed to leave her dusty neighbourhood for the 
exciting streets and city life.  But when she heard this, Maria was horrified.  She knew the harshness of life in the city.  She 
knew that jobs were scarce, and she was afraid what Christina would have to do to make a living there.   
 
One morning her fears became a reality.  She awoke to find her 15 year old daughter’s bed empty.  She knew where her 
daughter had gone. She also knew what she must do to find her. She quickly got together as much money as possible and 
packed a bag.   
 
On her way to the bus stop she entered a pharmacy to get one last thing.  She sat in the photograph booth, closed the 
curtain, and spent all she could on pictures of herself.  With her purse full of small black and white photos, she boarded the 
next bus to Rio de Janeiro. 
 
Maria began her search.  Bars, hotels, night-clubs, any place with a reputation for prostitution.  She went to them all.  And 
at each place she left her picture—taped to a bulletin board, fastened to a phone booth.  And on the back of each photo, 
she wrote a note.  It wasn’t long before both the money and the pictures ran out, and Maria had to go home.  
 
A few weeks later Christina descended hotel stairs.  Her dream had become a nightmare.  A thousand times over she longed 
to trade these countless beds for her home in the village that felt, in many ways, too far away. 
 
But as she reached the bottom of the stairs, her eyes noticed a familiar face.  She looked again, and there on the lobby 
mirror was a small picture of her mother.  Christina’s eyes burned and her throat tightened as she walked across the room 
and removed the small photo.  Written on the back was this compelling invitation: “Whatever you have done, whatever you 
have become, it doesn’t matter.  Please come home.”  And that is what she did. 
 
This is the wonderful message of the gospel that we know and love, that despite our failures, stubbornness, rebellion, 
selfishness and pride – our heavenly Father longs for us to come home.  It is the message of his unconditional, unending, 
and unlimited love and of his amazing grace.  
 
And yet, so often the church loses sight of this.  It turns away from grace and falls into legalism, self-righteousness and 
condemnation.  And so as Paul continued to teach Timothy how to live as a church, he encouraged him to remember God’s 
abundant grace!   
 
1 Timothy 1:12-20: “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me 
to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I 
acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus. 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I 
am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display 
his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
18 Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following 
them you may fight the good fight, 19 holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have 
shipwrecked their faith. 20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not 
to blaspheme. 
 
1. Be Clear about the Gospel 
The false teachers in Ephesus were wrongly focussed on a wrong application of the law of Moses.  But Paul knew that as a 
church they needed to be clear about the heart of Christianity, the message of grace.  Here he gave a wonderful summary of 
the gospel, a message that he stated what completely true and dependable and universally relevant:  “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.” 1 Timothy 1:15   
 
a) The Focus is Christ 
This reminds us that true Christianity is all about: “Christ Jesus…” 1 Timothy 1:15  He is the centre of our faith.  He is the 
heart of God’s plan for this world.  He is the anointed one, the leader of God’s kingdom, the shepherd of God’s people, the 
Saviour of the world.   



 
Without him, there is no hope, no possibility of salvation, no opportunity for reconciliation with God, no security in this 
world, no future to look forward to, no purpose worth living for.  “Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12  
 
b) The Mission was to Come Here 
But this is only possible because “Christ Jesus came into the world…” 1 Timothy 1:15  This is the incarnation, the greatest 
miracle that ever happened.  The eternal Son of God became human and lived on this earth!   
 
And he did this because of his love for us.  “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.” John 3:16  Jesus 
came as an expression of the Creator’s love for his creation!   
 
c) The Purpose was to Save  
But he came with a clear and vital purpose: “to save.” 1 Timothy 1:15.  He didn’t just come to be with us, to teach us, to 
rebuke us, to challenge us or to be an example to us.  He came to save us, to rescue the lost, feed the hungry, satisfy the 
empty, restore the lonely, raise the dead.  The gospel is a rescue mission!  
 
And he came to do this through the horror of his death on the cross.  As we’ll see later, Paul wrote that Jesus “gave himself 
as a ransom for all men.” 1 Timothy 2:6  It is in giving his life, that he can save others! 
 
d) The Goal was the Unworthy  
But the most amazing thing is that this greatest of all rescue missions wasn’t for those who deserved it.  Jesus didn’t come 
to reward the good and righteous.  He didn’t come in response to the effort of those who were seeking him and trying to 
please him.  He didn’t come to save those who had proved themselves worthy of his love and sacrifice!   
 
Jesus came “to save sinners.” 1 Timothy 1:15  He came to rescue those we were thinking about last week.  He came for the 
“lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious.”  1 Timothy 1:9 – for who had rejected him and 
his rule in their lives, for those who had broken his commands and for those who had messed up their lives and hurt those 
around them. 
 
This is the message of the gospel.  Because of his love, Jesus, the Son of God, came to this earth, to save those who 
deserved nothing but condemnation and punishment.  It is the message of grace!  And when we remember this, it impacts 
how we live as a church.   
 
2. Be Honest about our Guilt 
We live in a world of spin doctors and PR consultants, where so many try to hide their guilt, excuse away their sin, where 
saying “It wasn’t me!” has been our first response since the Garden of Eden.  
  
a) No Need to Hide 
But if we understand the gospel, there is no need to hide who we are!  To his summary of the gospel, Paul added these 
amazing words, “Of whom I am the worst.”  1 Timothy 1:15 
 
This wasn’t false modesty or a problem with low self-esteem.  This was the kind of man he was.  “I was once a blasphemer 
and a persecutor and a violent man.”  1 Timothy 1:13  Before he met Jesus on the road to Damascus, he had rejected and 
ridiculed the deity of Christ.  He had attacked the church in every way he could, arresting them, prosecuting them, and 
assenting their deaths.  And he did this with a mixture of arrogance and brutality that betrayed the kind of man he was!  He 
had thought he was an educated man of God, but he was just ignorant, faithless and cruel.  
 
But Paul was able to be honest about his true guilt, because he knew the gospel of grace.  He knew that despite the kind of 
man he was and the kind of things that he had done, that he was loved by God, chosen by him, forgiven, adopted, accepted, 
and now righteous in God’s sight.   
 
So the depth of his guilt revealed the depth of God’s grace.  “I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ 
Jesus might display his unlimited patience.” 1 Timothy 1:16  If Christ could save someone like him, he can save anyone!    
 
So we can be honest about who we are.  We don’t need to hide our faults and flaws - because Jesus came to save sinners 
just like.  The gospel declares, “Whatever you have done, whatever you have become, it doesn’t matter.  Please come 
home.”   
 



b) No Room for Pride 
But I don’t think Paul could really be claiming that his actions were worse than every other person who had or would live on 
this planet.  Instead I think he was showing us that when you understand the gospel of grace, this is how you see yourself.   
 
When Paul met on that road, he stopped measuring himself by human standards, he stopped comparing himself to others 
and instead saw himself guilty in the light of a holy God.  And when he understood the necessity of Jesus’ death on the cross 
for his sin, he knew that there was no place for any pride, any self-confidence, any self-righteousness.  He could only see 
himself as “the worst of sinners.” 1 Timothy 1:16 
 
The gospel of grace leaves no room for pride.  When you stand at the foot of the cross and look up and see the Son of God 
dying under the weight of our sins, our transgressions, our iniquities, how else can we respond but with “God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.” Luke 18:13 
 
3. Be Thankful for God’s Call 
And this honesty about our guilt, will lead us to be thankful for God’s calling.   
 
a) The Privilege of Service 
Paul started our section by saying thanks “that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service.”  1 Timothy 1:12 
 
Paul was an apostle of Christ Jesus, a missionary who travelled thousands of miles to share the gospel, a church-planter who 
overcame huge opposition, a Christian who suffered terribly for his faith, a dedicated and trustworthy follower of Christ.  
But Paul didn’t look on any of this as something that he had earned, deserved or worked for.  He recognised that his 
privilege to serve Christ was a gift of God’s grace!   
 
This is what he wrote to the Corinthians: “By the grace of God I am what I am.” 1 Corinthians 15:10  Understanding the 
abundance of God’s grace in our lives will motivate us to serve him more fully.  Not out of guilt or duty.  But out of deep 
gratitude and the immense privilege of serving the one who came to save sinners like us!   
 
b) The Power to Serve 
It will also help us to be thankful for the power to serve.  Paul thanked Jesus “who has given me strength.” 1 Timothy 1:12.  
He knew that he could do nothing for God in his own strength.  He didn’t have the love or the patience, the words or the 
wisdom, the power or the authority that he needed.  All of this came from Christ, through the work of his Spirit.  
 
Remembering God’s grace prevents us from thinking we can do it on our own.  It keeps us humbly dependent on Christ for 
the power to do what he has called us to do.   
 
But depending on Christ’s power, also keeps us gratefully confident that no matter what we face: “I can do everything 
through him who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:13 
 
4. Be Committed to Truth 
So understanding God’s doesn’t lead to laziness and apathy.  Instead it leads to committed service – and this is what Paul 
wrote to Timothy to encourage.   
 
a) Fight for Truth 
On his second missionary journey, Paul had called Timothy to partner with him in the gospel.  But more importantly, 
through “the prophecies once made about you.” 1 Timothy 1:18, Paul knew that God had called Timothy to serve him.   
And as Paul wrote to this church in Ephesus before, he knew that the Christian life is a spiritual battle – not against other 
people, but “against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” Ephesians 
6:12  This is a battle for the truth of the gospel and the lives of God’s people!   
 
And so Paul wrote these commands to encourage him to keep going in his part in this battle: “so that… you may fight the 
good fight.” 1 Timothy 1:18  He wanted him to hold onto his faith in Christ and the gospel of God’s grace and to live it out in 
his life and to teach it faithfully to this church and his community, despite the opposition he was facing!     
 
When we understand the message of grace, we too will see that it is worth fighting for!  When we remember that this is 
God’s truth, that it is why Jesus went to the cross, that it is this world’s only hope and sharing it with others is our greatest 
privilege – then how could we sit idly by?  How could we stay silent?  How can we let it go?   
 
If we as a church value this truth as we should, then we will be willing to fight for it, no matter what!   



 
b) Stand Against False Teaching 
That means we’ll be willing to stand against those who promote false teaching.  Unfortunately in every age there are those 
who “have shipwrecked their faith” 1 Timothy 1:19  They misinterpret and misuse the Scriptures, the twist the teaching of 
Christ and the apostles, the invent new ides that entice people away from God’s grace and from following Christ.  
 
In Ephesus, two of them were “Hymenaeus and Alexander.”  1 Timothy 1:20.  Paul doesn’t say who they were or what they 
were teaching, but he did say how he responded to them.  He said, “whom I have handed over to Satan.”  1 Timothy 1:20 
 
It is a phrase that has caused a lot of discussion, but it seems most likely that Paul meant that he separated them from the 
life of the church, putting them out into the world of Satan’s realm!   
 
Clearly this kind of church discipline should be a last resort.  But it does show how strongly Paul believed that the truth of 
the gospel matters.  There can be no compromise with anything that would distort it or hide it. 
 
But even in church disciple, the purpose is grace!  Paul removed these guys from fellowship, “to be taught not to 
blaspheme”  1 Timothy 1:20.  Paul’s hope was that these men would recognise the error of their ways and come to 
repentance and forgiveness!   
 
5. Be Enthusiastic in our Praise 
We need to be clear about the gospel of grace!  That will enable us to be honest about our guilt, thankful for God’s call and 
committed to God’s truth.  But ultimately our understanding God’s grace will stir our hearts in praise! 
 
As often happened in Paul’s letters, writing about God’s grace in his life led to a song of praise: “Now to the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 1 Timothy 1:17   
 
Our God is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He is beyond time, beyond death and decay, beyond the limits of our sight 
and understanding.  He is the one and only God! But in his abundant grace and mercy, he loved us so much that he sent his 
Son into this world to save sinners like you and me!  How else could we respond, but to bow in worship and praise, giving 
God the glory that he deserves for ever and ever?   
 
Conclusion 
This is how God wants us to live as a church!  He wants us to never forget that he loved us when we were sinners, that he 
saved us through his mercy and grace, and that he has called us into the privilege of celebrating this truth and sharing it 
with the world.  
 
I pray that as a church we’ll always remember God’s abundant grace!  
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