
ECF 3rd May 2015 1 Timothy 2:1-7 PRAY FOR EVERYONE 
As followers of Jesus it is incredible the potential that God gives to us to impact this world.  Have a look at this: Video: The 
Power is In Your Hands 
 
God wants to work through our prayers to bring healing, restoration, salvation, encouragement and help all those around.  
And so as Paul continued to teach Timothy how to live as a church, he urged him to pray for everyone.  1 Timothy 2:1-7: “I 
urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— 2 for kings and all those 
in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our 
Saviour, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper 
time. 7 And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a teacher of 
the true faith to the Gentiles.” 
 
1. Prayer should be Our Priority 
Paul started this section with the words: “I urge, then, first of all…” 1 Timothy 2:1  This was his priority.  This was his most 
important command to his young friend.  Above everything else, Paul wanted Timothy and the church in Ephesus to 
understand what he was saying here. 
 
So what was Paul’s priority for Timothy and this church?  Was it better preaching?  More enthusiastic worship services?  
More creative outreach opportunities?  More generous giving?  Better organization?  A nicer building to meet in?   
 
Obviously it was none of those things.  It was that this church would be committed to prayer: “…that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made.” 1 Timothy 2:1   
 
a) All Kinds of prayer 
It is difficult to distinguish between the terms that Paul uses here.  They seem to overlap considerably.  But maybe Paul is 
just emphasising that there are many different aspects to prayer and all of them are important – worship and praise, 
fellowship with God, bringing to him specific needs, appealing on behalf of others  and giving thanks to God!   
 
When he wrote previously to this church about our spiritual battle and the resources God provides to help us stand strong 
in it, Paul concluded: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.” Ephesians 6:18 
 
Through the help of the Holy Spirit, we can pray in all different situations and with all different kinds of prayer.  This is a vital 
part of the armour that God provides for us as we serve him in our lives.   
 
I think most of us would agree, wouldn’t we?  And yet, if we’re honest, we’d also  agree that it is much easier to talk about 
how important prayer is in the life of our church, than it is to actually do it!   
 
Yes we share prayer requests through our bulletin and through our prayer texts, we pray together on Sunday mornings, in 
our small groups through the week, on Friday mornings, at our men’s prayer breakfast and after a church lunch – but we 
need to continue to work at finding ways to make prayer right at the heart of our church life.  This is what Paul urges us to 
do as our first priority! 
 
2. Pray for Everyone 
But Paul’s emphasis isn’t just for us to pray more, it is for us to pray for more people!   
 
a) For Ourselves 
We can of course pray for ourselves.  When Jesus taught us to pray, he showed that we can pray for our everyday needs: 
“Give us today our daily bread.” Matthew 6:11  We can pray about everything, because with God there is nothing in our 
lives that is too difficult to be impossible, and there is nothing that is too small to be insignificant.   
 
And so instead of responding to our struggles with fear, anxiety and worry, or even with a ‘roll up our sleaves and sort it out 
ourselves’ mentality, God wants us to respond first of all with prayer“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6   
 
b) For Each Other 
We’re also encouraged to pray for each other: “Be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” Ephesians 6:18  It is 
one of the greatest privileges in being part of the church to know that our brothers and sisters in Christ are praying for us!   
 



c) For All People 
But if we just pray for ourselves, for our families and for each other, then our focus is too small.  Paul urged “…that 
requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone.” 1 Timothy 2:1    
 
Yes, it is right for us to be committed to praying for our families and our church.  But God also wants us to open up our eyes 
up to a world of need.  And through prayer he wants us to be involved in what he is doing all over Wexford, throughout 
Ireland and even in the rest of this world.  We are a local church, but God wants us to have a global vision and global 
mission!   
 
d) For Our Leaders 
In particular, Paul encouraged Timothy here to pray “for kings and all those in authority.”  1 Timothy 2:2, for their rulers and 
leaders who were in positions of power in the government of his day.   
 
This reminds us of when some of the nation of Israel was taken into captivity in Babylon.  Jeremiah told them to “seek the 
peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it.” Jeremiah 29:7  They didn’t 
really belong there, but God wanted them to make a positive difference in their new location, until he brought them home.   
 
And in a similar way, as Christians, we know that this world is not our home.  We don’t really belong here.  “Our citizenship 
is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.” Philippians 3:20   Heaven is our home, and 
so we live under God’s rule, follow his leadership, walk in his ways and seek his kingdom and his glory.  
 
But for now, God has placed us here – and he wants us, as citizens of heaven resident in County Wexford, to make a positive 
difference, until he brings us home!  And so he wants us to pray for those in positions of authority in Enniscorthy, Ireland 
and the world.   
 
Of course that isn’t always simple, as we are often concerned or even disturbed by the standards expressed by, and the 
decisions made by, our leaders.  But it wasn’t any easier for Timothy and the church in Ephesus.  The reigning emperor at 
that time was Nero, a vain, cruel and evil ruler who was expressing a growing hostility towards Christians.  But still, Paul 
encouraged them to pray for him! 
 
3. Pray Because God Wants Everyone to be Saved 
But why?  Why should we pray for all these people?  Why should we pray for our leaders?  
 
a) Pray for Freedom to Live for God 
Well, Paul’s answer was “that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”  1 Timothy 2:2  He wanted 
them to pray that their leaders would rule well, to maintain peace and stability in their community so that they could 
continue to worship God freely and live in a way that pleases him.   
 
Today we have the amazing privilege to freely meet and worship God, read the Bible, celebrate our faith and learn how to 
live for Christ.  And it is important that we don’t take that for granted, but instead pray for our government that they would 
continue to allow us the freedom and peace to do this. 
 
b) Pray for Freedom to Share the Gospel 
But this isn’t a prayer for an easy life as a church.  This is a prayer for effective mission as a church!   Paul goes on to say that 
“This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 1 
Timothy 2:3-4    
 
This doesn’t mean that everybody will be saved.  That kind of universalism is completely against the clear teaching of the 
Bible.  For example, Jesus said, “Wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” Matthew 7:13–14   
 
Everybody won’t be saved.  But God longs for everybody to be saved.  “God so loved the world.” John 3:16  Each person is 
his creation, made in his image.  Without condition or limitation, he values and treasures them.  His heart is broken over 
their sin that separates them from him.  And although he knows that many will refuse, still he passionately longs for each of 
them to accept his offer of salvation and come into a relationship with him and be saved from a lost eternity!   
 
And so this is ultimately why Paul wants us to pray for our leaders.  Good government is important, not just because it 
allows us more freedom to live for Christ and honour him in everything we do, but also because it allows us more freedom 
to share the gospel with people that God so passionately loves!   



Mission is at the very centre of God’s heart.  And so mission should be at the very centre of our prayer life!   
 
4. Pray Because Jesus is the Only Way to Be Saved 
But, someone might ask, why is it so important for people to hear the gospel?  We live in a pluralist world where people 
believe different things.  In the end, does it matter?  If God wants everybody to be saved, won’t he accept people whatever 
religious system they come to him through? 
 
Many people these days would kind of agree with what Charles M. Schulz, the creator of the comic strip Peanuts, said: “It 
doesn’t matter what you believe just so long as you’re sincere.”   
 
But Paul urged the church to pray for everyone because he knew that this wasn’t true.  He knew that there was only one 
way to be saved!   
 
a) One God 
“There is one God.”  1 Timothy 2:5  There are many different ideas and beliefs about who is God and what he is like.  But the 
Bible declares that there is only one true and living God.  There is only one Creator of heaven and earth.  There is only one 
who is our Sovereign Lord.  There is only one who deserves our worship and praise.  “I am the Lord; that is my name! I will 
not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.”  Isaiah 42:8 
 
And so if we are going to be connected to our Creator, if we’re going to be in right relationship with him and be saved, then 
we need to come to him – and to him alone.  “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is 
no other.” Isaiah 45:22  
 
b) One Mediator  
But how can we connect with the one, true and living God?  Who can bridge the gap between us as sinful human beings and 
God who is awesome in purity and holiness?   
 
This was what Job longed for: “If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us both.” Job 9:33  
And throughout history mankind has tried to invent and appoint their own intermediaries who can connect us with God!    
 
But Paul declared “There is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”  1 Timothy 2:5  There 
is only one person who can bring us to God.  There is only one way we can be reconciled to him.  It is not a church, a priest, 
a teacher, apostle, pastor, saint, angel, idol, prophet or guru!  Only Jesus can bring us to God!  That’s because of who he is 
and what he has done.    
 

i) Because of who he is  
John started his gospel by saying about Jesus: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.” John  1:1  Jesus is the eternal Son of God.  He is in very nature God.  He is the radiance of God’s glory.  In him, all 
the fulness of the deity lives.  All things were created by him and for him, and in him all things hold together!   
 
But as Paul said here, he is “the man Christ Jesus.”  1 Timothy 2:5  He is fully God, but he is also fully human.  He became 
one of us.  As John wrote: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  John 1:14   
 
And so Jesus is uniquely qualified to go between God and man, because only he is fully God and fully man. 
 

ii) Because of what he has done  
But this is also because he is the only one “who gave himself as a ransom.” 1 Timothy 2:6  This is the truth that Lorna shared 
with us last week.  Through our sin we were held captive, under a death sentence that we could not free ourselves from.  
But through laying down his life for us, Jesus paid the ransom price needed to set us free.   
 
This was his mission: “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
Mark 10:45  And so it is only through his sacrifice, we can be saved.  It is only through his death, we can receive eternal life.  
He experience the hell of separation from his Father, so that we could experience the heaven of fellowship with him.    
 
This is why there is only one mediator.  And this is why we should pray for everyone!  Without faith in Jesus, the Son of God 
who loved us and gave himself for us, there is no hope!   
 
5. Pray Because the Gospel is For Everyone 
But there’s one more reason that Paul gives us here for why we should pray for everyone.   



 
a) Jesus died for everyone 
The emphasis of what Paul says in 1 Timothy 2:6 is that Jesus “gave himself as a ransom for all men.”  Jesus didn’t just die 
for some people - the Jews, or for good people, or for civilised people, of for some other category.  Jesus died for everyone.   
 
Of course not everyone will accept this payment and come into the forgiveness and redemption that he paid for.  But Jesus 
went to the cross for the whole of this world.   
 
b) We’re called to share the gospel with everyone 
And so he has commissioned his church to take the gospel to this whole world.  Paul knew that.  He said “For this purpose I 
was appointed a herald and an apostle… and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles.” 1 Timothy 2:7    
 
Along with the other apostles, he had a unique role in laying the foundation of the true gospel of Jesus.  As a herald, he had 
the role of proclaiming this gospel.  And as a teacher, he was appointed to instruct people in the full meaning of it and how 
to live it out!  And he was sent to do this, not primarily to his own people, but to the Gentiles, to the nations around who 
desperately needed to hear! 
 
And today, as a church we are called to follow in Paul’s footsteps.  Jesus commission is to “Go and make disciples of all 
nations.” Matthew 28:19 

 We need to hold onto the truth of the gospel that Paul and the other apostles revealed.   

 We need to hold out the truth of the gospel as heralds of good news to the world. 

 We need to teach the truth of this gospel, so that people will be able to accept it, grow in it and live it out each day.   
 
Conclusion 
So this is why we need to pray for everyone.   

 This is God’s heart – he longs for everyone to be saved. 

 This was Christ’s mission – to pay the ransom price for everyone. 

 This is the world’s only hope – there is no other mediator, no other way. 

 This is our calling – to declare this glorious gospel of God’s grace to this world.   
 
When we limit our prayers to some people and ignore the cause of mission in this world, we are failing to express God’s 
heart, fully enter into Christ’s mission, show love to this world, and live out our true calling. 
 
So church, let’s believe that God wants to continue his work through our prayers, and let’s pray for everyone!  
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