
ECF 26th July 2015 1 Timothy 6:3-10  Godliness with Contentment 
A few weeks ago I watched a video of a mega-church pastor in the states from a few years ago.  He was speaking to his 
church, telling them that they had to tithe, to commit to giving 10% of their income to the church.  Listen to some of the 
things that he said.   
 
“Why are you coming to church if you’re not bringing the tithe?  What are you expecting?  Just hang out at home man.. 
you’ll not get anything.” 
 
“I want to help you get blessed.  I don’t mean if you’re going to bring the divine portion to the storehouse you’ll become a 
multi-swillionairre.  I’m not saying that.  But some of you will.  God’s going to make a lot of us a lot of money because if he 
knows that he can get it through us, then he’ll get it to us.”   
 
Then he said, “God wants to bless the lot of you, but you’re… thinking another mission trip with do it, thinking another Bible 
study will do it, thinking serving the church will do it, thinking that prayer will do.  But it’s all about the money!  Show me 
the money!” 
 
I have to say that I was stunned listening to it.  I know that there are churches who believe this sort of thing – that if you live 
a good life, if you sow into a ministry, if you tithe to your church then you will prosper.  But when you hear a leader of a 
church who has been challenged about his massive salary and lavish lifestyle, say it so blatantly, so unashamedly, it is 
shocking and saddening.   
 
Of course, this morning we’re not here to criticise others and what they preach.  Ultimately they will answer to Christ, and 
not us.  But I think it is important for us to see the relevance of what Paul teaches in the next section of his first letter to 
Timothy.  He was addressing problems in the first century church of false teaching and greed, and the issues that we face 
are very similar today.   
 
Today, we need to clearly hear Paul’s call to godliness with contentment.  Let’s read 1 Timothy 6:3-10: “If anyone teaches 
false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 he is conceited 
and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, 
malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and 
who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 
8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap 
and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” 
 
As he wrote this letter to his young friend, Paul was clearly concerned about the false teachers in the church in Ephesus.  He 
had already warned Timothy about them twice – in chapter 1 and 4.  He knew how dangerous and divisive they would be if 
they weren’t stopped.  And so as he neared the end of his letter, Paul warned Timothy again how to recognise and refute 
both their teaching and their motives.    
 
1. The Characteristics of False Teaching 
First of all, Paul warned Timothy about their false teaching.  He gave three characteristics of what they were sharing with 
others.   
 
a) It is Different 
First of all, it was different.  “If anyone teaches false doctrines.” 1 Timothy 6:3.  This literally states that they are teaching a 
different doctrine.  It is not the same as what Paul and the other apostles taught, that we have recorded in our Bibles.  And 
that meant it wasn’t true.   
 
I know that in today’s world, people suggest that there can be more than one truth.  They might say, “I have my truth and 
you have yours, but both can be equally true!”  But Paul disagrees.   
 
They were teaching something different and so they were “robbed of the truth.” 1 Timothy 6:5   They had been deceived by 
Satan, the father of lies, and they were following his lies instead of God’s truth! 
 
b) It is Inconsistent with Christ 
And this meant that their teaching: “does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  1 Timothy 6:3   
 



The teaching of Christ is the ultimate standard of God’s truth.  Jesus declared, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No-
one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6  He is the only way to God.  He is the ultimate revealer of God’s 
truth.  And he is the only one who can give life in all its fullness.   
 
As Christians, we are followers of Christ.  And so if anybody’s teaching is inconsistent with Christ’s, as revealed in God’s 
Word, no matter who they are, what position they hold, how convincing they are, what power they display or what they 
claim to have experienced, then simply they are wrong and we need to reject it.  They are not teaching the truth.   They are 
teaching a false gospel.   
 
c) It is not Godly  
And their teaching “does not agree…to godly teaching.” 1 Timothy 6:3  Their teaching did not lead people to a godly life.  It 
didn’t bring people into a relationship with God or into a life that pleases him, honours Christ or builds his kingdom.   
 
So here is a three-fold test for us to evaluate what anyone is teaching.   

 Is it the same as what the apostles preached? 

 Is it consistent with the message of Christ? 

 Does it lead to a godly life? 
 
If any teaching fails to pass this test, no matter who declares it, then we must reject it as unhelpful, ungodly and untrue.   
 
2. The Characteristics of False Teachers 
But in this passage Paul doesn’t only help us to recognise false teaching.  He also helps us to recognise false teachers.  He 
described a number of aspects of their characters. 
 
a) They lack humility  
First of all they lack humility.  “He is conceited and understands nothing.” 1 Timothy 6:4  They are super-confident and have 
an inflated ego.  They give the impression that they know it all, because that is how they think of themselves.  They speak 
with conviction, assurance and fervour. 
 
But in reality, they know nothing.  As Paul wrote earlier: “They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what 
they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.” 1 Timothy 1:7   
 
That’s because we can only understand the truth of God when we come into a right relationship with him.  Proverbs 9:10 
states that “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”  We can 
only come to true wisdom and understanding when we humble ourselves before the Holy God, when we admit our 
sinfulness, accept his forgiveness through faith in Jesus, receive the gift of his Holy Spirit and humbly allow him to lead us 
into all the truth of God’s Word.  
 
And so the fact that these false teachers totally lack humility show that they are not living in a right relationship with God 
and so they cannot teach the truth about God.   
 
b) They like to fight 
But they don’t only lack humility.  They also like to fight.  “He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about 
words.”  1 Timothy 6:4.   
 
Of course it is good to discuss the Bible together.  And even when we disagree, I’ve often found that our different 
perspectives and ways of thinking help us to grow.  I  love to go to our Bible study and always come away from it having 
learned something new, or being challenged or encouraged by it.   
 
But these people enjoy constantly arguing for the sake of it.  They endlessly debate and fight about anything and everything, 
including  made-up genealogies, pointless myths and old wives tales.  And they don’t stop even though they can see that 
this results in: “envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant friction.”  1 Timothy 6:4  
 
That seems to be because their aim is not the unity and building up of God’s people.  Instead they are fighting for position, 
status and reputation.  They want to show off their knowledge and don’t care who they hurt in the process.   
 
This is not the way that God wants us to discuss his word.  Instead Paul reminded the church in Ephesus: “Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through 
the bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:2–3 



 
Yes, it is good to discuss God’s Word and talk about our different understandings.  But as we do this, we need to watch our 
motives.  Are we just trying to force our opinion, win the argument or show off?  Or are we speaking the truth in love, with 
the goal of building others up and benefitting God’s people? 
 
c) They love money  
But thirdly, these false teachers love money.  They “think that godliness is a means to financial gain.” 1 Timothy 6:5  Paul 
doesn’t tell us how these guys thought their so-called ministry would make them rich.  But I’m sure we all know ways in 
which people have tried to make money through their religious work – manipulating donations, selling indulgences, prayers 
or healings, preaching that you have to sow into a ministry before you can get a miracle and a whole range of other ways. 
 
But as we’ve seen, serving God and loving money are incompatible.  Paul wrote in this letter that elders must be “not a 
lover of money.” 1 Timothy 3:3 and deacons must be “not pursuing dishonest gain.”  1 Timothy 3:8.  And Jesus taught that 
“You cannot serve both God and Money.” Matthew 6:24 
 
And Paul lived out this principle.  He often did without the support he could have received from other Christians so that 
nobody could ever accuse him of working for money! 
 
Yes it is important that we properly resource the work of our church.  As we’ll see next week, we should be generous in our 
giving.  But money must never be a motivation in our service for God.  The two are incompatible.  In church it must never be 
all about the money!   
 
3. The Contentment that Honours God 
Instead, the life that Paul calls us here to live is a life of contentment.    
 
a) A Sufficient Life 
“But godliness with contentment is great gain.”  1 Timothy 6:6 The false teachers believed that their brand of godliness was 
the means to financial gain.  But Paul believed that true godliness, when combined with true contentment, was itself great 
gain!   
 
Some people today think that when we really live for God and serve him, then he will give us everything we could ever 
want.  But instead, the Bible teaches us, that when live each day with God, we will realise that he is everything that we 
need.   
 
This is what Paul wrote to the church in Philippi.  “I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” 
Philippians 4:12–13 
 
Contentment is not about having everything that we want.  It is about being satisfied because we have Christ, and whatever 
our situation or circumstances, he is enough.   
 
b) A Simple Life 
And it is when we find our sufficiency in Christ, then we’ll no longer need all the things that this world runs after.  And so 
Paul says, “If we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.” 1 Timothy 6:8 
 
This is about living a simple life.   Yes there are things we can’t live without - the basic requirements for our life.  They are 
the things we need to work for, and depend on God to provide for us.  Jesus taught: “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall 
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them.” Matthew 6:31–32 
 
But all the other things that people are running after, do we really need them?  Do they really bring satisfaction, fulfilment, 
meaning and purpose into our lives like the adverts promise?   
 
This doesn’t mean that it is wrong to own anything more.  Next week we’ll see in more detail what Paul wrote to those who 
were rich in the church in Ephesus.  But it does mean that we can live a simpler and less cluttered life because we can 
remember that stuff is not what makes our life worth living.  As Jesus said, “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions.” Luke 12:15?  
 
c) A Sensible Life 



And anyway, common sense tells us that the stuff we own is not what ultimately matters.  “For we brought nothing into the 
world, and we can take nothing out of it.”  1 Timothy 6:6 
 
This is the reality of life.  It doesn’t matter what assets, investments, property or bank accounts we have.  When we die, we 
leave it all behind.  You can’t take it with you.  As Job said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall 
depart.” Job 1:21  
 
This fact should help us get a true perspective on our possessions.  They are just travelling luggage of time.  They are not the 
stuff of eternity.  And so it is sensible to travel light.  Especially when we understand the dangers of materialism and greed. 
 
d) A Safe Life 
“The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 1 Timothy 6:10   We need to be clear in what Paul said here.  The problem 
is not money itself, but the love of it.  There is nothing intrinsically immoral about money.  And the poor can be trapped by 
greed just as much as the rich!   
 
And neither is the love of money the only root of all evil – there are of course other motives and desires that lead people to 
do things that are wrong.   
 
But it is a clear fact in this world that when people love money, when they make it their priority, their goal, then it tempts 
and traps them in a whole range of ways to sin against others, their family, their friends, their communities, against 
themselves in destroying their lives, and ultimately against God.   
 
Paul had seen that sad reality for himself: “Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.” 1 Timothy 6:10.  Their greed had pulled them away from God and brought sadness and 
heartache into their lives.   
 
This is the deceitfulness of wealth.  It promises so much, but it fails to deliver, even those who get lots of it. 
 
In 1988, Buddy won $16.2 million in the Pennsylvania Lottery.  After that, he was convicted of assault, his sixth wife left him, 
his brother was convicted of trying to kill him, and his landlady successfully sued him for a third of the jackpot.  Within a 
year, he was $1 million in debt and he eventually declared bankruptcy and went back to living on Social Security.  
 
And sadly his story is not unique.  The lottery and other forms of gambling leave a trial of pain and unhappiness.   
 
Conclusion 
And so Paul wants God’s people to choose the safer and better option.  He wants us to see through the lies of the false 
teaching that says that God wants us all to be rich.  He wants us to refuse to listen to those false teachers who peddle those 
lies for profit.   
 
And instead, he wants us to live out the truth that godliness with contentment is great gain.  It protects us from the 
destructive power of greed.  It helps us to see through the lie of materialism.  It helps us to be satisfied with what we have.  
And it fixes our eyes on Christ, the only one who can ultimately give us life to the full for now and for all eternity!    
 
I pray that all of us will live in that truth and know that we are truly blessed in Christ! 
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