
ECF 16th August 2015 1 Timothy 6:13-16  Live For God  
It is a fact of modern life that we are being watched.  The use of CCTV cameras has been increasing dramatically over the 
past couple of decades.  Nobody seems to know exactly how many there are.  But I did read that over in the UK, there are 
thought to be more CCTV cameras per head of population there than in most other countries.  Estimates range between 1 
and 4 million! 
 
Of course they are installed because of crime, and they’ve been successful in identifying and prosecuting people for 
everything from driving and parking offences to robbery, assault, murder and even terrorism.   But these cameras have also 
recorded people doing other things.  Have a look at this:  Video: Coca Cola Security Cameras  
 
I’m not sure why that’s an advert for Coca Cola, but it is amazing the acts of kindness that cameras have recorded.  But one 
of the features of our CCTV world is that in many places, these cameras are not hidden.  In fact there are warnings of the 
presence of them.  They hope that the fact that people know that they are being watched will change how they act – that 
they’ll behave better because they are seen!  
 
In our final section of Paul’s first letter to Timothy, as he finished his challenge to Timothy to live for God, Paul also 
reminded Timothy that someone was watching him!  Read 1 Timothy 6:13–16: “In the sight of God, who gives life to 
everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep 
this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own 
time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no-one has seen or can see. To him be honour and might for ever. Amen.”  
 
1. Follow God’s Command  
In this section, Paul gave Timothy a really serious charge.  “I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame.” 1 
Timothy 6:13-14 
 
The commands that Paul referred to here could be the three-fold command of the previous couple of verses: to run in the 
right direction, fight the good fight and take hold of eternal life.  But they also could refer to all of the commands of the 
whole letter that he had just written.   
 
As we’ve seen over the past few months, this letter wasn’t just a friendly hello from Paul to his young colleague.  It was a 
letter full of teaching for Timothy, a leader in the church in Ephesus.  It told him what to teach, how to behave, how to treat 
each other and how to function as a church.   
 
And so this solemn charge shows how determined Paul was that Timothy would put this teaching into practice.  It shows 
how important he believed his teaching was. 
 
That’s because Paul believed that the church was crucially important in God’s eyes.  He wrote that it is “God’s household, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 1 Timothy 3:15  The church is God’s family, the 
assembly of his people, the temple of his Holy Spirit, called to hold out and declare God’s truth!   
 
And so Paul wanted Timothy to faithfully follow these orders, without wavering, without dodging the difficult parts, without 
twisting them or altering them to fit more easily. 
 
And this is our challenge too, as we’ve studied this letter.  As a local church, this is how we should live because this letter 
was written by “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus.”  1 Timothy 1:1.  He wasn’t a self-appointed teacher, with a man-made 
position and message.  Instead he was Christ’s representative, personally appointed to declare God’s Word. 
 
And so we need to keep these commands without spot or blame.  We need to accept them, seek to understand them, and 
apply them to our lives as a community of God’s people without changing or distorting them!   

 
2. God is Here   
Of course that’s not easy.  Following God’s plan for our lives and living as his people can be tough.  And so Paul encouraged 
Timothy to obey by making this charge “In the sight of God… and of Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 6:13   
 
There’s a story about a burglar who broke into a house one night. He shined his torch around looking for valuables.  But 
when he picked up the TV, a strange, disembodied voice echoed from the dark saying, “God is watching you.” 
 
He nearly jumped out of his skin.  Quickly he switched his torch off and froze.  But there was silence.  He shook his head, 



promised himself a break after the next big score, he put his torch back on and began looking for more valuables. 
 
But just as he pulled the stereo out so he could disconnect the wires he heard, “God is watching you.” 
 
Freaked out, he frantically shone his light around the room, searching for the source of the voice.  Finally, in the corner of 
the room, his torch beam came to rest on a parrot.  “Did you say that?” He hissed at the parrot.  
“Yep,” the parrot confessed, then squawked, “I'm just trying to warn you.” 
The burglar relaxed. “Warn me, huh? Who are you?” 
“Moses,” the bird replied.  
“Moses?” the burglar laughed. “What kind of stupid person would name a parrot Moses?” 
“Probably the same kind of person,” the bird replied, “who would name their Rottweiler ‘God.’” 
 
Often the truth about God watching us is shared in this negative way!  He is watching our every move to catch us out so that 
he can jump on us and punish us. 
 
But I don’t think that is what Paul had in mind here.  The presence of God and his watchful gaze was not something that 
filled Paul with fear and trepidation.  Instead it was an encouragement.   
 
a) He Can Provide All We Need 
Especially as God is the one “who gives life to everything.”  1 Timothy 6:13  He is the source of all life.  He is the one every 
living thing depends on for life, for strength, for energy and power.  
 
And so Timothy could depend on him!  If God is so involved in the lives of all his creatures, providing everything they need, 
then how much more could Timothy trust that he would be involved in the life of his child, and provide everything that he 
needed.   
 
If we have trusted in Jesus, then we can know that our Father God is none other than the Creator and Sustainer of this 
world.  We can rest in the promise that he watches over us, not waiting to condemn us, but ready to care for us, to protect 
us and to provide for everything that we need.  We can say with the psalmist:  
“My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— he who watches over you will not slumber… 
7 The Lord will keep you from all harm— he will watch over your life; 
8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and for evermore.”  

Psalm 121:2-3, 7-8. 
b) He’s Been Through It All Before  
But we also live “in the sight… of Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 6:13   And this is a great encouragement because he’s been 
through it all before. 
 
He is the one “who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession.” 1 Timothy 6:13  Despite the false 
accusations, the violent threats, the imminent danger that Jesus faced in front of Pilate, he didn’t retreat.  He didn’t dodge 
the questions.  He didn’t hide who he was:““Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate.  
 
“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.” Mark 15:2   With courage and conviction, Jesus followed his orders from his father and 
declared his true identity even in the toughest of situations. 
 
And this is the example that Paul wanted Timothy to follow.  Timothy wasn’t a naturally courageous guy.  He was quiet, shy 
and timid.  And he faced huge opposition and hostility, not just from the pagan world around him, but also from the false 
teachers within the church.  But with Jesus’ help he could take a stand and declare the truth of the gospel.   
 
And this is our encouragement too.  We are not on our own in trying to live as God’s people.  Jesus has promised, “I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20  Wherever we go, whatever challenges or opposition we face, 
whatever difficulties we have to overcome in following God’s commands, we can know that Jesus is with us.   
 
And because he has been through it all before, and overcome - he understands our struggles, he sympathises with our 
weaknesses and he can help us to prevail.   
 
3. Christ is Coming  
It is a great encouragement that God is here.  But we can also be sure that Christ is coming.  Paul urged Timothy to “keep 
this command… until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   1 Timothy 6:14 



 
Although sometimes the details and events around the second coming are debated, what is crystal clear is that Jesus 
promised that he was coming back again.  “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am.” John 14:3 
 
And despite the variety of predictions down through the centuries, nobody knows when this will happen.  Only God knows 
when this day will come.  But we can be sure that this day will come because it is a day “which God will bring about in his 
own time.”  1 Timothy 6:15  And this should be a great incentive for us in living for God.   
 
a) God’s Work Will Be Complete 
Sometimes serving as part of a local church can be so disappointing and discouraging.  The church can seem so weak and 
helpless, with so many problems and so many divisions.  It can be heartbreaking watching people make poor decisions and 
wander from the faith.   
 
But the church will not always be like that.  One day, Jesus will come back for his bride and he will “present her to himself as 
a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” Ephesians 5:27   
 
On that day, the work that God began in us will be finished.  The process of transformation will be complete.  The children 
of God will be revealed to this world.  “We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 1 John 3:2 
 
b) Our Work Will be Rewarded 
And on that day, Christ will reward us for all that we have done, no matter how small or insignificant it seems today.  Jesus’ 
promise is that: “If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple… he will 
certainly not lose his reward.” Matthew 10:42  
 
What an amazing encouragement to all of us this morning!  We might be all too aware of our faults and failings.  We might 
still feel small, weak and ineffective.  We might not yet see the fruit of all our efforts over the past couple of weeks or even 
over the past few years.   
 
But the Bible encourages us to “Be patient… until the Lord’s coming.”  James 5:7   We can keep on living and serving as 
God’s people because we know that the Lord is coming back.  And on that day, God’s work in us will be complete and our 
work will be rewarded.   
 
One day, our lives will fully display the reality of who we are in Christ.  One day everything that we have done for the Lord 
will clearly be worth it all.   
 
4. God is Amazing 
But how can we be sure all of this will happen?  How can we be sure that God really is with us and that Christ really is 
coming?  Paul answered this question by reminding Timothy just how amazing our God is.  
 
a) His Is Invincible 
In Paul’s day the Roman Emperor claimed to be the ultimate ruler.  The claim of the emperor cult was “Caesar is Lord.”  In 
Ephesus there was a temple dedicated to the Emperor Domitian with a statue of the emperor four times life size.   
 
But Timothy could be sure that his God is “God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords.” 1 Timothy 
6:15  Our God is invincible.  Nobody can challenge his authority.  Nobody can thwart his plans. “Our God is in heaven; he 
does whatever pleases him.” Psalm 115:3  He is sovereign over all.   
 
b) He is Immortal 
And he’s also the one “who alone is immortal.” 1 Timothy 6:16  He is not subject to death.  He doesn’t deteriorate.  He is 
the one who is the same, yesterday, today and forever.   
 
And so he is the one we can always depend on.  “The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.” 
Deuteronomy 33:27  
 
c) He is Inaccessible 
God is also the one “who lives in unapproachable light.” 1 Timothy 6:16  Light is a symbol of holiness.  And God’s holiness is 
so complete that he is inaccessible to sinful people!   
 



This challenges us, because sometimes we minimize the seriousness of our sin.  But if God is perfect in his holiness, then as 
God’s people we must “have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness.”  Ephesians 5:11  Instead we are called to 
be holy, as he is holy. 
 
But this also is a great encouragement.  We can depend on him because our God is perfect in holiness.  “He is the Rock, his 
works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.” Deuteronomy 32:4  
 
d) He is Invisible 
But he is also the one “whom no-one has seen or can see.” 1 Timothy 6:16  This truth would be so important for Timothy 
and the church in Ephesus because that was a city full of idolatry.  In it was a thriving shrine-making business and the city 
was dominated by the massive Temple of the goddess Artemis.  When Paul was last in Ephesus, a riot broke out and for 2 
hours a crowd chanted: “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians.” Acts 19:34 
 
But the church didn’t need to be intimidated by all of this because their God was far greater than any statue.  He is so 
amazing that he is invisible, far beyond what we can see or understand.  As Jeremiah wrote:  

“Like a scarecrow in a melon patch, their idols cannot speak; 
they must be carried because they cannot walk. 
Do not fear them; they can do no harm 
nor can they do any good.” 
6 No-one is like you, O Lord; 
you are great, 
and your name is mighty in power.” Jeremiah 10:5-6 
 
e) He is Worthy of Worship 
And so our God alone is worthy of our worship.  “To him be honour and might for ever.” 1 Timothy 6:16  Nothing and no-
one can compare with the true and living God.  He alone deserves all of the praise and glory.  He alone is invincible, 
immortal, inaccessible and invisible.  He alone can do what he has promised.  He alone is worth living for.  He alone is worth 
trusting in.   
 
5. His Grace is Enough 
But in case Timothy was still struggling to commit to and be confident in living for God, he could read Paul’s last words to 
him right at the end of this letter.  “Grace be with you.” 1 Timothy 6:21 
 
This was the way that Paul often finished his letters, but it wasn’t just a casual farewell.  This was the foundation of Paul’s 
ministry.  This was the centre of Paul’s message.  And this was the heart of Paul’s motivation.  “By the grace of God I am 
what I am.” 1 Corinthians 15:10 
 
And this was the ultimate encouragement to Timothy.  He could obey these commands, he could live for God, he could keep 
on serving him because he could know the truth of God’s promise: “My grace is sufficient for you.” 2 Corinthians 12:9  
  
Conclusion 
And this can be our encouragement too.  As God’s people, we can keep his commands, we can live for him, because…   

 God is here 

 Christ is Coming 

 God is Amazing 

 And God’s grace is enough for us today.   
Andrew Burt 

Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship 
August 16th 2015 

 
 


