
ECF 2nd August 2015 1 Timothy 6:17-19 What to do with wealth in a World of Need 
Sometimes it is easy to forget how blessed we really are.  Have a look at this: Video: If the world were a village of 100 
people. 
 
1. Wealth is Ours 
On so many levels we are among the rich in this world.  The greatest wealth we have is the knowledge of Jesus as the 
forgiver of our sins and the leader of our lives.  As we’ve been celebrating this morning, our God “has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.” Ephesians 1:3  
 
This is why we have these two weeks of special outreach, and why as a church we’re committed to sharing Jesus all through 
the year.  We want as many people as possible to come to experience the true wealth of knowing Jesus.  
 
But even from a financial and material point of view, we are among those who are blessed.  Of course if we compare 
ourselves to the richest people in our world, we might not feel so wealthy.  A few weeks ago, Raheem Sterling became the 
most expensive English footballer in history when he signed from Liverpool to Manchester city.  The deal cost something 
like £44 million!  The average annual salary of players on that team is £5.2 million. 
 
But if we compare ourselves to the vast majority of the people on this planet, then there is no doubt that we are among the 
wealthy. 
 
According to the Global Rich List website, the average annual family income in Ireland of €34,000 would put you in the top 
1% of the world.  But even if our income is much lower, we’re still richer than most of this world, as 

 3 billion people live on less than €2.30 a day. 

 2.5 billion people don’t have access to even a basic toilet. 

 One in eight people go to bed hungry every night. 

 Every 5 seconds, one child dies form hunger-related causes. 
 
And so when Paul writes to rich Christians near the end of his first letter to Timothy, we need to conclude that this is for us.  
Last week we saw what God has to say to those who want to be wealthy.  This week we’re going to learn what to do with 
wealth in a world of need.  1 Timothy 6:17-19: “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way 
they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is 
truly life.” 
 
2. Wealth is Not Sinful 
It is important to notice what Paul didn’t write here.  He didn’t condemn the Christians in Ephesus who were “rich in this 
present world.” 1 Timothy 6:17.  He didn’t say that their wealth was obscene or sinful.   
 
As we saw last week, money is morally neutral. Yes, “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 1 Timothy 6:10  When 
we give it first place in our lives and give everything to get more of it,  then it will tempt and trap us into all sorts of evils.  
But money itself is not evil. 
 
And so there is nothing intrinsically wrong with a wealthy Christian.  We have no right to point the finger at anyone and 
criticise them for the car they drive, the house they live in or the lifestyle they live.  Just as well, because as we’ve seen, we 
are the wealthy! 
 
a) We Don’t Need to Live in Austerity 
And so following Jesus isn’t an automatic call to give away all our wealth and live a life of poverty.   
 
Yes, Jesus did call the rich young ruler to “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor… Then come, follow me.” Mark 
10:21  But that was more to do with Jesus challenging this young man’s pride in his own self-righteousness by highlighting 
his inherent selfishness and materialism.  This was not a universal call to everyone to live in austerity. 
 
b) We Can Enjoy What God has Given 
In fact it is right that we enjoy what God has given.  Paul wrote that God “richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment.”  1 Timothy 6:17.  If God has given us enough money, a nice house, good food or whatever else, then part of the 
reason for this is so we can appreciate it, enjoy it and be blessed by it! 
 



Remember it was the false teachers who had infiltrated the church in Ephesus who “forbid people to marry and order them 
to abstain from certain foods.”  1 Timothy 4:3 They wrongly taught that it was more spiritual to reject all the good things in 
this world and live an austere and harsh life.   
 
By their error, they were suggesting that God’s gifts were evil.  But Paul wanted Timothy to teach that “Everything God 
created is good.”  1 Timothy 4:4  And  
so instead of feeling guilty over what we have in this world, we should enjoy his gifts and celebrate his blessings. 
 
3. Wealth is Dangerous 
But at the same time, wealth is also dangerous.  In this passage, Paul told Timothy to warn those who were rich in this 
present world. 
 
a) It can lead to Pride 
The first warning was “not to be arrogant.” 1 Timothy 6:17.  It doesn’t need to, but wealth can lead to pride.  It can bring a 
sense of achievement, grant power and privilege and so make people feel self-important and lead them to look down on 
others who don’t earn what they earn, have what they have, or do what they do.   
 
And that pride is inconsistent with living for God.  Jesus said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” Luke 
18:24.  Wealth can be a great hindrance on living in a right relationship with God and with others because it feeds our pride. 
 

i) Keep Humble  
And so we need to keep humble.  This humility comes from knowing that everything we have is a gift from God.   Paul asked 
the Christians in Corinth: “Who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if 
you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?” 1 Corinthians 4:7  
 
Pride implies that we deserve what we have.  That we’ve earned it through our own efforts, by our own skill, with our own 
strength.  But it doesn’t matter how we get our money, our food and other resources - whether it is from parents, 
government,  investments or employer.  Ultimately everything that we have is from God.   
 
Even if we’ve worked for the wealth that we have, we need to “Remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth.” Deuteronomy 8:18  Our intellect, our energy, our strength, our creativity, our opportunities, 
even our very life is a gift from God.   
 
And so there is no such thing as ‘a self-made man’.  Everything we have is from God.  So the proper attitude to what we 
have is that of humble gratitude.  As we recognise God’s goodness to us we should be “always giving thanks to God the 
Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:20  
 
b) It can Lead to False Security 
The second warning that Paul gave was that wealth can lead to false security.  He warned the rich “nor to put their hope in 
wealth.”  1 Timothy 6:17  This is about what we’re trusting in for our security, comfort, safety, our welfare.   
 
When you have wealth, it can be tempting to trust in your income, your salary, bank account, investments, your pension.  
But there is a problem with this.  Have a look at this: Video: The Rug Trust!   
 
Wealth is one of those things in this world “which is so uncertain.” 1 Timothy 6:17.  It is not a stable foundation in our lives.  
No matter how rich we are, it is not dependable.   
 
In his sermon on the mount, Jesus taught: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal.” Matthew 6:19  The shiny possessions that we are tempted to value so highly will 
decay and rot.  The money we depend on to provide for our needs can disappear overnight.        
 
And so Proverbs 23:5 warns us: “Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off 
to the sky like an eagle.”  And we’ve seen so much evidence of this in the recent worldwide recession.  Overnight people’s 
investments were wiped out.  Business empires crumbled.  Some of the richest in our society declared bankruptcy.  And 
even countries are struggling to make ends meet.   
 
We need to learn the lesson that money doesn’t provide security in this world.  It is not a secure foundation for our lives.   
 
And anyway, in the end, no matter how much money we have, it cannot provide what we need the most.  This is what the 



rich farmer experienced in Jesus’ parable.  He built for himself huge barns to store up all his resources.  Then he confidently 
declared: “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” Luke 12:19  
 
But God said to him, “You fool!” Luke 12:20.  His wealth couldn’t protect his health.  His money couldn’t guarantee him even 
another minute of life.  And all his resources couldn’t buy his way into heaven.  That night he died and lost it all – and he 
entered a lost eternity because he was not rich towards God.   
 

i) Keep Trusting in God 
The only firm foundation for our lives is God!  Paul encouraged his readers to “Put their hope in God.” 1 Timothy 6:17 
 
Yes we should enjoy and give thanks to God for the gifts that he has given us.  But we mustn’t trust in the gifts.  Instead we 
need to trust in the Giver.  Don’t depend on what he has provided, but put our faith and hope in the person who can meet 
all our needs, both now and forever.   
 
He is the solid ground and trustworthy foundation for our lives.  “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God 
is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” Psalm 18:2  
 
4. Wealth is Useful 
So although wealth is not sinful, it is dangerous and so we need to be careful in our attitude to it.  But lastly, Paul taught us 
the wealth is also useful. 
 
a) To Do Good  
He wanted the wealthy Christians “to do good.”  1 Timothy 6:18  Sometimes those who have all their everyday needs 
supplied can be tempted to be lazy.  But God didn’t want these believers to join the ranks of the ‘idle rich’.  
 
Instead, he wanted them to use everything that they were, everything that they’d experienced and everything that they had 
been given to work for the blessing of others, the building of his kingdom and to bring him the glory that he deserves.   
He wanted them to use what they had “to be rich in good deeds.” 1 Timothy 6:18 
 
Whatever our age, financial situation, marital status, position in society, God has work for us to do.  Paul wrote to the 
church in Ephesus: “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10  We are his masterpiece, designed, created, loved, called, redeemed, transformed, equipped 
and empowered by the Spirit to serve him effectively. 
 
And God wants us to use all our resources wisely, not just for our benefit, but to finance and enable us as a community of 
God’s people to do good in this world.  “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family of believers.” Galatians 6:10  
 
b) To Share with Those In Need  
We do this, in part, by being “willing to share.” 1 Timothy 6:18, by sharing what we have with those who are in need.   
 
This ministry comes directly from understanding God’s love for everyone.  If we recognize that God has blessed us with so 
much because he loves us and cares about us, then we need to also recognize that God wants us to share what we have 
with others, because they are equally loved and valued by him.   
 
John challenges us that “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can 
the love of God be in him?” 1 John 3:17   
 
If God has poured his love into our hearts, how can we fail to care for those in need whom God dearly loves?  It was Amy 
Carmichael, who served the Lord for 55 years in India, that said: “You can give without loving, but you cannot love without 
giving.” 
 
c) To Give Generously 
But how should we give?  As we mentioned last week, some people teach that we need to give a certain percentage and 
that this should go to the church.  But Paul didn’t teach that.  Instead he taught an attitude: “Be generous.”  1 Timothy 6:18 
 
What we give will be different depending on our different situations, but if we’re giving from a heart of love and 
compassion to those in need, then we will give generously – even sacrificially, until it really hurts. 
 



This is what the Macedonian Christians did: “Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty 
welled up in rich generosity… They gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.” 2 Corinthians 8:2–3    
 
The Bible teaches us that the giving that honours God is voluntary, it is motivated by our love and compassion, it is 
proportional to what we have, it is generous and sacrificial, and it is private so that there is no place for pride or boasting. 
 
d) To Invest Wisely 
But that doesn’t mean that there is no benefit to the giver!  Giving is a wise investment.  “In this way they will lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age.”  1 Timothy 6:19 
 
Echoing Jesus’ words in his sermon on the mount, Paul declared that in giving generously we don’t lose out.  Instead we 
invest our resources wisely in the only truly secure bank.  By giving, we store our treasures in heaven “where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.” Matthew 6:20 
 
This isn’t about storing material riches.  Instead it is a spiritual treasure for the life to come where gold is what people walk 
on, but where even our smallest acts of service on earth are recognized and rewarded by our Lord.   
 
And so by investing our wealth in this way, rather than holding on to it on earth, we “take hold of the life that is truly life.” 1 
Timothy 6:19.  We declare that our true citizenship is in heaven.  We set our hearts and minds on the eternal things, rather 
than on the temporary.  And we can be free to live out the life in all its fullness that Jesus came to give now and forever.  
 
This is the best investment possible.  Jim Elliot, the missionary who gave his life to share the gospel with the Auca people of 
Ecuador said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose.” 
 
Conclusion 
So this is what God wants us to do with our wealth in a world of need.  He wants us to:  

 Enjoy what he has given to bless us. 

 Be humble and thank him for what he has given. 

 Be dependent on him, instead of trusting in what he we have. 

 Be rich in what really matters by generously sharing what we have with others and so storing our treasure in heaven. 
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