
ECF 27th September 2015 Matthew 5:8  Blessed are the Pure 
Last Sunday night was the Emmy Award ceremony, which celebrates what they claim is excellence in the television industry.  
The big winner on the night was the series ‘Game of Thrones’ as it received a record-breaking 12 awards, the most any 
series has won in a single year. 
 
In case you haven’t heard, Game of Thrones, which is filmed in the North of Ireland, is an epic fantasy series and has 
attracted huge audiences.  It is the most popular HBO show ever in the States and has many passionate fans, apparently 
including the US President.  Last year the official Twitter account of The White House tweeted a photoshopped picture of 
Mr Obama on the iron throne from the series and there have been reports that he has even asked for advance copies of the 
series.  
 
Not that I would advise anyone of us to watch it.  I’ve never seen it, and so I admit that I am basing my judgement on what 
others have written about it.  But I think most people would agree that this series has pushed the boundaries on what is 
accepted as entertainment.  The level of brutal violence, torture, sexual immorality and in particular sexual violence against 
women has brought a lot of criticism.   
 
Now we’re not here to start a campaign to boycott this TV series.  Game of Thrones is not the only thing on our TV’s that we 
should be concerned about.  But I mention this as a reminder of the kind of world that we live in.   
 
We don’t only live in an evil and sin-drenched world, where horrific things happen out there.  But because of the advance of 
technology and the direction of the entertainment industry, we can also bring the graphic images of these things right into 
our living rooms and then into our hearts and minds.  
 
And this makes living the blessed life incredibly difficult.  As Jesus described what the blessed life Jesus looks like, his sixth 
beatitude stands in marked contrast with our world.  Matthew 5:8: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” 
 
1. The Promise of Seeing God! 
When we read the gospels I think it is so easy to end up feeling jealous of the disciples of Jesus.  Of course I don’t think we 
would like to do without the technology and luxury of living in 2015.  And  no matter how much we complain about the 
state of our society, health service or government, it is a whole lot better than living in Rome-dominated Israel.   
 
But for a while at least, I think many of us would be willing to put up with all of these problems for the privilege of seeing 
God!  Could you imagine being able to write things like this: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth." John 1:14  
 
As the disciples spent time with Jesus; as they watched him interact with others; as they listened to his teaching, witnessed 
his miracles, shared with him their problems, learned from his example, experienced his love and friendship – they had the 
unbelievable privilege of seeing God, because as Jesus said “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:9 
 
The disciples of Jesus were so privileged.  They were so blessed.  And yet in this beatitude, Jesus promised that this can be 
our experience.  The blessed “will see God.”  Matthew 5:8 
 
They will know God, spend time with him, enjoy his love and friendship and care.  They will have an intimate relationship 
with him.  They will experience what our hearts were made for and what we ultimately long for.  As David expressed in 
Psalm 27:4: “One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.” 
 
a) Now 
And for those who are blessed, they can experience a measure of this right now!  Jesus promised that there are those who 
will know the reality of God in their lives on earth.  In John 14:23 he promised: “My Father will love him and we will come to 
him and make our home with him.”   
 
By faith, the blessed see God in their lives.  They believe that God has come to live with them by his Spirit.  They experience 
his love and acceptance.  They listen for his voice.  They receive his care and provision.  They are upheld by his everlasting 
arms.  And they see him work in and through them.  
 
This is the promise of a life-changing intimacy with God.  Today, we might not be able to see Jesus with our eyes as the 
disciples did, but we can know that he is with us in an even closer relationship.  As Jesus said, “Surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20 



b) Then 
But none of us see God perfectly for now.  1 Corinthians 13:12: “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror…”  No 
matter how much we seek after God, on this side of eternity, there’ll always be some limitation in our experience of God’s 
presence.  
 
Sometimes the blessed will experience his closeness, they will hear his voice, be will be overwhelmed by his love.  But 
sometimes even although they stand on his promises, read his Word, pray in faith, they will still feel far away.  They might 
struggle to sense his presence, to feel his touch, know his will, experience his love.   
 
But God’s promise is that the blessed will one day experience his  presence without any restrictions.  Paul went on to say, 
“Then we shall see face to face.”  1 Corinthians 13:12.  When Jesus returns and brings us to heaven to be with him forever, 
our eyes will be fully opened.  We will see Jesus in all his glory.  We will know him fully in our lives.  And we will dwell with 
him forever!  “We know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”  1 John 3:2 
 
This is the promise for those who are blessed.  For now they can live with the assurance that God is always with them, even 
when they cannot feel him close.  But one day, they will see him face to face, and rejoice in the beauty of his presence for 
all eternity.   
 

2. The Priority of a Pure Heart 
But who are these people that Jesus says will experience God’s presence and power in their lives right now, and see God 
face to face in the future?  Well, it’s not what a lot of people think. 
 
A 9-year old boy called Joshua decided to skip church and go for a walk one Sunday morning.  His mum had told him that if 
he skipped church, he would miss a chance to see Jesus.  But Joshua had never seen Jesus there before, so he didn’t think 
he’d be missing much.  Besides, his church was old and run-down. 
 
Joshua’s walk took him across the railway tracks in town where the houses were much bigger and nicer than any in the area 
where he lived.  Soon he found himself in front of the biggest, most beautiful church he’d ever seen.  Everyone arriving 
there drove nice cars and wore fancy clothes. “This must be the church where Jesus goes,” Joshua told himself. “It’s so big 
and nice.” 
  
As he walked closer, he could hear the music coming from inside. “Wow!” said Joshua, “I’ll bet those are angels singing to 
Jesus!”   
 
He walked up the steps and entered the church. “This must be where Jesus is.”   
 
He sat down to scan the crowd, so he could find Jesus.  Just then a large man in a black suit tapped him on the shoulder.  
“Son, where do you live?” the man asked. 
 
“Down the hill, cross the railway, and down that street.” Joshua answered. 
“And where are your parents?” the man asked. 
“They’re probably at church right now,” Joshua replied. 
“Well, don’t you think it would be better for you to go to your parents’ church today?” 
“But I saw this church, and I knew Jesus was here,” Joshua said. “So I came to see him!” 
 
“Well, son, it would be best if you were to run home and go see Jesus in the church in your own area,” the man said. “You 
really can’t stay here.” 
 
Joshua got upset and turned and ran out onto the street, sobbing.  He shouted, “God, it isn’t fair! All I wanted to do was see 
Jesus, and they wouldn’t let me in!” 
 
Suddenly he heard footsteps behind him and felt a hand on his shoulder.  He turned around and stared in amazement.  It 
was Jesus!  Jesus smiled at Joshua, gave him a hug and said, “Don’t be too upset, son. They wouldn’t let me in there either.” 
 
a) Not Ceremonial Cleanness 
Attending the largest churches with the most impressive music or inspiring services doesn’t guarantee seeing God.  In fact 
no amount of religious activity can bring us this blessing.  We could attend church every single Sunday, read our Bibles daily, 
pray unceasingly, give all our money away generously and keep all the rules and regulations about what we should and 
shouldn’t do – and still we could fail to be blessed. 



The Pharisees were experts in ceremonial purity.  They worked hard to keep all the literally hundreds of rules and 
regulations of the law that God gave to Moses.  They were committed to washing their cups, making their sacrifices, giving 
their offerings, praying in the temple.  And yet Jesus said they were far from God.  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of 
dead men’s bones and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the 
inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.” Matthew 23:27–28 
 
For all their religious activity and dedication and effort, the Pharisees did not see God, because their rituals and ceremonies 
couldn’t clean what mattered most: their hearts!  
 
b) But Internal Commitment 
Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart.”  Matthew 5:8  Being pure is about being uncontaminated by anything corrupt.  It 
will be revealed in what we do, where we go and what we say – but it starts from a deeper place than that.  It is about our 
inner core of our thoughts, motives and desires.  It is about an undivided heart.   
 
In relation to others, this means that we won’t have ulterior motives.  We won’t seek to deceive or manipulate.  Instead we 
will be transparent and sincere. 
 
In relation to God this means that we will be completely devoted to him.  There will no hypocrisy or deceit, no mixed 
motives, no conflict of loyalties between God and this world.  These are the ones who will see God. As David declares in 
Psalm 24:3-4: 
“Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?  Who may stand in his holy place? 
4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol 
or swear by what is false.”  
 
This is not because God has imposed some arbitrary condition to coming into his presence.  Rather this is because of who he 
is.  Our God is a holy God, separate from anything impure,  and so those who come to him, who connect with him and are in 
relationship with him, must also be holy: “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.” Leviticus 19:2  If we are going to 
see God we need to be totally set apart and committed to him right at the very core of our being.  
 
3. The Problem of our Sinful Hearts  
But this means that we have a huge problem.  If all we needed to see God was to keep a list of rules and regulations, attend 
church, give money, avoid some obvious wrong lifestyle choices, then most of us would be fine.  With a bit of effort and 
dedication we could get there. 
 
But if God is examining our hearts, if he is looking for purity and sincerity and total commitment and loyalty in our every 
thought, desire and motive – then we are in trouble.  Proverbs 20:9 asks the question: “Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart 
pure; I am clean and without sin’?”  
 
And the answer is obvious.  “There is no-one righteous, not even one.” Romans 3:10  On our own, none of us have a totally 
pure heart.  Our motives are mixed.  Our loyalties are divided.  At times we’ve been devoted to God.  But too often we’ve 
followed this world and our own desires.  We have hearts tainted with sin.   
 
And so if it was up to us, then this beatitude would promise something that would always be out of our reach.  It would 
condemn us to always be separated from God. 
 
4. The Possibility of a New Heart  
But we’re here this morning to celebrate that it isn’t up to us.   We can be among those who will see God because through 
Jesus, we can receive a new heart, a pure heart, a heart that loves God with every beat. 
 
This was the promise given to the prophet Ezekiel: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my 
decrees and be careful to keep my laws.” Ezekiel 36:26-27 
 
a) Through Christ  
And this has become a reality through Jesus because “The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7  The 
moment we trust in Jesus and his finished work on the cross, God promises to remove our condemnation, to declare us 
righteous in his sight, to purify us once and for all from all of our sin and to give us a new heart that is committed to him. 
 



b) Through Faith  
And so the blessed are those who have admitted that they are not good enough to see God.  They’ve honestly faced up to 
the sin in their hearts and they’ve humbly bowed before the cross of Jesus and put their faith in his death and asked for his 
cleansing power.   
 
The blessed are those who have prayed, as David did, “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
me.”  Psalm 51:10 
 
And God is willing to do the same in our lives today.  If we’ve not yet received this new heart, then it can be ours today.  
Through simple faith we can be instantly and fully cleansed of our sin and be declared holy in God’s sight.   
 
c) Expressed in our Everyday  
And then we can go on to live out this in our everyday lives.  “For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.” 1 
Thessalonians 4:7  If we have trusted in Jesus, if we’ve been cleansed from our sin, if we’ve received this new heart, then 
God wants us to daily live this out – not through legalistic conforming to religious rules, but through passionate, 
wholehearted commitment to expressing our love for him! 
 
This won’t be easy in this corrupt and depraved world.  We will need to be determined about what we will and will not 
allow into our hearts and minds.  We will need to stand against the calls to be more liberal and open-minded.  We will need 
to resist the temptation to compromise and take the easier road.  But we’re not on our own in this struggle: 

 We have God’s Son as our great high priest who “always lives to intercede for them.” Hebrews 7:25  

 We have God’s Spirit living within us, transforming our hearts and empowering us to live out this new life to which 
we’ve been called.  Paul calls us to “Live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” Galatians 
5:16  

 We have God’s Word in our hands to teach us, rebuke us, challenge us and train us in righteousness.   Psalm 119:9, 11 
states: “How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word… I have hidden your word in my 
heart that I might not sin against you.”  

 We have God’s People to encourage us to keep committed to God as we “spur one another on towards love and good 
deeds.” Hebrews 10:24  

 But because we have this new heart we can also come right into God’s intimate presence and “approach the throne of 
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 
 

Conclusion 
So are we going to follow this world where evil is often celebrated and rewarded, while good and pure is often ridiculed? 
 
Or are we going to be among those who are truly blessed?  Are we going to put our faith in Jesus and allow him to purify 
our hearts and transform our lives so that we can have the assurance of God’s presence in our lives today and know that 
one day we will stand before him, face to face? 
 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”  Matthew 5:8 
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