
ECF 18th October 2015 Matthew 5:10-12  Blessed are the Persecuted 
In many parts of this world, our brothers and sisters in Christ are experiencing unimaginable suffering.  Have a look at this: 
Video: Open Doors Watch List 2015 – Top 5   
 
This is the disturbing and distressing reality of our world today.  But we mustn’t turn away and hide from it.  We mustn’t 
forget our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ.  Hebrews 13:3 tells us to “Remember those in prison as if you were 
their fellow-prisoners, and those who are ill-treated as if you yourselves were suffering.” 
 
God wants us to remember them, pray for them, and do what we can to support them.  Paul wrote in Galatians 6:10: “As 
we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  One of the 
ministries that we support as a church is the Barnabas Fund who do this particularly in the Muslim World.  
 
But we also must be careful in how we think about persecution.  It would be easy to think that persecuted Christians are 
very far from being blessed.  But Jesus wants us to have a completely different kind of attitude.  
 
In the last of his beatitudes, Jesus claimed that it is those who are persecuted for their faith in him that are truly blessed!  
Read Matthew 5:10–12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  11Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”  
 
1. Expect Persecution 
The Beatitudes are not like a ‘pick and mix’ sweet shop.  We aren’t invited to select which of them we want, and which we 
don’t.  Instead, all of the beatitudes that we’ve looked at over the past couple of months describe what Jesus intends all his 
followers to be.  He wants all of us to be poor in spirit, to mourn, to be meek, to hunger for righteousness, to be merciful, to 
be pure in heart and to be peacemakers.   
 
And that is true, even of this final one.   When Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness.”  
Matthew 5:10, he expected this to be the experience of all of his followers.   
 
Of course this comes in different ways in different countries.  In those on the Open Doors Watch list, it comes in an extreme 
way through governmental oppression, discrimination, imprisonment, beatings, torture and even death.   
 
Thankfully, for now, we have the privilege to express our faith free from official sanction.  However, we can still face 
persecution in other forms: “when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you.”  Matthew 
5:11  And some of us know what it is to be criticised for our faith, ridiculed at school, at work or at home for our ‘old-
fashioned’ values, ostracised from others or put under pressure to conform to what everybody else is doing. 
 
But we shouldn’t be surprised by this.  Jesus promised that this would be the experience of all of his disciples: “In this world 
you will have trouble.” John 16:33.   
 
And so Peter wrote “Do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening 
to you.”  1 Peter 4:12  And the apostle Paul warned Timothy that “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted.” 2 Timothy 3:12. 
 
This isn’t the most popular truth that is in the Bible, but it is one that is clearly presented!  If we are following Jesus, we 
should be ready for persecution to come into our lives in some form.  To be insulted, attacked, wrongly accused, ridiculed is 
as much a mark of Christian discipleship as any of the others in this list of beatitudes!   
 
The blessed are those who are gentle, but who suffer aggression and violence.  They are merciful to others, even as people 
are horrible to them.  They will seek to bring others into real peace, even although they will be unfairly attacked.   
 
2. Understand Persecution 
But why?  Why should the blessed experience persecution?  Well, this isn’t about suffering because we’re being strange, 
difficult, judgemental or arrogant with people.   
 
a) Because of Righteousness 
Jesus said that this persecution will come first of all “because of righteousness.” Matthew 5:10.   
 



As we saw a couple of weeks ago, the blessed are those who “hunger and thirst for righteousness,” Matthew 5:6: 

 They have rejected DIY religion and self-righteousness.  Instead they’ve put their faith in Christ alone for their right 
standing before God.   

 And they are committed, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to increasingly live a life that pleases God. 

 And they work and pray for others to come into that right relationship with God and live a life that pleases him.   
 
But this brings with it criticism and opposition from those who reject the idea of an absolute moral standard in this world, or 
who reject the reality of sin in their lives, or who refuse to accept their responsibility to follow God’s commands or don’t 
accept the powerlessness of religion to make them right with God. 
 
Persecution is like a clash between two irreconcilable value-systems.  If like Paul, “We make it our goal to please him.”  2 
Corinthians 5:9, then we will find ourselves sometimes hated and insulted by those who living for a different goal and with 
different values.   
 
b) Because of Christ 
Jesus also said that this persecution will come “because of me.” Matthew 5:11.  This is about suffering because of our 
commitment to Jesus.   
 
In the Upper Room, just before going to the cross, Jesus explained this to his disciples.  Jesus said: “If the world hates you, 
keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong 
to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.”  John 15:18–19 
 
The world has always rebelled against God and it rejected his Son.  Today we see that continuing as we see Jesus’ virgin 
birth ridiculed, his identity questioned, his teachings minimized, his miracles rejected, his death reinterpreted, his 
resurrection mocked, his name used as a swear word, and his claim to be the way, the truth and the life labeled as 
intolerant.   
 
And so if this is how this world treats our Lord and Saviour, then we who identify with Jesus, who put their faith in him, and 
who choose daily to follow him, will at times suffer the same rejection and ridicule.   
 
3. Respond to Persecution 
So if we are living for Christ, following him and his teaching, then persecution in some form is inevitable.  But how should 
we respond to this?  How does God want us to think about this persecution? 
 
a) Don’t Retaliate 
First of all, we mustn’t retaliate. Peter wrote: “Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his 
steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.” 1 Peter 2:21–23 
  
All through his trial, as insults were thrown at him, as lies were told about him, as accusations were made against him, and 
even as the beatings and floggings reigned down on him,  Jesus refused to retaliate.  He didn’t lash out.  He didn’t use his 
knowledge of their hearts to attack them.  He didn’t use their hypocrisy to hurt them.  Instead he entrusted himself to his 
Father, who would deal with it at the proper time. 
 
And we need to be willing to do the same.  If we want to be among those who are blessed then we need to respond with 
meekness and not aggression, mercy and not vengeance, seeking to make peace not fighting to destroy.  
 

i) Love 
That’s because Jesus calls us to love.  Later in this sermon, Jesus taught this in more detail when he said, “Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” Matthew 5:44   If we are followers of Jesus then we are called to love 
those who hate us, to be kind to those who mistreat us, to care for those who abuse us, to pray for those who ridicule us.   
 
This is what it means to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.  He was the one who laid down his life for us, when we were still 
sinners, when we were still God’s enemies.  And even as the soldiers nailed his hands and feet to the cross, he prayed, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  Luke 23:34  
 
b) Don’t Be Defeated 
So we mustn’t retaliate.  But that doesn’t mean that we need to be defeated by it.  We don’t need to simply stoically endure 
the persecution or just sit and passively put up with it.  The prophets didn’t do that. 



 
Jesus said, “In the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” Matthew 5:12  The prophets were the 
men and women that God raised up to declare his truth.  However, so many of them faced terrible opposition and attacks.   
 
Just recently I’ve been reading through the book of Jeremiah, and he suffered incredibly from false accusations, death 
threats, imprisonment, starvation, being put down a well to die and being forced into exile in Egypt.  Hebrews 11:36-37 
reminds us about others: “Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 37 They were 
stoned; they were sawn in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
destitute, persecuted and ill-treated.”  
 
But these prophets weren’t defeated by their sufferings.  They didn’t retreat into stoic silence or passive resignation.  In the 
face of all this opposition, they continued to take their stand for God.  They called out to God for help and they spoke 
courageously for him in their generation.   
 

i) Pray 
And this is what the early church in Jerusalem did.  When God healed a crippled beggar at the entrance to the temple 
through Peter and John, the Sanhedrin interrogated them and threatened them not to speak anymore about Jesus. 
 
But Acts 4 records their amazing response.  They went back to the church and told them what had happened, and then they 
prayed an amazing prayer.  They started by declaring their faith in who God is and what he has done: “Sovereign Lord… you 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.”  Acts 4:24 
 
Then they looked to the Scriptures to be reminded that even when evil men rise up, God is still in control: “You spoke by the 
Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.’” Acts 
4:25-26 
 
Then they remembered how they had seen God work, even through the evil actions of the Roman and Jewish leaders of 
their day.  “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should 
happen.”  Acts 4:27-28.  When they crucified Jesus, they had initially thought it was a disaster.  Now they realized that it was 
all part of God’s plan of salvation. 
 
And so they were encouraged to pray for God to work, even in their present difficulties: “Now, Lord, consider their threats 
and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous 
signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” Acts 4:23–30  
 
In the face of persecution, they didn’t pray for safety or rescue or an easy life.  Instead, they prayed for the courage and 
strength to keep on declaring the gospel, and for God to work in power to impact the lives of those who listened.  
 
And God powerfully answered that prayer: “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” Acts 4:31  The early church suffered greatly.  But they 
were not silenced by it.  Instead, through God’s help, they overcame it, to declare God’s truth in their generation.   
And this is God’s will for our lives.  Yes, we may go through difficult times, but God has promised to go through it with us, to 
strengthen us in it, and to work through it for our good and for his glory!  
 
c) Don’t Despair 
So although persecution isn’t pleasant by any stretch of the imagination, we don’t need to despair.  We may be insulted, 
mistreated, slandered, attacked, robbed or even killed.  But we don’t need to feel sorry for ourselves.  We don’t need to fall 
into misery and hopelessness.  Paul said, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.” 2 Corinthians 4:8–9  
 
That’s because, despite the evidence that we might see around us, when we are persecuted for our commitment to Christ, 
we are blessed!  “Blessed are those who are persecuted.”  Matthew 5:10-11   
 

i) Rejoice 
In fact Jesus said we should “Rejoice and be glad.” Matthew 5:12.  That’s not because we enjoy the suffering.  But it is 
because through our faith in Christ, we can see beyond it! 
 



Jesus said we can rejoice “because great is your reward in heaven.”  Matthew 5:12  We may lose everything that this world 
can offer, but we will inherit everything in heaven: “for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:10  And that will last 
forever.   
 
In 2 Corinthians 4:17 Paul declared that “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all.”  From this world’s perspective persecution doesn’t seem light or momentary.  Even the kind of 
persecution we face here can be deeply painful and upsetting and it can seem like it goes on without end.  But God has 
promised that in the light of eternity, it only lasts for a moment, and in the light of the glory to come, it pales into 
insignificance!   
 
And so for a short time, we have the honour of bearing the name of Jesus, we have the privilege of suffering for him and 
seeing his kingdom grow through our struggles.  And that should make us rejoice.   
 
When the apostles were flogged by the Sanhedrin and threatened never to speak about Jesus again, Acts 5:41 states: “The 
apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.” They 
knew that they were blessed, because they knew that they were members of God’s kingdom, that God was with them in 
their suffering, that God was working through their pain, that he would bring them safely home one day and they counted it 
a privilege to suffer for the one whom loved them and gave himself for them.   
 
And today, the blessed are those who still have the same attitude:  Video: Pray for persecuted Church  
 
Conclusion 
So this is the life that Jesus said is blessed: 

 They are poor in spirit, aware of how far short of God’s standards they’ve fallen.  

 And they deeply mourn over this reality. 

 This helps them to be gentle in their relationships with others. 

 But it also stirs up their hunger for that right standing before God through faith in Christ, and that right life with God 
through following Christ! 

 And through their experience of God’s amazing love, they reach out in mercy and compassion to those around them 
who are also in need. 

 They do this with a pure heart, rejecting hypocrisy and mixed-motives. 

 And they work tirelessly to share with others the peace that God gave to them.   

 And even although they are opposed, slandered and persecuted on account of their faith, they rejoice in the privilege of 
witnessing for Christ knowing that it will be worth it all!   

 
This is what it means to be blessed.  And this is what Jesus wants us all to experience.  I pray that we will be ours today. 

Andrew Burt 
Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship 

October 18th 2015 


