
ECF 1st November 2015 Isaiah 7:1-17 God With Us 
Well, that’s Halloween over for another year.  And so we all know what that means?  We’ve now entered the run up to 
Christmas!  If they haven’t already done so, the shops will start gearing up for the big day, the Christmas adverts will start 
on the TV, people will start putting up Christmas lights, and people will go mad buying presents!  
 
And in case you forget when Christmas is, you can check out a variety of websites or even install an app on your phone that 
will countdown the days.  According to one of them, as of yesterday there were only: 1.82 Months, 7.8 Weeks, 54 Days, 
1309.8 Hours, 78,585 Minutes, just over 4.7 million Seconds, or 55 Sleeps… until Christmas! 
 
To be honest, I think it’s all a bit ridiculous.  I would rather not even think about it until at most the week before.  But maybe 
I shouldn’t be like that, because after all God didn’t wait until the last minute to prepare for the very first Christmas.   
 
Down through the centuries, God showed that he was preparing for the coming of his Son, the Messiah, giving glimpses of 
who he was, what he was like and what he would accomplish.  The Old Testament contains numerous amazing prophecies 
about the lineage, birth, life, death, resurrection and the impact of Christ.   
 
And so as we run up to Christmas, we are going to look at some of these from the prophecy of Isaiah, and I hope that they 
will help us to understand more fully the person and ministry of Christ and accept him more fully into our lives.   
 
1. The Promise of Immanuel 
The first one we’re going to look at is really familiar from the gospel narrative of the birth of Jesus.  After describing how 
Joseph learned about the true identity of Mary’s baby in a dream, Matthew stated: “All this took place to fulfil what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”” Matthew 1:22–23 
 
This prophecy from Isaiah 7:14 goes right to the heart of the miracle of the incarnation.  It declared that contrary to 
Joseph’s assumption, Mary was indeed still a virgin and her baby had been conceived by the Holy Spirit.  And so this child 
was none other than God in flesh.  The Creator of this world had come to live as part of his creation.  The Eternal One had 
stepped into time.  The Lord of Glory had humbled himself and become human.  The All-Powerful One had become a 
helpless baby.   
 
It is an amazing truth.  But this wasn’t the initial meaning of this prophecy.  With this prophecy, it was ultimately fulfilled by 
Christ, but there was also an immediate, short-term fulfilment for those who first heard it.   
 
2. A Desperate Situation 
Isaiah initially gave this prophecy to King Ahaz in the year 734 B.C.   Maybe you remember that King Ahaz was the father of 
Hezekiah, the king we were thinking about on our church weekend away.   
 
This was the time of the divided kingdoms.  The 10 northern tribes of Israel had formed their own kingdom and they had 
rejected God.  But the 2 southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin had remained loyal to the house of David, and had been 
blessed with some good kings who helped them to keep coming back to God.  But Ahaz was not one of those.   
 
a) Disobedience 
2 Kings 16:2 states that “Ahaz… did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord his God.”   Instead of worshipping God and 
following him, Ahaz copied the idolatry of the pagan nations around him and the example of the kings of Israel.  He set up 
altars all over Judah, encouraging the people to sacrifice to and worship other gods.   
 
b) Disaster 
And as a result, disaster struck his nation.  Isaiah 7:1: “When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King 
Rezin of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem, but they could not 
overpower it. 
 
For the first time in its history, Jerusalem was under siege.  The armies of the northern kingdoms of Israel, or Ephraim as 
they are also called, and the armies of Aram had invaded Judah.  One of their objectives was to force Judah to join their 
alliance against the mighty Assyrians, who were the growing super-power of the day.   
 
But Ahaz had refused to join them, because he had secretly made a treaty with Assyria!  And so Aram and Israel were trying 
to overthrow Ahaz, put a puppet king in his place so that Judah would stand with them against Assyria.  
 



2 Chronicles tells us that 120,000 of Ahaz’s soldiers were killed, many were taken captive and some of his cities were 
captured.  Now the invaders had surrounded Jerusalem.  Although they couldn’t overpower the city, the nation of Judah 
looked doomed.  Isaiah 7:2 “Now the house of David was told, “Aram has allied itself with Ephraim”; so the hearts of Ahaz 
and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are shaken by the wind.”  The situation looked hopeless.  Their 
courage was gone.  They were terrified.   
 
3. A Message of Hope 
But it was into this situation that God sent his servant Isaiah with a message of hope.  Isaiah 7:3:  “Then the Lord said to 
Isaiah, “Go out, you and your son Shear-Jashub, to meet Ahaz at the end of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to 
the Washerman’s Field.”  This Upper Pool was a reservoir that provided water for this city.  So Ahaz was probably inspecting 
this to ensure the water supply during the siege.  But that day he got much more than he expected. 
 
a) Don’t be Afraid  
Isaiah 7:4: “Say to him, ‘Be careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do not lose heart because of these two smouldering 
stubs of firewood—because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah.”  The kings of Aram and Israel 
didn’t seem anything like smouldering stubs of firewood.  They and their powerful armies looked more like forest fires that 
threatened to consume Judah.   
 
But God’s message was clear: “Keep calm.  Don’t give in to fear.  Don’t panic.  Just be quiet and do nothing.”  Considering 
the desperate situation they faced, this seemed a ridiculous command.  But this was not a unreasonable thing to say, 
because this was based on the promise of what God would do!   
 
b) God will Rescue  
Isaiah 7:5-9:  “Aram, Ephraim and Remaliah’s son have plotted your ruin, saying, 6 “Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart 
and divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it.” 7 Yet this is what the Sovereign Lord says: 
“ ‘It will not take place, 
it will not happen, 
8 for the head of Aram is Damascus, 
and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. 
Within sixty-five years 
Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people. 
9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
and the head of Samaria is only Remaliah’s son. 
If you do not stand firm in your faith, 
you will not stand at all.’ ” 
 
The kings of Israel and Aram had plotted to destroy Judah.  They were going to invade, carve it up, depose Ahaz, and install 
their own puppet king in his place.  But God promised, “It will not take place, it will not happen.” Isaiah 7:7 
 
In fact he promised that “Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people.” Isaiah 7:8  And this came 
true.  In 722 BC the King of Assyria, invaded and destroyed Samaria and exiled the people of the northern kingdom, and 
then in 670 BC he imported foreign settlers in the area of the northern kingdom (2 Kings 17:24) destroying the hope that 
this kingdom would be re-established.   
 
But why could Ahaz believe this?  Well it was because the one who promised this was “the Sovereign Lord.”  Isaiah 7:7, 
whereas those who opposed him were only Rezin and Pekah, mere men!  And as Proverbs 19:21 states: “Many are the plans 
in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”  
  
c) Trust in the Lord 
And so Isaiah was not just calling Ahaz to courage, but to faith: “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at 
all.” Isaiah 7:9  This is what was happening to Ephraim, the northern kingdom of Israel.  They had rejected God, and were 
soon going to be destroyed.   
 
But if Ahaz was going to stand in this dangerous situation, all he had to do was stand in faith.  He didn’t need to surrender to 
these invading armies.  He didn’t need to run off to Assyria for help.  Instead, he could keep calm and trust in the Sovereign 
Lord! 
 
4. A Sign Rejected  
But we struggle with faith.  We find it hard to let go and let God be in charge.  And so God offered Ahaz a sign.  Isaiah 7:10-



11: “Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest 
heights.” 
 
God offered Ahaz and sign to encourage his faith.  He even gave him the opportunity to choose what sign he would receive.  
God was willing to move heaven and earth to help Ahaz trust in him! 
 
But Ahaz refused.  Isaiah 7:12: “But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”  On the surface it sounded 
admirable.  Ahaz pretended that he didn’t want to test the Lord like others had done in demanding a sign.   
 
But in reality, Ahaz didn’t want a sign, because he didn’t want to trust in the Lord!  He had already made up his mind to turn 
to Assyria for help instead of turning to the Lord.  He was just trying to justify his rebellion against God. 
 
5. A Sign Given   
In disobedience, Ahaz refused.  But God, through Isaiah, gave him a sign anyway.  Read Isaiah 7:13-14: “Then Isaiah said, 
“Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel.” 
 
The ultimate fulfilment of this was Mary giving birth to Jesus when she was still a virgin.  But the immediate fulfilment 
required an event more contemporary with Ahaz.  The sign was that a woman who was at that time unmarried would soon 
get married, conceive and bear a son who’d be called Immanuel. 
 
Nobody today is really sure of who this woman was.  But it seems clear that Ahaz did and this sign would be seen by him. 
 
a) The Assurance of God’s Presence  
This child’s name would be Immanuel, which means “God with us.” Matthew 1:23  Even although his people had rejected 
him, God hadn’t abandoned them.  Even although their suffering was of their own making, he still wanted to be with them.   
 
He knew about the difficulties they were going through.  He understood their fears and concerns.  He felt their pain.  And he 
cared about them so much that he was willing to come and enter into their suffering and their struggles. 
 
And this is what Jesus did.  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:14  He came into a world of 
disobedience and disaster – a world where people had rejected God and were suffering the consequences of that 
disobedience!  But he came to be with his people.   
 
Sometimes we can be tempted to think that our lives are so messed up that God would not want anything to do with us.  
But the sign of Immanuel, both the immediate and the ultimate fulfilment, tells us that even although we’ve all messed up 
and we lived in world that is truly messed up, God still wants to be with us.  He wants to share in our struggles and 
successes.  He wants to walk with us in our suffering and in our joy.  He wants to live with us!   
 
b) The Promise of God’s Deliverance 
But this child wasn’t only a sign of God’s presence.  He would also be a sign of God’s deliverance.  Isaiah 7:15: “He will eat 
curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right.”  Curds and honey is the food of poverty!  
It is the monotonous diet of hard times, when young animals would die leaving a surplus of milk, and uncultivated land 
would produce an abundance of honey.   
 
Isaiah 7:16: “But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you 
dread will be laid waste.”  Yes, this child would be born into poverty, but he would signal deliverance from God.  The exact 
timing of this is debated, but within 2 years of this promise, Damascus, the capital of Aram, fell to Assyria, and within 12 
years, Samaria, the capital of Israel, was destroyed.  
 
Jesus was also born into poverty.  He borrowed a feeding trough for his first bed, a boat for a pulpit, a coin for an object 
lesson, a donkey for his entrance into Jerusalem, an upper room for his last supper, even a tomb for his burial.  But his birth 
heralded the greatest of all rescue missions “because he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 
 
And so the sign of Immanuel is a message of hope.  It says that whoever we are, whatever we have or haven’t done, God 
has come to save us!   
 
c) The Reality of God’s Judgement  



This child was only a sign of God’s presence and of God’s deliverance.  But he was also a reminder of the reality of God’s 
judgement.   
 
God had warned Ahaz that “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.”  Isaiah 7:9  Trusting in the Lord 
would bring a great deliverance.  But rejecting the Lord, would bring a great disaster.   
 
And unfortunately Ahaz chose the later.  He turned away from the Lord, and instead turned to Assyria for help.  In doing so, 
he sealed the fate of his people.  Isaiah 7:17: “The LORD will bring on you and on your people and on the house of your 
father a time unlike any since Ephraim broke away from Judah—he will bring the king of Assyria.”  
 
The rest of this chapter details how although Assyria would bring temporary relief, ultimately they would occupy the land, 
humiliate the people of Judah, pull them into poverty and the land into decay.  Ahaz trusted in Assyria to be his deliverer, 
but instead he became his executioner.  This was the end of Judah as a strong and independent nation and the start of their 
decline that ultimately ended in exile.   
 
d) The Importance of Our Choice 
It is a gloomy end to this chapter, but still there is a message of hope here.  Isaiah was told to take his own son with him 
that day, “your son Shear-Jashub.” Isaiah 7:3  His name means “a remnant will return.”  It carries with it a warning of 
judgement to come as only a remnant, only a small number of the people will return from exile and be restored to God.  But 
it is also a message of salvation – because even in times of judgement, God will still rescue a remnant for himself!  Because 
God is with them, then he will restore all those who turn to him in faith! 
 
And in a similar way, Jesus as the ultimate Immanuel, brings both a message of warning and a message of hope.  John 1:11 
says: “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.”  Many people refused to accept Jesus as their 
Lord.  They didn’t want him to be with them.  And the consequences of this is as serious as it gets.  
 
Hebrews 2:3 asks: “How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?” And the answer is that we can’t.  Jesus is God 
with us.  He is God’s final message to this world.  The only one who can bridge the gap between God and man.  The only 
sacrifice for sin.  The only hope of salvation.  So to reject him is to reject God and to place ourselves outside of God’s family.  
There is no other way of salvation.  If we put our faith in anyone or anything else but Christ alone, then we are lost!   
 
But John goes on to say, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God.”  John 1:12   To reject Jesus is to reject God.  But to accept Jesus as our Saviour and Lord, means that we 
are accepted by God!   
 
Conclusion 
And so this prophecy of Immanuel is a message of hope in times of disobedience and disaster.  God wants to come into our 
lives.  He wants to rescue us and transform us and to be with us forever. 
 
But it is our decision whether we will experience this or not.  If we reject him, and choose to trust in ourselves, our work or 
in anyone or anything else, then we will be lost.  But if we put our hope in him, then he will be our Saviour, and he will 
deliver us!   
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