
ECF 10th July 2016 Acts 2:41-47 A Committed Community  
Today is a huge day for sport.  This afternoon is the men’s final at Wimbledon.  And later on is the Euro 2016 soccer final.  I 
know that some of us think that the salaries of tennis or soccer stars are ridiculous, and that some of their behaviour leaves 
a lot to be desired – but still I think that we can admire the dedication and commitment that has got these athletes to the 
top of their field. 
 
When I was younger, I used to play hockey for my school team, played golf at my local golf club and enjoyed a bit of cycling.  
But I was never going to be good at any of those sports.  It wasn’t just because I didn’t have natural ability – it was also 
because for me sport was just a hobby, something to do now and again for a bit of relaxation and fun.   
 
But these professional athletes have devoted their lives to their sport.  They’ve endured thousands of hours of training on 
the field and in the gym, strict diets and lifestyle restrictions, endless practice sessions and tactical exercises, numerous 
injuries and weeks of rehabilitation.  Their success hasn’t happened overnight.  It has come through hard work, dedication 
and commitment. 
 
It was similar in the early church in Jerusalem.  Last week, we saw that at Pentecost, the church was transformed.  Those 
who believed in Jesus were all baptised by the Holy Spirit who came to live in them and empower them to live for God and 
his kingdom.  And in the power, freedom and joy of the Spirit, these believers effectively declared the wonders of God in 
their city.  
 
And so last week, we saw that the church that we were meant to be is a community of people who have been transformed 
by the presence of the Holy Spirit through our faith in Jesus! 
 
But if we conclude from this that all we need in our Christian lives is to believe in Jesus, receive the Holy Spirit and then sit 
back and wait for God to work in and through us, then we will miss out on God’s plan for our lives.  That’s because church as 
it was meant to be is a committed community.  Acts 4:41-47  “Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about 
three thousand were added to their number that day.  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs 
were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and 
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 
 
1. Dedicated to God’s Purpose 
We know what commitment looks like in other areas of life.  A committed parent loves and provides for what their kids 
need every day.  A committed student turns up for every lecture and studies hard to do their best in all their exams.  A 
committed musician practices again and again to perfect the piece of music.   
 
Isn’t it strange then, that sometimes we use a different standard when it comes to a committed Christian.  We think we are 
doing well when we give 1 day in 7 to attend church, 5 minutes each morning to pray and read God’s Word, 10% of our 
money.   
 
a) Expressed in Baptism 
But this was not the Christianity of the early church.  On Pentecost, “Those who accepted his message were baptised.” Acts 
2:41  In obedience to Jesus’ commands, they expressed their commitment to him in baptism.   
 
They went into water, went right under the water and then came back up out of the water.  This publicly declared their 
identification with Jesus in his death, burial and resurrection.  It also declared their commitment to Jesus to live for him as 
their Lord.   
 
If you have trusted in Jesus, but haven’t as yet been baptized, then I would encourage you to take this step of obedience 
and commitment to Jesus.  Come and speak to me at the end if you want to talk more about this. 
 
b) Expressed Each Day 
But the early church didn’t just express their commitment in baptism.  They also lived it out each day.  Acts 2:42 states that 
“They devoted themselves…”  to 4 different activities.  This means they persisted in them, they were faithful to them, they 
continued to be involved in them. 
 
Each year I put a year planner up on the wall in my office.  As I go through the year, I try and put down the important things 



I have to do.  They are up there because I’m committed to doing those things, if at all possible, and the rest of my year gets 
planned around them.   
 
That is like what is described here.  The early church were committed to doing these 4 activities.  They were their priorities 
and everything else got planned around these things!  So what was this community committed to? 
 
2. Learning God’s Truth 
Well, first of all, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching.” Acts 2:42   
 
These people had been baptised by the Holy Spirit when they trusted in Jesus.  And Jesus had promised that “When he, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.” John 16:13  The Holy Spirit would help them to remember and 
understand the teaching of Jesus, apply it to their own situations and live it out each day. 
 
But this didn’t remove their need to continue to learn God’s truth from the apostles.  They still needed human teachers to 
help them to learn more about God and what he wanted in their lives.  And so this Spirit-filled church was committed to 
listening and learning from these men that Jesus had commissioned and sent to teach his truth.   
 
Today we do not have apostles in this sense anymore.  But we do have their teaching contained in the New Testament.  “All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16  
 
So if we are going to be the church we were meant to be, then we need to be committed to God’s Word!   
 
a) Personal Bible Study  
When Joshua was commissioned for his service, the Lord challenged him: “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your 
mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous 
and successful.” Joshua 1:8  And we need that same commitment in our lives to daily read the Bible, and allow God’s truth 
to renew our minds, sink into our hearts and change our lives.   
 
God’s Word needs to be our standard for truth, the mirror in which we see ourselves, our training manual for our 
discipleship.  It needs to be the daily food that our hearts cry out for:  “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so 
that by it you may grow up in your salvation.” 1 Peter 2:2   
 
It needs to be our guidebook for living to direct our every decision.  Psalm 119:105 says that “Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path.”  
 
And each day, it needs to be part of our armour that we take up as we use the “Sword of the Spirit” Ephesians 6:17 to attack 
the lies of Satan and the temptation that the world brings.  
 
And as we let God’s truth sink into our hearts, it will help us live the life that we’ve been called to.  “I have hidden your word 
in my heart that I might not sin against you.” Psalm 119:11  As believers we need to be both Spirit-filled and Bible-focussed!  
A 
 
b) Group Bible Study  
But this also needs to be our commitment as a church.  Colossians 3:16 tells us to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom.”  We need to learn God’s Truth from each other as we share and 
discuss the Bible together.   
 
So as we meet together each Sunday or throughout the week, our focus should not be our own ideas or thoughts, but 
instead we need to read the Bible and allow it to teach us as we read and study it together.   
 
Sometimes there are churches that emphasise Bible teaching and then there are other churches that emphasise the work of 
the Holy Spirit.  But we need both!  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth!  And so if we’re filled with the Spirit of God, then 
we will also be committed to learning and living out the Word of God! 
 
3. Sharing with God’s People 
The early church also “Devoted themselves to… the fellowship.” Acts 2:42  They knew that Christianity was designed to be 
lived in community.  Have a look at this.  Video: Life is Better With Community  
 
In so many aspects of our lives, life is better in community.  Our lives are enriched when we share them with others.  And 



this is so true in our Christian lives.   
 
We’re not designed to live for Christ on our own!  God’s plan is for us to live as part of a local church, committed to each 
other as members of one body, reflecting our membership of the universal church!    We need to “Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love.” Romans 12:10  
 
a) Expressed in Membership 
And so at Pentecost, after they had put their faith in Jesus and were baptised, the “3000 were added to their number that 
day.” Acts 2:41  These Christians didn’t just go off and live for Jesus on their own.  Instead they were added to the church in 
Jerusalem.  They clearly and visibly became part of that first Christian community.  
 
If you’d like to express your commitment to this local church in this way, then please speak to me afterwards!  
 
b) Lived Out Each Day 
But membership wasn’t just about a once off commitment for them.  It was something that they lived out each day.  In the 
section we read this togetherness was emphasised again and again.  
 
“All the believers were together.” Acts 2:44  They knew that in coming into relationship with God through their faith in 
Jesus, they had come into relationship with all the other believers as their brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 
In receiving the one Spirit, they had been united together in one body.  “We were all baptised by one Spirit into one body.” 
1 Corinthians 12:13  This didn’t mean that they all agreed with each other or naturally clicked with each other.  There were 
still problems and personalities that threatened this community.  But they were committed to being in this together.   
 
In fact, Acts 2:46 says that “Every day they continued to meet together.”  They were so eager to share their lives together 
that they met up whenever they could.  
 
And this wasn’t just at official meeting times.  “They broke bread in their homes and ate together.” Acts 2:47.  They opened 
up their homes and offered hospitality to each other.   
 
And they gave sacrificially to each other to meet their needs: “They gave to anyone as he had need.” Acts 2:45  
 
And they reached out to their community together as “The Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”  
Acts 2:47  We’ll see this in more detail in later weeks.  
 
Of course, in our day and generation, with our various commitments and responsibilities, we might live this out differently.  
But this principle is still crucially important.  Jesus wants us to be committed to the fellowship of his people.   
 
On the night he was arrested, Jesus prayed: “May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me.” John 17:23  If we are going to be the church Jesus wants us to be, we 
need to be committed to expressing our unity with our brothers and sisters in our own church, and also in the wider 
Christian community. 
 
4. Focussed on God’s Son 
The early church were committed to each other – but when they met together their focus was on someone else.  They 
“Devoted themselves to… the breaking of bread.”  Acts 2:42    
 
a) Remembering Jesus  
They were committed to taking broken bread and eating it together and taking a cup of wine and drinking it together.  It 
was such a simple and ordinary thing to do, and yet they did it, because their Lord had told them to do it:  
“This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 1 Corinthians 11:24 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 1 Corinthians 11:25 

 
But this wasn’t only an act of obedience.  It was also an act of worship as these symbols helped them to get the right focus 
when they met together.   
 
When they gathered together their eyes weren’t on themselves and their desires or their problems, neither was it on the 
apostles and their ministry.  Instead their eyes were fixed on Jesus.  Their desire was to remember him, worship him and 
glorify him.   



 
Church is meant to be a Christ-centred community and the breaking of bread brings us back to the heart of our faith as we 
remember “the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 
 
b) Remembering God’s Grace 
And remembering the cross in this way would help them not to forget the basis of their relationship with God. 
 
These people had been brought up in a religion where righteousness was thought to be earned through careful obedience 
to rules and laws and forgiveness was achieved through animal sacrifices offered by a priest at the temple. 
 
But as they ate the broken bread, they would remember that Jesus’s body was broken on the cross to pay for their sin.  As 
they drank the wine, they would remember that Jesus’ blood was shed for their full and free forgiveness.   
 
Through the communion, they would come back again and again to the foot of the cross, and remember that “It is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9 not by works, so that no-one can 
boast.” Ephesians 2:8–9  
 
This is why we need to be committed to the breaking of bread.  It focuses our minds on Christ, the author and perfector of 
our faith, and helps us to hold onto the truth that we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone! 
 
5. Seeking God’s Presence 
Lastly, “They devoted themselves to… prayer.” Acts 2:42  This church prayed!  It was their regular practice to pray together 
and it was their first response in a time of crisis.   
 
This should be an essential characteristic of our lives and our church: “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful.” Colossians 4:2.  We need to be devoted to prayer in all its varieties:  Committed to worshipping our Lord and 
celebrating who he is; to praising and thanking God for all that he has done in our lives; to confessing our sins and receiving 
God’s forgiveness; to bringing our needs before God; to praying for others; to pouring out our hearts to him; to being quiet 
and listening for God’s voice!  
 
This is not to be a heavy duty.  Rather it is a mind-blowing privilege.  “Let us then approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16   If we have put our 
faith in Christ then we can come into God’s intimate presence, come to our heavenly Father – whatever time of day or night 
it is, wherever we are, and whatever situation we find ourselves in and spend time with him!  We have the privilege to  
“Pray continually.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17. 
 
Are we willing to be the kind of church where prayer is a priority in our lives?  Do we make it a priority in our everyday lives?  
Do we do everything we can do to be involved in our church prayer times?   
 
James challenges us in James 4:2: “You do not have, because you do not ask God.”  He suggests that we might have needs in 
our lives – needs for help, strength, power,  holiness, victory, or even just for God’s intimate presence – that remain unmet 
because we have failed to pray!  I wonder what would happen in our church if we were more committed to spending time 
in God’s presence.   
 
Conclusion 
This is church as it was meant to be – a community of Christians that are wholehearted in their dedication to  

 Learning and living out God’s Truth 

 Sharing with God’s people 

 Focussing on God’s Son 

 Spending time in God’s presence.   
 
Of course this commitment costly.  It requires time, effort, dedication and sacrifice.  But if professional athletes can 
dedicate their lives for nothing more than the glory and rewards of their sport, how much more should we be willing to give 
everything we are and have to be a church that brings glory and honour to our God? 
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