
ECF 31st July 2016 Acts 4:23-31  A Confident Community 
Some people are well known for being overflowing in self-confidence.  The US Presidential candidate Donald Trump is 
probably the one I’ve heard the most about recently.  He has said things like: 
“I'm going to do very well, that's what I do in life.” 
“I’m, like, a really smart person.” 
“Sorry losers and haters, but my I.Q. is one of the highest -and you all know it! Please don't feel so stupid or insecure, it's 
not your fault.” 
 
But before we judge Mr Trump too harshly, lots of studies have shown that most of us also over-estimate our abilities.  For 
example:  

 A survey of high-school students found that in terms of leadership skills, 70% of them described themselves as above 
average, which of course is impossible.  And in terms of getting on well with others, 85% described themselves as above 
average, with 25% rating themselves in the top 1%. 

 In a survey of drivers, 90% of them thought that they were above average in terms of driving skills and safety. 

 And in a survey of college professors, 94% described themselves as above average relative to their peers. 
 
Of course, we might claim that we’re not like that, that we’re much more humble and accurate in estimating our ability than 
most people.  But that kind of proves the point, doesn’t it? 
 
The early church in the Book of Acts was also a confident community.  As we saw last week, Peter and John courageously 
stood in front of the Sanhedrin and confidently defended their actions, declared the truth about Jesus, pointed to the 
Sanhedrin’s guilt in condemning Jesus, and proclaimed that salvation is found alone in Jesus.  And even when they were 
ordered not to speak any more about Jesus, they point blank refused to be silenced.   
 
But the confidence of this church was different.  It wasn’t based on an over-estimation of their intelligence, ability or 
strength.  Instead their confidence was in God.  We can see this right after Peter and John were released by the Sanhedrin.  
Acts 4:23-30: “On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and 
elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they 
said, “you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the 
mouth of your servant, our father David: 
“ ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth take their stand 
and the rulers gather together against the Lord  and against his Anointed One.’ 
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 
29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your 
hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
 
1. Confident In Their Church 
In the upper room, just before Jesus was arrested, Peter confidently declared, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I 
never will.” Matthew 26:33  Full of self-confidence, Peter suggested that even although the others might crumble and fail, 
he would never fail.  He would also stand for Christ, even if he had to stand alone!  
 
But now, all thought of being better than the rest was gone.  Instead, Peter and John realised that they needed the rest!  
“On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people.” Acts 4:23   
 
The Holy Spirit is the spirit of unity!  He brings us together in the Body of Christ and he teaches us our need for each other!  
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more 
as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:25   
 
God never wants us to be isolated and individualistic.  The courage and confidence he wants to see in us is not a lone 
ranger, one standing alone, kind.  We need each other. 
 
a) We Need To Share With Each Other 
And we need to share with each other.  When Peter and John met the believers they “reported all that the chief priests and 
elders had said to them.” Acts 4:23  I don’t think this was just about passing on information.  This was also about sharing 
problems and receiving encouragement. 
 
Paul taught the Galatian church to “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.” Galatians 



6:2  We are called to talk with each other, to listen to each other, to support and encourage each other.  There is great 
strength and confidence when we are living like this as the family of God!   
 
b) We Need To Pray With Each Other 
But they didn’t just meet to talk to each other.  Ultimately they met to talk to God!  Acts 4:24: “When they heard this, they 
raised their voices together in prayer to God.” 
 
Again, we see that this church was a praying community.  With one heart and mind, they turned to God in prayer!  This was 
an expression of their love and commitment to each other.  But even more so, it was an expression of their love and 
commitment to, and confidence in, God!  
 
Peter and John were confident of their church’s interest and support.  But their ultimate source of confidence was not in 
other Christians.  It was in the Lord!  And this is what this remarkable prayer that we read reveals so clearly. 
 
2. Confident in the Sovereignty of God 
Look at how this prayer begins: “Sovereign Lord.”  Acts 4:24.  This is the word Despotēs.  It emphasises that God is the ruler 
of unchallengeable authority!   
 
This is amazing. The Jewish authorities had arrested and imprisoned Peter and John.  The Sanhedrin had questioned and 
intimidated them, and ordered them to stay silent on threat of punishment.  Their safety was in danger.  Their lives were at 
risk.  Their future was uncertain.   
 
But these Christians could declare with confidence that there was a higher authority than these human rulers.  They 
believed that God was the one who was ultimately in control in this world.   
 
a) Our God is in Control 
This is how we can have confidence today.  Even in the face of opposition and prejudice, criticism and ridicule, injustice and 
violence, we can stand in the confidence that comes from knowing that our God is sovereign.  That is because “The Lord 
does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.” Psalm 135:6  
 
We can rejoice that no matter how bad things get for us in this world, our heavenly Father is ultimately in control.  
 
3. Confident in the Power of God  
But God is not only supreme in authority.  He also has the power to carry it out.   
“You made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.” Acts 4:24.  
 
Sometimes in the middle of problems and difficulties we struggle because our understanding of God is too small.   We see 
the problems as unsurmountable.  We see the difficulties as impossible.  And they may be to us.   
 
a) Our God is All-Powerful 
But if we really serve the God who made this whole vast universe of billions of light-years and billions of galaxies, then we 
can say with Jeremiah: “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and 
outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.” Jeremiah 32:17  
 
No matter how big our problems, no matter large our difficulties, we can stand confident in the fact that our God is bigger 
still! 
 
4. Confident in the Revelation of God 
Knowing God is sovereign and powerful is great.  But if he’s distant and disconnected from us, then we might be impressed, 
but not really supported or helped.    
But the early church was confident that their God was involved in their lives.  “You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the 
mouth of your servant, our father David.”  Acts 4:25 
 
a) Our God Has Spoken  
They were confident in the God of revelation.  They believed in the God who had spoken into their lives by his Holy Spirit 
and through his prophets.  They trusted in a personal God who was interested in his people, who cared enough to reveal 
himself and what they needed to know. 
 
This is a great source of confidence for us in this world.  There are so many things that unknown to us. So much that 



happens in this world that is beyond our comprehension.  And yet, we can be sure that we know God, because he has 
revealed himself to us, through his Word, but ultimately through his Son: “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through 
the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.” Hebrews 1:1–2  
 
5. Confident in the Knowledge of God 
But not only has God revealed himself.  He has also revealed aspects of the future to us.  In their prayer, the believers 
looked to Psalm 2: “Why do the nations rage 
and the peoples plot in vain?  The kings of the earth take their stand 
and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.” Acts 4:25-26 
 
David wrote this Psalm about 1000 years earlier.  And yet they believed it was pointing forward to the opposition and 
attacks that they had seen in their lifetime.  Indeed, “Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus.” Acts 4:27   
 
And so they didn’t panic when they were arrested, imprisoned, questioned or threatened.  Instead they saw that it was a 
fulfilment of prophecy – further evidence that God is sovereign in his knowledge.   
 
a) Our God is All-Knowing  
This can also be a great source of confidence for us in this world.  When the events in this world or even just in our own 
lives surprise, shock or even stun us, we don’t need to panic, we don’t need to crumble, because we know that God knew all 
about it before it happened!  “All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” 
Psalm 139:16  
 
And even if we are challenged, criticised or condemned, even by those who are closest to us – we don’t need to worry that 
somehow things have gone wrong, because God’s Word tells us that “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted.” 2 Timothy 3:12  
 
But not only does God Word warn us of these difficulties. Jesus promised that we are blessed despite them.  “Blessed are 
those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:10  
 
6. Confident in the Providence of God 
But this amazing prayer of the early church didn’t just state that God knew about this future opposition to his Son, nor that 
God was at work despite it.  It said that God was working through it to fulfil his purposes.  “They did what your power and 
will had decided beforehand should happen.” Acts 4:28 
 
This is one of those verses that holds in tension the two truths of human free-will and God’s supreme will!  Herod, Pilate, 
Caiaphas, Annas and the rest of the Jews who demanded Jesus’ death were all acting through selfish and sinful motives.   
 
They were trying to further their power and influence, protect their position, push their agendas. And yet, through their evil 
actions, God accomplished his great plan of salvation that had been decided from before the creation of this world! 
 
a) Our God is Always Working For Our Good 
I don’t think we’ll ever be able to work this out, but it is a great source of confidence in our lives.  Romans 8:28 states, “We 
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 
 
This certainly doesn’t mean that everything that happens to us is good.  This  doesn’t mean that we will like it or see it all 
work out in our lives.  But it does mean that no matter what we are going through, we can rest assured that God is at work 
in our lives, for our good and for his glory!   
 
7. Confident in the Goodness of God 
In prayer, these believers expressed amazing confidence in the sovereignty, power, revelation, knowledge and providence 
of God.  But they didn’t stop there.  They continued on to ask God for what they needed, believing that God would answer 
according to his goodness.   
 
Before when a Samaritan village didn’t welcome Jesus, James and John asked Jesus: “Lord, do you want us to call fire down 
from heaven to destroy them?” Luke 9:54  But this time, their prayers were very different.  
 
a) Consider the Threats  



First of all they asked God simply to “Consider their threats.” Acts 4:29.  This shows remarkable constraint.  They didn’t ask 
for God to stop the persecution or to punish those who were guilty of it.  They simply asked God to notice what was 
happening.  It was enough for them to know that God saw their suffering and that he would act appropriately!  
 
b) Enable Them to Preach 
Secondly they asked that God would “enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.” Acts 4:29  They had 
just been threatened never to speak the name of Jesus again, or else.  In response they asked God to enable them to speak 
more clearly and courageously than ever before!   
 
c) Empower them to Minister 
Lastly they prayed, “Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your 
holy servant Jesus.”  Acts 4:30  The Jewish leadership had threatened them with violence, but they didn’t pray for 
vengeance.  Instead they prayed for miracles of mercy.   
 
They prayed that God would work through them to minister in love to those who were hurting, so that they would see the 
grace of Jesus and come to know him as their own personal Saviour and Lord! 
 
What a request!  Despite the challenges and opposition they faced, this community was committed to standing for Christ.  
They knew that this was their calling, their mission, their purpose.  But they also were aware of their own limitations and 
weaknesses.  And so, in humility and faith, they asked him for the strength to fulfil his will in their lives!   
 
A guy called Phillips Brooks wrote: “Do not pray for easy lives, pray to be stronger men and women. Do not pray for tasks 
equal to your powers. Pray for powers equal to your tasks.” 
 
This is what this church prayed for.  They didn’t pray for God to change their circumstances and make their lives easier.  
Instead they prayed for the strength to overcome their circumstances so that they might continue to bring glory and honour 
to their Saviour! 
 
8. Confident in God 
This is a remarkable prayer.  It isn’t the prayer of self-confidence.  They didn’t boast in their ability, commitment or 
strength.  Instead it was the prayer of a community who were confident in God – in his sovereignty, power, revelation, 
knowledge, providence and goodness.   
 
And God answered their prayer. Acts 4:31: “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” 
 

 The place was shaken as a sign and reminder of God’s power.   

 The people were filled with the Spirit as they again experienced God’s presence.   

 And they shared the message of Jesus in fulfilment of God’s purpose and with demonstrations of God’s power. 
 
This is the kind of confidence that we need.  Not based on an over-estimation of our abilities – but one that is solidly based 
on an accurate understanding of who our God truly is.  I pray that each one of us will stand confident in our God!   

Andrew Burt  
Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship  

July 31st 2016 
 
 


