
ECF January 8th 2017 2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1 Connect and Separate 
We’re going to start with a bit of a crazy little clip.  Have a look at this:  Video: Bubble Wrap Believers! 
 
I know that it is a bit on the wacky side, but I think there is so much truth in this.  So many of us as Christians naturally hide 
from open and vulnerable relationships with other believers.  We retreat into ourselves and disconnect from true 
fellowship! 
 
There can be many reasons for this.  It could be because of: 

 Pride and feelings of superiority, 

 Or fear of being rejected or betrayed, 

 Or past hurts and disappointments, 

 Or simply a false idea of what Christian fellowship should be like. 
 
But whatever the reasons behind it, when we wrap ourselves up and hide from real connections with others we miss out on 
so much of what God wants to do in our lives.  And so in our next section of his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
appealed to the Christians to open their hearts to him.  
 
But this didn’t mean that they should have close, deep and open connection with anybody and everybody.  In this same 
section he also called them to in some way separate themselves from others who did not share their faith in Christ!   
 
In our relationships, God wants to both connect and separate.  2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1:  
 
“We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection 
from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts 
also. 
14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what 
fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in 
common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of 
the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my 
people.” 
17 “Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. 
Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” 
18 “I will be a Father to you,  and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 
Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, 
perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.”  
 
1. Be Open-Hearted With Each Other 
Dr. Branden, was a well-known Canadian psychologist who often wrote about marriage.  When he was asked whether there 
were specific ways in which couples who remain happily in love behave differently from couples who don’t, his answer was 
an emphatic, “Yes!”  He said that couples who stay in love never take their relationship for granted, but they express their 
affection for each other every day in various ways, including . 
• They frequently say “I love you.” 
• They are physically affectionate. 
• They verbalize their appreciation and admiration. 
• They create time alone together. 
• They share their thoughts and feelings, confiding in each other. 
 
The apostle Paul wasn’t married, but he clearly believed that open-hearted expressions of affection were important in other 
relationships too.  Here he wrote that he had “opened wide our hearts to you.” 2 Corinthians 6:11, and that “We are not 
withholding our affection from you.”  2 Corinthians 6:12   
 
a) Declaring Love 
Paul wasn’t afraid to openly and affectionately express his love for the Christians in Corinth.  Earlier, Paul had said that he 
wrote to them “to let you know the depth of my love for you.” 2 Corinthians 2:4  He told them that he cared for them, that 
he valued them. 
 
b) Spending Time  
He had also spent time communicating with them -  spending time teaching them when he was in Corinth, writing to them 
on at least four occasions.  And as we’ve seen his travel plans had been designed around his desire to spend more time with 



them: “I planned to visit you on my way to Macedonia and to come back to you from Macedonia.”  2 Corinthians 1:16 
 
c) Sharing Experiences 
He had also openly shared his life with them – not just his successes and triumphs, but also his struggles and hardships: “We 
do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered.” 2 Corinthians 1:8.  This letter is filled with 
personal details about his life that he chose to reveal to the members of this church.   
 
And it wasn’t just the bare facts that he told them about.  He opened up his heart and described how he felt at those times 
– talking with vulnerability of a wide range of emotions, including joy and grief, distress and comfort, despair and 
encouragement.  He told them about his tears and the times when he felt that he just couldn’t go on. 
 
d) Encouraging Discipleship 
But this wasn’t some kind of pity-party.  Paul wasn’t so wrapped up in his own little world that he wrote to this church to 
tell them all about himself and his struggles.  The reason for writing all of this, was for their benefit, and not for his.   
 
As we saw last time he wrote, “We urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.” 2 Corinthians 6:1.  His greatest concern and 
his reason for writing to them was that they would not follow the teaching of the false teachers who had infiltrated this 
church and so be led away from the truth about Jesus. 
 
e) Forgiving Faults 
But what made all of this open-hearted expression of love so incredible, was that this was to a church that had caused Paul 
so much pain and disappointment.  Do you remember how we read in 2 Corinthians 2:1 of his “painful visit.”?    
 
They should have been the first to defend his apostleship as they had benefitted from his ministry in so many ways, and yet 
they had listened to his critics, questioned his credentials and were beginning to reject his message.   
 
And yet Paul was still willing to reach out in love to them.  He was still willing to be vulnerable with them – opening up his 
heart, declaring his love, spending his time, sharing his feelings, encouraging them in their discipleship.  
 
f) Responding to Love 
And all that he wanted in return, was for this church to open their hearts to him.  “As a fair exchange—I speak as to my 
children—open wide your hearts also.” 2 Corinthians 6:13 
 
He didn’t want their money or possessions.  He wasn’t interested in position or prestige.  All he wanted was for them to 
love him as he had loved them.   He wanted them to accept him as he had accepted them, to care about him as he had 
about them, to open up their lives to him as he had to them.   
 
And this is what God longs to see in his family – an open-hearted, authentic and affectionate love for each other.  In the 
upper room, Jesus said to his disciples: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35    
 
Love for each other should be the defining characteristic of our church.  It is how we live out who we are as followers of 
Jesus and children of God.   
 
And this love for each other is not to be a superficial, nominal or conditional love like this world knows.  But rather it should 
be the kind of love that Jesus has poured into our hearts – the outrageously unconditional, undeserved, unlimited and 
unending love that Jesus expressed when he went to the cross for us.  “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.” 1 John 3:16  
 
So are we willing to open wide our hearts to each other?  Are we willing to sincerely love each other, spend time with each 
other, openly share our experiences, the good and the bad, encourage each other in our discipleship and forgive each other 
for our faults?  Are we willing to deepen our connection with each other? 
 
2. Be Separate from the World 
But the other aspect of this section is our relationship with the world.  As we deepen our connection with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, Paul urged us to separate ourselves from this world.  His key idea is summed up with the command: “Do 
not be yoked together with unbelievers.” 2 Corinthians 6:14.  But what does that mean? 
 
a) Don’t Isolate From the World 



Some people have taken this idea of separation to mean that we should isolate ourselves from everyone who is not trusting 
in Jesus.  But it is clear that this is not what the Bible teaches.   
 
In his first letter to this church, Paul talked about unbelievers being present in their worship services and about accepting 
dinner invitations from non-Christians: “If some unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put 
before you without raising questions of conscience.” 1 Corinthians 10:27  
 
And when he taught about keeping away from those living in sexual immorality, he made it clear he was talking about those 
claiming to be Christians and “not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world.”  1 Corinthians 5:10  
 
He even answered their questions about what to do if some in their church were married to unbelievers, encouraging them 
to stay married if at all possible:  “If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must 
not divorce her.” 1 Corinthians 7:12 
 
So this teaching does not mean isolation.  It does not mean living in a holy huddle or a monastic community, cut off from 
everyone who doesn’t follow Jesus. 
 
After all, Jesus came to be our “Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” Matthew 1:23, when we were still sinners.  And 
because of the time he spent with those who lived messed up and ungodly lives, he was accused of being, “A friend of tax 
collectors and ‘sinners.’” Luke 7:34  
 
And as Ambassadors for Christ, we have been called to follow in his footsteps.   Just before he went to the cross, Jesus 
prayed “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world… As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 
world.” John 17:15,18  
 
b) Be Disconnected From the World 
So we’re not called to stay out of the world in isolation.  But we are called to in some way be disconnected from it. 
 
This metaphor seems to come from an agricultural law in Deuteronomy 22:10 which states: “Do not plough with an ox and a 
donkey yoked together.”  These two animals were not to be connected together by means of a yoke and forced to work 
together.   
 
The Law didn’t give a reason why.  Perhaps it was because the ox was classed as a clean animal, whereas the donkey was 
unclean, or simply because they were different nature and sizes from each other, and so would not work well together.   
 

i) We Are Different 
But Paul took this idea and applied to us by saying that it is wrong for a believer in Jesus to be intimately connected with an 
unbeliever, because through our faith in Jesus, we are different.  Paul emphasised this with five rhetorical questions:  
 

 “For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?” 2 Corinthians 6:14  Because of our faith in Jesus, we 
have been declared righteous in God’s sight by God’s grace, and so we different from those who are still in their sins. 

 “Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” 2 Corinthians 6:14  Jesus as the light of the world has shone into our 
hearts, and so he calls us to “Live as children of light.” Ephesians 5:8  

 “What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?” 2 Corinthians 6:15  Belial was another Jewish name for Satan.  As 
Christians, we no longer belong to Satan, because God “has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” Colossians 1:13  

 “What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?” 2 Corinthians 6:15.  As we saw again last week, our faith in 
Jesus has changed everything: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!" 2 
Corinthians 5:17  

 And finally, “What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?” 2 Corinthians 6:15  How can those who 
live to worship the one true and living God agree with those who worship a false god whether it is a statue, a person, 
money, beauty, fame or anything else? 

 
ii) We Should Live Differently  

This is not about arrogantly thinking that we are better than everyone else in this world.  Rather it is about recognising that 
through our faith in Jesus, our identity has been transformed so that we’re different from this world.  We are children of 
God, citizens of heaven, called to serve the one true and living God who lives within us by his Spirit.   
 



And so if we are really living out who we are in Christ, if we really are following Jesus as we claim to, then we can’t be yoked 
together with unbelievers.  We can’t walk side by side with them, all the way.  We can’t fully agree with them and their 
choices.  We can’t live totally connected with them.  There will always be a pull in different directions because we’re 
heading to different destinations, we have different standards and values, different purposes and plans, different lifestyles 
and different ambitions.   
 
And that means, if we try to be fully connected with them – then we will end up compromising on our commitment to 
Christ!  As James warns: “Don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God? Anyone who chooses to be 
a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God." James 4:4  
  

iii) We Need to Leave Decisively  
And so Paul called his readers to decisively leave this world behind: “Therefore come out from them and be separate, says 
the Lord.  Touch no unclean thing.”  2 Corinthians 6:17  
 
God has called us to disconnect from this world, it’s standards, belief-systems, lifestyles, ambitions and behaviour.  And 
instead, dedicate ourselves to God, to live as God’s holy people.   
 
This is simply about living out what it means to be the church “those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy.”  1 
Corinthians 1:2  God has set us apart from this world and to himself, and so he calls us to live this out in our everyday lives. 
 
And this requires us to remove from our lives anything we can that would pollute our minds, corrupt our behaviour or infect 
our hearts. “Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence 
for God.” 2 Corinthians 7:1  If we want to honour our holy and perfect God, then we will want to get rid of everything that 
dishonours and disrespects him. 
 
This is a tough challenge.  We need to live in this world, but not live like this world.  If we are committed to this, then it will 
impact every aspect of our lives - the friendships we cultivate, the entertainment we experience, the teachers we listen to, 
the places we go, the activities we enjoy.   
 
Of course Paul doesn’t give us a detailed list of things to avoid or things that we can accept, because that could so easily pull 
us back into living by the law and slavery to legalism, guilt and pride. 
 
So it isn’t about setting rules that we impose on others.  Rather it is about individually working out what it means to live a 
holy life, set apart from the world and set apart for God, as we depend on the guidance of God’s Word, the wisdom of God’s 
people and the leading of God’s Spirit. 
 
c) So We Can Enjoy Closeness With God 
This is difficult, but the benefits of this separation are so worth it!  Listen to these amazing promises: 

 “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 2 Corinthians 6:16 

 “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  2 Corinthians 6:18 
 
Separation from this world and dedication to God, not only enables us to honour the one who rescued us with the precious 
blood of his Son, but also enables us to enjoy closeness with him - intimate fellowship with God, the blessing of coming into 
the holy presence of the Lord Almighty, of running into the arms of our loving heavenly Father!   
 
Conclusion 
So God doesn’t want us to live bubble-wrapped from everyone else, hiding in fear and isolation.  But neither does he want 
us to develop relationships indiscriminately.  Instead God wants us to  

 Be connected to his people in open and authentic friendship. 

 Be separate from this world, without being isolated from it. 

 So that ultimately we can enjoy close fellowship with himself as we live for him each day. 
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