
ECF 30th April 2017 2 Corinthians 13:1-10 Keep on Serving  
In January of this year, athlete Ron Hill, finally took a day off.  This 78 year old guy from Lancashire in England competed in 
the Olympic Games in the 1960’s and 70’s and was a marathon champion, having finished 115 of them. 
 
However, his greatest claim to fame is that he is the holder of the world’s greatest run streak.  To qualify you have to run at 
least one mile every single day without fail.  And Ron had done this, believe it or not, for the past 52 years and 39 days.   
 
He didn’t even miss a day when he snapped his sternum in a car crash in 1993, and only stopped this January because he 
was having serious pains in his chest!  It is a remarkable achievement.  It is incredibly tough to keep on going, day in and day 
out!   
 
But I think it is even more challenging to do this in our Christian lives and service.  It is tough to day in and day out keep on 
serving the Lord.  Most, if not all of us, are at times tempted to ease off, take a break, or just to give up completely.   
 
But there are Christians who have overcome this temptation, and keep on serving God no matter how tough it gets.  The 
apostle Paul was one of those guys and in this second last section in 2 Corinthians, he shows us how we need to keep on 
going in our life and service for God. 
 
2 Corinthians 13:1-10: “This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or 
three witnesses.” 2 I already gave you a warning when I was with you the second time. I now repeat it while absent: On my 
return I will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the others, 3 since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking 
through me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you. 4 For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, 
yet he lives by God’s power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him to serve you. 
5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realise that Christ Jesus is in you—
unless, of course, you fail the test? 6 And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God 
that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test but that you will do what is right 
even though we may seem to have failed. 8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We are glad 
whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is for your perfection. 10 This is why I write these things when I 
am absent, that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my use of authority—the authority the Lord gave me for building 
you up, not for tearing you down.” 
 
1. Committed to God’s Call    
This had been an difficult letter for Paul to write.  He had led many of these Christians in Corinth to the Lord, and yet his 
relationship with them was strained.  They had criticised his decisions, questioned his character, ability, apostleship and his 
message.  And they’d accepted those who opposed him and preached a different gospel.   
  
a) Willingness to Revisit  
And yet here, he declared his willingness to revisit them: “This will be my third visit to you.” 2 Corinthians 13:1   
 
This shows remarkable commitment to them.  This was in the age when travel was difficult and dangerous.  You couldn’t 
just hop on a plane and arrive in a couple of hours.  Back in 2 Corinthians 11:25-26 Paul wrote: “Three times I was 
shipwrecked… I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits.”   
 
But even more than that, Paul’s previous visits to Corinth had been far from easy.  On his first visit, he had been violently 
opposed by some of the Jews.  And this  had been so difficult, that one night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be 
afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you.” Acts 18:9–10   It was only God’s presence that enabled Paul to 
stay for a year and a half, and see this church planted.   
 
But his second visit to this city was even more difficult.  It was a “painful visit.” 2 Corinthians 2:1, not because of persecution 
from unbelievers, but because of the attacks from within this church.  It was so bad, that he had to leave or things would 
only have got worse. 
 
But despite all of this, Paul was willing to go back.  He didn’t give up on them.  He didn’t walk away.  He didn’t abandon 
them.  He was committed to fulfilling God’s call on his life to minister to them.   
 
This is our call too.  “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.” Romans 12:10  As brothers and sisters in Christ, God 
wants us to be committed to each other, to stick by each other, through good times and bad.   
 
That’s because this is God’s commitment to us.  He has said to us, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 



13:5  
 
b) Willingness to Repeat  
But Paul wasn’t just willing to revisit them.  He was also willing to repeat his message to them.  “I already gave you a 
warning when I was with you the second time. I now repeat it while absent.” 2 Corinthians 13:2 
 
Paul had warned them before about the danger that they were in, either from the false teaching that they had accepted, or 
the wrong lifestyles they were living.  But some of them hadn’t listened.  They had ignored or rejected Paul’s warning.   
 
But Paul didn’t just stop speaking.  He didn’t just give up. Neither did he change the message.  “We cannot do anything 
against the truth.” 2 Corinthians 13:8.   Instead he was willing to warn them again that when he came back, he would 
discipline those who were sinning. 
 
He even backed it up from a principle from the law: “Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.” 2 Corinthians 13:1  Just as in court cases, more than one witness testimony was required to convict, so he was 
willing to repeat his warning to convict them of their need to repent.   
 
That’s not easy to do.  It can be so disheartening having to say the same thing more than once.  Sometimes we might be 
tempted to say, “I’m only going to tell you this once.”  But we know as parents, teachers, coaches, or even just friends, that 
often people need to hear something more than once, if it really is going to sink in.   
 
And this is how God has spoken.  Throughout history God has called out to this world again and again, warning them of his 
coming judgement and their need of salvation.  When Jesus came, he repeated this call.  And today, God still patiently calls 
out to this world.  This is Peter’s explanation for the delay in Jesus’ return: “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 
Peter 3:9  
 
And so we’re called to do the same - to faithfully repeat the message of the gospel, again and again.  Paul wrote to Timothy: 
“Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and 
careful instruction.” 2 Timothy 4:2  We need to keep on going to this world with the gospel. 
 
2. Confident in God’s Power 
And we can do this, if like Paul, we are confident in God’s power.   
 
a) To Work in People’s Hearts  
Some people in Corinth were questioning whether God was really speaking through Paul.  “You are demanding proof that 
Christ is speaking through me.” 2 Corinthians 13:3  They were unimpressed by his ability or eloquence and so doubted the 
effectiveness of his ministry. 
 
But Paul’s confidence was not in himself, but in the one who spoke through him.  “He is not weak in dealing with you, but is 
powerful among you.” 2 Corinthians 13:3.  Paul believed in the power of God to work in people’s hearts: 

• to confront the arrogant 

• to convict the sinner 

• to change the hopeless  

• to comfort the discouraged 
 
He said in 2 Corinthians 10:4: “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strongholds.”  And so he was willing to keep on speaking to this church, keep on warning them, 
teaching them, encouraging them.   
 
And this is why we can keep on going in our mission to share the gospel with a world that at times seems so hardened and 
uninterested.  We can say with Paul: “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes.” Romans 1:16  
 
b) To Work Through Our Weakness 
And we can have this confidence, even when we feel feeble and weak.  Many people had accused Paul of being weak.  And 
Paul knew that in many ways this was true.  “We are weak in him.” 2 Corinthians 13:4  In this letter he described his 
emotional and physical pain, his times of poverty, need, intense suffering and his thorn in the flesh.   
 



But he knew that none of this really mattered because even in his weakness, he could say: “Yet by God’s power we will live 
with him to serve you.” 2 Corinthians 13:4  He knew that God often chooses to work in power through our weakness.  
 
The ultimate example of this is Jesus.  “He was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s power.” 2 Corinthians 13:4  On 
the cross, Jesus looked weak, helpless and unable to save anyone.  And yet it was through the weakness of the cross, that 
God accomplished his powerful plan of salvation, demonstrated by the empty tomb on Resurrection Morning.  
 
And so we don’t need to despair when we feel powerless.  We don’t need to give up when we feel exhausted and drained.  
God has chosen to work in power to change lives through us, even in our weakness. “We have this treasure in jars of clay to 
show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7  
 
3. Certain of God’s Salvation    
But thirdly this confidence that God is working through us depends on how certain we are of God’s salvation.   
a) We Need To Test Ourselves 
The Corinthians had spent a great deal of time examining Paul.  But he told them “Examine yourselves… test yourselves.” 2 
Corinthians 13:5   
 
We are much more comfortable examining others. We want to scrutinise their lives, their actions, their commitment.  And 
sometimes that is needed.   
 
When choosing those who serve in church, Paul says, “They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, 
let them serve as deacons.” 1 Timothy 3:10  
 
And when we people claim to speak a message from God to us, then we also need to test them.  “Do not treat prophecies 
with contempt. 21 Test everything. Hold on to the good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:20–21 
 
In fact, when Paul visited the city of Berea, they were commended because they “examined the Scriptures every day to see 
if what Paul said was true.” Acts 17:11  They correctly put Paul to the test, to see if his teaching matched what the Bible 
said.   
 
But testing others must never be used as an excuse to avoid testing ourselves.  This is our first responsibility.  Before we 
look at others, we need to look at our own lives.  We need to examine ourselves. 
 
b) We need to be sure we’re in the faith 
And the first and most important question we need to ask is where we stand with God.  “Examine yourselves to see 
whether you are in the faith.” 2 Corinthians 13:5 
 
This means that at times we need to examine our lives, our attitudes, actions and words to test to see if we are allowing 
God to transform us in the likeness of his Son.  But if we start there, highlighting our failures, our falling short, our sin, then 
it is easy for us to become discouraged, disheartened and in despair. 
 
Instead, we need to start with this basic question – of whether we are in the faith.  Have we put our trust in Jesus as our 
Saviour and Lord?  Have we asked him to forgive us our sin and lead us in our lives?   
 
If we have not, then it doesn’t matter what else we do – we are outside of God’s kingdom and we are lost.  But if we have – 
then we can stand with confidence that we belong to God and that we have eternal life.  “He who has the Son has life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 1 John 5:12  
 
Paul was sure that he had passed this test.  And he wanted the believers in Corinth to have that same certainty.   
 
c) We need to be sure that Christ is in us 
And if we pass this test, then we can stand in the certainty of knowing “that Christ Jesus is in you.” 2 Corinthians 13:6    
 
When Jesus sent out his disciples into this dark, dangerous and difficult world, he knew that they would face opposition and 
hardship.  He knew that they would face days when they felt like they couldn’t keep going.  And so he promised them: 
“Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20  
 
And this is what gives us certainty that enables us to keep on living for God and serving him day after day.  It is not in our 
character, our goodness, our achievements.  It is not in our abilities, our knowledge or our programs.  Instead, it is in reality 



of the presence of Christ in us!  We need to be certain of God’s salvation. 
 
4. Compassionate towards God’s People 
But that doesn’t lead to complacency.  Rather it is the presence of Christ in us that energises us to lay down our lives in 
service for others.  This is what Paul had been doing for the Corinthians in a number of ways.   
 
a) Pray for them 
Firstly, he had been praying for them.  He said, “Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong.” 2 Corinthians 
13:7  Paul was committed to praying for them that they would do what was right in their lives. 
 
He also wrote that: “Our prayer is for your perfection.” 2 Corinthians 13:9  This doesn’t indicate that he thought they could 
live in sinless perfection.  Rather this is about restoration.  It is about bringing them back to being the community that God 
had called them to be! 
 
And this prayer wasn’t motivated by selfishness.  “Not that people will see that we have stood the test but that you will do 
what is right even though we may seem to have failed.” 2 Corinthians 13:7  He didn’t want this church to do well so that he 
would get the credit, or that his ministry would be validated.  He was just concerned for them.  
 
b) Writing to Them 
Secondly, he had also written to them:  “This is why I write these things when I am absent, that when I come I may not have 
to be harsh in my use of authority—the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down.” 2 
Corinthians 13:10 
 
Paul had the authority to confront error and correct those who had been following it.  But he wasn’t looking for 
opportunities to show off his authority and tear people down!  Instead, he wrote to them in love to encourage them to get 
back on track with God, so that he could continue to build them up as a community of God’s people. 
 
c) Suffer for Them  
And lastly, Paul was willing to do this even through suffering for them.  “We are glad whenever we are weak but you are 
strong.” 2 Corinthians 13:9  As we’ve seen in this letter, Paul’s ministry cost him a lot in so many ways.  But Paul was more 
than willing to suffer in weakness if it meant that this church would go from strength to strength in their relationship with 
Christ. 
 
That was why Paul was able to keep going in serving.  He wasn’t in it for himself, as long as things went well.  Rather in 
compassion, he was laying down his life for others, no matter what it cost. 
 
Of course, this wasn’t because Paul’s compassion or love.  Rather this was because of the love of Christ that god had poured 
into his heart.  As he wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:14: “Christ’s love compels us.”   
 
And if we are going to keep going in our Christian lives, then we need that same love from Christ to motivate our selfless 
service. 

• If we get involved in service for what we can get out of it, then sooner or later we will be discouraged and defeated.  
The lack of appreciation will get to us. The cost will be too high.  And we’ll give up. 

• But if we get involved in service because Christ’s love motivates us to reach out in compassion to others, then we will be 
able to keep on serving whether in prayer, writing, speaking or even in suffering!  

 
Conclusion 
Yes living for Christ and serving him day after day can be tough.  But we don’t need to give up.  We don’t need to throw in 
the towel.  Instead, I pray that we will be: 

• Committed to God’s Call: to be devoted to each other and preach the truth 

• Confident in God’s Power: to change lives, even through people like us 

• Certain of God’s Salvation: knowing that because we’ve trusted in Christ, he lives in us 

• Compassionate towards God’s People – doing whatever we can to selflessly love each other as Christ has loved us. 
Andrew Burt   Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship  April 30th 2017 

 


