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Around 2010, a new word came into our vocabulary.  It was then that we first heard of the problem of ghost estates.  These 
housing estates, were started during the housing boom, but when the bubble burst and the builders went bust, they were 
left partly finished, partly occupied or sometimes completely empty.   
 
At the height of the problem, it was estimated that there were as many as 300,000 empty houses in Ireland in more than 
2,800 estates.  By now some have been completed and filled, but some remain – including one up by Vinegar Hill. 
 
Of course, we’re not the only country to have had this problem.  In Spain there were also many apartments and other 
residential areas that were never finished or occupied.  But the biggest problem is in China, where there are ghost towns, 
shopping malls, even theme parks! 
 
But when God created this world, he didn’t make a ghost estate, an unoccupied world.  Isaiah 45:18 says that: “He did not 
create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited.”  
 
So last week we looked at the first 3 days of creation and saw how God formed what was formless, creating separations, 
structure and systems.  And we saw how this reflects the nature and glory of our God, because our “God is not a God of 
disorder.”  1 Corinthians 14:33   
 
But this week, we are going to look at the second 3 days of creation to see how God filled what he had formed, to again 
reflect and magnify his nature and his glory.  
 
1. Day 4  
Genesis 1:14-19: “And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 
them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on 
the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern 
the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day 
and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fourth day.” 
 
a) An Immense God  
On Day 4, God made the sun, moon and stars.  This has always pointed to the immensity of God.  I’m sure many of us have 
looked up at the sky and been amazed at the power, wisdom and creativity of the God who made it all. 
 
And recent advances in technology and astronomy have increased this sense of wonder and amazement.  In AD 150, the 
astronomer Claudius Ptolemy catalogued 1,022 stars.  But there are many more than that.  Even with the naked eye, from 
both hemispheres, it is estimated that you can see 10,000 stars.   
 
But the Bible has always said that this number is far too small.  God promised to Abraham that his descendants would be, 
“…as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.” Genesis 22:17    
 
And now, with the help of modern telescopes, we can understand something of what God meant.  No astronomer knows 
exactly how many stars there are.  But it is estimated to be something like 1022 or ten billion trillion.  Even our own galaxy is 
estimated to contain over 100 billion stars.   
 
And yet the Bible declares that God didn’t only make them through the power of his word, but that “He determines the 
number of the stars and calls them each by name.  Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.” 
Psalm 147:4-5 The vastness of the universe is beyond our comprehension, but not that of our amazing God!  
 
b) A Difficult Problem 
But modern science does present a problem to a simple interpretation of this day of creation.  As we’ve learned how far 
away many of these stars are, it would appear that it would take their light billions of years to get from there to here.  The 
fact that we can see them, proves to many that our universe must be billions of years old. 
 
I don’t think there is a simple answer to this, however, Christian astronomers have suggested a number of different possible 
solutions to this.  One that I read is based on Isaiah 40:22 where it says that, “He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, 
and spreads them out like a tent to live in.”   
 
This implies that this universe used to be much smaller than it is now.  And actually modern astronomy has again caught up 



with the Bible as most modern astronomers accept that the universe is expanding. 
 
But ultimately, if we believe in a God who can create these stars, then we can believe in a God who can bring their light to 
this earth from the far reaches of this universe! 
 
c) A Strange Order   
And this is God’s declared purpose in creating this vast universe.  And this also helps us answer another question about day 
4.   
 
On the first day, God created light: “God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.” Genesis 1:3.  God separated this 
light from the darkness, creating the very first daylight.  And so there was the evening and morning of the first three days.  
But it wasn’t until day 4, that God made the sun, moon and stars that in our experience are necessary to give that light, and 
to mark day from night.   
 
For some people this is further proof that Genesis 1 should not be read as the chronological record of how God created this 
world.  But I don’t think that is necessarily the case.   
 
Just because our world functions in one way today, does not mean that it is impossible for God to have done things 
differently in the past.  If God really is the God who created this world from nothing, then is it impossible for him to provide 
light, dawn and dusk without the presence of a sun?  A couple of weeks ago we read: “Sovereign Lord, you have made the 
heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.” Jeremiah 32:17  
 
So maybe instead of saying that it is impossible for God to provide light without the sun, moon or stars, we should ask why 
did God do this? 
  
d) A Clear Purpose  
And I think that one answer comes from the fact that God does not name them here.  Instead he simply refers to them as 
“the greater light… and the lesser light.” Genesis 1:16.  It seems God is being careful so that we would not elevate these 
lights to something more than they are. 
 
In the neighbouring cultures to the nation of Israel, the sun and moon were looked on as some of the most important gods 
to be worshipped.  And the stars were often credited with controlling human destiny – which of course continues today 
with so many people checking their horoscopes, believing that they can guide them in the decisions they face. 
 
But God wanted us to know that the sun and moon and stars were nothing more than a part of his creation.  Yes they are 
mind-blowing in their beauty, size and number, yet they are not the gods of this universe, they are not the source of light 
and life in this world and they do not control our destiny.   
 
And so they are not to be worshipped or honoured.  That honour belongs to God alone.  John says about the Word, the Son 
of God: “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that 
life was the light of men.” John 1:3–4  
 
And so God waited until day 4 to make these lights, so that we would not put too much emphasis on them.  And on that 
day, God described their three-fold purpose: 

• Firstly, “Let them be lights… to separate the day from the night.” Genesis 1:14.   

• Secondly, “Let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years.” Genesis 1:14.   

• Thirdly, “Let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” Genesis 1:15 
 
So theses lights in the sky are not gods to be served.  Instead they serve us, dividing the day from night, giving structure and 
order to our lives by dividing time into days, months, seasons and years, and they provide the light we need on earth. 
 
And so rather than calling us to worship them, instead they shine their light on the power and care of our Creator and 
encourage us to give him all the glory and all of the honour.  It is no wonder that Psalm 19:1 says that“The heavens declare 
the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”   
 
2. Day 5  
Then on Day 5 God filled the sea and sky that he formed on Day 2, with an amazing diversity of swimming and flying living 
creatures.  Genesis 1:20-23: “And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the expanse of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with 



which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on 
the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.” 
 
a) Life in the Sea 
We are still discovering the truth of the statement that God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures.” Genesis 1:20  
From the massive blue whales, to beautifully patterned fish, to powerful sharks, to graceful little sea horses, to the crazy 
looking 6 metre long giant squid landed off Dingle just last week, the sea certainly is still teeming with life today, even after 
some of the amazing sea creatures of the past that have become extinct, like the Tylosaurus which could reach 15 m in size.   
 
And even today, new species of animals are being discovered.  Just last year, researchers from the University of 
Southampton and the Natural History Museum in London reported that they had found 6 previously undiscovered species 
around hydrothermal vents in the Indian Ocean including a kind of hairy-chested crab, two species of snail, and new species 
of scaleworm. 
No wonder Psalm 104:24-25 says:   
“How many are your works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you made them all;  
the earth is full of your creatures. 
25 There is the sea, vast and spacious, 
teeming with creatures beyond number— 
living things both large and small.” 
  
b) Life in the Sky 
And it no less amazing to think about all the different kinds of birds that God created when he said, “Let birds fly above the 
earth across the expanse of the sky.”  Genesis 1:21 
 
There are about 10,000 known bird species on the earth.  And although nobody has been able to count them, it has been 
estimated that there are somewhere between 100 and 400 billion individual birds in the world today – about 50 birds per 
person.   
 
c) God’s Blessing  
But we’re not supposed to respond to this by marveling at the wonders of nature.  Instead, we’re supposed to see in this, 
the evidence of the blessing of God.  This is the first time in the Bible that the idea of God’s blessing is introduced.  “God 
blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the 
earth.”  Genesis 1:22 
 
God blessed these creatures.  He promised his divine favour on them.  This enabled them to be fruitful and increase in 
number – always following God’s order of reproducing “according to their kinds.” Genesis 1:21, which I hope you remember 
from last week tells us that these offspring were always the same kind as their parents. 
 
And throughout the Bible, it is God’s blessing that is key to our success as human beings: 

• Next week, we’ll see that God gives his blessing to humanity.  

• Later, Genesis records this blessing given to Noah, then to Abraham,  

• Then this blessing was given to the nation of Israel, if they continued to obey God’s laws. 

• But ultimately, we who have trusted in Jesus are those who have been “blessed… in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ.” Ephesians 1:3 

 
And so when Jesus spoke about the birds, he said that although they’re looked after by God, we are much more precious in 
his sight: “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God.  Indeed, the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” Luke 12:6–7  
 
Day 5 then speaks powerfully to us not only of the wonder of the creativity of our God in designing all of these animals, but 
also of the certainty of God’s promises of blessing.  When he promises to bless us, he is able and faithful to fulfil. 
 
3. Day 6 
And so finally we get to Day 6, where God filled the land that he formed on day 3.  The description of this day is longer than 
all of the rest, probably as this is the pinnacle of creation.  And so we we’re going to leave the creation of people to next 
week and just focus on the first part now: Genesis 1:24-25: “And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according 
to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 



25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move 
along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.” 
 

a) Life on the Land  
On the 6th day, God made all sorts of animals: “livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals.” Genesis 
1:24.  It isn’t exactly clear what these different groups are, but they point to the huge diversity of land animals in God’s 
world. 
 
And again, these animals were made, “each according to their kinds.”  Genesis 1:25, which means that they could only 
reproduce within their kind.  We can see this reality with dogs.  There are so many varieties of dogs, and they vary so much 
from one another - from the Chihuahua to the Great Dane.  And yet, no matter how much you breed dogs, they still only 
reproduce dogs.   
 
b) The God Who Provides  
But God didn’t only create these animals, he also provided food for them: Genesis 1:30: “And to all the beasts of the earth 
and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give 
every green plant for food.” And it was so.” 
 
For many of us, this stirs up a whole load of questions.  Does this imply that all the animals initially only ate plants?  How is 
this possible when these animals today don’t have the digestive ability to live that way and show so much of the necessary 
ability to hunt, kill and eat other animal prey? 
 
I don’t think the Bible answers this directly.  But this passage does hint at the fact that the animals in the original creation 
were not part of a brutal, kill or be killed world. 
 
This fits with the apparent absence of fear when God brought all the animals to Adam to name them in Genesis 2.  And it 
fits with fact that the Bible says that death, at least for human beings, only invaded this world as a result of mankind’s sin: 
“Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin.” Romans 5:12  
 
It also fits with the prophecies that one day, when Christ reigns supremely on the earth: “The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, 
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.”  Isaiah 11:6-7 
This looks like God’s redemption of creation, re-creating the peace and harmony that was lost in the fall. 
 
But whatever you make of this, the clear message of Day 6 in terms of the animals is that God provides for his creation.  
Psalm 145:15-16 says: “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 16 You open your hand 
and satisfy the desires of every living thing.”  
 
Later in Genesis, Abraham will call God, “Yahweh Yireh”, the Lord who provides!  And if God looks after his creation in this 
way, then how much more can we who have trusted in Jesus and been adopted as God’s children into his family, depend on 
God to provide for what we need.  Paul says “My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ 
Jesus.” Philippians 4:19  Our heavenly Father is the God who provides!   
 
Conclusion 
This world is not empty and desolate because God has filled it: 

• With sun, moon and stars that give light and structure to our days, months and years and encourage us to lift our eyes 
in wonder to our Creator. 

• With sea creatures and birds that show that when God promises to bless, he will fulfil. 

• With land animals that show that God can be trusted to provide for his creation. 
 
This is God’s World and throughout it we can see the eternal power and divine nature of our Creator and our Heavenly 
Father.   
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