
ECF 4th June 2017 Genesis 1:26-31 The Pinnacle of Creation 
For many people, this is what they think is the story of the origin of humanity.  Video: Evolution in 90 seconds 
 
Many people think that we arrived in this world through a slow and painful evolution over millions of years from an ape-like 
ancestor.  But Genesis 1 tells us a very different story.  It says that on Day 6 of the creation week, God created human 
beings as the pinnacle of his creation.  Genesis 1:26-31: “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and 
let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.” 
27 So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God 
he created him; 
male and female 
he created them. 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of 
the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed 
in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that 
move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 
 
1. God Created Humanity 
Human beings are not highly evolved animals.  Instead “God created man.”  Genesis 1:27  separately.  Despite similarities in 
genetics, anatomy or physiology, no animal is the ancestor of human beings and no animal is their equal.   
 
Clearly that is so different from what is generally accepted in secular science today.  So what are we supposed to do with 
the evidence evolutionists put forward for those ape-men that are supposed to be our ancestors?  
 
a) A Combination 
Well some of them are simply the result of combining human and other animal bones.  In 1912, Charles Dawson discovered 
a lower jawbone that looked ape-like and part of a skull that was humanlike, in Piltdown in England and claimed that both 
came from a half-million year old human ancestor.   
 
But later, after much more analysis, the skull was found to be human, while the jaw was simply that of a modern orangutan 
whose teeth had been filed down and filled in to look more human-like.  Piltdown man was nothing more than an elaborate 
hoax. 
 
b) Humans 
Other times the evidence of ape-men comes from reinterpreting human fossils.  For example the Neanderthal fossils were 
originally classified as human.  But then later they were downgraded to be classified as a different pre-human species.   
 
However none of their anatomical features – such as prominent eyebrows, low forehead, large-bones or powerful build fall 
outside the range of normal human anatomy.  Their skull capacity was actually larger than average compared to modern 
humans, and their culture, such as burial rituals, tools, clothes and musical instruments all point to the fact that they were 
nothing less than fully human. 
 
c) Other Animals  
Other pre-human fossils can be explained to be nothing more than animal fossils that have been wrongly interpreted as 
human ancestors.   
 
In 2009, Ida became big news when this fossil was heralded as one of man’s earliest ancestors – a crucial missing link!  But 
despite all the initial publicity and TV reports, after further analysis even evolutionists conclude that this is nothing more 
than a lemur-like animal without any relevance to human evolution. 
 
Another famous fossil was nicknamed Lucy.  She is a specimen of an Australopithecus afarensis and is dated to about 3.2 
million years ago.  Reconstructions of Lucy made her to look incredibly human-like and she is held up by many as proof of 
ape to human evolution.   
 
But she and other fossils of this species have shown that they had shoulders, wrists, hands and curved toes which rather 
than being human-like, are instead similar to tree-climbing, knuckle-walking apes alive today.  Looking at the evidence 



without an evolutionary bias shows that she is not a human ancestor, but simply an extinct species of ape – shown here in 
this exhibit in the Creation Museum. 
 
d) Circular Reasoning 
And then sometimes the evidence for human ancestry comes from circular reasoning.  For example in the late 1970’s a 27m 
long fossilised footprint trail was found in Laetoli, Tanzania.  It was dated at 3.6 million years old and claimed to be proof of 
the feet and the upright walking gait of Lucy and her species.  
 
And yet, even evolutionists describe these footprints as being incredibly human-like.  The shape of the feet, along with the 
configuration of the toes, even the heel-strike and toe-off walk is just like modern humans who have spent their life 
barefoot.   
 
So how does anyone know that these are pre-human footprints and not simply human footprints?  Well, because humans 
couldn’t have been around at that time – because in their understanding, they hadn’t evolved yet!  
 
So instead of evidence that leads them to the truth, this is used as evidence to confirm their already strongly held beliefs.  
All it proves is what they already believed! 
 
These are just a few examples, and you can read about far more if you’re interested.  But they show that we don’t need to 
be embarrassed by the truth of God’s Word.  We don’t need to try and reinterpret it to fit with the common wisdom of the 
day.  We don’t need to try to come up with a theistic evolutionary model where God created man over millions of years of 
tiny mutations and adaptations.   
 
Instead we can stick with the truth of what Jesus said, that “At the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and 
female’.” Mark 10:6  
 
2. To Resemble God 
But Genesis 1 tells us much more than the fact that God created human beings.  It says that God said, “Let us make man in 
our image, in our likeness.” Genesis 1:26   
 
So what does this mean?  Well, later on in Genesis it says: “When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own 
likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth.” Genesis 5:3  Like all our children, Adam’s son Seth was not identical to 
his dad.  But he was like him in many ways.  Seth resembled his dad!   
 
In a similar way, we were made to be like God.  We are not identical to him.  There are many ways that God is different from 
us.  But in other ways we were made to resemble him.    
 
a) Our Uniqueness 
Of course, we’ve been thinking over these past few weeks how in some ways all of creation reflects God’s nature and glory:  
“Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” Romans 1:20   
 
Everything that God made displays something of his power, creativity, wonder and character.  But human beings are unique 
and special in this world because we alone are made in the image and likeness of God.  We alone are made to resemble 
God! 
 
And just in case anyone thinks that is just true of some of us, Genesis 1:27 says:  
“So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.”  
We’ll think more about male and femaleness when we get into Genesis 2, but in this day of gender confusion, God’s original 
plan for humanity was that some would be male and others would be female, but that we would all equally resemble God.    
 
b) Our Value  
And it is this that gives us as human beings our intrinsic value and worth.  Genesis 9:6 says that “Whoever sheds the blood 
of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.”  Killing another human being is so 
wrong because it is destroying that part of creation that most resembles God.  This is why murder, abortion, euthanasia are 
all so wrong in God’s eyes. 
 



It is also why we need to be careful in how we speak to each other.  James says that it is completely inconsistent to praise 
God and speak badly about other people because “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who have been made in God’s likeness.” James 3:9 
 
If all human beings have been made in the image of God, then they all have intrinsic worth, whoever they are or whatever 
they have or haven’t done. 
 
c) Our Humanity  
But how do we resemble God?  Well, this doesn’t mean that we physically resemble God.  Jesus said that “God is spirit.” 
John 4:24.  He is not a physical being.  In order to save us, Jesus had to become a physical being, because before he was not: 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:14 
 
So we are made to resemble God in non-physical ways.  And these are not specified in this passage, but I think we can see 
that there are moral, spiritual, intellectual, emotional and relational aspects to how we were made to resemble God more 
than the other animals. 
 
For example, we are morally accountable before God for our actions.  We have an inner sense of right and wrong, and we 
are called to choose to live in holiness and righteousness to mirror God’s holiness: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 1 Peter 
1:16  
 
We also have a unique ability to reason, think logically, learn, be creative, appreciate the beauty of this world and of art.  
And although our physical bodies are made up of the same stuff, and according to similar designs, as animals, we are more 
than that.  We have immaterial spirits that will live forever.  Paul could write “I… would prefer to be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 5:8  
 
3. To Relate to God and to each other 
Another aspect of our uniqueness is implied in Genesis 1.  Although animals have a great ability to show loyalty and 
attachment, we can relate to God and to each other in a unique way.  Here, God does not only bless human beings as he did 
with the animals in Day 5, he also speaks to them: “God blessed them and said to them” Genesis 1:28 
 
And when God promised his provision of food, like what we saw with the animals, he spoke directly to humanity: “Then God 
said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They 
will be yours for food.” Genesis 1:29 
 
So as human beings made in the image of God we are called to live in relationship with God and with each other that 
uniquely resembles God and his capacity for loving, deep and intimate relationship.  “Be imitators of God, therefore, as 
dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.” Ephesians 5:1–2  
 
4. To Reproduce God’s Image  
And in relating to us, God gave his first two commands to us. First of all he told human beings to reproduce: “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth.” Genesis 1:28 

 
As we saw last week, God wanted to fill the earth that he had created and so he called human beings to multiply.  It is one 
of the purposes of marriage, to produce children and also to provide the family in which they would be cared for and 
nurtured.   
 
a) One Family 
And this has been fulfilled as the 7 billion or so people in this world all came from the very first couple .  So Paul declared in 
Athens: “From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth.” Acts 17:26  This means all 
prejudice and pride over race and ethnicity is pointless, as we are all of the one family! 
 
b) Our Mission 
But of course not every human being either wants or is gifted the privilege of having children.  But for us who are followers 
of Jesus, we have an even higher calling.   
 
Paul was a single guy and yet he could write both to Timothy and Titus and call them “My true son in the faith.” 1 Timothy 
1:2  They were his spiritual children as he had discipled them in their walk with Christ! 
 



And this is our mission, whatever our life situation.  Jesus has called each one of us to “Go and make disciples of all nations.” 
Matthew 28:19  As God’s people we are still called to be fruitful and increase in number! 
 
5. To Represent God’s Rule on Earth 
The second command to humanity here is not only to fill the earth, but to “Subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the 
birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” Genesis 1:28  We are to rule over this world and 
its animals.   
 
This does not give us the right to use and abuse this world for our own selfish wants.  Neither does it excuse cruelty to 
animals or a disregard for our impact on the environment.  
 
Rather it is the opposite.  As God’s image bearers, we have been called to represent God’s rule on this earth – taking the 
responsibility of leadership in this world, caring for this world and its inhabitants, as God cares for it, as “The Lord is 
righteous in all his ways and loving towards all he has made.” Psalm 145:17  
 
6. To Reflect God’s Glory 
And so in all of these ways, we have been created to resemble God, and when we do this, we reflect God’s glory in this 
world in a unique way.   
 
In the other days of creation, God expressed his pleasure at his work, “And God saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:25. This 
world was good because it reflected and revealed his character and glory.   
 
But at the end of day 6, after creating human beings, Genesis 1:31 says “God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good.”  At the end of this day God was especially pleased with his creation, because as his image bearers, human beings 
more clearly reflect and reveal God’s character and his glory! 
 
And this is still our greatest purpose in life!  We were made to glorify God.  Isaiah 43:7 speaks of “Everyone who is called by 
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”  
 
And so this should be our greatest ambition and goal.  “Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31  
 
7. Christ Came To Restore  
a) Our Failure 
But of course we have all failed to live up to this great purpose.  As we will see in more detail in Genesis 3: “All have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23.   

• We have failed to resemble God in his moral purity.   

• Our thinking has become warped and distorted.   

• Our attitudes and actions towards each other are so often unloving.   

• We have messed up this world. 

• And we have rebelled against God.   
 

b) Our Salvation 
But instead of giving up on us, God sent his Son, the only human being to perfectly reflect God’s character and glory.  “The 
Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.” Hebrews 1:3  Jesus could say that when people 
saw him, they had seen the Father!    
 
And as the perfect human being, he went to the cross where he bore our sins, our rebellion and shame, and died in our 
place.   
 
c) Our Future 
And so if we have trusted in Jesus, then we are made a new creation so that we can rediscover our original design and 
purpose as the bearers of God’s image.  Paul wrote that we are “predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son.” 
Romans 8:29  
 
Each day, through the power of the Holy Spirit this is becoming more and more a reality as we “are being transformed into 
his likeness with ever-increasing glory.” 2 Corinthians 3:18  
 
And one day when Jesus comes back, this will be completed because: “When he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is." 1 John 3:2  



 
Then God’s purpose and plan for humanity will be fulfilled.  Then we will glorify God perfectly as we will bear his image as 
his adopted sons and daughters. 
 
Conclusion 
Understanding our origins is so crucial because it doesn’t just tell us about where we have come from, it also reveals God’s 
plan for our lives now, and the future glory that awaits us in eternity to come. 
 
We are not highly-evolved apes, here by chance, living out a meaningless and purposeless existence.   
Instead we are God’s image bearers, called   

• To resemble God. 

• To relate to one another and to God. 

• To reproduce God’s image 

• To represent God’s rule 

• And to reflect God’s glory. 
 
And although sin messed this up, through Christ we can be restored, so that one day, in our lives, we will again perfectly 
display the image of God! 
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