
ECF 23rd July 2017 Genesis 3:1-6 Resisting Satan’s Schemes 
Unfortunately internet and e-mail scams have become part of our everyday lives.  And the cost of these worldwide runs into 
billions of euro.  And so one guy, called James Veitch, has decided to hit back at the scammers.  Have a look at one example 
this: Video: Hong Kong Scamalot 
 
I’m sure that must be fun, but I wouldn’t recommend it.  I think it’s better just to press delete and stay well clear.  But there 
is another scam that we do need to learn how to hit back at.  Satan has been scamming people since right back at the 
Garden of Eden, and it is much more than our money that is at stake.   
 
And so this morning, we’re going to look at the first scam that Satan pulled and see why Eve was deceived and why Adam 
went along with it.  Hopefully we’ll learn some things about to recognise and resist Satan’s schemes!   
Genesis 3:1-6: “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit 
from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 
4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”  
 
1. The Identity of the Serpent 
When we looked at the creation account in Genesis 1 & 2, we noticed that although  

• Many people ridicule it as the ignorant myth of a primitive people; 

• And even some who call themselves Christians ignore, excuse or reinterpret it; 

• We believe that “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 

• So that even though there are difficult issues in it, we accepted it, studied it and tried to learn from it as the inspired 
and inerrant Word of God. 

 
And I think it’s important for us to re-affirm this commitment as we come to this passage.  Again, many people treat this as 
a myth or a moralistic tale.  But the Bible describes it as the historical record of what happened to the first couple and the 
reason why our world is in such a mess! 
 
Of course there are some things here that are difficult to explain.  One of them is the whole issue of this talking serpent.  
Who is he?  How can he speak to the woman?   How can he question and resist God’s command?   
 
a) A Crafty Animal 
This passage simply describes this serpent as an animal in God’s creation: “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the 
wild animals the Lord God had made.” Genesis 3:1   
 
And later this passage will explain why it moves the way it does:  “You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the 
days of your life.” Genesis 3:14  
 
b) The Devil  
But with the benefit of the rest of Scripture we can understand this serpent’s true identity.  Revelation 12:9 says: “The great 
dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.”   
 
So this is Satan, the devil, the prince of evil, the enemy of God and of God’s people, at work here.  And Peter says that he is 
still out to destroy us!  “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” 1 Peter 5:8  
 
But he appears here, in disguise, in the body of a serpent, and the slithering of snakes today is meant to remind us of his 
slippery and cunning behavior.  As we read a while back in 2 Corinthians 11:14 that “Satan himself masquerades as an angel 
of light.”  
 
So we need to aware of his scams, “in order that Satan might not outwit us.” 2 Corinthians 2:11  
 
2. The Lies of the Serpent 
And his main strategy has always been to twist the truth.  Jesus said of him,  “He is a liar and the father of lies.” John 8:44  
But these lies can be difficult to recognise, because Satan is too crafty to come right out and attack God’s word.   



 
a) Question 
And so with Eve, he started with a subtle questioning of God, “Did God really say?” Genesis 3:1 
 
Now it is not wrong to ask questions.  In fact they should be encouraged because they are a great way of learning about God 
and his world.  As you know, each week in Connect, we invite the young people to submit their Big Questions. 
 
But the important thing is – how we ask our questions.  There is a huge difference between a question that comes from 
honest enquiry, and one that comes from distrust or rebellion!   
 
Those of us who are parents know this well.  “Why?” can be asked with submission or  defiance!  And in Jesus’ ministry 
there were many who came to him with honest questions, looking to learn from his wisdom and knowledge – but there 
were many who asked because “They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.” John 8:6  
  
So we need to guard against this wrong questioning of God.  As we read a few weeks ago.  “Who are you, O man, to talk 
back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ ”" Romans 9:20 We need to 
remember that God is God, and I am not. 

 
b) Exaggeration 
Clearly behind Satan’s question was a deep defiance against God, because he went to suggest that God said, “You must not 
eat from any tree in the garden?” Genesis 3:1 
 
Of course this was an exaggeration.  What God had actually said was “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” Genesis 2:16–
17   Instead of this garden being a place of bountiful provision and extensive freedom, with only one small limitation, Satan 
made it out to be a place of unreasonable and unacceptable restriction. 
 
And he does the same today.  “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” Galatians 5:1, and yet Satan has so twisted the 
truth that many people’s gut feeling is that if you become a Christian, you can’t do anything!  We need to guard against the 
exaggeration of God’s commands! 
 
c) Contradiction 
But when Eve answered Satan, he saw an opportunity to be more direct.  First of all he contradicted God’s warning of the 
consequences of sin.  “You will not surely die.”  Genesis 3:4 
 
There was a half-truth here.  Satan knew that when Adam and Eve disobeyed God, their life on this earth would not 
immediately cease.  But what he didn’t tell Eve, was that they would immediately experience spiritual death, that would 
one day lead to physical death, and then ultimately eternal death!   
 
We might not immediately see the full consequences of rebellion against God, but “The wages of sin is death.” Romans 
6:23.   So we need to guard against Satan’s lies that minimize the seriousness of sin.  Sin is not trivial.  Without Christ, it 
always separates us from God, now and forever.    
 
d) Distortion  
But Satan was not finished yet.  Finally, he deceived Eve in distorting the consequences of disobedience. “For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:5 
 
He made it appear that God was trying to keep her down, prevent her from experiencing something great.  If she ate of that 
tree then she would know good and evil, she would be like God!   
 
Again there is a half-truth here.  Their eyes would be opened.  They would know good from evil.  But what he never told her 
was that this wouldn’t make her like God, but would keep her from God and the life he had planned. 
 
This is such a well-used lie from Satan.  It is an attack on God’s character.  He says that God is not loving and good.  He is not 
compassionate and merciful.  He is not faithful and true.  Instead God wants to ruin your fun, hold back your potential, rob 
you of love, mess up your life.   
 
And so Satan tells us to take what we want, do what we feel like, be all we can be – but he doesn’t tell us what lies at the 
end of this.  “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” Proverbs 14:12  



 
3. The Deception of Eve  
a) She Spoke Mostly Truth 
Unfortunately, Eve was taken in by this deception.   Her initial reaction wasn’t too bad.  “We may eat fruit from the trees in 
the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’ ”  Genesis 3:2 
 
There is a lot to commend Eve here as she repeated God’s command.  However, there are some issues. 

• She corrected Satan’s exaggeration on the limitation of God’s commands, but failed to mention how privileged they 
were to eat of every other tree. 

• She repeated the restriction on eating from that one tree, although she added an additional restriction on touching it. 

• And she rightly repeated the seriousness of disobedience, although she suggested that touching the tree, not just eating 
from it, would incur this penalty. 

 
b) She looked again 
And it seems that this was enough for Satan to get a foothold in her heart.  When Satan contradicted God’s warning and 
distorted God’s character, she looked again at the tree.  “The woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom.” Genesis 3:6 
 
There is a sense in which the desire behind this look wasn’t wrong.  When God planted this garden, he put in “trees that 
were pleasing to the eye and good for food.” Genesis 2:9, to satisfy Adam and Eve desires.  And later, King Solomon was 
commended by God because his request was, “Give me wisdom and knowledge.”  2 Chronicles 1:10 
 
But where Eve went wrong is that she didn’t trust in God enough to meet those desires in his way and In his timing.  In that 
bountiful place of provision, beauty and communion with God, she believed that she was missing out and had to take 
matters into her own hands.  She took a shortcut to satisfaction! 
 
Overcoming temptation is often not about condemning our desires, ignoring them or trying to act as if they don’t exist.  
Instead it is to come to God and trust that he will satisfy them, according to his plan and his timing.  Psalm 37:4 says, 
“Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.”   
 
I picture it like God has invited us to the most amazing banquet ever.  But instead of trusting that what God has planned is 
worth waiting for, we make ourselves sick stuffing our faces on cheap sweets!  Sure there is a short term sugar rush – but 
the satisfaction doesn’t last!  And we miss out on the great things that God has for us. 
 
We need to trust that Jesus was telling the truth when he said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 
John 10:10   
 
c) She Ate 
But Eve was deceived.  She believed that she knew best, and so “She took some and ate it.” Genesis 3:6.  She decided that 
satisfying her desires was more important than obeying her God.  She put meeting her needs, her longings, her ambition 
above that of God’s Word – and she brought condemnation on herself.   
 
And people are doing the same today as they do what they want, what feels good, what works for them, rather than doing 
God’s work.  So John says “Everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what 
he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.” 1 John 2:16   
 
4. The Sinfulness of Adam  
But of course, that was not all that Eve did: “She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.” Genesis 
3:6 

 
a) He was silent 
For some reason Adam was silent throughout the deception of his wife.  He failed in his leadership role in his family.  He 
failed to challenge the lies of Satan.  He didn’t speak God’s Truth.  Instead he silently stood as all this was happening. 
  
b) He was subservient  
And then he unquestioningly followed what his wife did.  A little later God said to him, “You listened to your wife and ate 
from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’” Genesis 3:17  Adam listened to his wife instead of 
listening to God!  Is this not idolatry, when we put someone or something above God? 



 
c) He was sinful  
And so Paul says that “Adam was not the one deceived.” 1 Timothy 2:14  Instead he willfully rejected God’s authority and 
rule, and he ate of that fruit in direct rebellion against God’s Word. 
 
And as a result, Adam brought the awful consequences of sin into this world. “Sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.” Romans 5:12  
 
Of course we can’t stand in judgement on Adam, because through our sin, it is as if we have agreed with his decision.  We 
have shown that we are no better  
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23  And the consequences of this are devastating, as we’ll 
see in the next few weeks. 
 
5. The Obedience of the Saviour 
But we are here this morning because this is not the end of the story.  Man’s relationship with God was destroyed by his sin.  
But God’s love was not!  And in his love, God sent Jesus to overcome the power of sin! 
 
Jesus also faced Satan’s scams, but each time he resisted, through a perfect commitment to God’s Word:   

• In the wilderness, after 40 days of fasting, Jesus rejected the temptation to satisfy his hunger.   

• He refused to put God’s word to the test by throwing himself off the temple. 

• He refused to take a shortcut to glory by bowing down to Satan. 
 
And so instead of doing what came easily, he obeyed his Father’s will, even when it took him to the cross, where he laid 
down his life in payment for our sins, so that through simple faith in him, we could be declared righteous in God’s sight. 
Romans 5:19 says, “Through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience 
of the one man the many will be made righteous.” 
 
6. The Protection for the Saint 
But that is not all.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus has given us, who have trusted in him, the resources we need 
to overcome, so that we don’t need to succumb to Satan’s scams!  So Paul says, “Put on the full armour of God so that you 
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.” Ephesians 6:11  
 
We don’t have time this morning to go into detail, but it includes:  

• “The belt of truth.” Ephesians 6:14, so we can recognize and reject Satan’s lies because when we are enveloped in God’s 
truth. 

• “The breastplate of righteousness.” Ephesians 6:14, so we can trust in the righteousness Jesus gave to us through the 
cross. 

• “Feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.” Ephesians 6:15, so we can stand securely in the 
good news that we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 

• “The shield of faith.” Ephesians 6:16, so we can stand behind our trust in God when the fiery darts of doubt are hurled 
at us. 

• “The helmet of salvation.” Ephesians 6:17, to remind us that we belong to Christ. 

• “The sword of the Spirit.” Ephesians 6:17, using God’s Word to attack Satan’s lies. 

• “All kinds of prayers.” Ephesians 6:18, expressing our dependence on the Lord and submission to him. 
 

Conclusion 
So this morning, even though just now, we still live in a world hurting as a result of Adam and Eve’s sin in that garden, we 
don’t need to follow in their footsteps.  We can depend on the one who has defeated sin and Satan, and who wants to bring 
us into his victory. 
 
James 4:7 promises: “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” I pray that each of us will 
learn to do this and resist Satan’s schemes.  
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