
ECF 7th January 2018 1 Peter 1:1-2 Saints & Strangers 
Do you believe in aliens?  According to recent research, a surprising number of people do.   
 
On the eve of the release of the latest Star Wars film, a research group called Glocalities published the results of a 
comprehensive survey.  They asked 26,000 people across 24 countries about their belief in aliens.  They found that overall: 

• 47%, that’s nearly half, believed in intelligent alien civilisations in the universe. 

• And an even greater number, 61%, believed in some sort of life-forms on other plants.   
 

It is an astonishing result, especially because for the past 50 years or so, a huge amount of money and effort has been 
ploughed into the search for extra-terrestrials without a shred of evidence backing up this belief.  Maybe it just shows how 
many people are influenced by the science-fiction movies rather than science-fact. 
 
But there is another way in which believing in the existence of aliens is actually crucially important for us. This morning, 
we’re starting a study in Peter’s first letter and a key idea in it is that those of us who are followers of Jesus are “Aliens and 
strangers in the world.” 1 Peter 2:11.  If we belong to Christ, then we don’t really belong here, this is not our home. 
 
Throughout this letter, Peter will teach the implications of this, but this morning we’re just going to look at the beginning 
where Peter introduced this truth that we are God’s holy people living as aliens in this world.  That we are saints and 
strangers.    
1 Peter 1:1-2: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have 
been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to 
Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”  
 
1. The Elect  
In a sense, Peter started his letter in the conventional way for his culture.  He announced himself as the author, he 
addressed it to those he was writing to and he gave his greeting.  But packed in these two verses are some amazing truths 
that introduce the theme of this letter.   
 
Peter addressed this letter “To God’s elect.”  1 Peter 1:1.  This is an amazing statement, considering who Peter was and who 
he was writing to.  The people he was writing to were primarily from a Gentile, or a non-Jewish, background: 

• In 1 Peter 1:18, he said that they were “Redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 
forefathers.”  

• And later, he wrote that “You have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do.” 1 Peter 4:3   
 
In the past, before they trusted in Jesus, his readers were living useless, pointless and immoral lives. That was because they 
didn’t know God or his moral standards.  They were pagans, separate from the community of God’s people, the nation of 
Israel. 
 
And in the past, Peter, as a passionate and committed Jew, would have had nothing to do with them.  He used to believe 
that “It is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him.”  Acts 10:28  He believed that the Jews alone 
were God’s chosen people and anyone who was not a Jew was unclean and unacceptable in God’s sight.     
 
But God had changed Peter’s mind.  Through a miraculous vision and then later through witnessing the Gentile Cornelius 
and his friends trust in Jesus and receive the Holy Spirit, Peter understood the wonderful truth of the gospel of Jesus: 
“Everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” Acts 10:43 
 
And so amazingly, Peter could call these Gentiles God’s elect.  He now understood that they were God’s chosen people.  As 
he will say later: “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God.” 1 Peter 2:10 
 
And wherever we are from, whatever our background, whatever we have or haven’t done, if we have trusted in Jesus, then 
this is who we are.  We are God’s elect.  As we were rejoicing in last week, we are God’s chosen people.   
 
a) Chosen by God the Father 
But Peter doesn’t just state this, he shows us how the three persons of the Godhead worked together so that we could have 
this amazing identity.  Firstly, Peter was writing to those “who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father.”  1 Peter 1:2 
 



Some people think that this means that God knew beforehand those people who would believe in Jesus, and so he chose 
them.  But that would mean that God’s choice was dependent on our choice and so we could then claim at least some of 
the credit in being chosen. 
 
Instead, God’s foreknowledge means that in eternity past, before the creation of this world, God set his love on these 
people.  And because of his love and compassion, God chose them to be his people. 
 
This is how Peter was chosen.  At the start of his letter, Peter introduced himself as “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.” 1 
Peter 1:1.  This declared his authority as the personally chosen and appointed representative of Jesus.  He was among those 
chosen to be the foundation of the church.   
 
But Peter wasn’t boasting.  He knew that his identity and role as an apostle was not something that he had chosen or had 
earned.  Listen to how Matthew 4:18–19 records how he became a follower of Jesus: “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea 
of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they 
were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.””  
  
Yes, Peter responded to this call.  Immediately he and his brother left their fishing nets and followed Jesus.  But who really 
chose who?  Clearly, it was Jesus who chose Peter, not the other way around.   
 
Later in John 15:16, Jesus spelled this out.  He said to his disciples: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit.”  
 
And even further behind this choice was the choice of the Father as later that evening, Jesus prayed: “I pray for them. I am 
not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.” John 17:9  Jesus was praying for his disciples 
as those who had been chosen by his Father and given to him! 
 
The Bible does not teach fatalism.  Everything is not predetermined.  Our choices are not meaningless.  Individual human 
responsibility and freewill is a reality.   
 
But the Bible does teach, that if we’ve made a decision to trust in Jesus as the forgiver of our sins and the leader of our lives, 
then the ultimate reason why we are in Christ today, is not because we made a choice, but rather because before this world 
began, before time and space ever existed, God knew us, God loved us, and God chose us! 
 
It may be difficult for us to comprehend, but if we let this truth sink into our hearts, it will fill us with awe, humility, 
gratitude, security and worship. 
  
b) Sanctified by God the Spirit 
Secondly, we have become God’s elect “through the sanctifying work of the Spirit.” 1 Peter 1:2.  Sanctifying simply means to 
make holy, to set apart from the world and to God.  It is grounded in the holiness of God, as Peter will later quote the Lord 
in saying: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16 
 
However there are three aspects of this sanctification in the Bible: 

• There is the initial separation from sin, the moment we put our faith in Jesus.   

• Then there is the process of sanctification that occurs as we grow in holiness throughout our lives.  

• And finally, there is the ultimate sanctification when we are made completely holy for eternity. 
 
All three dimensions of sanctification are the work of the Holy Spirit.  But it is the first one that Peter seems to have in mind 
here, where God by his Spirit transforms sinners into saints, into God’s holy people, and he comes to live within them. 
 
And on the Day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was given to the church, it was Peter who stood up and offered this gift 
of the sanctifying work of the Spirit to all who would trust in Jesus: “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” Acts 2:38–39  
 
And this amazing offer is still made to all who will call on the name of the Lord.  Whatever we’ve done or not done, 
whatever mess we’ve made of our lives – we can stand holy in God’s presence because of the sanctifying work of the Spirit. 
 
c) Purchased by God the Son 
But this is only possible because of the finished work of Jesus on the cross.  We’ve been chosen and sanctified “for 



obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood.” 1 Peter 1:2  
 
This phrase takes us back to Mount Sinai after Moses had brought the people of Israel out of Egypt.  At an altar with twelve 
pillars, a sacrifice was offered.  Half of the blood was sprinkled on the altar.  Then Moses read the words of the Book of the 
Covenant, the agreement between God and his people, and the people vowed their obedience.   
 
Moses then took the other half of the blood and sprinkled it on the people and said,  “This is the blood of the covenant that 
the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” Exodus 24:8  In this way, they became the people of God 
as they entered into a covenant relationship with him. 
 
But through obedience to Jesus, that is through responding in faith to the message of the gospel, we have as it were been 
sprinkled with the blood of Jesus.  And so we have entered into a new covenant relationship with God.  We are now his holy 
people because “The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7  
Peter didn’t always understand this.  When he first heard Jesus explain that he was going to be arrested and put to death on 
a cross, Peter was outraged.  “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” Matthew 16:22.   
 
Peter believed in Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of the living God.  But his idea of the Messiah was as a victorious sovereign, 
who would ride into Jerusalem to defeat their enemies and establish God’s kingdom in power.  He did not want a Messiah 
who would be the suffering servant, dying for the sins of others.  The idea of Jesus dying on a cross was not part of Peter’s 
plan. 
 
But Jesus knew that this was his Father’s plan.  He rebuked Peter: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; 
you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” Matthew 16:23  
 
And Peter continued to struggle with the cross.  In the garden of Gethsemane, he tried to prevent it.  When Jesus was 
arrested, “Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear.” John 18:10  
 
And when he followed Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, he was so unprepared to see his Lord arrested, attacked 
and abused, that three times he denied knowing Jesus: “I don’t know the man!” Matthew 26:72  
 
So when Jesus was crucified, Peter was nowhere to be seen.  His whole faith had crumpled because he had failed to accept 
the cross as God’s plan for his Son! 
 
But Peter’s eyes were opened to the truth and on the day of Pentecost, he declared: “This man was handed over to you by 
God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” 
Acts 2:23   
 
Peter had come to realise that the cross was not a tragic disaster, but rather it was God’s purpose and plan and it was 
necessary for our salvation.  As we’ll see later in this letter, Peter wrote:  “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18  
 
So this is how Gentile sinners, like those Peter wrote to or us today, can become God’s people:  We have been chosen by 
the Father, purchased by the Son and sanctified by the Spirit. 
 
2. The Exiled  
But Peter’s readers were not just the elect.  They were also the exiled.  “Scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia and Bithynia.”  1 Peter 1:1 
 
a) Scattered  
These names refer to the Roman provinces of northwestern Asia Minor.  Today, these areas are part of Turkey.  But Peter 
was doing more than just describing where his letter would be read, sent from where he was in Rome.  He used a technical 
term to describe them.  They were the scattered, the Diaspora.   
 
This word was commonly used for the Jews who were scattered through the world.  They were exiles from their homeland, 
the land of Israel.  But here Peter used it to  describe these mainly Gentile Christians because they are now God’s people, 
and they are exiles from their homeland - not from the land of Israel, but from heaven.   
 
That’s because as Paul wrote: “Our citizenship is in heaven.” Philippians 3:20  As Christians we are foreigners living in this 
world.  We are citizens of heaven, living on earth.     



 
b) Strangers 
And so Christians we are “Strangers in the world.” 1 Peter 1:1.  We are like refugees, scattered in this world.   
 
This is not by accident.  This is God’s design.  Jesus prayed to his Father in John 17:18, “As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world.”   But it means that we are not home yet.  We don’t really belong here.   
 
And this has huge implications for our lives – implications that Peter will draw out in detail in this letter. 
 

i) Set Apart 
For example, it means that we should stick out in this world.  If we are God’s people living in this world, then we should live 
differently from those around who don’t belong to God: 
 
We should think differently, speak differently, act differently, love differently, work differently, do family life differently.  
We should have different standards, different morals, different priorities, different goals in life.   
 
Peter will teach us later: “Just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.” 1 Peter 1:15  If we are God’s holy 
people, we should live holy lives that are set apart from this world. 
 

ii) Suffering 
But sticking out like this in the world also inevitably brings suffering into our lives.   This is a major theme in this letter.  At 
least 15 times in this letter, Peter referred to suffering.   
 
He wrote: “Don’t be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering.” 1 Peter 4:12.  If God’s people are exiles in this world, 
strangers in a foreign land, living by different standards and following a different God, then they will be attacked by those 
who still live as part of this world system.   
 
When Peter was writing, this persecution was getting increasingly violent under the Roman Emperor Nero.  Peter himself 
would be executed by Nero just a few years later.   
 
For us the persecution may be more verbal, emotional and subtle.  It may come in the form of ridicule, exclusion and 
loneliness.  But Peter wants to prepare us for it so that we will endure it, so that we can overcome it. 
 
3. The Encouraged  
And so this letter, written to God’s elect, living in exile in this world, is not a depressing read.  Rather it is packed full of 
encouragement for suffering people.  In fact Peter ended his greeting with a kind of summary of this letter.  He wrote: 
“Grace and peace be yours in abundance.” 1 Peter 1:2 
 
Other people may look down on us, ridicule, exclude or even attack us – but if we have trusted in Jesus, then we are God’s 
holy people and so we can rejoice and look forward to more and more of the loving, generous and undeserved gifts of God, 
because “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 1 Peter 5:5 
 
And although we’ll experience some incredibly difficult times in our lives, we can rest in the peace of Christ because he 
promised: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33  Yes there is pain and 
suffering now, but because of Jesus, there is meaning and purpose and power through the tough times and the sure and 
certain hope of glory to come.   
 
Conclusion 
As believers in Jesus, we are both saints and strangers, we are the elect and the exiled.  We belong to God and so we don’t 
belong to this world.  So let’s live out our true identity and live for God in this world.   

Andrew Burt 
Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship 

January 7th 2018 
 


