
ECF 11th March 2018 1 Peter 2:13-17 Freedom & Submission 
Video: We are Free  Through our faith in Christ we’ve been set free.  This is the impact of the amazing truths we were 
celebrating in our last time in 1 Peter.  

• We’ve been set free from fear of being lost – because we are a chosen people. 

• We’ve been set free from the restricted access of the old covenant – because we are a royal priesthood. 

• We’ve been set free from sin and death – because we are a holy nation. 

• We’ve been set free from loneliness and isolation – because we are a people belonging to God! 
 
But what should we do with this freedom?  What should our lives look like as people who are free?  Does this means that 
we should be free of all responsibilities, free to demand our rights, free to do what we want?  
 
Well, last time, we started to see that this wasn’t the case.  Instead we’ve been set free to worship God, to war against sin 
and witness to this world.  But in this next section, Peter taught that we should use our freedom to submit.  1 Peter 2:13-17: 
“13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme 
authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For 
it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16 Live as free men, but do not use 
your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17 Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of 
believers, fear God, honour the king.” 
 
1. Free to Live For God 
Peter’s original readers were not free as we would think about freedom.  They didn’t live in a democratic country.  They had 
no say in the running of their country.  Their lives were, in many ways, controlled by the brutal Roman Empire.  And as we’ll 
see next time, some of them were even slaves, owned and forced to work by their masters.   
 
And so when Peter called them to “Live as free men.” 1 Peter 2:16, he wasn’t calling them to enjoy freedom from political, 
economic or religious oppression.  That was an unrealistic dream for them. 
 
Instead he was calling them to live out a different kind of freedom, because if we’ve trusted in Jesus we’ve been 
“redeemed… with the precious blood of Christ.” 1 Peter 2:18-19.  Through Jesus’ death on the cross, we’ve been set free 
from sin and death, from condemnation and guilt, from uncertainty and fear.   
 
And so even if we live in chains of political, economic or religious oppression, or of difficult relationships, health problems, 
or any other struggle, we can live as free men and women, because, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 
8:36 
 
a) Not In Sin 
But Peter was keen for them not to abuse this freedom: “But do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil.”  1 Peter 2:16  
He didn’t want them to take their new identity in Christ, their privilege as God’s chosen people – and use it as an excuse to 
just do what they want, to follow their sinful desires, to live a selfish and self-centred life. 
 
Yes, through Christ, they were set free from the demands of the law. “Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the 
supervision of the law.” Galatians 3:25   
 
As God’s chosen people, we don’t need to follow all of the hundreds of rules and regulations that are details in the Mosaic 
Law.  We don’t need to worry about the laws about sacrifices, unclean food, Sabbath days, tithing or the tabernacle.  We 
are completely perfect in God’s sight through the blood of Jesus. 
 
But that doesn’t mean that we can just live any old way.  “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful nature.” Galatians 5:13  God doesn’t want to save us at such a high price, only to watch us 
abuse that freedom to pander to our selfish desires.  He wants something far better for us.   
 
b) But As A Servant 
And so Peter called us to “Live as servants of God.”  1 Peter 2:16.  He wanted us to seek to please God, to submit to his will, 
to work with all our strength to build his kingdom, to be committed to serving him with everything we are and have.   
 
That may seem like a bit of a contradiction, especially when we realise that the word ‘servant’ here is the Greek work 
doulos, which always means slave.  Surely it is impossible to live as free men and women and as a slave of God? 
 
And yet it is not.  Actually being a servant of God is the road to enjoying the freedom that we have in Christ.  If we abuse our 



freedom to cover up our sin, then we’ll find ourselves back into the slavery of sin.  Jesus said “I tell you the truth, everyone 
who sins is a slave to sin.” John 8:34  
 
But if we use our freedom to deny ourselves, count ourselves dead to sin, and give ourselves completely to God as a servant 
– then we’ll find in him the freedom to enjoy the fullness and satisfaction we were designed to live.  Jesus said, “Whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.” Matthew 16:25  
 
And so our first responsibility in our freedom, and the foundation of the rest of our lives is to “Fear God.”  1 Peter 2:17 – it is 
to have such a deep and respectful reverence for God, that we submit to his leadership, accept him as Lord, daily lay down 
our lives as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing in his sight!   
 
2. Free to Respect Everyone 
But as we’ve seen before, love for God and love for others go hand in hand.  So Peter also told us to “Show proper respect 
to everyone.” 1 Peter 2:18  Our deep and respectful reverence for God, should lead us to have a proper respect for 
everyone.   
 
We should never treat people with contempt, never insult them, disparage them or belittle them.  Instead we should always 
treat them as people who are valuable and precious. 
 
a) Treat Them As Valuable 
That’s because, in God’s sight, they are all valuable and precious.  They are his image bearers.  When James wrote about the 
importance of controlling our tongue, he wrote: “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, 
who have been made in God’s likeness… This should not be.” James 3:9–10  
 
It is incompatible to praise God at the same time as mocking or ridiculing people who are made in his image.  If we love and 
fear God, then we will love and respect those who have been made by God to be like him.   
 
b) Irrespective of What They Do 
And crucially, this is true whoever they are and whatever they do.  We are not to respond to what other people have done.  
Instead we are to respond to the image of God that is in them despite all that they have done!  
 
And so we are called to respect and love everyone, even if they treat us badly.  This is what it means to live as servants of 
God.  As Jesus taught, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven.” Matthew 5:44–45  
 
We’re called to respect everyone out of our respect for God.  But what this looks like will be different depending on who the 
people are what our relationship with them is.   
 
Through this letter, Peter will describe what this looks like with regard to slaves and their masters, wives and husbands, 
Christians and seekers, Christians and their attackers and church leaders and their church.  However, in our passage this 
morning, Peter focussed on just two relationships. 
 
3. Free to Love Each Other 
The first was only briefly addressed here: “Love the brotherhood of believers.” 1 Peter 2:17.  This is about our love for each 
other as followers of Jesus, and this was obviously at the forefront of Peter’s mind as he wrote this letter as  

• He had already taught his readers to, “Love one another deeply, from the heart.” 1 Peter 1:23 

• And later he wrote: “Love as brothers.” 1 Peter 3:8 

• And, “Above all, love each other deeply.” 1 Peter 4:8  

• And he ended by writing, “Greet one another with a kiss of love.” 1 Peter 5:14 
 
And as we’ve seen before this love is not primarily an emotional attraction or attachment to each other.  This is much about 
a deeper commitment and a definite decision to seek the good of others. 
 
a) Submit to One Another 
So Paul taught us to “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Ephesians 5:21.  As part of our submission to the 
Lordship of Christ in our lives, we should be willing to set aside our desires and our plans to honour and encourage each 
other. 
 
b) Serve One Another 



And Paul also taught “Do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.” Galatians 
5:13  So as servants of God, we should be willing to serve our brothers and sister in Christ, laying down our lives to bless and 
build up each other. 
 
This needs to be a key characteristic of our church.  Jesus said to Peter and the rest of the apostles in the upper room:  “By 
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:35  
 
4. Free to Submit to the Government 
The second example of respecting others is also an important part of our witness.  However this relates to a very different 
group of people.  Not only are we to love one another, we are to.  “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority 
instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him.” 1 Peter 
2:13-14 
 
a) Don’t Rebel Against Them 
I don’t think this would have been Peter’s first instinct.  He was by nature a man of action.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, 
when the Jewish authorities sent soldiers to arrest Jesus, it was Peter who reached for his sword and attacked, cutting off 
the ear of the High Priest’s servant.   
 
But Jesus had stopped Peter in his tracks:  “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword 
will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve 
legions of angels?” Matthew 26:52–53 
 
With one word, Jesus could have called on the angels of heaven to defend him and nobody would have laid a hand on him.  
But Jesus refused to use his power for his own protection.  And so he refused to get his followers to use violence to further 
his cause.   
 
That was because Jesus was the king of a different kind of empire.  Later Jesus said to Pilate: “My kingdom is not of this 
world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
John 18:36  
 
And this was also because he knew that suffering had to come first and then the glory that was to come.  So he said to 
Peter: “Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” John 18:11  
 
So Jesus did not come to rebel against the human authorities.  He did not seek to overthrow the Roman or Jewish 
leadership.  Instead he had come to submit to his Father’s will and serve others by laying down his life for them.  And so we 
as his followers are called to follow in his footsteps by submitting to our government and the institutions of our nation. 
 
b) Accept God’s Purpose For Them 
This is also because God had a purpose in these institutions.  Peter wrote that the governors were sent by the king “to 
punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.” 1 Peter 2:14 
 
Peter was talking about a Roman Empire that also punished the innocent – as we’ll see in our next passage.  But even a 
corrupt system had an important God-given role to play in restricting the evil in this world by punishing the guilty.  In fact 
Paul wrote that “He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer." Romans 13:4  
 
God has establish human authorities to hold back the full impact of our sinful nature.  And so rebelling against them is to 
rebel against God.  Paul wrote: “The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, he who rebels 
against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted.”  Romans 13:1–2  
 
So submitting to the government helps them fulfil their God-given role, and so is good for our society.  Even although we 
don’t belong to this world, we are still supposed to seek its good.   
 
This is very similar to the advice given by Jeremiah to the people of Israel in exile in Babylon.  He told them to “Seek the 
peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too 
will prosper.” Jeremiah 29:7   
 
c) Respect Them 
And so for the Lord’s sake, and our society’s sake, we are to respect those who are in authority.  Peter wrote: “Honour the 
king.” 1 Peter 2:17 



The supreme authority in the Roman Empire at this time was Nero.  He was a tyrant who was abusing and persecuting 
Christians.  He would even execute Peter a few years after writing this letter.  And yet Peter still called his readers to respect 
and honour him – not because of what he was doing, but because of who he was. 
 
So out of respect for God, we should respect those whom God has allowed to be in positions of authority in our nation – 
whether they are politicians, local councillors, judges or the Gardai.- even if we don’t agree with everything that they do! 
 
d) Obey Them  
This also means we should obey the laws they make.  Paul told Titus: “Remind the people to be subject to rulers and 
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good.” Titus 3:1 
 
Yes we are no longer under law.  We have been set free by God’s grace.  But out of respect for God, we should obey the law 
of this land, keep to the speed limits, pay the tax we owe, be completely honest with the Revenue.  Even although 
ultimately we are citizens of heaven, we are still called to be law-abiding citizens of Ireland.   
 
And Peter believed this would impact those around.  “For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant 
talk of foolish men.” 1 Peter 2:15  Although Peter knew that it wouldn’t stop all persecution, he believed that the 
honourable and honest lives of these Christians would stop people from thinking that the church was a group of rebels.   
 
And so God wants his people to honour and obey those in authority, because it will help our church to be an effective 
witness to those around us. 
 
e) But Put God First  
Of course there are limits to this obedience.  When threatened not to speak about Jesus, Peter and the apostles replied, 
“We must obey God rather than men!" Acts 5:29  
 
They did not call for a rebellion or seek to undermine the authority of the council. They submitted to the institution as far as 
they could.  But when the commands of men contradicted the commands of God, they put God’s commands first. 
 
Our submission to our government must be secondary to our submission to God!  We should go as far as we can in being a 
law abiding citizen in this country.  But if it comes to it, we must obey God rather than men. 
 
Conclusion 
So this is how we should use our amazing freedom in Christ.  It is not given to us so that we can just do what we want, or 
avoid all responsibility..  Instead, we’ve been set free so we can:  

• Submit to our government 

• Love our church 

• Show respect to everyone 

• But more than anything else, live as wholehearted and committed servants of God. 
Andrew Burt 

Enniscorthy Christian Fellowship   
March 11th 2018 


