
ECF 13th May 2018 1 Peter  3:15-22 Following Christ in Witnessing 
Video:40  I don’t know how many times people need to hear the gospel before they put their faith in Jesus.  Some people 
accept him the very first time they hear.  But for others, it is only after hearing the message of Jesus numerous times that 
they cross that line of faith. 
   
That was my story.  I was only a kid when I trusted in Christ.  And yet I know by that time I had heard the truth about him 
many times in church, in Sunday School and at home.  
 
But whatever that number is, there is one fact that is clear.  In order for us to be saved, people had to tell us about Jesus.  
Someone had to take the time and the effort to explain our need of forgiveness and how Jesus can meet that need through 
his death on the cross.   
 
And God wants us to do this for others.  He wants us to follow Christ in witnessing.  1 Peter 3:15-22: “But in your hearts set 
apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against 
your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than 
for doing evil. 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who 
disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, 
eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolises baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of 
dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience towards God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who 
has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.”  
 
1. What We Should Speak About 
Last week Peter encouraged us not to be afraid of other people or what they might think, or say or do to us.  Instead he 
called us to, “In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.” 1 Peter 3:15. 
 
He called us to sanctify Jesus, to recognise him as the Holy One, the Almighty God, the Creator and Sustainer of the 
Universe, and accept him as our Lord, our Leader and Shepherd.  He knew that if we do that, then we don’t need to be 
afraid of other people.  Instead we can follow his commands, walks in his way and worship him from our hearts. 
 
But Peter didn’t want us to keep this commitment to Jesus private.  He wanted us to go public with our faith, to speak up 
and this passage teaches us the what, who, when, how and why of this mission. 
 
a) The reason for our hope 
Our mission is to share “the reason for the hope that you have.” 1 Peter 3:15  As we’ve seen before in this letter, our hope is 
not wishful thinking, or a desire for something better.  Rather it is the confident and certain expectation of blessing to 
come.   
 
We have been given a “new birth into a living hope… an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for 
you," 1 Peter 1:3–4  Our hope is the guarantee of a glorious future in heaven, an eternity spent with God, enjoying his 
presence, experiencing his glory, and expressing our worship. 
 
And our mission is to explain the reason for this hope: the basis for it; whey we are so confident in it; why we can live in the 
reality of it. 
 
b) The reality of our Saviour 
So what is this reason?  Well, of course,  

• It is not our circumstances, because many of us go though really tough times.  

• Neither it is our character or conduct, because we continue to fall short of God’s holiness.  

• Neither is it our church, because we will never be everything we want to be. 

• Instead, the reason for the hope we have is Christ, and him alone!    
 
This is what Peter so powerfully declared in 1 Peter 3:18.  “Christ died for sins.”  Jesus died for our sins, to pay the price that 
our sins deserved. 
 
And he did this “once for all.” 1 Peter 3:18.  On the cross, our debt was paid in full, the work was finished.  No more sacrifice 
for sin is needed!  It does not need to be continued, repeated or added to!   
 



And he did this for us: “the righteous for the unrighteous.” 1 Peter 3:18.  Jesus was our substitute, taking our punishment, 
dying our death, suffering our hell. 
 
And the result of this is glorious reconciliation.  Jesus died, “to bring you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18.  Through his death, Jesus 
removed the barrier between us and God, he bridged the gap, he dealt with the offence, so that we can enter into a living, 
loving and eternal relationship with him! 

 
And the proof of this is the resurrection.  “He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.” 1 Peter 3:18  The 
empty tomb shows that Jesus’ payment for our sins was accepted.  It declares that he has defeated death.  It proclaims that 
one day we will rise with him to share in his glory! 
 
And so this is the reason for our hope. It is Jesus, his merciful love, his amazing grace and the power of his sacrificial death 
and glorious resurrection that has rescued us from darkness into light, from death into life!   

• This is the reason we can stand today.   

• This is the reality that we celebrate today.  

• But this is also the message that we need to share today!   
 
We must not keep it to ourselves.  We need to speak about our Saviour and the salvation that he won on the cross. 
 
2. Who We Should Speak To 
But who should we speak to?  Who is this message for?   
 
Well, Peter said we should give the reason for our hope, “to everyone.” 1 Peter 3:15.  This doesn’t mean that it is our job to 
tell everyone.  None of us can do that.   
 
a) Everyone 
It is claimed that Billy Graham, the evangelist who died this year, preached the gospel in person to more people than 
anyone else in all of history.  Something like 215 million people attended his meetings, and around 2 billion heard him on 
radio, TV or the internet.  And yet even he couldn’t reach everyone.  There are still many people in the world today who’ve 
never heard the gospel!   
 
So we can’t tell everyone, but we do need to realise that this message is for everyone.  Jesus sent his disciples to “Go and 
make disciples of all nations.”  Matthew 28:19 And so we need to be willing to share it with everyone we can, without 
prejudice or discrimination. 
 
3. When We Should Speak 
But when should we share this message?  
 
a) When people ask us 
Well, firstly Peter said that we should do this “to everyone who asks you.” 1 Peter 3:15  We should speak about Jesus when 
people ask us!   
 
If we’re following Jesus, living out his example, obeying his commands, expressing his love, walking in his holiness, then we 
will stand out as “as aliens and strangers in the world.” 1 Peter 2:11.  People will notice that we are different.  They will see 
we have different standards and ethics, different ambitions and goals, different attitudes to money and power, different 
responses to struggles and suffering.   
 
And so they might ask us, “What is it that makes you different?  Why do you have hope in this difficult and uncertain 
world?”   
 
And in response, we can tell them that it is not because we are any better, but because Jesus has saved us, transformed us, 
and brought us into a sure and certain hope.  God’s plan is that our lives will provide a platform for us to tell other people 
about his Son.   
 
b) When people accuse us 
But it is possible that Peter was thinking about another kind of situation.  The word that he used here when he told us to 
“give an answer” 1 Peter 3:15 is the word apologia.  It is where we get the word apology from.   
 
Now, when we use this word, we are saying sorry for a wrong we’ve done.  But in the New Testament it was used to 



describe a legal defence in a courtroom.  So Peter is literally is calling us to be ready to defend ourselves when we are 
accused! 
 
And this is the context of this verse: 

• In the previous verse he said that we might “suffer for what is right.” 1 Peter 3:14 

• And in the next verses he spoke about “those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ.” 1 Peter 
3:16 and the possibility of us having to “suffer for doing good.” 1 Peter 3:17 

 
So even when people criticise or accuse us, when they might prosecute us or persecute us, we need to be ready to defend 
our faith, give the reason for our hope, share the message of Jesus our Saviour!  
 
The encouraging thing is that we are not on our own at those times.  Jesus promised his disciples, “When you are brought 
before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for 
the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”" Luke 12:11–12  
 
c) Always  
And so there are no restrictions on our calling to share the gospel.  Whether it is easy and encouraging, or whether it is 
difficult and hostile, we need to “Always be prepared.” 1 Peter 3:15 to speak up for Jesus.   
This is what Paul challenged Timothy to do.  “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season.” 2 Timothy 4:2 
Whatever our circumstances, whatever our audience, whatever their attitude to us, we are called to share the gospel 
whenever people are ready to hear. 
 
4. How We Should Speak 
But we also need to be careful how we do this.  
 
a) With gentleness and respect 
Peter said that when we speak, we need to “do this with gentleness and respect.”  
1 Peter 3:15 
 
God wants us to hold strongly to our beliefs and convictions.  He wants us to be sure about our faith and our hope.  And to 
be committed to sharing this message with everyone we can.   
 
But we must not do this with any manipulation, force, intimidation, mockery or ridicule.  Instead we need to share the 
message of Jesus with gentleness, kindness, tenderness and care.  
 
b) Because it can shame our accusers 
One reason for this is because this can silence our accusers.  “Keeping a good conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.”  1 Peter 3:16 
 
We cannot argue someone into repenting and trusting in Jesus – but we may have the privilege of loving them into God’s 
kingdom. 
 
c) Because it is Honouring To God 
This way is also honouring to God.  Peter says that “It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for evil.” 1 
Peter 3:17 
 
There is no honour to God if his people suffer because they have been obnoxious, disrespectful, argumentative or 
condemning.  But God is honoured if his people suffer because they have gently, respectfully and lovingly shared the 
message of Christ.   
 
d) Because it is Christ-like 
That’s because this is Christ’s way.  Isaiah prophesied about him: “He will not quarrel or cry out; no-one will hear his voice in 
the streets. 20 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out.” Matthew 12:19–20  
 
And yet, Jesus willingly suffered on the cross, “The righteous for the unrighteous” 1 Peter 3:18.  He suffered so that we 
could be saved.  And we are called to follow in his steps in suffering the criticism and accusations of others, so that they can 
hear the message of the gospel, so that they can be saved. 
 
5. Why We Should Speak 



Of course this isn’t easy.  It’s tough to keep on speaking about Jesus when we’re faced with hostility and accusation.  And so 
Peter finished by giving encouragements for why we should speak. 
 
a) Because Noah Spoke  
The first reason comes from 1 Peter 3:19-20: “Through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who 
disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.”   
 
These are some of the most difficult to interpret verses in the Bible but I think there are three main views:   

• Some think this means that between his death and resurrection, Jesus preached in hell to the people who died while 
Noah’s ark was being built – either proclaiming the gospel or declaring his triumph over sin.  But why would Jesus do 
this, and why only to this select group, and how does this match with those verses that show there’s no opportunity for 
repentance in hell? (Luke 16:26, Hebrews 10:26-27) 

• Others think that the spirits in prison are fallen angels and Jesus went there to proclaim God’s condemnation on them.  
But Genesis doesn’t talk about angels disobeying God at the time of building the ark.  So this view is unconvincing. 

• And so possibly the best view is that Peter was saying that when Noah was building the ark, Christ, through the Holy 
Spirit, was preaching through Noah to the hostile unbelievers around him, people who at the time of Peter writing were 
now dead and in the prison of hell. 

 
This fits with 1 Peter 1:11 which talks about the Old Testament prophets trying to work out to what “the Spirit of Christ in 
them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.”  And also 2 Peter 2:5 that 
describes Noah as “a preacher of righteousness.”  
 
And it also fits with the context of this passage.  Noah was like us in many ways.  He was a man of God, living in a fallen 
world and yet through the Holy Spirit he was called to preach the message of God’s righteousness while waiting patiently 
for god’s promised judgement.  And although he was surrounded by hostile unbelievers – God was able to save him and his 
family.   
 
And so Noah’s example can encourage us, that even although we are a minority in our often hostile world, we can keep on 
speaking for God, until the ultimate day of judgement, because the same Holy Spirit that rose Jesus from the dead is 
empowering us and he will ensure our ultimate salvation. 
 
b) Because We Have Been Saved 
And we can be sure that we will be among those who are saved, because of our baptism.  Peter connected the water of the 
flood to the water of baptism.  “And this water symbolises baptism that now saves you also.”  1 Peter 3:21.   
 
This is not saying that a ritual of being immersed in water can actually save us.  Peter makes this clear by saying that “It 
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 3:21.  No religious ritual or ceremony can save us.  The only way to be 
rescued from sin and death is through the sacrificial death and glorious resurrection of Jesus! 
 
And so the only way we can be saved is through faith in Jesus.  The message of the gospel is “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved.” Acts 16:31  
 
But baptism is the outward sign of our commitment to Jesus or “the pledge of a good conscience towards God.” 1 Peter 
3:21.  This was even clearer in the New Testament times when people were baptized usually on the day they trusted in 
Jesus.   
 
And so, like Noah we might be a persecuted minority, we might not see a lot of fruit from our ministry, we might be holding 
on for a day not yet here.  But like Noah we can preach the message of righteousness with confidence knowing that we will 
be saved from the judgement to come – not through our goodness, or our efforts, but through our faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as expressed in baptism.   
 
c) Because Jesus has Been Exalted 
And we can be sure of this, because although Christ suffered for a time, he “has gone into heaven and is at God’s right 
hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.” 1 Peter 3:22.   
 
Last Thursday was Ascension day – 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus was taken up into heaven.  He is now vindicated and 
exalted, taking his rightful place at God’s right hand because his salvation work is done, death has been defeated, sin has 
been conquered and the powers of evil have been crushed.   
 



And so we can look forward in confidence, that although we might experience hardship and suffering now – our service for 
Christ is worth it because one day we will share in his glory when we see him face to face. 
 
Conclusion 
So this is our calling, this is our mission: 

• We are to share the message of Jesus. 

• To everyone we can. 

• Whenever we have the opportunity. 

• With the gentleness and respect of Christ 

• With the confidence that even although we might suffer ridicule, accusation and attacks now, ultimately we will be 
saved, because Jesus has overcome. 
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