
July 29th 2018  Luke 5:17-26  Work With Conviction 
Video: Fan of Follower 2  There are lots of people who are willing to be fans of Jesus – to be enthusiastic admirers of him.  
But Jesus is looking for much more than that from us.  He’s called us to follow him, to be committed in our relationship with 
him and in our service for him.   
 
And as we’ve seen over the past couple of weeks, this includes sharing the message of Jesus with others: 

• Out of obedience, because if we love him, then we will want to fulfil his call. 

• But also out of compassion, because if we love others, then we will want to reach out to them in their need.  
But if we’re going to keep on going with the gospel, then we also need to work with conviction - because we believe that 
Jesus is the only hope for our world.   
Luke 5:17-26: “One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every village of Galilee 
and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick. 18 Some 
men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When they could not 
find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the 
middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 
20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who 
can forgive sins but God alone?” 
22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to 
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins.…” He said to the paralysed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he 
stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed and gave 
praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.””  
 
1. Sacrificial Love 
It is amazing the lengths that these men went to bring their friend to Jesus.  “Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat 
and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus.” Luke 5:18  They clearly loved their friend.  They were willing to 
get involved in his life and in his problems.  And they didn’t get tired of caring for him when he could do nothing for them in 
return.   
 
Of course they couldn’t heal him.  They couldn’t fix his problem.  That was beyond their ability.  But they were willing to do 
everything that they could.  And that meant carrying him to Jesus!   
It also meant not giving up “When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd.” Luke 5:19.  It meant not being 
defeated when nobody would move to let them through. 
 
They were willing to go above and beyond what might’ve been expected.  They were willing to put in the effort of carrying 
this man up the outside steps and onto the flat roof.    
 
This roof was probably made of branches and rushes laid over beams and then covered with mud tiles.  So it meant that it 
was relatively simple to dig through it, and so they “lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, 
right in front of Jesus.” Luke 5:19.   
 
But even so, they had to expect that the owner of the house wouldn’t be happy with their actions.  So they were willing to 
face his anger and the cost of repairing the roof if needed.   
 
And they were also prepared to take the criticism of those who disagreed with their actions and were annoyed at their 
interruption of Jesus’ teaching. 
 
But this is what real love does.  It leads us to work for the benefit of others.  And it doesn’t give up.  It isn’t easily put off.   It 
is committed, faithful, active and sacrificial.  And as we were thinking about last week, this is the kind of love that needs to 
motivate us in our evangelism.   

• So do we love people enough to bring them to Jesus?   

• Do we love them enough to let their needs disturb our plans and agendas?   

• Do we love people enough to cover the cost of this ministry?  

• Do we love people enough to face the criticisms of those who think that we’re going too far? 
 
“Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18   Do we love people enough to do 
everything we can to bring them to Jesus?   
 



2. Active Faith 
But these men didn’t do all of this just because they cared about their friend.  When Jesus looked at these four men 
dropping their friend through the roof, it says that  “Jesus saw their faith...” Luke 5:20.   
 
Of course, Jesus often showed that he knew what people were thinking in their hearts.  He could see their hidden fears, 
doubts, weaknesses or pride.  But I don’t think that this is what was going on here.  Instead, Jesus saw their faith expressed 
in their actions.  He saw what they had done and recognised this as the evidence of their faith. 
 
This is what real faith does.  It expresses itself in actions.  James wrote: “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 
dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my 
faith by what I do.” James 2:17–18  
 
If we claim to come to faith in Jesus, but our lives are exactly the same, James says that’s not living faith.  Real faith will 
always impact what we do, alter our attitudes, re-organise our priorities and gradually transform our lives.  How we live is 
the test of the vitality of our faith.  It is the evidence of what we are convinced of. 
 
a) Expressed in Evangelism 
This is particularly true of evangelism because for most of us, it is difficult and makes huge demands on us. If you’re like me, 
then you might think that this is just because we’re not very good at it – but there is something else going on here.   
 
Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” John 20:21  Our mission is a continuation of the mission of Christ 
in this world.  As the Father sent Jesus into this world to seek and save the lost, so Jesus is sending us out into the world to 
continue this work.  And so, we shouldn’t be surprised if people respond in a similar way to us, as they did to Jesus.   
 
People won’t come to faith, every time we share the gospel.  This was Jesus’  experience: “He came to that which was his 
own, but his own did not receive him.” John 1:11  So we’ll need incredible perseverance to keep on loving people and keep 
on looking for opportunities to gently share about Jesus. 
 
We’ll also be confronted with the blindness of those we’re speaking to as “The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:4  At those times we will 
need to keep on praying for God will open up eyes, and minds and hearts. 
 
And just like with these men bringing their friend to Jesus, other people will get in the way.  Sometimes unbelievers, 
sometimes even other Christians, will try to shut us up.  At those times we will need to remember that Jesus said “‘No 
servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.” John 15:20  
 
If we answer God’s call to evangelism, then we will face opposition, criticism, ridicule, disappointment, set-backs, seeming 
dead-ends.  
So what can these four men who brought their friend to Jesus teach to help us to keep on going in evangelism? 
 
3. Convinced that people are in need 
Well, first of all, these men were convinced of the seriousness of the problem.  They brought him to Jesus because they 
believed that his paralysis was a major problem. 
 
This was relatively easy for these men to see, because it was obvious.  But what they probably were not so aware of, was 
their friend’s desperate spiritual need.  But that is why, when Jesus saw their faith, he did not respond as they expected.  
Instead he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” Luke 5:20 
 
This wasn’t because Jesus didn’t care about his physical condition.   We’ll see in a minute that Jesus dealt with that as well.   
 
Neither was it, that this man’s personal sin had led to this illness.  Jesus clearly challenged the idea that if someone is ill or 
suffering then they must’ve done something to deserve it.  Once when the disciples came across a man who’d been blind 
from birth they asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” John 9:2   
 
But Jesus refuted this idea completely and declared: “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the 
work of God might be displayed in his life.” John 9:3  Of course if we reject God’s ways and his will, then we’ll often suffer 
serious consequences.  But there is no simple, direct correlation between personal sin and personal suffering.   
 
a) Our Spiritual Need  



Instead Jesus spoke first about forgiveness, because this was the man’s greatest need.  Although his paralysis was a serious 
situation, it was not as serious as his sin. 

• His paralysis would prevent him from living his life as he wanted to.  But his sin would rob him of life completely. 

• His paralysis would dominate his years on earth.  But his sin would send him to a lost eternity. 

• His paralysis would impact his relationship with his friends and family.  But his sin had destroyed his relationship with 
God. 

 
“The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23 - eternal death, spiritual death, separation from God and everything that he gives.  
If our sin is not dealt with, then we’ll lose everything.  So forgiveness is our greatest need.  And we will only be committed 
to sharing the gospel, if we see the seriousness of sin.   
 
4. Convinced that Jesus can heal 
But these men were not only convinced of this man’s need.  They were also convinced that Jesus could heal him.  This is 
why they did everything the could “to lay him before Jesus.” Luke 5:18 
 
And in our evangelism, we don’t only need to be convinced that people are lost and heading to a lost eternity, but that 
Jesus really does have the power to save all who come to him.   
 
The Pharisees and the teachers of the law didn’t believe this.  When Jesus declared that this man’s sins were forgiven, they 
were outraged: “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  Luke 5:21 
 
In a sense what they were saying was true.  Our sins are a rebellion against God, his holiness and his claim on our lives, and 
so only God can forgive them.     
 
But of course, the Pharisees and teachers of the law didn’t realize that Jesus could declare forgiveness because “In Christ all 
the fulness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” Colossians 2:9  As God incarnate, Jesus had the right to forgive. 
 
But more than that, they didn’t understand that Jesus had come to pay the wages of our sin by dying for us on the cross.  
And so, if we put our simple faith in him, then “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 
Ephesians 1:7 
 
a) The proof  
The Pharisees didn’t understand any of this, but that day, Jesus gave them the evidence they needed to believe in it, if they 
had been willing to accept it.   
 
Jesus showed that he had the power to miraculously heal this man’s body when he said to him, “I tell you, get up, take your 
mat and go home.” Luke 5:24.  Immediately this man got up and picked up his mat and walked out praising God! 
 
But Jesus said that he did this so “that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”  Luke 5:24.  
He did the visible thing, so that they could know he had the authority to do the invisible.  He did the difficult thing – healing 
this man’s body – to show that he has the power to do the impossible thing – forgiving this man’s sin! 
 
And we’ll only be committed to bringing people to Jesus, if we are convinced of this wonderful reality – if we can say with 
Paul, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.” Romans 
1:16  
 
5. Convinced that Jesus is the only answer 
But I think we need to go even further than this!  These men were willing to go to such great lengths to bring their friend to 
Jesus not only because they were convinced that Jesus could heal him, but because they were convinced that Jesus was the 
only one who could heal him.   
 
If there had been anyone else who could’ve helped their friend, they would have given up and gone elsewhere.  But they 
broke through that roof because they believed Jesus was his only hope! 
 
It was this conviction that drove the apostles to preach the gospel even when they were threatened with imprisonment or 
death.  When Peter and John were interrogated by the Sanhedrin they declared: “Salvation is found in no-one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12  
 
This is not very politically correct these days.  In the name of tolerance we’re supposed to believe that there are many roads 



to God, and it doesn’t matter what people trust in as long as they’re sincere.   But that simply is a lie from the evil one to 
weaken our commitment to preach the gospel.   
 
Jesus himself said, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No-one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6.  He 
is the only way to God, and so outside of Christ everyone we love and care about is lost and heading to a lost eternity!  It is 
this conviction that will keep us going out with the gospel!   
 
6. Convinced that we’re all needed  
But one final point.  These men were convinced that their friend was in need and only Jesus could meet that need.  But they 
didn’t just sit back and wait for the paralysed man to get to Jesus.  No, they knew that he couldn’t get there on his own.  So 
they were convinced that they were needed to carry him to Jesus. 
 
And that is a conviction that we need if we are going to be used by God in building his kingdom.  We need to be convinced 
that “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” 2 Corinthians 5:20  
 
It is easy to think that our role is unimportant or unnecessary.  After all, surely other people are more capable and more 
effective.  But the reality is that God uses all kinds of people to bring others to his Son.   
 
In the New Testament, many were brought to Jesus by amazing missionary preachers like Peter, Barnabas and Paul as they 
declared the gospel in the religious services, city streets and marketplaces.   
 
But others were brought to Jesus by other kinds of ministries:  

• Peter was brought to Jesus by his brother Andrew. 

• Nathanael, by his friend Philip. 

• The town of Sychar was brought to Jesus by a woman of dubious reputation. 

• The Ethiopian civil servant was brought by Philip whom he’d just met on a journey. 

• Cornelius’ friends were brought to Jesus when he opened his home so Peter could speak to them. 

• Timothy was brought to Jesus by his mother Eunice and grandmother Lois. 
 
Paul wrote: “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.” 1 Corinthians 3:6  Salvation is God’s work.  Only 
God can save.  But we all have a role to play.   
 
Bringing this man to Jesus was a team effort, and we will only be effective as a church in evangelism, if each of us are willing 
to play our part.   
 
Conclusion 
So if we want to be a follower of Jesus and put our faith into action, then we need to be convinced: 

• That people around us are in great spiritual need. 

• That Jesus can heal them. 

• That he’s the only answer. 

• And that we are all needed to bring people to him. 
 
It is this conviction that will motivate us to keep on going with the glorious gospel to this dead and dying world, so that we 
may see God do remarkable things in our generation. 
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